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kordered on that of Lhe fen or association of properivisss aod predorinanily youns,
unmearried warrior-hunters on the fringes of sellfed sodety (ch. §, & ch, 9, 2-3). If
Brig wmbwe did have such conoections end mads any concributin 1o he Chostizo
Birigil™s cult, this might help (o explain 5t Brigit's role as helper of kings in battie
i sourves such as her Fivst Lile (pars. 64-6) and otk Almaine {par. 10),

We may Lhus tentatively postulale an erstwhile link beiween the triplz Brign iy
Brig ol the dey oifne and a furher pair of Brigs associated with hosprality and
warfare raspectively, 25 in the schems below,

provisicn warlure knowledgs
Brin Brsigu By amndiie firiz ABrigit
|
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Wharever [he connection or Iack of it between these Hrigs, Cormac’s thres Brigils
and the various Christion saints heardng these nemes, notably it of Kildare, 1lere
cen be no doubt shoul the correlation of (he basic threefold classiljcation of the ars
just identified in section 2 with that of the three social primes of hospialler (hriugu),
warrior (femdid s carhimd ook eeel) and men of an (des donn) exemplified carlicr.
Fhit zaid, some vacillation betwesn the full-jbne warsior and the sudtlier-farmer
bavk bune of settled sociery (zedef tigivke) in this schemes needs o be hept in mind
(el &, B4},

Obwiously the hospitaller and the physician (liziz) are both concerned in their dil-
ferent ways wilh people’s physical welfire, while samiths and their ilk, to whom coed
could e apphiad e o pgeoeral designalion, produce the various artefacts needed by
nospitallers, farmers, warriors and even cratismen themsaelves, Ter instance, the
basic landowning commoener called mrugier in Ol Gablook 145 expecled 1o [eOSEZSS
such wooden and meia! implements as Targe cuuldrons (omire) with acooutrements,
it vt [gaback) for iewing, iron vessels (araa), kneading trovghs (fosiesd), wooden
mugs  [esefal, wash-hasing, candlesticks, Kiives, vwoodworking roals, spear,
plonghing vutfit, milk-jugs and sc on (pars. 14.5) The importance of mecal
cauldrens (o e drinos will emerge below, and Cach Muipe Tiired ncatly illusirles
rhe cooperition required Berwesn blacksmith (padhoe), carpenter [sder) and brasier
leerd) to prusciyce the head, shall and rivets respectively of sperrs for batte (par.
1223,

Medical charm: preserved o the 3. Ciall wnd Stowe Missal collections {Thes. 1T,
248-5300 or che spell-binding activitics of a lesendary smith like Ole Airhe in Sedler
Eﬁg.:;r.l'ﬁ 1 Charmnale show that inspired knowladae, incantatnry and relazed =kills
were chargercristic of The major dex ddwn in general s campared with hospitaller,
wisrrior o1 soldier-farmer. Wilthin the professional classes themaclves, . however,
specialization in this arca helonged primarily to deuid, post, esclesiasrical s:halr
and the ks, Lhus ensbling them (0 Funetion as an interaal microcosm of rhe =D
as & wlhiole:

The upshnt ol 1his was & basiz 1riple clagsitication of the & oire mirroring thar
of the broadsr sociely 1o which they helanged, Lo this way the scheme in chepter 5, 9
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can be expanded 1o nclode 2 further ses of Lhree-in-one eorrelates.as o the dugram
hclow.
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4, Maig"s Lifc obligingly tunfirms the connection of his npame with the Ol Trish
wind dade 'flame. contlagration, fire'®, isclf the reflex of an Inde Furapean root
tfheg s soom in Sunskrit oeh- hwrn't cre. During the visil 1o Mochzae of Louth
Sl building in which (e hoy was left alone appeaesd Ly bern in & great fire (inogio
graere incendio videhaetar, But when the monks were hasiening oo put out the blaee,
thev Founid (he building and the boy whe was slayiing in it safe withoul woy barm
from fire. Then they rerurn o the holy mshop and recount the most greal miracle
in his presence. Then Mocheae said in prophetic spirit, ‘that boy shall bern greatly
with the lire of the Holy Spicit and, (herelore, shall not undeservedly be called Thaig
dipne Soivitus Sawcdd pwer Ve seultien ardebit, fdeogue mom JRRiRsnig LDaig
varabirur) . For this name significs ‘great flame (pagpem Succrem}' in the Iosh
langhage (M scolios daglad)™ (par. 21

A virmzily idendeal fire miracle is related of the baky Brigic in scetion five of her
First Life (Bollandus, 1858, 1199 as weli as wt the oulsel ol Barkis Brigre In its extanl
azephalous lorm, Furthermore, the twellfth-ceniury vigiting clarie Giraldus Cam-
bremsis deseribes & fire cult ac her mein church of Kildzare that can hazdly be ortes
than i pre-Christian survival and is guile reminiscent of the Vestal fire lended hy
w coflege of virgins in ancient Rome: i | einsrer's Kildare, which glosinus Brigi
ada Tarous, theee s many ndracles worthy of record. OF thess (he fitsc to come
o mind is Brigt's Gre, which they sav is inexcinguishable, ool hecanse i could not
b exringuished bul becinse nuas and holy women tend dnd nedineain i so caretully
and attentively with sulTicient fiel 2o that it has ever remained unextinguished irom
the dme of the virgin (Brigit) throughout the passage of soomany vears . ., That
fire is surreunded by a civeular hedpe of brushwond, inside which ne man eniers™
{T{.l_.'_'.‘h'_}_&'f’.a:.';lf:l:l..‘.'l Hibermioe, &7-5),

e %ries plausibly snzgesis thal [he [amano-Celtic hinerva wsop paerially svn-
cretized mative Celiic Bripasm named oo varives inseriptions and cogrete with Ol
Irish Brigir. and quotes Solinus” remnarks in his Colfectamen recum mcsnrabilim
21, 10 ahout the curative thermal springs of Aguae Sufis, present day Bath: *'the
patron godhead owver these springs is Minerva's, in whose temple perpetual fores
pever whiten into sshes bul, when the fire has dwizndled, 0 twens ineo stony lumpe"
(1961, 7591, 11 thus seems quite lkely chat the Bath guls and its christiznized Rildars
counterpect related wirimacely to the same gudiess, variously known as Heigsofd

|

tevplted one' " or S0 ¢sun' cognats with Latn sof, Welsh hawl *'sun’”, seminiically
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shifred Trish sl “feve'’ and sooan. Ar all events, the pagan Brigic's associatinn with
sun and fire seems to be bevond rcasonable doubt and thus constivates & farcher
similarity with Dwig, himself probably a papan fire ood in origin.

The evidence ussembled so far points o an intimete ideological connection,
pppirently wilh pagan roote, beiween Hee and the tripartice arcs of medicine. crafis-
misnEhip andd fearnad insight, Whereas feges ' lescheralt, medicine’ was essentially
unitiry, the other two categories coull be Turther sobsdivided, opparently crivdicaly
i e est insranee, Thos the eia of msibicl erpllsmed mentioned in Caih Adaise
Taired and elsowhers are Tuchiag the wright (e, Canbnin (e bl ksmith {godoe)
and Crédne the smith {cerd) of non-fervous merals (Giray, 1985, 120 and 125-a),
whilz classical descriptions of the pagan Gauls such as Strabo TV iv 4 ieichonomize
Phe mantic order into bard, seer gnd droid (003 Trish Furd, foith ool drwd Tespeo-
fively). Since, howeves, by the time of ouar carlicst Irish sources the Church and
ather faccors had cavsed considerable modification and cxpansion of these sob-sels
feh o, 20 ehe 9 %-13), we may return withoot further sda to the hasis idla ol g
dang csllings,

5. Thro gignlt’i-:am males in Sr. Brigit's liTe each represent cne of the three mam
categorics of des ddwa. Firstly, Dubthach maccu Liegain, che fabled prototvps of (he
Christian poet or i {ch. 4. 3-3], 18 refused her hand and then helped hy her 2o fhad
the righe bride in fevfn Brigte (par. 14). Secondly, her helpmest hishop Conlded of
Kildare is deseribed as peirnckend Belgle or ' Brigit’s chisf eraftsman'™ in g gloss on
Edlive ije.ri:gjm May 3rd. (Brokes, 1905, 128), linaliv, o head-ailment causes her (o
seek o phoesician, The swia-Uois or “moascer lesch™ Ared mac Brice in Berhy Brigte
ipar, 29, while 8. Aed's own Sulpmincs Life claims that “whoever is troubled by
& headache s healed afrer calling upon the ngme ol 5, Awsd [EICHIRGRE SRl
CAPTS vexatur, Srvnegtn romiine seneit Aldl sorgoiee]) For 81, Brieil, when she was
struggling with a most seriouws headache, invoked the name of holy bishop Asd and
was Farthwith cured of the headache wncil the day af har death, As she psed (0 sy
‘invocarion of St. Aed’s name has cured me of most sericus palns in my head*" {par.

77 Heist, 1965, I73).

Endowsd by ihe hogiogrophical tredivien with remarkable hezling powers, St
Aeil was traditronal feunder of the menestery of Killare, which contained buildings
decdicutad e 5 Brigh (Owsenn and Hadeock, 1970, 392) and was situaced beside the
lill ol Thsnech, symibalie cenvre of Trelam) and site of wn erstwhile fire ritual socord-
ing o the Metrical Dindsenchos 2, 42 (Ciwynn, 19080 Like Daig’s, Aed's name
micans Ufire™, being freguencly closscd as dene “Tire"! (see PV enbiy ) angd copnale
with rreek aithas Hery™, Sanskrit dahaf “kindling™' coc. Here too, thei, we may
well bave to do with o christianized papan fire deity, to whom the name of the
Cplish Aeahd amd, as in the case of 5t Brigit and the Dagdac's idencically named
daughters abive, a Toatha Dé Danann doppelgdnger bear witness (cf, ch. 3, 2.
Tideed, a gloss on Sraecedfans in dd Thifarad or * the calloquy of Lhe two sages™ (pEr.
3% makes the samewhal vnorthodox claim thar the larter Aed gnd bis brothers
wire the “three gods of Daou'” who possessed “mastery of learning (sa®he Ao bers)
Fully’’ between them and wevs “the tiree suns of Brigit the poctess'’ . The artiibires
of the Christian saint suggesr ihal Aed's third hers may heve been medicine.

Bectiom 16 ol Daip's Salamanca Life menrions @ sisler of the spint czlled Lasair,
one mers name meaning 'flame™’ in Old Irish chee guite possilly points oo et
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pnee her ghiriztianiced Fire goddess with g oot sulTeienily widesprend e gererate (he
Jevedse lacal sainls of thic name recorded in El:-nu;a'h,‘;-gil;'.- (5t 1':] Hi.ﬂi'.l:_ 'I‘J'Sﬁ, :-1-!:"].
Oe auel, based in Resconunon, i3 the subject ol an ealy Madern Trish Life of
I st thal magy have older roocs and repescedly srresses her associiion wilh vanious
tvpes of learning and verbal akill {Gewynn, 191 1)

This guartet of sainz with argusble origing a5 pagan deities conneered with fire
and the gets fulls inko two pairs comprising a closely relaced male and fzmale. One
member ol sach pulc covers pll thres maio ovpes of Sdn “art™ while the other
specialices i just one, but there is inversion of the sexes io this respect. Thus io che
First dun the female Brigiy b omnivompetend and the male Aed i restricted 1o
medicine, whercas in the second i s che role g who bas o general commisod amd
the fomale Lasar conconcraces wpon learming, These detalad corrglanons poind 1n
an old pazan mytholopical schema expressing an intimale ideclogical connzction
botwecn fire and the three main branches of the ascs, This is mostdivectly discersibie
in Cormec’s abowve referencc to the throe goaddosscs named Brigit, bat in che
hemiography of Aed, Daiz and Lasar there are significant survivals in & christiznized
form reflecting the Church’s propristorial interest in this vital area (ch. 4, 21

6, The MMheeniory 150, Gresk tragedion Aeschylus meinains o chematically
parallel connection belween Fire and Che aris subdivided inte hepling, divinetion and
crafismanship in his play Meomeibcus Dessofes or Proonecthens Bouml, which
recounts Zoas's panishment of the philanthropie Tiian Tor stealing same of 1he
cods® fire and giving it to mcn. There fire is called pafniedhnan “pramotier of all 1ha
arts’' (1. 71 and "teacher of cvory art to-montals |, . L and greal way to achievemen '
(I LLO-1), the arts end ways involved being cnomerated uader the basgie headings
el cures lor dizepses, divioation and sacrifics, and finally the working of bronze.
irarn, 2ilver and gold (1, 4765080,

Uhe imporiance af Fes i lhe smelune sod working of metals & oo cbvious oo
regquire cormmenl, Rewarding the physician's use of fire to prepare medicaments,
ingert Dewthehun “heating o brews"" n the Old loish legal tract on distraiod
Chethieslicfty Avhpalddie (CTA 4200320 s wlossed ey leng as he s boiling anvibing
gond of herbe and presevipoions for somecie who i siek™ Gkid, 42100013 aird fai
a¢ Bruith in neich of cark do faseih 9 dn dodnesih do o vaoch b ngalue), whilz in
the cowrse of his core of Moade in Cach Maize Twived Miach *'for the thicd nine
days kept casting white tufts of marshy rushes black after they had been blackened
in fire™ {pac. 33; Mn trer mdiaid dockideed sefscorha & bac-suibsih deboaeb
di-rocoeliiy §felinh

The intrigwing Ol Irish fext known ws “the Calidron of Poesy™®, edited by Breat-
migeh (F9R1T o dated by bim 1o the sucly sichih century ALD. dibid,, $5-6), 35 con-
cernad wirly the respective riples ol beredity amd dnsprralion in the ability (o produge
porev: “where is the foundation of poetic an (Poseedis o odechaodd) e a nign?
Ts it ia the body or the soul Ond curp o 8 r-arepain]? Some aay it isin the soul,
sinee the body docs nothing withoue the seul. Others say it is in the body, since i
iz inherent in accordance with physical celetionship, i.c. from father or grandfacher,
but it is fruer that the foundation of poctic an and knowledge (banad Ind airchetal!
Tims soixk s pregent o every physical person, bus in every second person it docs not
sbune forth Cand) in Lhe ocher i does shine Boarth dachs cocht S afirine afoiwdol, alaifiv
afefo ey (par. 3. The ‘thres-generation’ requirenzent Tor @ pose has been
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discussed clsowhers by Breacnech {1967, w4-5), who concludes rhat “only one thing
ther, matural ability, i= reyuired of & bwred - . To quelify for the states of S5, oo
the other hand, mermealis boeth ahility and srudy are cseential, che ideal consisiiog
of haviag the proper fndly background in addition w0 these twe gualifivatceos.
VWhere ghilily is rorssing, ane’s poetic fFamily background is only of relevancs as long
a5 one's father lives!" {ibid.. 98).

The Caldron of Pocsy approaches the besic issue by menns of & doctrine that three
geparale cauldrans (coird within B man genersle aplilude i cle arts, including
poetsy and fearning. Concerning the first, lermed codee goiciafl, foun of it is
distributed knowledps (sors) to people in purs soulh [ e-og-ailid’ (par. 5) and
referenee is made to the fine spevch whiacl overMows from ir (helres mbal Breichiiay
daey® (par. 1 As toe thy secomd oofrg degd prunarily responstble for poetry, Tin
aveTy second person ol s upside doewn, e indgnorant folk (8 -ges dais), 1 s on
ite sicle in the praciitioners of hasdic composition and verses [ n-des bafrowe 7 rvnd).
It is uprshl i the champions of knowledge end postic art (7 n-drrodfeid sofis 7 alr-
chetoifl, And the reason, then, why overvone doss oot practise gl the s stage is
because the ooive drmal is upside down uatl sorrow o7 joy lurns (" (par. 8} The
varipiz emations znd experisness capeble of ascomplishing this sre then
eninerated, and there follows a poem ascribed to the lewendiry S Méde mas Adnai
im which thiz cauldron is preised among other Chings od containing ‘“2 noble brew
in which iz brewed the Foondaton of &l keowledge (sdee-brud §ppherbrhar Sunod
el .'.'n':-_:""_"-f:l': I'L'!-.!.T. |3. 1E. HS-E}. This 15 LLiF |=-l:|:| |_1'_-.l I"-:_]i_'.-i_l:n,e-j-:_v_n.' i|_r||,| ||l.||'||ﬁ.|'| _i-:l_'_-'“ Ii]_'.lEE-
L0 dditre oeodae 5 filie ddendad) inte the thivd cefre sois or M'cauldron of know-
ledme™, which is weperaled ypside down and ““our of it is distributed knowledge of
every wrl besides poetic ar (et cech ddne olchenage cenmo-thd girchelal)™ (par, 7

From rthe doscription of the firse cauldron (poddanh) of yourhiul knowledge al the
heginning of the toxr it emerges a5 a provider of *'koowledgs aod grammar, writing
and mictrics, which is of course a necessary prersguisite for any lepreed person®
(Brearnach, 1381, 48). The second cavldron (érma 15 someerned with “the scquisi-
tion of the power to compoess poelry, or being inspired, which is alao indicared by
the mloss iy meeiih v coded o ol dne doin fesa fgood s the cauldron in which is the "fire
of knuwwledee' [=inspiration, sce antes]''" {ibid., 4%). The third ceuldron of koow-
leihwe {xois) =eems 1o refier g0 “whar the highest prads of learned person had overc
wreh itbowe the hasics" (ihid., 510, inather words to the esscnoial broader sducation
ul o top poet inadjacen: disciplines. In shore, this texe, which not only gives dus
credit o ove impulscs provided by Geod (L 23 and the religious life (U, 40, 417 hut
alsn insists vpon the indispensebility of God's grace for bringing the poedic cavldron
érmial vo its finel updght position (par, 120, is geared 1o e core monastic syllabus
of overlapping branches of leerning, including ffoedechy, described earlier {zh. Lo
L0-1m

Ar Breatonach poants out, eeniral 1oovns rext s che idea of the cauldron as the
source of shaliy o poetey fand cthee skills) o . - Two aspects of the canidron wre
celevant: (1) that of & sonking vessel - o and mare importen:, {ii) thit of & cun-
Lazoer ™ (thad., 483, the theee possible pesidions of which obviouwsly relute e the
arnounl of knowlodge and ability it canbe expected to hold: "the upright s regarded
as the ideal, the upside-down as the Ieast desicable, with the ioclined pesition being
in between: The thres positions can be taken e vorrespond rowghly co Pull, empry
gnd half-full. respectively’” [ibid,, 509
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I the proscnn context particalar significance attaches o the culinary metaphor
assaciarcd wich the propararion and allocaticn of the cauldrons' cenrcnis, as in the
prassages cited above about “the noble brow in which is brewed the foundacion of
abl knowledze' and the “Tine speech® thar boils over (Frdicfhins] Crong ils vessel, The
cooking of b cauldron’s contents; of course. reguires the application of hear from
g fire, in thiz case arguably che tedn fese or *'fire of koowledee’' in the gloss on L.
[OE, Lo similar wein odecfedad or “'postic am'” is said o “'shine Ferth'” (par. 3) in
wppropriale circomstanes, while one of Uy bumin Jeys that sur the caubdroo érmed
is oy al the arcival of Sades which the ming basels of fine mas, ol Segeis in he
sidfmonnds amass and which is senl epaiream along the surlisce of Che Boyns, s
cErensive a5 a werther™s flacee, swifrer than & raceharse, in the middle ol Juie evary
soventh year cesularie™ (pars L1

This, of course, is a reference o that well known perguisite of the fully
accomplished poet fmbur forqosaal gpresr knowicdee thar lights op™, and
references to the nuts of Segeis heve been collect=d by (Rahilly, who summarizes
their tmport as lolows: “'the well of Begais was, according to one account, situated
beneath the w2 in Tic Tacogice (the Otheoworld), Around it were hezel-trees, the
Crail ol whdch deopped inia the well s caused bubbles of mys=tic inspiration (ms
Bedece Irains) B Torim oo Che streanss which issued Crom Che well, Apother accouni
has ir that the nots which fell Froim the barels ino the well o Segiis geal, aither
QMoC & Foar of onoe in seven years, 1o pass into the River Boyne: and thase mortals
wha were formunate enough to find the nuts and oo *drink the feibas oot of them!
obtained the seer’s gift and became accomplished Alid. Aceording ro other 2ecounts,
there were zalmen in the Ctherworld well, and as the wisdom-full hazel-mes
dropped inte the warer the salmon ate chem' (1940, 3122-31.

These vvounts are very dilfecent rom whay Cormac™s Glossary describes as the
pagan rile of delus fercosme involving consemplion of a piecs of snimal Hesh by
Che Wl an incantation (aickefedy over hint, aonoolTering o idols, wod o citoal trancs
in whicl the revelarion is made (Siokes, 1862, 23], The unacceprability of this rite
to the Church is clear Prom Coomae™s statenwnl Ul i bl bren banoed along with
the related redimrn (verbal noan of temeid Ceracks, breaks" ) dded by 500 Pacrick, and
it has obyviows affinities with oo very similar literary deseriptions of the waieh-fels
or “bull-feast™ in Topa! Brutdne Do Derge (pars. 11-2; of, ch, 3, 4) and Sergiige
Con Cwlginn [pars, 22-2). The use of imperfects in both indicares that this mantiz
ritual {0 delerming 2 future kKing of Tara wes reparded as a thing of the peet, the
ladter fext's slighily Tulier version runniog as follows: "then a bull-feast is held by
tham thar they might discover Trom 00 10 whom they would give the kingship, Iy
rhnag thar that boli-Teast used o be beld, namely a white boll waz killed aod one man
wold sonswnee his fill of it Aesh and 12 beath and the praver al troth (o ffrended
would be sung over him by four draids and rherc wsed o appear tochim the manme
aof the men who would be made king therz fram his form and deseriprion and the
munner of the rection he would perform.™ The 2ot of cooking 28 a prelude to the
aequisition of knowledze by epting, merely implicit in Cormas’s account of innhus
Jorosrad, = made guite sxplicit in thess accounts of the fairb-Ffeis. Moreover, their
relerence 1o broth leaves little doubt that boiling in o cauldron or the like wae
rerwi'silg_e:d.

Clerical sensibilities seem ro bave Bean e o e e the associaiion ol idiies
Jarcomial with noes falling inee a well in an orheraorld readily percelved az an
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allegnry of the sinless Christian paradize poverned by God®s trach {eh. 3, 13 The
cencrality of this thinking to the section of Scél na Fir Flarhe called Echira Carmaie
i Tir Toirngint ks already besn argued {ch, 6. 10), and en erdval in the land of
promize Cormac soon espies “'a shining well in the enclosurs, five streama (coming)
owt of it and the bhosts o turn drinking the weter of the sireame. Nine overlasting

vle ghowve the well, Thers the purples hazels drop their outs into the well and the
five salmon (hat are in (he well crack them open su i their bubbles (bedoq) are
serl on Lhe strearms™ (par. 385 The allegorical significance of 1his passags 35 sub-
secpaeinl iy expounded by Mavanowin as Gollows: “the well thiat vou saw wilh the five
stegam ol of s the well of Enowledee (Copoae (s, They are thea Tive senses (ne
ciie ot fada) through which knowlsdge is obtained and, morcover, mo one who does
not drink a dravght from the well itself and from the sircams shall have art (ddn).
The people of many ars (iecer re w-ildde), iis they who drink from them both™
ipar. 531,

We'hether 1has s an aliegoricul interprecation of a somewhat moditied pre-Chostian
dusiring or @ furiher instance of the cupacity of Chostian all=gory to penerate frzsh
"raclicional” marratiee (see ch. 30 130, the wuls Bebbling in the water can be regarded
a5 analopous to the seething cauldron trom which knowlsdge may be obtained
acvording pa other representations shove, Moreover, the role of actual o symbilic
cking in the aeguisition of ksowledge is & central Teaturz of a Gamous epasode in
the Macgnfngrzhe Fisn or “Borvhood decds of Finn®' where the voung hera, sl
celled Dhemne, sucks his thumb after barning it while cocking ths long-awaited
salmon of Fece. na doubt a relation of the supernatural fish mentinoned in Echirra
Cormeic sbove, for the post Finn, who then realizes that Demine is the Finn for
whom the 2uting of the salmon i destined, "' Thersupon the vouch cacs the salmon.
Lt 2y thae which wave knowladge (o Finmn, 1o wil, wheneeer he put his thumb into his
mc b aind zang ‘t|'||'|.'r1:|E|"| Tl rim J'u:fu.?.:,fpl, that wiich he did ol koow woold be cevenled
tor B, Te learned the three things that constitute & poel, oowil, felnes Sorosand,
Jeinen fdels and aieferad of chemaadle!'’ [pars. 1894 = Miggw, 1HRS, 214)

According to Toseph Napgy's pepetirading analvsis of this narative in his pionear.
ing book on The wisdom of the autlow feonking iz apparcntly alao an imposcant
part of the communicasion of imbas from its mevsteriows souree o the poct . . . Cnly
efter iv is cooksdl does the wisdom-besring food become acceprable to the poctic
consumer . ., The gilla, a living svmbol of transition, is asked 1o offect the transfor-
maticn of thy salmen Ttom raw to cooked. and of the knowledge it containg from
wilid sl inasressible 1o collural and vsable, Ths gilla iz ordersd to cook the fish only
ired resl Lo 2@l @ny pard ol 1. Tl e e PTiGEsS il oreparing 1he Powd Por the post,
the willa hecnmes & conk, a consuwner, and an odd sore ol conked cormmouily birmsel§
- oo Drmn in the salinom episcde of the Bovhiood Deends absorbs the eniire cooking
sitwacican: he coaks the salman, is aenr while conking i1, and puls Bis guoasi-conked
finger in his mowach as iF it were the food to be caten. Inthe end he himself cats the
cooked selmon®™ (ibid., 157-8).

[t thus seems that postic understending 35 nor only iteclf “cocked” for human
ingesticn bud alwa translarms its recipient by o kingd ol culinury process, as is implizd
by i1y very name dedees Soecasmg’ T urel knowledge which lghts up, kindles™,

. The farcgoing has Toeuscd wpear evidence Ton & pacsisient consechian in early
Trish spwrecs betweon the arts and fire allied with cooking. Tn the case of metalwpek
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end mmedicine the ralz of fire-inducsd smeline oF canking to transform crods mlural
respurees intn rofined products G fur heoan dse and consumption is an abzervalbile
Gagl of life open to myvthicel wod wleological exploitation. It then becunes easy
cnough o unterstand how this mediatory function of fire and cooking as inlzeon
nocted mosdes of conversion From one siase oo gnother could lend fsel e mythical
rentments of poetic inspivation. legrning sod other socal astiviies.

This nexis has been explorad oy Levi-Siruuss in his Mychalogioues, the fitsc
violume of which in English translation is appropriately entitled The raw ard rhe
coaked and analyses vorious mostly southern Amerindian myths Ywhich view
culinary aperations as medialory aulivities hetaeen heaven and carck, lifs and death,
nature and soviely' (1970, Ad-5) The notion that *‘eooking brings abuel the sultural
trapsformation of the aw'" (ihid,, [42) has recently been pol to gousd pze by Magy,
who neatly siaies the hasic promise as follows: “as the aathropologisl Clauds Lévi-
Serauss bas amply demongrrared, cooking end firs in myih and Aol olien represont
the process of socialization. Ideclogicelly, just s food s teened from raw and
indlizesiible o conked and edible by beang exposad o Tire, so, conawrrenddy, it is
rranslancd from the realm of malure o the realin of calowrs by the civilized wos
givilizing 2ot of cocking, Ln the lungoage of myth and ritoal symibolism. that which
exiats outside society or s ool 2olirely sncial s designated ‘raw’, while that whach
axisls wilhin society and has an idenfifiahic sncial function is designated "couksd” ™
(1985, 132),

1§ we move heyond the der ddwo to the other muin eacly Irsh socal carcearics,
it is imumediately apparenc that the relevance of couking iz ul is mosl lisoral and
direct in e case of the Brivgu or “‘hospitaller™, Lhe wwoer af various kinds of
livestook by the hundred for the public provisien af bospilaliny 10 anyons visiting
fiis fech m-ofped or “oussthouse™ (ch, 5, B Fire was the means of cooking unfailing
supplics of food for guests in Lhe wren cauldrons that werz the briven’s bhallmiark
in myth and real life. Thes (he law irdce Draicechs Bece insists thet the superier
Bringu feitech or "amply hespilaller' must possess a colve ginsice appacendly vodes.
stocd ws an Sirmnosithle cantdron®t (OTE LG0E 307 MeCone, 1984¢, 30, while the
npening deseripiion of the bostel of the re-brivegy or "erch-hospitaller™ Mae Da
Tha (ihid., 43 i0 Scdle Mutece refers (o Vseven hearihs G i and seven cauldrons,
an ox and a hacon flitch in each cuuldron'. A partsalardy significant stock motif
already cited from Esroda Tize Buwcher (ch, 5, B recurs as Tollows in Tagald Bruddne
Er Frerge with referenee to the arch-hospilaller Troem whom that tale takes its name:
“gince he took up menarement ol iowse and land {rrehed) his cauldron has noc bern
taken lromn che fire (efocend & chaird de thenid) but wus boiling food {rochid
ac Brwith Bl Tor the men of Treland'® {par. 133; here LU0 T771-30.

For the hospitaller, then; cruldeon and fire were an essentiel mesns of mediating
between matuce and sociely by dispensing his possessions in cooked forem o Tis
visitors amil (hershy securing his own sociel idenmtity amd stajus, In effecr, the
Bripgnts precocopation with frebad and hospitality vonstibuted o Tull-time version
al voneerns applying in & rather Jesg conceniraled Torm o 1 he gedid tideithe or land-
hlding class in general: It has aleeacdy besr seen Uhal such status depended larpely
nn posscssions, notebly Hvestock anod wiensils including - large cauldron, and the
atrendant oblipation to give and right (0 receive duc Tospitalioy 3-above and ¢h. 5,
£). Thus culioary activily assovied with fire and cauldrons was w potenl gverall
evmibol of the bonds holding wocicty together.
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As hus Been seen in the previnus scetion, the culinary wses of fice were likewise
mssenfinl Tor (e des ddnn. The physician or feig was, like the brivgw, a stradghi-
Forwirs] cook by virtue of the herbal concoctions he brewed, while the smith or cend
psed Cire 1o ‘eonk® or convert nature’s crudes ores info refined mesal welelacls Tor
soctial use. Finally, the clement of knowledge and inspiretion also presenl in (he
aotivities of phyveicians and smichs is realized inils pures] Torm by Che learned poets
or filid, and was apparently snvisaped a5 being released B0 them by the conswmption
nf magically cooked Foud or, in the wse of the Caldron of Poesy, by the dircet
action of 8 metephorical diving Iieg upon the honze man, & vesel comparable with
one or more types of cioldren o which knewledge enald be “hrowed’. Thos werc
the torees o nalure and the sepernznceal channelled by the ‘eoolkery’ of inspiretion
into the supreme socic-cultaral artefact of knowledee and learned composition.

K, Fire, hoowever. can be desrructive as well a5 constructive (of. Leévi-Stravss, 1570,
10R1, a dichotomy well brought out by Asschylus's Praroelheus, Lines 35132 ol this
Cireck tragody vividly describe the death amd bavor unleashed by varinus Kinds of
clemental fire borh durioe wnd @s @ result of The Terocinus conflice b2raeen Zeoas and
Typhon, in deliberately marked conicasl with the fire that Prometheus contralicd
by epcloseey in o leonzl stalk in order to beselit mankind with the arts.

The anciznl Irish were equally awaie of fire's destroctive power end potentisl,
particubiarly tnomartial contexes, which Brings ws 1o the thicd basic sodal categors
roade up of warriors {ch. 5. 8-9). A typical enough instanoce of the desitusive use
el Mg in warfare is provided by the Ulscer here Conall Cernach’s baoust in Secle
Mhuices Mzic Da Thi: T awecar what my peopls sweer thet, sioee [ took 8 spear inka
my hand, T have not been without che slaving (pein) of o man of Coonaghl every
single day end slaughier by Fire (orcain 77 deipid] every <ingle night™ (par. 18}
Furthermaore, there 15 an obviows ring of elemenral deatreetion oo the well known
and much discusesd motit of threefold desth by puin 7 bddwd 7 dosrug ' wonnding
and drowniog and Hurning® (Radner, 1983, wirh farther veferences; of. che 6. 4).

1o sonradistinetion fo the Tundamentally hencficens and productive fires of the
brizigaid and des didng, the aaely Trish warrior’s inherent fire was regarded as sssen-
tilly elementzal and, unless chocked, liable to burst forth with dire consequenses: for
friend or foo alike in the immediate vicinity. The Famous physical disteriion or
vézstrad thar accompanizs the precminen: bero OO0 Chulaine’s oulbursi: of wneon
rrellable forocicy includes e spack of fre o every single hair (ol iened . - L for
cach derfinme) T and the warrior's madianee Tromm bis crown (i ldan It aese
gt (Fdint 430 anl 433-4), Fwen al the Tevel of vocabulary fickid “fights'
and Feméo " hpls™ are homioems, while gef “hoeat™ and heeeeh ““boiling beat™ alzo
meien irdenr, waloar ', el “flamc' can signify *"hero™ and so on (5o relevand
13 enlries],

Tn O Choleinn’s final mec-primrad o “bovhood desd’ ™ in Feiin B Cupddege his
martial exploits whip bim wp into such o slale of Crensy thal on reteroing Teeme he
demends combat with his cwn people tut is shamed by the sight of bare-bressted
WoTmen inca soverin his fure, seized and plunged into thres sucoessive vats of waner
Lo vl him dewn sullicieniy for resdmission into settled socizry, The warrior's beat
here 15 oo mere melpphor: “ibey pel bim inte e vac (aedoc) of cold watsr, Thiet vat
Buzsts wbout him. The second var, moreover, inoe which he was puat, it boiled with
{tss [herelranm [Nohes doeeein e, prosumahbly fist-sized bubbles). The thind var inoo
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which be wenl afler thal, be heated it until its heat and its cold suited him. He chen
comes oul, and thersalter the queen, Mugain, puts a blue meocle around bim wilh
g sdlver bronch in it and a hooded tunic. And he sits at Conchobar’s knes then '’
(Fyiimt BEES20).

1 has heen suppested cleswhere (MeCone, 19884, 16-7; 19ET, 112-4) that O
Chulainn’s mertiel outing and subssguent homecorming i s episode constifune @
snmowhat formadized und clerically bowdlerieed Titzeary eflex of the aristocratic
vourh’s semi-bestial phase ws g member of & Foa o0 hunter-warrior association
before his transition 1o Cull membership of peopeitied sociery was marked by an
cratwhile baplismraal rig similar o that epresented iconieally on the Guodestrup
Cauldron (ch. 9, 2.3 However, in this mac-guimrad the trensitonel immersion bas
e signiflicancly cndowed with marked culinary overtonss. Like once raw meil
Being rendered fit for human consumption in a seething ceuldron, Co Chulann bas
the wildness literally boiled out of him in a var, The violent young wurrior is
‘enoked' into social soceptability, o to speuk,

In zerly Irish myth sod sama the warciors ambigeily or instabalily @5 @ ligeree
capakle of switching [rom protection o desicuction s alao proee o be expressed in
canine terms wilh guite siriking Gresk analogues (MeCone, 19840, Tust as a happy
or unhappy sexuel Haison with g woman of sovereignly iy serve as an index of
a king's good or bad rule, o oo can the naowe of & wakrioc™s martial cneounter
with o supersatuial hound prove sympiomacic of his good or bad fortune and
conduct, To has glready becn scen thar the propitiows combination of King amd
warman hlesses sovercignty and society with the pervasive benetits of ruler’s touth
T Aatckerson), whoreas their separstion signals the end of this prosperily aol may
portend the king®s desth (ch. 3, 5). Similarly, sucvess inslavine tbe greal hoond i
fair fight according o "'men’s truch™ [ fer) could signify che allainmeant of martial
prowess through appropristion of s Oerce arcribuces, whereas Ings of a hound
through its rabigd disobediznce onght brivg a mighty warrior down (see ch. 3 50

Liable, lke his howmd maseol, to Teetuzie bedwoen concralled lovalty and wonradwy
tremey, wn warky Trish warrior like O Chalaion lonc himself to reprosentation s a
kim oof sedl-hearing vossel rthat eould bail aver all too casily, 8 tendeney that oesded
rextraining in time of peace and dirceting propecly io time of wac i1 30 was ool o
prove indiseriminately destroetive.

Tt iz alan worth noting that fre and hest in cheir negative burning ralher Lo (heir
positive cooking aspect can s20ve BE ApPropriate symbols of the desocializng’ ran.
sitions involved o loss of status thoough warons Jypes of misdemeanour, The
importance of enech " lace, Honour' as o component of social worth has already
been alluded 1, 3% have varoos disgrace Ml eonditions that canse its logs and inelude
bedrr Ui abiect of @ qustified sative (dar), a Talse witness (pof-Todnalzse) or an ovader
of surelies avending ro legal tracrs deh. 5, T, The shame engendered by such gors
reddens and bwrns their demared perpetrators, being desiznated by cerme Like emecsd-
e “face-flushing, insult™ (Binchy, Ok Gablach, B3), imdergad *'reddening,
disgrace™ and grised “burning (by suticse)' (ses UL eniries), Do insiance, with
repard to the heavy compensation due for an wngas] satire on the booour (sreck)
of a powerful man Brecke Memed cauntions *'de not wound ir with burning |Hes
prisid -pongl and do not sativise chesks unless wvou ger the pold of Ophic and
Havilab'™ (000 2218,24-8), rwa placcs Tamed for their gold in the Old Testament
i1 Choon, 24, 2 Chenne 8218, Gen, 2:101-2; Breatnach, 1984, 437-8)1.
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Like bubbles (Bolpa) rising to the surface of & heated cauldron®s conrents, blisrers
{ferba, bodgat are raised upon 8 cheek burned by the shame of satite or the like, a3
hoppened when the poel Méde lampooned Caier to force him out of the kingship
(Siokes, 1862, xoxvii-viii), lodesd, Cormac's Glessary defines ferd blister”’ a5 “a
bubble that comes upon g persen’s Face abter sacire or after false judgement (5ole
drveiirgthar for aigfd diefne for p-afe rd e agibrerh ) (ibid, . 1%, It thus cranspices
thar the peer's fire, Tike that nf rhe aariog, could desicoy by buminog oo occasion

9. If the mediatory o cransitional imagery of Tire amd cookery wiaz applivable in
various enalogouns ways 1o cach of the main social categnmes idennified above and
in chapter tive, what of the king who cmbodicd and presided aver them &7

The significanve of the eguine inevguration ricusl deseribed by Giraldus
Cambreneis (ch, 5, 2} in this respect has beea clucidated by Nagy throueh 2 sug-
gestive compansme wilh Mis™s nuptials: "this symbolic system opereces vividly inthe
medieval Trish story of Mis, 4 woman whe woes mad after the deach of her father
and wanders off into the wilderness, where she rons as [ast as che animals. She is
finally resewsd and tamed b a musician: he hoees the swifl Temale to his side with
mmsic. has sexusl interaourse with her, feeds her cooked mea, and - (o complale
her reformation — washes her in the broth of the meal, Mis, who is being changsd
from virginal daugheer to sexual pasioer, achieves (his passage in Lhe sedling of 1he
wilderness - the domain of the fnnidi, who are alen involved & passaee feom
childboessd o adulthood, The girl, to become civilized onec again and a0 adult, must
vab gooked mesl and be bethed, or ‘cooked's in the broth of the mear. Thizs theme
ol an imdtdate bemng immersed in hot liquid in which food has been stewed alan
appears i Clerald ol Woiles® fote twelfth-cenoury description of an Irish kingship
vitimal. T Both ol these instanges the iniliate who is fed eod trested s food is
invesmed, ag a reault of this trearment, with & new socml ||,|¢:|'|!_j',:,- fihen of wife io one
carz, king in the other)™ (1985, 132-3).

The culinary rirual of the feeh-feis o datermioe @ new king (see 6 above) his o
similar, if less direce, implication, as does the more mondane v or = lews™ held
in celebration of 8 king's accession. The scopunt of the five boorhees Togaid o€k
Anvann (par, 705 ¢h, 5, 4) 35 of especial intercat in this ropard by virtee of s
assuciaiion of an g of vouking, this time roasting rather than boiling. and cating
with each of the ahove Irensitions from sexual immeturity o masority, from
sl hunting in the wildernass o civilized lite, and from ceodidacy for o
acquisitinn of the Kingship itseld. Essenbally 1he same cunstellation of elements olso
cocirs with similar impert in Eolierg mae RBohact Mulgmediisn (pacs, 9-18; seech,
8. 2). Since we ahall see cher kings' sons tended ro pass their youth in the wild haine
ing and fighting company of the Ao (ch, @, 3 and & MoCone, 19884, 2sp. 8-10],
thiz direct progress from wilderness to kKingship is & highly significanr version of the
lvpe ol culioary passage into respecteble society seen in Ol Chulainn's cass above.

Having boen teld thara won ol his called Logeid would suceced Bim as king, Déir:
Droirerhech duly gave thiz varme (o all five ol them, o answer {0 his guestion ax to
which of those would sctiatly gain the Kingship, a douid replisd thas o Cawn woubd
cnter the asscmbly and rhat the son wha saoughl i would be king, The Cawn duls
appesrs and the five brathers set aff in pursoil oF J " Logand Ladade canghi e
fawn (afzl and Lugeid Cose broke it up (eoseraes) 5o than it s theace that {the naina)
Lugmaid Cose stuck to him. Dugaid Laig-fes performs i oroesting e Naine). ie. a
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fepst [feds) Lor them of 40, s ikl 10 is thence that (the naoe) Togad Talgfos wes
granied birm, Logaid Orede goes Toe water with a piccher fodloss) so thae ic iz thenee
he s illad ogaid Oz (of. Lat, arcw a large-Tellied vessel'" ). Everyrhing ther was
rovsted (aodfuintel of i, Togaid Taigde would cat ie. Bvery leaving that he would
pul Froen B, Togaid Corb woold conswme it so that it is thence that Cerb sruck
tox hiny, i.es ke was defiled (oaivhekn) from it Lugeid Cal slept (oofiais] so that it s
thenee e ook his name {cdl. a rece word glossed Ysleep™ - see D). Therealier
they oo hundng in the wilderoess''. The quest For shelisr after o snowstorm brings
Lugaid Corb te a levishly appoinred house inhabited by o hideous heg whom he
spurns when asked (e shiare her bed, Later, bowever, Lugeid Lugzde arrives aod
pErees Lo sleep with her, whereupon she ts transformesd intop beautifol maiden and
revegls hersell as the soversignny (Teichiaw). A Teass s then given 1o all of the
brothiers.

Focd and ils digestion also serve poomark e transitinn from pagarism and Chris-
Hanicy in the cascntiglly similar cases of Eithoc in Altram Tipe dd Medar (che 6, &)
and Brizit in her First Life (ch. 8. 2). where Both become incapable of holding down
the Toad given them by Tiarha T Danann and a druid respectively and then live
on A purs diet of the milk of special white cows, milked by Lithny berzell in Afdranr
Tize and by a Christien vitgin in Brigit’s Life, 4s w prelude to entering Christian
society. Indewd, wiven the prgun connotaiions wod excomunicale stalus ol -
members i gacly Cheistian Irelend (e MoCone, TR, 1278 ch, 9, 8:.9), than
baapl samal tnbmiersion and, parocelacly e che casé ol dsnceessors o the Kingzhip, con-
sumphinig of food and drink &< tokans of admizsion toosettled soofery may acll have
hesn mvested with some Christian zignificanes despite palpable pagan soons.

Be that as it may, it appears thar the king is mot only initisted into his now supreme
statns by being made the objoct andsor recipient of cooking but also himeself than
becomes & cooking vessel cheoneling neture™ bounty into and harmoniously com-
bining the virious ingredisnts of the whols sociely over which be rules, This des
is beantitully expressed by v passage from Sredha Memed thet hues besn browght L
my attention by Linm Brestnach and coull almoes) beve been writlen by an sarly
medisval Irizh adheren] of Lévi-Birpuss: coch dieine cfigthect dosgerer wile o Polke
spgeind Joe S Batl s - cvdee e e fia caedd ewdly feded 00 1) every Tawe Tl person
kit iz called from & trac coler heeause he iz 2 canldren that cocks tngcthor cvery
paw thing®! {0TA 2215 40-2214.2).

[, The ubiguity of firc's casential role, constructive or destroctive as the case
nmight be, in transitdonal processes crucisl for mankind hes ensured ity extynsive
Lreral or mecaphoricel exploitation in many sysiems ol relisious belivl, These browl
cumsiderylions vombine with the speciliy evidence congerning rigi and Aed, Daig
and Leswir (2-3F aoove) Lo make iU ovirlually ceriam (hal pigan Celiic and Lrish
ey thalagy ware ne exceprinns to this general tendency. Tr rhos seems guite probahlc

bl aiiginally pagan nedions wndesdy the use of eenking o hrning by firc as svm-

Wnls o cxpress & whale harel of major secial peoczsses and functions in a wide
variety of cavly Christian Trisl sourecs sahging From law rracts to sagas end szinrg’
Lives.

Thar zaid. howeovar, the invenoory of teligions prone oo fire imagery most ceriainly
includes Judeism and Christianity, the sacted scripture: of which azound in highly
chacged refersnces to fire and s effects. In the Bible Lre is abowe all a divine
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arcribure. cypically funericning as a manifesration of Ciod™s power Lo pudsh or sssisl
meen. Indecd, it is a classic instrument of medition between the shosen peaple
and a God gratified by proper tarnt offerings from rhase obedizat 1o bingg, and him

sobf “like a (smeling Jire™ (Mal. 3.2, gquasi ignis conflens) capabic of barning up
those that offend bim: “'and, behold, there came & fire owt froon the Toerd, dnd con-
sumed upun the altir the burnt offering and the Fat (ef eoce epressus ipnis o Doming
afgvegen e Aot o ealines g enpnd miper aftare). which when the hosts saw,
they privised the Ford aod Tell vpon their faces, And Wadab gnd Akiha, the sons
ol A, Inok censess amd pul [ire (hergin and inczose thereon, and offersd strange
Fire flgeem affstinm) before the ord, which bad nol been commansded them, And
there went owt fire frome the Lord and consumed them (dpreransgpe iy ¢ Doming
devargelt cost, and they dicd bofare the Lord®! {Lev. S024-10:2).

There are, of courss, plentiful biblical oocurrenacs of fire &5 an agent of God's
wrath, which “'rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire Trom
(he Lord oul af hesiven™ {Gen,. 18924, of. Luke 1729, was repeatedly warned
Againsl by the prophers (e lsaish 47:14, 6615, Jer. 21:12), was reserved for
panbelieving sinners Tahle “o goonla hell, inle the unguencheble Sre'” (R 9:42)
and w0 o However, fire also bas g posilive side in Holy Writ as the soutce or
aceompariment of divine revelation and gindbaree, a5 when Gods anged appeirs anil
Gind himaclf speaks to che cxiled Wases fenm the burning busk, promizing the
Isreelites” deliverance (Ex. 313500, or God “went before chem wo show them the way
in & pillar of cloug by doy and a piller of fire e nighe'' {ibid. 13:21). Tereimiah's
artempts {u cesisl the "cookery” of divine inspiration by God®s word (reren Daming,
28 ciame 1 noaghl berause it became in mine heart as a firz boiling up and shue
ip ooy bones™ [209, o Feoiyy est in corde men grast IS eXaesiiions ClausIsgRE
i et mels), Chne ol the seraphim aeloally pliced an obviousiy hot stone teken
il [OTIES from the Lord's altai l}_-ﬁ!l"i, ol it rykererE _|'-':I|'-I?£_|:'|'|;! frelarad e aifaril upon
Tzaiah’s mouth to purify him for propheey, and Exekiel's apocalvpiic visiong weare
introduced by & whirlwind. a gread clond, & Tire and a briglinass (1;4],

Most dmportantly of all, howeover, the. Chureh frself had bean broaght oo
cxistence by the effects of the inspiring fice of the Hely Spicic upon the apostles:
“aml when Lhe diy of Pentecost wae fully come, they were all with one secord in
ene plive. Ao suddenly chere came g sound from heeven as of a rushing mizhty
winih, il i1 Telled all the bouss where they wers siting. And there appesred unco
therm cloven: rongaes Jike as of Fre, and 0 s upon each of them (ef appariered
i alispersinge fnpuae famoneaik s sedifgue s sarmafost, Aol they were all
filled with the Holy Ghast, and began to spoeak waich othare tangues, as Uhe Spinl gave
them utterance™ (Acts 201-4), It was proswmably the Haly Sgeirit's quasi-colingry
potentizl to lgnite men inte good and commited belicvers comibined with the per-
vitsive lighl and Uire imagery in S50, John's Gospel (e.g. 105, Christ as (i venr guae
nehwminad cmiem hominemn veulertern v minadur the troc light, which lighicth
very o man rhat comef intn the warkd'" thaar Ted The eighih=cenbery aulbor of Lhe
00d Trish Crith Gebleck o designate Chreistianiog the = Tairh that kindles Goresien
adiaxnad)" (1L 223-4), a conecpr quire ccnpatible wih the varioos probably nigiee
firc svmobals discussed in previnus socricis.

Although the miraculouws exposure of the habes Deig and Brigit to Tire witho
being harmed may be coored inthe progectizs of thesa saints” arguable divine pagan
precursars (sew 4 aboyve], thew obvieosly constitues very ape partenes of the saints’
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Furare groatness in wigw af biblical parallels such as the descene of the Haly Spiri
upan the aposties ar the preervalion ol Shadoach, Meshach and Abednero in the
ficty furnace so that ““the fre bad bl oo power on their bodics {nilul poetestalis
Fabuissel dgnis i corporihus eordek), ner bad a hadr of their head besn singed.
n=ither were their coats changed, v had the small of the lire passed throush them™
(Dan, 3:27/921, lodeed, in both czses the gppearanc: of Tiee is aaplolly seen as g
sigo el the Haoly Spidi’s presence. Mochzace®™s pradiction thal Daig would “hurn
gresily with (he Holy Spirdc”” hes aleady been ciced (4 aboved, and (his e e arrgy
ol lire mivacles surrounding Brigic's birth in her First Life may be givei in Tull,
Before she wag borg “there same g ceriuin holy puest, praving to God thiougl
the night, and he fregquenily saw s the night @ ball of fire in the place whers the
bondmaid was sleeping' {par- 30 Aler the happy sventl "one day, however, that
bondmeid went to milk cows a long way ol amd lell her deughter sleeping alone
in the house. Then that hovse appeared 10 bisve caughl e and they all ran to put
out the fire, And when they had drawn near (o the owsse, Uvhe fice was nor visible
and they sww the prl happy in the house wich Beaudilol coumieninee angd ruddy
chegeks, A Lhey all said, "this girl is foll of the Holy Spio (R pesbler odensg e
spiriiy yaedo)’, Qo day, morsever, the druid and bondmaid and others sal inoa
ceriain place wodd spddenly chey saw the cloth touching the girl™s hesd burn with (he
lire ol a flame {seldlo wWderin! parnwm corringentam copud pueciloe Suaraskas froen-
din arderg], and when they sirgiched e chedr hands suddenly, they did nns sez e
fire (igmemn kok viderand)"' {par. 5), Fimilly, “one night this droid (e s was
keeping watch as was his custom and Bebuoliding the sturs of heaven, and throughoe
the whole night ke saw a Blazing eoluwimn af fire nsing From the licle house in which
the bondmauid was sleeping along wirh her daughien {par, §), This igneous cmission
ol dnaer spiritwil power is reminizcent of the Sdan Wb bursting from the crown of
a Turiows warrior ke Co Choleinn (see & above), whilc at the sarme e inviling
cornparison with @ notable fiery sign of superhuman preatness in the Hible, namsky
rie star berokening Christ’s birth pod seen by the MMagi (Mateh. 2:00-12),
Aftersccking hlessing and iospiracion from Christ, who iz addressed as “king of
the brighe sun® {1 4, & # grdipe gife) wod '"bright sun chac lights up heaven with
much holinesa™ (L. 3-8, @ gel-grivd for g riched oo mealr noibe), the auchor of
Feiire Clengsso proceeds to the stirring centra! conirssl of his prologues beowoen the
Fare of the suints, torfured in ebsewrity onearth bul recipients of fame and heavealy
bliss witer deach, with that of cheir proud and prosperous persecutors, long foraot-
ten andd rudting in hell. Fire plays 8 prominent rale in (bis sustaing series of imeges
illustrating the iriumph of ones weak Chrsdianity and the sout of the apes powssiul
feathen, The Chrislian martyrs’ paszage o heaven could he asonplished by g
eathier griesonie culinary process whersby “'they have been buenn gver Cres'" (1 29,
rotodserkes Hos tentdl) or "were scourged, a kerd course, theough the Turnages ol
fire™ (Il 434, spoiglivhe, soof cofod srésnn surnu rened), but now “‘the greal kings
of the pagans wail perpetually in burring (mdr-mr inre mgextes Bith-galair |
toscud), the hoses of Jesus withonl Gall are juylul after criumph'™ (L £1-47.
Pairick Ford has rocently drawn atiention (2 the roychelogical significance of fire
in Muircha's Late seventh-conowry Life of Tatrick, arguing *'that the tensions arising
(rom {he vonlrentation betweon the old and new religions cime Lo be expressed (and
subsequenily resodved) through these symbols™ (1983, 290 Thus Pairick's imminent
destruetion ol pagioism i: foreshadowed quite carly in this work when his ebilurte
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ersuwhile masler Mibuce msoelaies himsell and Lis possessions io e greal conllagra-
tion rather than accepr Patrick's ofter of salvation (1 11-2: Bicler, 1979, 76-31).

The cenirepiece of the Life is Patrick’s ultimately swocesstul situcple to convernt
thie stvbborn king of Tara Loegeire along with his besthen court, a conflicr
defiberaiely echoing the Old Testamenl episode of Shadreach, Meshach, Abedoego
amd che Tery Toraee doh, 20 33 bl s symbolicidly ashered in when the swint lights
iz paschal T oo the Wil of Slane o deliasee of & pagan costarm thad nao Gee sheold
B Il oo (hat night uncil coe had been Kindied o Tare, “the head of all pagsnisim
wnad i:]n::-hd!l_'.-" [T |"|: 1: Simapnady dwneeis prialifiladis o ér.l'.l_.l:'.:.rl’rfm::l. |.|_'||:_r;.a|i_7|;e"_-. cireds
duly warn that “wnleas this lee, shich we see and whiclh has be2o ) Belore o
could ke kindled inowour house, is cetingeished on thizs szame nighe thae it has been
Lit, it will nower be cxtinguished forever. Morcover, it will alzo swrpass all of the fivcs
of our cuscom, &nd he who has kindled it and the kingdem reaching us through him
by whom it was kindled will on this night overcome ws all and will seduce vou and
gll the men ol your kingdom. And wl kingdoms will $sil to him and it el {6l
everylhing wid wall reizn Gor all eteropiy '™ (115, 3-6), Nezulless to say, Losgaice amd
bus woborts Fail g pul ool the Tice destaned 10 ook Drelaand oo a Christian soun-
iy, @ Fuether sigaificant culipary svmbal heing the bronce Gualdron [renews)
hestowed apon Tatrick along with the Tand for Tus chareh of Acmagh (1 34,

The ordeal in which Pawick's disciple Benignws is wnbacmed by Tire whearaas
Ldcaaive’s druid is consumed (1 20, 9-13) draws on the cpisode of the ficry furnace
(Do, 3:22-T) as well as Elish's contest with the priests of Baal (scc ch. 2, 5h. In
each cise so L *' e acls are highly svmboelic, che symmbolism recreating the triumph
of the new Caith over (he old - Pairick™s fire (of Christianity) over the pagen cult
lire’” [Lord, 1983, 310

O his wary 10 Avmagh ode, Patrick wie spoken (o by an angel ftom a burming
bzl that was not censamed, s had gravioosly bappened 1o Mases [sicond grliog
Moesd proveneralf)™, Hovwerer, ahereas God's message o Moses was 1o leave his
fathcr-in-law and reowrn o Bgyot (o deliver las ewn peaple, |he aneel orders Parrick
to turn back from Armagh and acecpt death in Sal (1T 2), As o dhe Boses story,
fire here marks & major fransition for the hero, thig time from Armagh to Saul and
Iife to death. I'iee is associated with Parrick even after death. When a church was
beinyr buill over his grove, Che sxcavators "suw a fire burst forth from the tomb and
reteeatimge (wared the Uame-bewring fice of the Heme'™ (I 12, ignem 2 sgpuichro
erympere widerund i recedendes Tommigerym Umuerinl fanimae ignesi).

Vienlion hazg E]l'Eﬁd:.- ke miade of the causiic elTecls of puelic satite (8 above),
Bt rhe legal traer Mimdeleehfe acrually wsed an apposite Latm quotaion Froon Che
Bible to liken a poet's praise o proving in & amith's fire: questicon, s e el (e
chreicy of preies or satire ordained? If it be secording e rhe cntidloment af the
peoplz of God, only the praize of God is ordained and heswven is its veward. IF it
be aocording Lo Lhe entitlement of the people of the world, however. it 13 ordained
ws Sobuwoon (seid); as silver s proved inothe meling pot and pold in the Furmace,
0 ts aran dproved ) Dy a pradser’s mouth (Gweimodo conprobaiir GrEsninaT ST -
__I"n'u'ru;:l.rep' < & __-"r:.'r:mm? aderi, e RO oee deecandst (CITE 587,214, <l Prov.,
2T:21).

There was, then, no reason why monastic awtoes shouid feel discomforr with
much of the fire symbelism prozably inherited from pre-Christian times, sinec the
Bitle ivzell made exiensive use of such imapges and concepts o exproas God's power
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0 blight or bless men. Themeselves adrodd cnoks of suitable native and zeoclesiastical
ingredients inte a litecary ool ideological new! infuzed with Christianity, medieval
[rich Siergd seem o hgve had na guaiims about exploiting or combining sitnilar
netive wod biblizal myiholngical concepes of fire’s role in order o convey syn-
creristic lexival messages ro Cied-foaring contemporaries,




CHHAPTER EIGHT

Heroes
and saints

1. Asscholiors hives long resowmizal, 1here wee undendable (haeeoatic anl compiosi-
ciomal alTirres between madieval Frish sagas and salnig” ives, Alikough 1he twa
way direction of this inferaction s been doly aeknowledped, the grearer empilsasis
s usualiv been placed wpson the infloence of the native heeodc upon the imporred
fagicgraphic genre,

Charles Plummer qupporeed & gaatement along these lines with  pertinent
cramplea: “and just gz Cuchuleinn was made to prophesy of Chriat. se Finn pro-
phesies of various seins, Lo other ways, too, saints are browehs: into seculer storizs,
somerimes with a fioe contempt for chronelogy and moendity, Bug i in chese ansd
other wavs thesoclesiaziivs mouified Ui secular lerature, which they lurgely delped
o preserve, much geepler wis (he inllueoce of ihe secular slory wpon Lhe
eelestgsiical legands, This infleence may lake the Poemeaitbiar of divest impariaton,
cr ol censcions imitation, o of wneonscious permeation' (0910, T, cxxviin. Folim
(3 Brizin’s bricf arcicle on "“Saga themes in Trish hagiography' {1947 has & similar
impeorr, a5 does Jean-Michel Picard's recenn detailed investigation of an epdsndc in
Adornnan’s soventh-cenoury Life of Columba (1989, and Binchy has gone so far as
v claim that the saintly storics “were, &fter all, nothing more than the old heroic
tales trensposed in o Christian o quasi-Christian key. lodezed, g5 the French scholar
Czarnuwskl bas poaded goly s dype ol Christianienl saga wie best calcalinled (o
eppeal L o sevenlb-ceniury lrish gudisnce |, Withool accepling Lhe aunthar’s
exireme sz 1hal the Pacnck legend @5 che creation ol (he protessioma ] posts (05,
pne can ceacdile ageee with him Gl the rish Sottmensegre 35 the dirsst descendant
ol the lrish Saldercegs® (1962h, 57-8).

Asom number of eascs to he dizcusscd bolow sugsesr, thers is something to b said
Tor this approach, particalacly e= epplicd o s2ines’ Lives epperantly composcd afuer
the seventh century. After all, this would be & menifesraiion of what Plummer calls
“*a process wiich may be noted wherever we cen trace to any extent che history of
the inrodustion of Christianity among heathen oeoply; the incorporasion, namely,
imto the struchure of Lhe mewer coesd oF Pragroenis oF malersals - “stones ool of (s
buidding”  taken feoem the ald" OV, 1 enwss Dndeed, the approprialion of ragan
msigleria s, with auch adaprations &s were decmed secessary oo desirable, o the
Chierch's paarpaose was nor anly quire in kezping with carly medicval missionary
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srvaccgy, 1o judge Frond the sivth-zentury Pope Gregoy the {frcat’s adyice (o
Augustine of Canterbury as repored by Beds (Hisforis Feclesiastica [ 30), but has
alen besp seen i peoviows chapiers o be g pervasive feature of zacly Chrostan
Tretaned™s su-cilled “secular’ literature, As fur as hee hagimgraphers were concerpesd,
Picard apines with somce fostice thar “reducing 1he cosmoganic content of anyianl
Lmgles-Foropean myths to their ‘histerical’ meaning and wanstersing Lhe super

nittural clement te the person of (he saint arc oo complementary lechnigues
designed to oblitzrace older beliels and replace them by the new chrisban fairh™ so
{hat ““in rransmitting older myihs as acecdetes or isolared lepends wathen the conicxt
of & christian sysiem of Caith, [hey contribured o the brevking up ol an intzgrated
system of pazan bediels™ (1989, 373,

On the eiher band, it mmasr also be boroe ioomdnd chal ish hagiographical com-
position in Latin van he rraced back with complete veriainty ar least as fac as L
middle of the seventh centory, whereas there i no gond reason oo suppaose that thy
writing ol sagas in Old Trish begen on any seafe before the cighth (of, Thurneysen,
1921, 14.&). While this consideration will hardly deter these inclined 1o place
mienasic literaey in thrall to @ sevular meal tradition from very gacly ong The monks®
initizl concentration upon swindly rather than seoular Reroic oarstive surely oines
Lot appreciable deares of independence coupled wich the likelihood chal they drew
wpen familiar continental hagiographical models se well as the mirscles of the
canonical and ppoeryphal scriptares™ (Plummer, 1910, L, exsxii). Despite Plum-
mer’s hesitatamy, The lareer were surcly the ultiomate calalyst fon “seories of raising
the dead, terning warcr into wine, welking on (be waier, multiplying food,
miraculous power of speaking languages, and so forth® {ihid.) in the Lives. Since,
mareover, “one very obvicus way of expendiog The lile of 4 saint was to Incorporile
incidents relating to thet saint from (he bves of orher sainte™ (ibid., s,
hiugiographicel writing repdily acguired s own momentum eod prizved e
capable of influencing ‘secular’ saga, as convincingly argued by Carney (1955
35481 on the basis of sirkingly similar modifs shared by the vernecular sagas Tdin
Heb Fraieh and Aided Feremve with the sevench-ceatury Latio Lives of Hiigit and
Columba by Comitosuz dnd Adomnan roapoctively.

Regarding the siructure of those Irish saints’ Lives wonlidently dated o the
ceventh ceplury, rhe ‘continental® stamp of Sulpicies’ Life of Martin upen
Comtosus™s Life nf Rrigic and Adomnéan's Lile of Colawmba has recently been con-
trpstesd with the fnative’ odenation of politeally mintivated narrative itineraries
pepilied v Tirechdn's work on Patrick and the older lives of Brigit by Litaa and
Adlerin enthedded in her eighth-cenuery First Tife (MeCone, 1984b, 29-32 aml 34-5).
I'he final Life in this group could then b2 said to combine and develup thes2 twn
srrands: Cdrawing @s it doss upen the resources of conrinental-sixle hagiography
and nasive zama too produce whal i, deapize some rough @ulees, a Thoeoughly well
constrcted nacraiive, hMuitehil's aceount of Patrick seerms (o have booome somes-
thing of & teeml-zeiter in [rish hagingraphic compusiticn ™ {ild., 3d). The corollary
was that *'1he eatlizsr Trigh saints® Lives are el in Lavn and owe moch to concinentul
madsls, bul were suhjected from an early period o increasing nflucncs from secolur
frusdition, particalariy as regardes @ preocrupation with policical siatus and connee-
tions lhal was wivelly 2xpressed in geographical and genealogical terms, [he o
lon of various themes and ullimaiely of & corrain narrative style’™ {ibid., 38).

[Mis “somi-narivist” stunce cegueres somie modifization o thy lgh of Fieard's sl
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more positive cvaluation of (be rele of licerary contineneal sources: by the mid-
soventh contury, hagicgraphy was o well-sstablished gonre, with 115 foprod, Tules amd
coaventions and the Frish manks bad access to the best models available in BEurope
at the time. Monastic libranes contained works such as Arhanasiis's Fig Aafoni
in the Latin translation by Fvagrius, some of the Lives written by Jorome, Sulpicius
severus's Fig errind, the Acto Sifeserd, Conssantinns®s Fig Germand and (e
mory reesnt Fise Bewedierd, writren hy Gregory the Oreut in his Dialngi. Modern
soholirship iz shown that these works wereg used in Leeland aod meny themes and
mixlilz of Irsh saints’ Lives are boreowad (rom chem'™ (19383, %), Furthermnse,
“urcter the disguize of constartia, an impoant monastic virtue, the static slemont
of rhe sain's chanacler wlso gppears in Sulpicius's Fitg Moriin/, [n seventh-conoury
[rish hagiography, this Teatoure dominates not only the Firg Colwmbge but also
Cogitosus™s Fite Srgooe, This conception of biography will secvive in some of the
lacer Virge seucioredy Hiberaige, One then understands why both suthors did noc
hesitare o prosen their saing’s Life praeposrers ordime. Whal has besn sesn as a
foilurz in the streeture of these works in tact reflects 2 deliherale quitude of the
writers towards biography. They conceived their witge as acoounls of sdemilicint
pvenis through which the spesial oalure of the saint was revealed and ool as @
chronolipgned story of hizar her lifz. Marsover, this preacnracion happ=ned o por-
respeoned (o the character of the hern i Cellic mythology. By retaining thiz Feature
ol classical and early chostian biography, Cogiicsus aod Adomnin were able o
combine their native Irndition with that of Larin lefiers' {ibid., 79).

Leaving questionable assumptions abour rhe narurs of 1he papgan Critic hero o
one side for the rime being, we may torn o Fieards rooosiant idencification of
likely continencal models For che allegedly native itinerary upproach referred to
alove. “While the Ve Marfini reprezents the main inlloence in egely Irish
hamorraphy, enother trond was alao o vopue. s strocture was akin oo that of an
émergriny in o whick the life of the holy men - itself & journey in this world - s
pressntvd apainst a tackground of iravels. The pattorn was fradilivnal among
hagivgraphers, It was succcssfully used by Philosras in his Lo af Apoflomios of
frarg e Jorome had made i© famouws 1o Letin bagiographs witlh the B
Hllarieels writlen in 391, This work was known in Leeland in the scventh century
for Adomndn quodes [tom it in the Vire Columboee' (ibid,, 80). This partern of conm-
position tne, then, wis probably based upon foveign originals, elthough i was of
noceRsity awiftly adapisl e the early Irish political environment in which it was
cxpectcd to function.

The various parerng of borcowing aod influcnce arguahiv responsible for the
rather complex end clusive hisiorical relationship berwecn sagn wnd hagborraphy will
be lurgely mored below in favowr of an attempt to clavify the conlermporansous
imphiaiens of some demonsteable conversness in our carly Trizl sourves” repre-
sendalion of kerows and seind.

2. Tothe 1R70L G0 von Hahn idencified whal be iermed an “Arvan expulsion
and return Tornlat™ inothe lives of famees heroes like Perseas, Heracles, Oedijpus
and Theseus from angenl Gresce, the Roman Romwiles and Bemus, the Sorman
Sjepfricd end Walfdiedich, Cyrus of Persiz and Tndis®s Earna and Kroishna, The
scheme he elaorared was soon spplied with slighe amplificanion g Celdc marerial
by Alfred Nuoct (18313 ée ¢ Cathisaigh, 1977, 2440, whaose restment incleded the
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Iiigh characters Fionnn; U Chulann, §abraid Maen and Conall. A majur advance
samein 1914 when, a8 0 Carhisaizh puts it, *'some lorty years after von Hahn, the
paychoamtyst (Mro Rank produced & soudy af ke parern bessd oo fiftzen
bingraphies, including thoss of Moscs and Jesus Christ. Rank’s pee of hiographies
from anlside the ‘Inde-Leropean’ area was impmzane, and von Habin's heliet tha
the malienn is exclusively *Aryan’ cannet be sustained™ (foid., 4. Leed Reglen won-
Hnued this process by adding Javan and Milatic heroes s well as the Old Testa
meni's Toseph wnd Flijah to his Greek, Morse and British expmples (1934, 1936,
144FF ). and de Vrigs ron based his version of the pattern un i dumber of il Terenl
iradicians, iocludiag Caltic (1963, 2185 scc O Cathasaigh, 1977, 671, The Rees
hrothers huve sct up a pacusdigm for the hero’s conceprion and birth in Celtic
marerial and duly note that “stories of the voming of saints fnta the world (as
recorded i the Lives of the Saints) have & greal deal in common with those of the
teapular’ heroes™ (1061, 223.4), Finally, O Cathasaigh (o, cit.) bay used de ¥ries's
muadel as the framework for & detailed expmination of the heroic hingraphy of
Corenac mac Alrl.

The medieval Irsh vernasular saza Lefbded e nEchach Maudgmmaddin will zerve
here with the help of italics to give some idea of the kind of leartres commonly hield
lo he signiticant in accounts of the birth and youth of a hero, in this case Ml
“nizfallach, the aponymous ancestor of the LT MNED and rnyihical founder of 1heh
meonopoly over the Tare kingstip i the historical pericel.

To hegin with, Migll is degeien e of wediock by his royal fakrer, king Echu
Muigmedin of Tara, vpon u fowdy maether, the shvewnman Ceirenn. who i movET-
theless o feraipn princesy, s Fife am threarened by 1he kimg"s jealous wife Mongfind,
who lorces Cairenn to do hard lahour “that the child might die in her womb™ (per.
11 #tnd thus causes MNiall o he born and left coposed on the geeen {fuatfeche) onsidy
I'ara, whers e is wiacked by birds. However, e s rescwe o redred BV O FEREEET,
the poet (Fices) Tarna, who delivers a praphecy of e okild s future growiness (pars,
2-4). Atver Lhis exite, Niall reiures fome to Tara with Tura when ready to Bagdane
king, and efevetes Ris morher (o hor proper fapal Seaiy (par. d}. Mongfind Iries oo
thwart Niall's chances of succesding to the kingship over her own sens by mcans
of variows fests (par. 31, Niall duly succeeds in hese, surpassing his rivel elder
Broihers [ carns o druidic sanction by brinking an anvil our of @ burning smichy
iR comirast with the various lesser implements picked wup by his brochers (par. 6-T).
with Forna's help aveids a plan of Mongfind®s io kil him {par. 81, receives the best
wegpnis for the honl (par: 9), and finully goes asrray with nis heothers o the
wilderness but, when (hey encounter a hidenes hag after kindling 2 fire to cook their
guasy for eating, i% the only one preparad (o sleep with her. Fhereupon ahe Deoarmes
4 heantiful maiden and reveals hersell ac the sovereigniy Ihos granted to hirm and
his suceessors henecforth (pars, Y-17; ¢f. eh. 3, 3 and 17, ch. 7, 9). After a irius-
piant Fureorung the righe of Niall and his descendants @0 sucosed s father ahcad
of Bis bronhers and thaics is acknowledocd and eveniually Implemented (pans, 18-3)

The clage reletionship between the sccular and the saintly heroic bicwraphy is well
illustraied by the opening sectioig of 3t. Brigil’s Latin First Life [Ballandus, 1638,
115-20, in which these and more or less syuivalent motifs are prganized oo ko
essentially analogous structure of expulsion and return, due allowancs eing macde
{isr the censral fizure’s heing a sainily herning rather thin @ kingly hero.

Brigit's moiher, rhe heautiful slave Hroicscch, was tsppregnarcd by hec conod
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Fiscent mester, “a cerliain Leinster noblomsan named Dubthach't, woach Lo the
wnnoyanee of the arer's iwtol wirte, who soughl 1o persnede Bim to scll fer = las
her ultspring surpass my offspring™ (par. L). One day, when Dubthach and his pres-
raanl slave wers rravelling in & chiriot, the noise caused i druid to prophesy that “he
seed of vuur wite will serve the sewd of your slavewoman (o the end of timic™, Tn
respeise (o Chis Dubthach thanked Goul *because hitherto | bive kad no deaghie
but only sons' {par, 2). Although the visiling bishops Meal and Malchi couple & pro-
phoey thar ““the olTspring of your boendwomman will surpass yvou gnd vour sesd’? with
the advice that sheshould “revertheless love (har bondwoman Tike WUMIC CWT1 5005
because her progeny will wrestly beacfic your sead’”, his wife's unabiied JeEsonsy
wnd tury finally forec Dubthach te sell his save 10 o visiting pocr, while recining
bis claim on the child she is expecting. The poet Then leaves for his own tersiiory,
tigking Broiceech and the nascend Brigit oith him (par, 7). He inooeen sells thes (e
a druid lrom the Nozth a8 & pratude to Brime's hicth (par. 43, che remarkaizle eenuin
of which will be given in full below, and various aceompanying [ire miracles thar
have already been described (ch. 7, 100, T'he druid migrates wiih Begjczech and her
daughter o Connachi, but they are forced (g move to Munsrer through loeal AMEET
et little Brigit's prediclion that the tereitory will be hees. “which was laer Fulfilled.
for Brigit's parachis is great today in those regions™ (pers. § 7L

There follows an cpizole containing virteally the sume motif a3 tha! porlending
Fathne's trensition from a pagan wo & Christian envirenment in the meeh laler ver-
macitlar lest Afiranr Tioe dd Medgr [che &, 612 “the holy maiden was nanscated Exy
the droid's fuod and esed to vorogt dailv. Considesing (hese macters, the druid
examined the cuuse of the sickness, discovered it and suid: 1 am unclean, hul thi
girl is Fall ol the Holy Spirit. However, she docs not take my tood’. Then T pricked
out & whire cow and destined it for the girl, And a cortain Christisn women, a most
religious virgin, used (o milk char cow, and the girl vsed to drink Lhe milk of that
cow, withour womiting since her stomach wis heulthy, And thar Christian woman
reired the gird™ {par. §), In due course the druid sent for Brigit's faniher, who finaily
brought her peregringiory banishment tn an end by recurning home with her (par.
Hh subseguently Brigit raises her slave mother (o Cresdom o reruen faor g mmicgels
and esvorls her home oo Tobbash (per. L3} Afeer perlorming various miacles and
apuriing roaerimony, Brigic fingily becomes & holy vingin in God’s sarviee by taking
the vail {par, 16

As regards dole, mention of (he L Nail) king of lara Méelsechlzing mae
Domnaill {reigned $E0-1002 and 1014 22) and the Muonster interloper Brian Bérama
(LR-L4) i scetinns 1% and 16 respectivaly ol Soirtre o #Eshumech proves that the
texl in its extant form is no older than the early eleventh cantury,

Converscly, the lack of reference to Tarer Kinmge suggests thal i wis hardly com-
piled muzh lazer than this either, 2 hypothesds eminently compatible wilh i1s firmlw
Minledly Irish lungusme. Tlis, howsver, would o preciude the possibilicy that the
cenrrad slury about Niall's acquisition of the kingship had been rewarked from o
rather alder griginal, a5 perhaps indicated by a reasanahle smattering of good Ol
[rieh Fownes in the Llext. Be thar as i1 muy, the First Lifc of Brig can be fairly securely
dated to the mid-eighth centory and s first 41 scetions shown (o be drawing heavily
upon Afleran®s losr mol-seventh-contury Lutin Lifs on the basis of close similarirics
with the independent menth-century Old Trish and lace sighsh-contury metrizel Lives
(MoeCone, 1932, | 14-24 @ngd [32-0; 10840, di-s), The compositinn of Brigi!™s beroiz
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biography in Lasin o, then, with some conlidence be traced bigek 10 ies cesentialy
o aroend the middle of the seventh cenlury. At such ano eurly diale, The native pai-
jerng that would seern to have conrribuied substancially Lo this narrative are likely
i have been adapied from an oral raher than a written miliss; the corollary being
that the szcliest litevary madel for a lypeal Trish heroic biveraphy was provided by
a saint's Life in Tacin.

1 Even when confined to (wo narratives suck ae the Torcgoing, ezzeniially rax-
onomic comparison of the type adopred by von Hahn and achers is ponlrenncd by
ahvisus differences ge well as suriking similanties, and classitivaiory difficulties
inevilahly incregse with the amount of relevanl material brought mte plav. Conse-
guently a major "problem poscd by the heroic hiography is ene of methodology
Lveryone who hus investigaied the matter hias prodiced a foreulaticon differing io
arne measure from the others” {0 Cuthasaigh, 1977, . A masimally comprehen-
wive classification ul 1he constituent slemsnis of heraic biography worldwide would
presumably need 10 proceed inoguasi-linnazan fashion from very gonerel mago
groupings down thiongh increasingly derailed subdivisions, Al prosent the nearest
approach to (his probably unetiaina ble ideal is de Vries’s system, the superiorily of
which o ils rivals was apparent 1o O Carhasaigh (o, vit.],

Thus conceived, the heroic hiveraphy would amount o & particular applicarien
of the mniif-index approach 1o falklore and lileratore cnshrined in Stich Thomp-
o'y monurental classificators work (1432-6). Indead, this overall seheme has bern
apphied by Tom Peste Cross tn carly Irish ieraiure, including hagiozraphy, in sn
inces whizh “follows Profeser Thompson™s meibod of classification and cnumera-
Lign, numbers not veeurning in Professor Thonipson's work being marked with an
asrerisk | Lo Thiz ndex iz intendsd primercily for the wse of stadents of folklore,
customs and of comparative literatere, To this end, the refgrences tocarly Irish o
Hiberao-Lilin sources are freguently supplemented by eferences to modern
schalarly works in which motifs found in Celtie are cites Tor purpeses ol v
parative study in various fields of Klerary of coitural history - . - To insure s wide
usetulness as possitle. praference s wiven o translations contained in bouks of
relatively easy accessibility™ (1952, profaceh

1 i esisy enough to find Thompsaon s Cross labels (o many features of fohfes mac
nEcipeh, fnr cxample, as the Collowing selection shows: TL21L Unsgul miErriaac
[TIZ1.6 *Man weds his bundmaid); Q432.1 Princess serves as menial [ClR2].1
snecond wife (slave) must serve &5 meniall; LD Vicrarious vounger =an! H12432
Youmgesr brother alone succeads on quest; 115743 King chosen by 1t [HIFW.2
<fhe hurning forge (smithy). He whe salvages anvil will be hngl; DTII Loathly
lady. Man disenchunis Inathsome woman by embraciag her; N771 King {princy] Losi
an hune has adveniures: WAL *Prophesy: future preainess and fame [M3TUL1
*Praphecy; pregminence of man’s desvendants]; M301 Prophers [24301. LE #lP0el as
praphet, M31T.19 *Smith as prophel]; B131 Exposed or abandoned child rescued.

Wears some such near and nearly exhavstive classification of a reasonably oypical
heroic bicgraphy's key elemenis leasible, it ought then tn be possizle tu pxiiapolare
and list (hose applving wo any wiven version of the fundamenzal pailent, whether
cerurring in cacly Irish texts, in some other ol of literary trashioen such as the
Wikle, or cven in modern comics or tilms abwal Supermen and hes 1%, The sum and
arrangement of these would then constilole & [EXON0MIC dassizr on the individual
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narrative or e narealive complex in guestion as (hecend Tesult of & Traces
analagous to thar applied by Propp o his verious Sfenctinns and ‘moves” in arder
to determine the basic i phology of certain tvpes of Tolkiale (ses ch, 3, 4%

However, like any ather taxonomy, o maximelly procise formal classificetion of
the heroic biography's cssendial or opliienil Features and their various gutested com-
Binlions may be an invaluable analyiicsl aid but cannot corstitute an il ersrelation
eroexplapeiion in e own right: Tn efMect, 10 can help in recognising whar the oil-
ferenges uned simmilacities are bur not what they are for, Morcover, insofar s il
attmpl s o reduce i large number of surface varianis (o o basic protoovpe, it inviles
criticiams similar Lo those levelled by Lévi-Srrauss against Propp's method {sec ch.
3. 4Y by vircee of Failing to offer 2 mechanizm far integraing Lhe countless sctal
variants with the underlving paliern or patierns abarracted Trom them.

4. According to Recs and Hees, “whereas the pattern of the hero's lite has little
N sumImen with what is historically signilivant in the lves of men, i does, as Lord
Raghsr bas shown, correspond with the ritual life-cyele. In human socisiies
generally, the limes when each person heconies the ceneral figure in a ritual are those
ol hig Birih sndd baplism, initaton and marriage, death and burial. The myth has
& hearing upon |he mepning of these rites'" (1961, 2133, Adter quating e fisd par)
af this assenlially Mimctionalist explanacion (see el 3, 3), O Cathasaigh agrees rhal
“i mooms true that the heroic biopraphy is concerned esseniially with life-crises, znd
thers is much to be said for (he view that the episodes in the heroic bicrraphy are
the mythic correlarives of the riles of passage (border experiences) identified by van
Gennop in his classic work' (1477, 220

With repard to the varioos rilualy or 'rites of passzes’ (hal were his immediate
cunvern Arocld van Gennepo cxplaived the symbolic poteney of “hminality® e
lellivws: “*[he dior iz the boundary between 1he loreien und domestic worlds in e
case ol an ordinary dwelling, beeween the profne sl sacred worlds in the cass of
& temple. Therelors (o cross the thresheld o gnie gneself with 2 new world, 11
i= thus &n impocland sl in marrisgge, adaptinn, ordimation and funcrel coremonies
-« - It will be noted thal |he rites cecred out on the thresholl itself are transition
rites. “Purifications™ (washing, ¢lsansing ete.) constitute rites of separation from
previceus surroundings: there follow cites of incorporation {preseniation of selt, &
shired meal, ete.). The rites of (he threshold are cherefore nigl “union® cecemonics,
properly speaking, but rites of preparation for union, rhemselves precedsd by riccs
of preparacien for the transitional =hgee, Conssquendly, T propase Loocalf the rices
of separalion [rom a provious world peefionmgl rives, those exeoired during Lhe {cin-
sipil sl doiea for tireshadd) vies, and 102 ceremonies of inen possiion ity
the new worlil postforingl rizes™ (1980, 201},

T &n esaay showd aspects of Christ’s mission entitled “*Fishing for men on the
cdge of the wildervess™ these thres van Genvep phases huove besn swmimarizad gy
tollows by 3ir Edmund |each - **1; The initiate is separaien from his or her ariginal
sterus in real world sociely (rite of separation). 2, The initiate iz isnlared from society
inustete of limbe associared wih leboos of various xinds (morsinud stat=). 1. The
iz 3s brought back ingo real world society in his or her mew [nitiated ) stecus (rite
b agerepetion)” (Alier and Kermode, 19E7, 5841, Leach then procesds 1o analvse
Wlowes' early caresr in these terms: SFirsl sequence: la, Moscs s born as o Hebpew
Levite of Jowly status (Exod. 20103 & Dudng o massecre of male Terselije children
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Muses % placed in e ark of bulrushes (sacrifics and rite ol separafion involving
symbolic death [picturss of Moses' ark often show a kind of eoffin]p. 2. The ark
Flodtls 1o the river (marginal state). 3. Maoses is discovered aoed lifted from the water
by an Fgvpiian princess (syorbolic rehirthl He brcomes an Fayplian prince Eving
in a palace {rite of ageregalion). Sccond soquence; Tad, “Mioses s now an Egvptian
prines. b, He kills an Egyptian and flees from Pharach (Exed. 2:15) (sacrifice aml
rite of sepuraion], 2. Moses takies refuge in the Wilderness {marginal state). 3. Moscs
retuns o Egypt with the standing of a mighty prophel with magical powers {Excd.
4:29% (rice of apgregation)’ (ihid., 383,

T view of Tupclinnalise insights, which have begn supplemented rather than sup
planced by sirocluralist approaches (ch, 3, 3-4), infi the close relationship Berwezn
custom, rilual and myth, cxtentive mythicsl and Tircrary cxploitation of houndary
symhelism s nnly w be cxpectad. O Riain has made important use ol vin Gennep's
approgch 1o chucidate cerly Irish material {1972 ab). and Nagy’s recent revolu-
pomiry erpreration of 4 mawe of Fenizn materizl {1DEZ) copsiibules A larac-sonis
sipugtuialist application of this iheory to an Irich lierary gene doe 1o figure in the
nexl chaprer. Furthermors, the accoant of 5t. Brigits birth in section & of her First
Life provides as litecal an exemple of liminality io ven Genoep's sense as one could
wish For: “one dey, howsver, (hat drgid invited hiz kiog and queen to dinner, Dl
|he queen was chose Lo giving Bircth, Then the king's Uriends and scrvants were ashang
a certain prophel ol what hour the queen should bea the offspring, The druid said:
SF it shouwld be Born o the marrow gt sunose, o weuld have no one on gitrih as
its ogual®. Bue Lhe yueen horea son before tme. However, in the morning wher the
suin hed risen, [he druid's bondmaid came hume carrying & vessel full of resh milk
and. when she hid pur one foor across the (hreshnid (trars dment of the hovse &nd
the other feol outzide, she f2ll ioeo g sing position upon the threshold (super
limren) unet bore a daughter. For thus the propher had said chit thial bondnaid would
cive birth neithen inzids the house nor aulside the house (rec in doma des exina
o), And the infant’s body was cleansed with that warm milk whicl she was
carrying'’ [Hollandus, L1658, 119],

The litarally liminal birth su Celly described and heavily emphisized hers reionaes
with other boundary siuetivns in Riigic's conception wnd sarly life. Thus her birth
or i physical threshold, neither inside not cusile (e bnuse, matches her
anmthivalent sociel position s the 2hild of & servile ouicis racther and 2 nehle Ll
nwiting father, gs an exile from paternal home and (erritnry destined to return i
dus course (sex 2 abuve). SMoareower. the very accoul af Ber bivth containg @ highly
wrought comtrust between the son boro premalurely to e great gueen and he
daughrer burn @t just the right time to @ humble slavewemaen, The furner’s birth
fails to piss the temparel threshold of sunise on the morcow 1o gern the great
destiny prophesicd, whereas the lutier’s dnes so to quelify for (bl grzamess in
brepch of wnrmal social expectaions,

I sorme aarracives to be discussed later similer liminel siloations o0 the very
threshoid of Tife leave a permansnl k. As & Cethasaigh puis i with the help of
i ynoiation from Legeh's essay (Fesenis a3 piyih (1965, 11), i is clear that these
hirth-imarks - g5 they may foosaly he called - have o pesitive function 1o mack oul
the Tiero 85 an extriordinery person. The same = douhiless truc of such featores of
the heroie e as virwin birth, incesteons birth sl soeon. The stroctaralssts of fes
ancexplanation of these feateras in terms of ‘mediaion’ of paired carcgoriss [suh @5
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legitimatesillegitimare): - = *bdediztion’ (in this sepee) is dlways achieved by introdue-
ing a third caregory which is. *wbnormal® or “anamalmes’” in tecms of ordinary
‘rational’ carcgnrics. Thos myths are full of fabulows ouresiers, ocarnate Eods,
virgin mothers. This itiddle gripond i5 abnormal. non-natussl, bely, 1t @s typically
the focus of all taboo and itesl wbservence.” The hero belongs (o this 'middle
grownd’, for there can be oo doubi sbewi the gnomelous character, (he olheroess,
il the heroie life-pattern’® (1977, 45.8),

Lirumad sifuacions obvicusly clustér vound Brigit and other Trish Tervic Ngures,
both zainlly and secular, to be discussed below precissly bocavse of (be hero's
universl lrninal slacus god sssaciared mediaiory fungtion. In his scminal sty ol
the northwestern Amerindinn Tsimshign myzh The Steey of Asdival (1978, 146-97;
sog ah. 3, 4), Tévs-Biraugs has duly emphasized this aspesi, The son of an carthly
human methor and a supermaiural bird facher, the resiless Asdival feils to maintain
stable relationships and proves to be en inveterate twoeway oscillator beoween divine
ard bhuman wives; life and death, matrilezal and paciibocnl residence. East and
West, home and ebroad, mouniaing ind sed, carth and heaven, sarih and subrerra-
nswn reglons, human end animal soiiely, human and bird from eic: belore finaily
bing immokilized and turned inco stene balfway up a mountain. This exlcawordinary
et s punctuated by aumerous contmailictions, pardeouiarly in the second haelf
wihgn “'Erom neutrel the math goes inlo reverse’ ™ and "'the king of the wmountains
«ov o 1% vaughl on g curicature of & mountain, one that is doubly so hosanse, on Lhe
nne hand, it % notbdsg more than a recf and, on the ollber, it i surroanded ano:d
almast submerged by sei. The ruler of wild animals and Liller of Bears = to be saved
by a she-mouse, a caricalure of a wild animal, She makes him underiake 2 aekterg
Rear Jjouvwdy, Just as ihe she-beer, che supreme wild: apimal, had impozed i
Asdiwal a celestial fourney ., |, The man who had killed animals by the hundrods
goes this time to heal them and win their love, The bringer of Togd , . . becomes
Toad, since he ds trensporced in the seq lon’s stomach™ {1978, 1&0-1),

v, Alan Aveock has rocently applied Levi-Strauss’s inzights congerpinr Asdiwal
ler the well knoewn story of Lat and his wite (Gen. 1%:1-38), which he sees as pro-
gressing between Five taomacic poles: Tirsily, from “the restraint asd souial Form-
ality'™ of “the hospitality offered by Ton to the two sapels sent by Ciod'® 1o Lhe
"ir'lIE:|||1E|:_:r|-.‘:E simil socal :'l'IEl:'I'.l:-'.Ebﬂi‘."_f'" Al “the drenkennoess of Lot as a Ol g-
quence af the wing wiven him by hie danghters™; seconully, from the companionship
“of twn males, disguisell, and strangers o Toc'" i thig ol owo females, ‘dizpuized
by Lot's drunkenness, and his intimates in marc thain one sense™; thirdly, from *the
Impeading destruetion of Sudom by God™ o “the crealion of the tribes of the
Mosbites and Ammonites, descended from the incestuons relsiionship of Lot with
his daugheer™; fowrthly, Tearn “1he “Culture” of the city” (Sodom) oo 'the *Neowre’
ul the wilderness™ {the cave in the nills above Zoar)y finally, from 4 society of
homusesuals, whe by virtoc of ther Gipparently exclusivel scxval preference cannet
pricduce chilirsn™ to a0 inecsrunes assegialion precipitated by Lod's daughters,
who justify their aotdons by esscrring thal they must bear children® (1 ench wnd
Aycock, 1983, 114-5), Lot himsclf aconmplizhes (he journey. 2 meraphoric) Hie
of passage fram an ol socieoy o a now one's (ihil,, 118), but hizs wife, being
"“enomelows bath in the society of homosexuals she bas abandoned, and in the
iocesruous meénage & tols which eventuates™ (ibid., 1170, sulfers peirification in che
middle Asdiwal-styic by heing turned ioco a pillar-of sain, the ciual sipniticance of
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which as i symbol of purilication, covenant wie. in the MNear Last 6 poinzed out by
Avipock, “The permamest geographica) immoehilizetion gl Lap's wife in the
wilderness of nature hefween the old Culiure of Sodem wnd the new Culiure
emminating from Lthe caves in the hills above Zoar should thus ke inteTpressl s a
maral anaiogy of her permanzntly limival status in the rile of passage shy clse o
abort™ (bkid. )

Tirecham 38 {1-3) offers & busically similar bui simipler early Irish exampic of &
commpanion’s liminal immobilization on the way o o asectic 2minsnee reserved foz
his maeter dlone “and Patrick peocecded 1o Muusnt Aigli to fase there Gor Tory days
and farly nights following the discipline of Moses and Elijab aml Christ. And i
charivieer dicd at Muirese Aigh, that is, the plain betwesn the sea and Mount Ajuli,
aml he buried that charinteer Totmeel and gathered stones Jur a romb and sauli °| et
hirn b g0 for ever, and Be shell b= visited by me in che Lisl divs’. And Parrick wan
furth pa the sumenii of the mountain uver Criachan Ajgli, and sizved there fur Forty
dave and Forly nighta'® [Bicler, 1979, 152}

All of this biings us to the nub of the matter, Peivg by definition atnarmzl. the
hero does not fit meatly inte ordinary buman society and cilegorics. As a
superhuman bur usnally nen- oF only halt<divine frequenter of the ma gin betwesn
men wnsd godis), aocisry and oursiders, culture and narerez, lite wod deatly cte.. the
heras cun ove freely betwsen thess workls withour belonming priperiy to any of
thern, Aarhivalence and Tminality are the heio’s casentinl allribales, and medialion
between what threaten and may nltirmaiely prove to be icrsconcilable opposiles is his
or, more rerely, her essential Function. Yoz all hereic 1ypes manifes: thes (rnls as
chronically or inlensels 85 an Asdiwal o, in Trish tradition, a Finn mac Comaill
{Magy, L5985, 120-1), but the risks ol coastandly Eving on the Brink are suich thara
single failure can trap the hero in oo man’s land, paralysc and destruy him.

As medialors between man and God in life gs well as the sfteriile hy virme of
being morlals with an exceptiongl endowment of divine grase and power, saints
function very much as the heroes of Christian ideclogy. This is dowin less the tunda-
mental reason why, mideis sistandis, the medieval Trish saindy snd scenlar herois
biggraphics have so much in common, 1 he cross-fertlization b=rwen these genres
his alrcady been thscussed (1 aboved, bul speculstion abeul which influsne=d the
allier most seems less imporzant than e abservably Fav of &n appraciable degree
af clearly deliverate homapsnization throughout the perind that concerns us here,
Whatevsr Lheir various ultmate racts, saints and secalar heross as presented I the
litaruture hoth helonged o 1he same carly medeval Trish mvihelogy -cuam-history,

1n terens of the periodization nf that history inle bee main epochs hefore and alfisr
the Fantl, marked by Pairek's alleged conversion of the Irish eslithlizhmenr in £33
A [ {eh.d. 91, most major secular heroes obwviously belonged 1o the “0ld Testi-
menl, 20 ro speak, while the Christian suints were almost inevilahly of the ‘Mew',
due allowance being made for the wndentinus claims of ceriam Munster chuches
{hat their founding saints had actually preceded Patrick (veCone, LWE4b, S9-54;
Sharpe, 19849), Ua that cxtzat the pa tial gssimilption of saint @ secular hern and
viog versa wis presumahly morivated by considerations of historizal typobugy, since
it has already emerged that this saegetical device for harmanising the CHd with the
Mew Testament plaved & major role o shaping the atta wdes of medisval Trish Steroy
to the history or senchus of their own istand avd race (ch. 3, 175 ch i, D00 Aller

1, il the lives of great Ol Testament figures like Moses, Josenh and Eljjah bore
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signifizant affinities to thial of Christ in the Goapela (off, 2 above). why should (he
iographical patterns ol majir pre-Christizn Trish hevoes ool similarly resonate with
thosze of the Christian saini.?

o lisell v, oreven the, supremely Bminal event, che binl of 3 herodine) destined
Per vrose and recross all manner of jhreshelds = particularly prone (o be snhanced
B Feirther liminal associations, Brigit's nalivily being & pateat example, Uhe voncep-
tion and bicth ol Miall Moigiallach in Fohies mue nfchach have slieady been com-
parad wirh those of Brigil (2 above) and are simificly chareed with sueplus Himinality
aimed ar widerlining the here's peeuliar nature angd stetus.

Here too we find a high runking father amnog his own people and & servile
mother, whods, mercoven, a forgigner ones possessed nf high rook in her own land.
Miall is born on the faithete or Sin-lield” {Charles-Edwards and Kelly, 1983, | 543,
it ranilestly liminal place of sanciuary (MoCone, 1984d, £8.9) helwesn the ceneral
wishleil homestend (les) and the world beyond. For the straneer poss whe rescines and
rears hini wwiey frem his family the exposed Niull is literally a feth faiibope or “tind
af the in-feld"". Signilicandy, this term s used in Crith Gabloch (1 257) as o
metaphar of the far foechiod or “'man of withdrawal'™, o commoncr aspiring Lo lord-
ship who *“stands as 01 were half-way hetween the two: he has “scererly dissarced
his bogire-sip” C249) by reking clieots, but he Tiag nel vel reached the full status of
an e desor (the lowest of te noble aradesy™” (Binchy, ibid., 893, [n the case nf has
swiarmns il beast (Charles-Edwards and Kelly, ibid., 82-3am) 154-6), d fvrh faihoke
i% shared by the Uinder and the farkoke's owner for & tima belore reverting to the
latrer. Tielfec, (hes is what happens 1o the infent Migll, whe enlers his finderts
charge lermporaridy but evencually rewerns across the Saithiede 1o the bosom of his
ramilv. A~ the ewrlier svnopsis shows, there ensues a furthes separaiion, this time
with ‘his hrothers i he wildernesz, followead by the hero's trivmphan) return,
vinddicased 25 his farles's heir,

The beginning of Tigernach of Clones' Salamancs 1y offers ao inceresting laver-
sion of the more Wl pallern whereby the monher 5 the social andSor pnkeragsad -
sidder in relation to th2 (aber, "“The vencrable Bishop (ool Tigcrnach, barn of
ruyal stock, [was) the grandson ol king Echa. wha lived beside the forr aof Clogher
-« When, thersfore. the afaresinl king Echu hzd reised (hree most bBesutiful
dasghizrs in bis palace. one of these, erfrech, Fell in love witla serfain no=leman
arang far alher’s soldizrs, a Leinslerman by birth called Cairhre, When she had
heenme gregran! frum the samc, she hod hersell from men®s sight aniél she should
give hirth and, when she bore & san. his father (ook kim and proceeded i histe to
hiz pative provinec'" (Flesst, 1965, 107 Whea faiher gnd child reach Kildare in
Leinster, St. Brigit forcrells Tigeroach®s furure greatness, Atter subscquenr rravels
dbrowd {see 7 below), Tigernach lirst founds & chuwich in Leinster, bur his ultimse
destiny i 1o return 1o kis marersl grandfather’s Airglella tereiory and establish the
grail rnonmslery of Clomes fof WleCone, 1384, 313-4 and 31921

Wi may nuw progesd 1o a pain of hirlh narratives, onc from saws and the other
Fromn agiography, thal display strikicg s Winiliss boch with 2zel oiher and with
Brigits natal episuce, The first from the vernacular Cath Matge Mucromo concerns
the legendary Munsier Comanacht dynast Flachy Muillethan 1 Rroad Crown™
“oow s from this then Fiachu Broad-crown wiss named, The paing of childbirh
sefzed Moncha dauglrer ol 13d) a1 At Nemthend oo the Suic. I iz unforronate thal
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it s fior tomerrew morning thet vou are bronght to bed’, suid her father. *IF 1 were
ther®, said the druid, “the child would ake procedence In lreband forcver'. *Sa i
shall he then', girgd sl “Tinless he come I|"||l.‘.l1.19'."l mv zide, be shall some no other
wiy'. She goes [rom them inca the river, She lets herselt down abeur g stone thal
isin the middle of the ford.<Ic haolds me back', she said. She was i that fixed post-
ion-until the Bour of ticree the following daw. “It is time now’, said her futher, She
collapses. She dies. Now the head of the infant had widesed nut against the siane,
whenee he was calied Fiachu Browd-crown™ {pars. 42-3).

The piling up of liminal symbols in this passage is friely remarkable, Fiacha's
raother wilts Tor The crocia pussage Trom one day o (the next immobiised G0 &
srone dividing (e middic of the iver dividing the land, a boundiry within a boun-
dary, and passes over from life to deith juse & her son 15 misking (e FEVETES 1T
tion from oon-existencs to life, A sirmilar bt less sleborale combination of bicth,
Acath and # river is glluded to by Coir Aneenn: “Furbaide, (hen, i.c. his cucision
{fiarbad, i.e, his curting out of his mather’s womb efter her denwning i the river
called Cilaisse Borsmain, amd il i from thar Eithoe, the daoghter of Lochisid
Feallesh, that thet river is called Bithne toduy™ (par, 255).

The second example opens 1he Safamancn Life of 5t Acd in Latin. ““The koly
bishop Acd who s called son of Brecc (fiifuy Hrceli = Olr moc Brice) was
despended from the Ui Néill {de Napazitus Nedll) but the mother of Saint Aed traced
her origin from the race of Munstermen, frem (he race of Mascrige Thite. When
she was pregnunt and closs to piving birlh, & cerrain prophet came pasd har house
and said to her companions: ‘thers is in this house a woman giving birth. If the
infant to whom she i giving birth should be horn tomorros mornang he will be great
hefare God and men in all of chis island of Ticland”. She said in reply: "unless bz
pome through my sides, he shall not emerge wntil tomorrow [rorm iy wornb'. Rising
up then, ske wont outside aod sa on a rock. And the Lord per lesimad this miracle,
For the lead of the infant stead oo the rock and mads a concavity init afier Lhe
likeness of a0 infant’s heed, amd down toche present day o remains and wacer (bl
appeitrs in that concavity heals evary discase for every believer'™ {Heist, 1965, 167-8],

All three narrasives ore based apon the desicabilily of hirth on the merzew, bul
in Ihe case of Fiachu and Aed this is achizved by (he same delaving taclic of siting
upon & rock. The ioverded results of the baby's besd pushing agains he rmock are
conditioned by the divergent gims of ctymolosizing Flacho's name and of poviding
ar actinlopy for a miracubous concavity in the rock where Acd wes suppesedly born
Ihie liminal aspects of Aed's nativity are weiker @nd Tois explicit than those pertain-
ing to Brigit and Fiachu, bt are present nome heless. The passage of @ Hine barrier
i4. of course, @ shared foarare. and Aeds mother moves from inside the howse gver
the threshodd 1o the outside, the reverss of the dicection taken by Bigit’s mocher,
in order 1o give hirth on 8 rock cisieg up hegvenwards from Lhe ground, a very
suitahle infermediste locality Cor 1he cmergeace of a zami. It may 22 added 1hal
Aed’s parentape, with an U Né0l Father and a Munsier morher, spanned the rmod
impesrtant political divisiun inoealy Christian Iegland (ch. 10, 5-4).

£. Figchu Muilletham tad rhe misfortune of losing both parens, sinee his facher
Fogan had alesady tied in bartle the day atier the "one night’s stamd” wal It Tz hast’s
daughter that brought abear her pregoancy. In Coek Maize Mycroma Flachi’s con-
coption and hirth (pars. 39-43) are directly followed by w deliberarcly parellel
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accomnl of the future Taco king Cormac®s conception when his facler Arl is gaven
his foar's daughler 1o sleep with the night before his deach i the same baille ws
Engan {pars. 44-7).

Cormec’s aonuel brethds net meationed in Cedh Muipe Mycrpme, but the opening
of Scele Eveein 7 Cormmic also juxtaposcs the concepiion und birth of the tao
herues, 1hiy toe giving a somewhar sketchy version of Flachas birth and o Puller
wnen | of Cormas’s, "When Cormac was born the druid-smith CHe Achas pul five
protestive gindles on him against wounding, apainst drowning, against fre Gl ch,
fi, 41, aEiinsl reprosch, ageinst wolves, Lo asainsg cvory evil. Mon long after that
she was asleep on the green (feithofe). A she-wolf came and, unbeknown o her,
ronk ber som away. And (he bitch put him on the teat of her breast, and she did s
know whither he had gone. There wis o trapper there in ther country. Luigne Fer
Trihis mame. He came ro reap gaine around Lhe fitter of wolves and he catches the
bow there - a2 for him, Te wsed 10 run with ber wolves, Luigne Fer Tri took him
with him, and ke was fod by him Tor 3 vesr, His mocher l=ams of that, She went
to Luipne Fer Tel and took him from him asd jells him how things were with the
boy ™ {pars. 11-13; O°Dale, 1575, 68-9 and [y Catlasaigh, 1977, 1211 His mocker
then Iravels northwards through the wilderness with the young Cormac to place him
in fosterage with Iiachra Cassdn in the Norrh, whence he cornes 1o Tara at the ape
of thirty o clzim the kingship from bis Gobecs slaver Logeid Mac Con.

Fhe significance of b Indo-Buzopean myth of the furwee king nerlured in the
wild By a she-wall will be dizeussed lacer with reference tee anofher version of
Cormac's hivth, Generwia Chorsigic (eh, 9, 73, Here it will suffice fo ngle (he
hern's rransiticon Proo homan (mocher} o animal (she-wnlf) company and back
Taigne}, Trom civilizalion {mother) to the wilderness (she-wolf, Luigoe) and back
rmather, Flacheal, the Tinal zoul being Tace and the kingship. Like Mrall abave,
Cormas here is foand on the Seikohy beyween homestead end wilderness, Dut this
time the finder is 2n animal.

A striking hagiographical insrance of suckling by & she-wolf. very similar to the
Cormas story in basic pattern and implications, i@ provided by the beginning of St
Adlbe of Emlv™s Splamanca Lifc. “Heewever, the faher of %1, Ailbe was czlled
[ emits and Llved with king Créndn in che reginn of Atrigl, There he secretly know
Ihe king's wwn bendmuid, Sant by name, and slept with her. Kpowing, Gowever,
(hiat the boedmaid b conceived chrough him, Olenais, fearing death gl the king's
hands, hecame a ligitive, and the bondmaid bore a son. However, when king
Crondn saw his bondmaid’s sum, e sald: "thet ignoble bay, born of & servanl and
a hondmaid, will under no circumsiances live under the oof of my house and be
brought wp with my sons'. Then (he king's servance put che the boy down under a
certain rock and left him there, where s nome is venerated down to the prescnt.
However, a wild she-wnolf lived benealh (hat rock, and she, loving the bov greasly,
like & kind mother meatly reared him amiong ber own whelps, One dav, while thas
wildl beist had wiandered in the woods rooseek fruxd, & ceriain man endowed with
naturial poed named Lochan son of Lugar, secing the boy amonyg the whelps onder
Phitl rechk, teok bim and brovght bim to his own home o L Lochitn son of Loaaz,
hovwever, gave bornoas o rewacd to certain Britons wha were D sarvice in dhe gisl of
Clie, and they Benaght he bav up and callsd him Aflbe beczose he was faund alive
vnder a rock, and Gnd's grace was with him™ (Heise, 1962, 118! the commalogy is
prosumehly based upnn CHe, off “'rock”™ and Béo “alive™). Ailbe then manages oo
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travel wich hiz foster-perenls (o Hritain and gocs on to Rome belore ieining oo
Ireland o begin his massion,

A varant involvdng incesteous wnion and the wolf™s domestis soenterpart the dog
needis in the account of Mes [Nhachalla's lirth in Tockmeee Eedme. nerificd 1o dis-
covar thar the worman he had rescecd from the sid-mound and made pregnens,
thinking her ¢ ke his wife, is in face his daughter, wheo then hears him 2 daughter,
king Eochuid deelares T and my daughizc’s daughter zhall nor behold ans
snother™, whereupon “rao of his bousehol) oo puat her inte @ pit with beasls.
They vizil 1he house of Findldm the herdsman of Tara which was in Sliab Faail in
the midst of the wilderness, There was ne onc in the houss. They consumed Tood
chere. Then they put the zicl to the bilch with her whelps that was in the pen in the
house. They mo away wgain, The herdsman and his wife come (o their house and saw
ihe fair infan: in the peo, Pha amazred them. Thew take ber ww of the pen. They
Tenught her up withoul knowing ler origing, and her prowth was gond, a3 she was
the daughter of i king and queen. She was a better sexmnsiress than every (other)
woman., Her eves used 0o sec nothing that her bhanmdz coald nor cimbroider. She wis
brought up in this way by Findléam uneil Cierscel’s people saw her one day end teld
the king and she was taken away forcibly by Blescél and she was with him {hes s
wife, 50 ahc is the mother of Conaire sen of Resseél'! {T11. par. 20).

A sirnilar, if slightly partled, acyeun) of Mes Brischalla's exposurs is [ound in
Topedl Briidne Da Devga (pars, 3-8, which omits the bizeh and whelps bu eniloses
e heauriful hecoine in & bl with &n overhcad skvlishe Bor o deor o windaows
uncil her rovil spouse-lo-he beoomes aware of her existenge, The night Before her
delivery o the chilidless Fierscél, howover, she is mude pregnini by a hird capable
of essuming hueman fomn (pan. 7). Thes Conairs, although geoeslly believed and
belioving himsedl 1o be Bremsodl's som, i5 in fact the olTspring of bis moether’s briet
Tigison witl o supernacsral hirdlike Being, whi reveals bimsell and provides cougial
aid Lner ipars, 13 and 16; of. Asdiwal in € above)y, The child of & mother berzell
besratian through inecst, banished to the wilderness and later reborn from 2 tumh-
ar winmb-like solitary confinement (e maniage and civilizatdon, Conaice his 8 eni
mal public parentape that conceals 3 secret conception siraddling the bowndary
hetween the oazecil and sup=roaieral, human and animal, The very embadiment of
liminal paradox and snhivilence, he is conceived illicicly in the wilderness hut born
and Taised in civiliesd socieiy witl all the trappings of lewitimacy and royaloy.

Further examplas af rhe insest mordt are Lugaid Béosderg's toplc conccption in
Cadk Bdinde (ch. 5, 4%, Cooail's shionelu] fathering of three =ons on his daupehter
Creidne (Covp. Gen., 154), Biersvel's Farhering of Conaire on his deughter or step-
daughter Mes Boschella in Dy 58 Choadivd Mair, zand the following socount of
[l For Marzg®s birth in Cdir Animgnn, which conraing the further Bmimal metif,
Familiar from che Greek story ol Persens (Apollodorus 11 iv L), of cressing the sea
fn & wesscl get adrill: “'Fiacha Fer Wara, whenes 5 307 Mol diffeelis Oongos
Tuirmech Bepal that Fiashu on his daughter through drunkenness alter the drinking
of muzh wine by hirn, Oengus decmed thet very hacd, Le, Cor boig own daughter to
bear him a son. Uhe counsel which Oengus tock was (o congesl the won well so that
he mipht no be a son of his, and 50 it wes dong,. The hitle bad was then par wo sea
im o beal (maded of one hide with the insdgnia of 2 king's son with him, nemely 2
perple mantle with a goblet of guld in o1, Thereatter fishermen of the bmg of
Sentland found him in Traig Brasoa under the ravens (fone fFachardd, s (har i s
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thenee that Fiachu Fer Mara ('F. Man of the 522" stuck 1o hirn alter that, Aod
his oftsoring leok the kingzhip of Ircland and Scatland after him, mimely Lierscal
the Crreal descendant of Iar, and Conatre son of Eteracdl, and Corgire son of Mug
Limin (he sun-in-law of Conn oerc.™ (par. 330

Alchpugh this voupling of incsst between father and davghier with (he former's
drankanness o wine may well emenate from the bibliczl cpisade of Tol and his
daugheers (4 abovel, the inggsiyous heroic birth itself i3 oo widespread a
phenaomencn for becwing From the Bible o be a oecessary or oven probahle
cxplanatinn,

7. As s cleer from van Gennep’s Tormulation and (he guite explicit account of
Biripss's bisth io Ber First Life f4 gboved, liminal mediaton presuppuoses & basic stoue-
(wriel opposition between inside and outside, near side and Far side or the like. Pairs
chiat cemstitute o “eithers/or’ for ron-oaf-the-anll people lend to B2 a ‘neither oo
i the cigye ol heros, who can thus break the rules by which olhers are bound, but
cnby @i the price of naol ceally Selonging on cicher side of 2 given line, The boundacy
berwesn Dwo o categories 15, of course, the clessic ‘noither-nos' Focalion, (be
ancinalows and transeni mgture of which encails rick as well as oppartuniiy, This
is precisely the dilemma confronted by heroic naccatives the world over, aned 11 his
becn soen rhat cacly Trisl sapa und bugiogrephy offer abundant iMusteation,

T rogin with, the hero's conceplion Lypicielly results from an Micic and inperms
ment union placing him or her helween parents on either side of one or mene key
divides. Beering in mind that in carly Treland™s highly stratified society “husband
antl wife in the morz formal gepes of union should be of the same social claes'
(Eelly, 1988, 73), Niall Nofoiallach and Bogi's origne mediate the soefgd contrast
inligh ve, pwddiew represented by noble facher and siive mother, Tvpical instances
of & commensurale georrephioal/poditical opposicion ffkome vy, owd/oway are
Miall's Teecal Tather and (oreign mether, Brigit™s stay-at-home Gber and outcas:
msthiar, Tigernach's loval mother and aliza father, Aflbe's siavoan-home mother and
fugitive Father. Sll more drgrnaically, the almeost immicdiare deaths of (heir fathers
after slecping with their mnthers plige (he conceptions of Flachu and Corme vir-
tually on the exiefeniial boundary between life and death itself Crear va. far sndel,
while Congire straddles the oosede. divide belwesn the human and sapersariral
{inAfow vi ouwrshiph) as well as che colivecd clefr between human and animal
{oivitized ingide v, wild cagsidal theougl his moiher (des Bdaachallz) and hird-man
Faiher {Memelant Finally. the ncar-universal probibilion on iniercourss heoweacn
“prirmary kin® delined gs Van individual's morler, father, son, deushter, brother
and sizber™ (Fox, 1967, 23] s suspended ar the incestuans congeptions of Lugaid
Reémders, Creidng’s wong, Mes Boackalla (or Comaite innee wersion and €0 oo s
Breaches of he basic sexped taboo dividing imomediate Famnily  rom othecs
[rearsralon v farddon-ieload Some of these oppositons imay be Turiber
expressad by differantiating 3w acival lTom an wpparent fathar. the pair Ererswcel and
MNemglan boing functionally equivilent in Fowad! Brddne Da Derpga 1o the conple
Me: Buachalles and Memglan @5 lar oas Coodicrs’s humanssupernatural and
humanAHind dimensions are acnos ned.

Mg higs been o seen, 1he bicth frself is pronc o take place un varivus boundaries.
The nankes’s demise jusl betore (Furbaide)l or after (Flacha) chaldbirh phices the
Bero's einergence inlix exislence on che threshold between Bife and death, whiks the
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dalay of Brigits, Fluchu's and Aed®s hirths until the following mormng involves the
famypnre! boundury between two scparate dave and destinies (e Tow v for Ripk).
“ast abvious of all, pfrsdics? boundarics include the aipal threshold (T.at. fwen)
of a house for Brigil, the cultivated Fairhcke betwesn the enclossd dwelling space
{fes) emd the world beyond for Wiall (both ixside v ewdicel, o sione in the middle
ol a river beoween iwo shores for Fiachu {mear vs, Sur slede)y, and en elevated rock
for Aed (Aigh v low).

I Topod Briidwe Da Derga (pars, #-100) the mencion of Conaire’s Birth s
immediately followed by an account of the arrangements for his tosteragze. his
praciice of sending vounp children away from home for a number of years was an
importan: and carsfully regulaled ealy Trish insttucion (sse Kelly, 1985, 5690
marking the next rmajor phase of 8 voung bay or girl's career, Tor Brigit fosterage
with a Chriscian woman combines with the drinking of o white cow's wilk fe mark
g marginal state oo che way Trom pagenism to-Christivnity; In {he case of some ather
heroes:, (he implied contrast kome ve ewey is intensiled (o odvilizad wmeide v wild
cagdside o the Tike by being reared in the willernes by an animal, cypically & she-
wislf, a3 in the cese=s of Commas aod =1L Adthe, Mes Biachzalla’s childhood s
characterised by o less extremy polarily between civilized aristocratic origing and
nurnire among lower-class cowherds in Che wilderness (iuside” civilized “Righ s, omi-
side/gemi-wild Aot in g solitary confirement symbolic of her otherness, but o ihe
Cotmes and Ailbe (ales (he female animal surrogate of the redl mother gives way
to o male buman Fosteer (Luigne, Lochén} in the wild, whi thus mediates the
prssige back oo civilizned fnscerape {civilized sumran oppiber = wild aamol foster-
pronier = seri-wild humar foster-facker o civitized humios fostee-fetker). The
liminal significance of the various tests thai u hero like MNiall s required o pass is
abvicis, and it will be szep in the nest chapler tear the pattern invelving the wolf
refleors a post-fosterage stoge o the o, afler which a youth would normally join
serled propertied sociely

Wicwed in celotion we birth, Mesierage, Sar-membership and sectling down, the
recurrent patterns ol sapulsion and return in cacly Irsh wversions of the young here's
biography clearly do refleer, borh dircetly and metaphorically, key transitions i the
cocial life cyole, Moreover, the reelity underlyving such pacterne miy be specilic as
wiell s weneral. Thus 3r. Pacrick’s career, as necralsd by dmsell with whar one
wssurmes 1o Be hasic accuracy in his Covpfessio (Haosd, 1978), shosss classic featurcs
of exile and recurn. Taken cepeive and browgh! Proon his native Britain to Irclend
i his toens (par. 1), Patrick speni sia years there tending flocks in the mouncain
wilderness betors escaping eross the seain a boat {pars. 16-81 After ceaching Lo
three davs leter, he ansd his shapnales wandered ina wilderness for twenly eighl disys
hefore ceaching hunan babitatinn {pars. 19-22). In Britain agein some gme Giler,
he wis dnspired oo oretond to Treland and bepin his mission {par. 23),

Piurick's status and the suggescive natuce of [hese wanderivgs, particalarly afier
g Gaalish visic had eryvstelised out of his own vague aceounl and Tyhridization itk
Palladies had vicided & visic to Rome anil papal ordimation (McCone, [984b, 47-59,
miade Ton an influsntial model liahle o be incorporated inog other  saincly
bingraphics in the herodc mesde, Thus Figernach of Cloncs” Szlamanca Life repre-
sents him as having been caplured by pirates and teken from Ireland 1o Britain,
whenee he wis [read (o rravel o Rome 2nd Gaul befors cecucneng v Broiam oo
freland (Heisi, 1965, 107-9). Similarly Eopan of Ardstruw’s |ile as Fogan,
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Tigernach and Cairbre of Colgrime taken by pirates Irom Ireland to Britain. Froed
and traired by Sc. Minian of Wlithern, they were again taken by piratzs, this dmc
Froan Britain to Gaul: but secured then UCresdome sller o micecle, returoned o
Whithern and therec o Treland Ckid., 20013 of, MaCone, 1954, 5307-83). Ailbe of
Emlv too is taken on his Brivish fostec-paceats’ escape Mrom servitude in leelend o
Brituin, and travels thence to Bomc, whers he tends pigs and revsives an angelic
ordination o the pope’s presence befors returning ¥ia pagan regions 1o Treeland
(hleist, 1965, L1E-24; of, MoeCone, 19846, 50-1).

Whal mallers bers. bowever, 35 not 2o moch the faceual oo fatioessl conlent of
i given herois bicuraphy as che way in which it conforms to an internal logis of i3
e, @ stiucture bl wpon varied reslolements of a basic liminal foranala zearcd
to the herots coneral mediatory Cunctien. The numerous actual veriants of this
ebsrract Formuole display & degres of pacadigmatiy interchangeabilicy (ch. 3, 4). as
with Conaire’s conception Lthrough incest o De 57 Chongir Mdic bul airborne
mpernatural intervention in Toged! Bewbdng Do feepa, and also tend 1o undecline:
the hero's sssentinl ambivelense by cumelative means. Mevertheless, 0 would be
daneerovsly reductionist to regard them as merely ragielognus, thershy denving any
reisl signilivanee 1o the diverse spheres in which and degrees to which thay npirare,
Kalher, o linger seyuence puncousted, so oo speak, By major rzansiions in (he
approprale ife crele sustaine an often non-sequendal interplay berween differand
mndes and types of nediaiad epposition {#.g, inside-outside and high-low in a
cosmic, culteral. social, scxval, temporal, pelisal v geopraphical contexe).

8. Binchy seressce “'the preat gulf rhar s Misxesd belween the Parick of the
Conteszic and the Patrick of cven the caslicst Lives, Lo the interval che humble ser-
vanl of Goal who speeks toous so movingly in his own weritings Insss b=rome i hero
il Tolklors , . Bl this gloritied Parrick is oot merely the successon of the hero:
frg B alsoanheried some ol the more disagrecable characteristics of the very diuids
whi were overthrown by him, He bears therm at theirown game, for he wing by “hig-
ger and betrer' magic; wiloess the ignoble compeditions in thaumatorgy w6
indusrrionzly chronicled By Tirschan amd Muoiccho, Worse still, he shares to s
remarkabbe extent theiv relish Tor maladicion, Ascording so Tirechdn st least throo
rivers were made for cwver barren of Tish , . And the rewards and punishments
rected aut by cthe szinc arc nizoly sadjusied oo 1he hopes and fears of & barbarian
gristocracy rather than to the message of the Gospel. The loca] magnete who
'believes” is assured that chere will be kings of his seed For ever; the recalciirant chisf
ar drutd, on the other hand, is told chee his line will cither shortly bacome exiino
ar will survive pnly in poverry and suberdinztion. Matorally dhese wipedilying
Feitlures are muecl mure prominent in the later Triperiice Life, bur there are alraady
sufficient examples of them te jusily De. Esposito’s view that they go back o the
beginnings of Irizh hagioeraphy' (1962h, S8-9),

The fact iz, however, that there was g vendy suppdy of biblical models for 'these
wnedifving features’™, Major 01d Tesrament Tgures like Moses and Elijah wers
notable miracle workers je.g. Ex. 14:21-%9 and 15:25, 344 Kgs, 2:8), and it has
alrzady besn prpued ther the cheumaturgic conrcas berwesn Palrick and 1he droids
in Muircha deew upon that betwesn Eliteh and the prophers of Baal in the Ola
Pastagmeni {gne 2, 3. Dortbermore, Eliish was no mean curscr himself, annmouncing
hat Chgre would vl be “dew and cein (o chese vears excort according to the wodds
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of my mouth® (143 Kgs. 17:1) and infarming king Ahusb: ““behnld, [ will bring el
upon thee and will teke away Ihy postericy, and will gul AfT From Anrab hirn thal
pizzeth against the wall, god him that is shut up gmdd Tast i Terael, and well nasie
thine house like the house of Jerebnam the son ol Mehar and like the house of
Biashi the san af Ahijah, hectuze then hast noel to proveke me to enger wnd hast
made Tsracl to sin™ (bl E1:21-2), When Abib’y injured 2on kiong Ahaial seat in
cutcession thres cupiains with fifoy men to Elijah, the first two were dedrayod with
the wards 5 1 be g man of God. let tice come down from heaven am vonsume thee
and thy fifty, Then there came down the lice of God from heiven and conzumad
him and his (0" (204 Kos. 1210 and 12) her the third sscaped (his faie along with
his followers by sobmiting to the prophet, who went then down with them to el
the king “thercfore thoa shall nod come down from thag Bed oo which thou act gans
up bul shal dic a death. Su he died according to the ward of the Lovd which Llijal
hed spoken'' (ihid., [6-T). His suceessni Elisha proved eyually adepe in this depard

meni: thowever, he went up Irom thenee unto Berh-el; and as he was going up hy
the wiv, thers came forth litlle bays out of the cily, and mocked him, saying, Go
up, bald head: go up, bald head. And when he hid turned himself round, he Inoked
ont them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord. And there came forth rwe she
hears aut of the woou, and téee apart forty wod twn hovs of them' {ibid., 2:23-4}.
Finally. it is reconded of Christ himselt thal “when he saw a fg loee by the way,
he came te i, and foond noching thereon, bul leaves only, sod sand wniooic, Let oo
fruit grow on thed heneeforward for eves. And forthwith (he fig trec withered™
(hlgteh. 21:09, ef. Mko LEZ12-4)

On the whole, the basic characier and attributes ascribed o Patrick G his early
Lives seent far more ikely to huve been adapeed trom Seripture than dertved from
a pigitn Trish druidry about which manifestly tendentious mipnastic litcrary sources
prizvide next to no refiable information (zee ch. 9, 13-4). Indecd, the netional apus-
tle's early hepiographival image can be seen as above all & composite ol Mases,
Elijah and Christ, the kiblival i with whom buth Virechan and Muircho comparc
him (ch. 4, 31, wlhough the figure of the Cld Tesrament prophel perhaps
prepondarates,

Whether they arase by aceident, design or heth, the zsignificance of Turther serik-
ing similarilies hetween cortain [rish amd biblical herocs seems unikaly Lo have been
lost upon munastic frerari. For instmes, Niall Noiglallach™s selecion s future king
in preference tn older brothers {:ee 2 above) is obveusly apslogous 1o David’s
anoinling (1 Sam./Kge. 16:1-13), wnd the fumure judge Jephthah of Gilead’s situi-
tion links the highly germane Ceotors of ilizaitmacy snd fanilial jealousy with n
expulsion and recurn, which in E3avid's case way delermined by fracght relations
with Sauwl: ““zrthat cime Jephihab the Gileadite was o toosl mighty man and tghiles,
whiwas heporten the son of a harlor by Gilead. However, Ciilcad had g wite lriian
whatn he Teceived sons, and aftor these had grown they cast Jephthab oul, saving,
(e shale nat be ablé o be an heic in our Father's houss; for thoo e Borm of
anarher womin, And, Necing and avoiding (hem, he dwelt in the Land of Tol. and
destitute men and hrigands were zathered 1o him and followsd him ws leader. In
thoee davs the sons of Ammon fought against Tsrael, and, when they pressed
vigerously, the clders of Gilewd wenl o raisc Tephthah o their aid from-the lynd
of Teh, and said o hime, Come, snd be our Jewder, and Tighe against the sons il
Amumon™ (Tud, 11:1-62
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0. According (o the beainning of his Salamanca Life, St Celman of Land Elo’s
parents hed setllsd in o the presumably wild vallsy of Cichle afier fesing o hosle
artuek woad Twhile they wers (hers, the days were aceomolished that his mocher
shiould be delversd®” (Heisl, L9635, 209 v i0f evrend, Anoled! sund digs wl miater
ftie weprered), Uhis uotaiion Craem Luke’s secwant ol Christ™s birth (206, crnr essend
e, deepedd s e af porers) ssoan ohvines cue Hoking Uhes sitaalian g i ol
lesns® parents, who wers farecd in the same Gospsel o Teave home and baae their
st il fhe animal environmiene of a stabie, where they were vigited By Inwly
shzpherds ar a shining ang2l®s instigation. befare verwrning hame o Mazarethe Tn
Matrhew, on the ather hand. the visicars are forzien mapi prompeed by a bright star,
and the cxile and rerucn consists of the holy family’s tlight from the slaughter of
the innocents into Egvpl, whence chey ceturn stter Herod's deach. Thers wis much
for medieval lrish men of leilers te exploil in Gospel oarcetives oulluluting with
limimal events and stwstions i the e of che mediator por evcetience between God
ansd man gl Lewsch in Aller and Rerreode, P9R7379.98), ansd the opening ol
Colman's | ife indicales 1hat I|'.E_l.' were well aware ol | hase r_h:_'\-g.bii,:-i|1l1r.-¢ [..-r, ch. 2, 3h

e saeas and pre-Tatrician annals clearls link rhe lives of the seviour and he
King of the tNatermen in the Tdiw with that of Jesus in the Gospels, Aq Tolin Kelleher
has printed aut, “the Seath of Cib Chalaian was o be placed a1l 2 AL, The clinice
cf that darc - ke 33 .06 foo the death of Conchobar - was clearly o associane
thase heroes with Christ. Thuas the lives of Christ and C6 Chulzginn overlap by ane
vear - o which may be added that each has & life-span divisible by throo; cach has
s divine father bul is kooewn as the son of & morial facker; each dies for his peopls
erech andd pierced wilth o spear’” (19710 121-2).

Furthermore, in the earliest sxtanl version of his death-tale, Srisfech Mdr Marze
Muyirthenpac in L2 O 13783142958, Ca Choduino slsa oblains & drink ws he is dyving
(103240, of. Wk 1e3s, Macth, 2348, and appeics above Boain alier his desth
o acideess his people in ebyvious nitation of the esorrecied Jesus (14172-8), hese
peasthumenns words consisr of thoee chelones (el 2, 735 The Drsl prophesies e
foundatina-of Armagh: monks will come fram Earepe, inhalsi) the lands of Emaia
| fadoind frabfmr farhu Emna, ficfai de Eoraryy Elae), pray o rhe king of high heaven
[zigsit e rriz p-aranime) with Pacick {Swocer - of 0 Tirechdn 0} in Bicler, 1974,
L2347 thar "'we mey be sertled in Zien by him (oo-fors Sfon -suidighie f2ifh and 'Sae
shell go tocthe day of full judement (rammeg do dailin fanbrathay’® (14179-84). The
sl [k s sfoa) The cirenmstiness of OO Chulaiom s awn deach (14155297, while
L thirad, s a0 superscripbom indicibes (O Oalping a-Berd deadvesin Chrisddl,
laredalls the salvatioir of mankond oy Jemins {hrisl 1141 QR i dn (R wigy [hesbim-
dyrd bihlical device of propheey Eoking (e Old aod New Testmenls places O
Chadaim's demisc on the threshald Tooking Torward Fraos s cown mirwinally prsa
Cheestian eeg to Chrise's imminent world iwissicn and Parciek's Tatare canvaersion
of Ireland, more specifically of Emain into Ard Machac.

Cu Chulainn’s immoebilization on the bowndery between life and desth (soc 4
abovel 35 clearly ariculvted: "he goos towards a pillar of stonc that i= in the plain
and put his girdly wround it so cthet he should ot die sicine or lving down (eae-
rafled wg seidiv reck fre e dand) it oreighe be sranding wp e be would die
(oonibad sna sexssamn o-balfad)y. 1t s then thar the men swnooanded him, and they
did not dare wpprosch him. It seemed o them thas he was afive (erder feq ro-pn
S (140427,
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In chis Bmanad siovatien Co Chulain beeomes half man and half suone, as itwers,
and & still more deamatic exanpie of 2ol a proccss is provided by the deach-tale
of Conchobur, Adafed Choachadidr, summarized carlier {ch. 3, 100 In this
Conchabar iz all bal killed by a caleified hrain lodged in his skuoll. bue bas his life
artiliciatly prolorged by seven years of almost complets tnactivity, a living deith
tigrillv browght o an end when he is brictly revived inte anangry oulbuzst il (he
pews of Chrisc's crocifixion. killed by the excitement and rewirded wih salvacion.
e immobilized monarch thus spends seven years inog slate o bmbo belween iz
affective doach to his own world and g resurmection (o elermd life svenilly inadc
pssinle by Christ’s redemptive sacribices.

The Larin Lite of St Berach provides @ nice hagimngraplncal example of & less pro-
trected immuobilization ol brigands oo the way Trom dmpicty o Christiznisy, & pro-
cess made 1o coaneade with the physical erossing of river 22 well 25 a monk’s pessime
from life o death sl Then Back 1o ife again: ““Heee onc shoutd not pass over the
wiry i which ceriain fpiois mens, tweelve in number, came one night to the man
ol Ciod s eoakastery and, that they might the more freely be able to corry of L Boely
with them, slew one of the brothers, wheo was watching over the prodection of the
monasely's goods. And when, heviog the monasiery™s cows as boaty, They wished
fo-cross through a cercain stony ford, it bappened by 4 miracle of God that the
spears they were holding in their bands stuck Demily amoog The siones of the ford
and their hands likewise o the spears, wogd (hes they stond modionleas in the middle
of the river as i chay were imapobile siones. When this ocewrmence had divinely come
to the holy man's aleniion, leking & coowd of monks with him, he hastens to the
place whers the body of the dead brother Tay and, having poured forth prayer
Almiphty G, resusenared the slain hoother to life. Also approaching the wretched
chisves stock through their orime afrerwards, he mercifully absolved theen and
allpwed them mo depart. They then cast themselves at the man of God's leel and
alterwards lived religiously according to his precepts”™ dpac. 24 Plummer, 1913, T,
55).

Tt higs been scen chat the deaths of both Conchobar and Ca Chulainn are Tirmly
Tinked ta Christ's inceroacion, and somee ancads Lomp @l theee iogerfien as water-
sheds From which to date che latér comming of Christianity o Trefand as a whole o
43142 A D the span betwesn che (wo befigving pre-Patrician kings Conchabar and
Cormac {eh. 3, 103 alse Beuring promioesod by o fhe annalistic schame of things {s22
Eelleher, 1%71, 1121,

These deliberale resonanees with Chrisr®s career alao help zo expleio the extraord:-
necily elaboraiz triple conception of O Chulainn as recounted in Comper? Cun
Crdieime, Do thez Fiest stage the Wstermen, while on the track of megicsl birds, some
(g hoese contzining a man and a pregnant woman, who mives bicth Lo son, On
the moseow howse and couple have gone. leeving Conchobec’s deughier Dechrire
with the child, who lzcer falls sick and dies, thos Gailing to make the divect tranzition
Fromm the fully supernatural to the Pully human realin, Subseqguently z little creature
koops jumpiog from cup o lip as Dechiire drinks. She falls asleep and sces 2 men
in her dream whe nomes bimsedd gy Lo, e noedpaint of the disappearing house,
pod sive she is now prespond by ki with the lad she had fostered betors, who
wopld e called Sérantae. 1o the third swape. ignorance gs to the fother prompis
rurncirs of incest between Dechtire and Conchobar o his cups, thus Torging
Crovehnbar wn betroth her to Steldaim. However, the presmiancy was 2riminared,
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echiire Beoame pregnanl awaim @ller nl:!_rr:.-i_'l_l.; 5|i-:_.-_|.'_];_1:rr|, angd Bre Selincae diiis
0 Clhoabaimnm.,

Fhere s obeiowsly mare 1o dhes tirscare gattern (an he norml herais el Geay
lrese represantad by the scheme of aman mather plos cepgroaieral Talther or an
inccatoons cquivalent, wich oo wirhout the addiing of & lonan being genesally
acknowledged as the father bue in reality a mere srep-facher. Here C6 Chulainn's
fully supernutural origin in stage oné is mediated by stage two, comprising 2o
annuneiation and he non-sexnal impreppacion of a virgin human mother by the
supernaturil Tather, into the fully human stage three. Going as it does well bevond
the srandarnd reguirements of heroic liminality. this penesis of the Ulster hero par
excedfence van bardly beeodersiomd excepl os an orlbodox wllerory god *native’
I:r|"||.':-|-:'lE:-' al Christ®s NI SIETI0NI% wearnalian s el Parth o the Sew Teslament,

1 Anclaborate nosus of related patienss emerges from the Toregoing, These nol
anly incerlocked the herocs of pra-Farrician and the saints of posi-Patrician Treland
typologicelly, thus providing a further means of harmonrizing the pagan pasi with
the Christian present (sec ch. 4. %), but alsa linked Trish with hiblical heroie
periiligms from toch the Qld and the Mew Teostamens, [n chis way a bicgraphical
struciure concerned with liminalicy could itself provide cssendial mediation hobwocn
the diflerent historicul pheses that medieval Erish sewohfins sought to integrate and
recongile, A highly effeciive moeany o this end was, of course, the infroduction of
canlacts marween representatives af Che different epochs, & prime example being the
antodelavian fercheid Fintan's clerically indoced sisib<entury ALY, appeecince
before the men of Treland to mediate hetween the worlls ol the Old and Mew
Testaments, pre- and post-Parsician Dreland in v Swiiigued Fefinich Temer (chl 3,
I

Ac Magy points ot in & veluable diseussicn of this orpe of nareative, it typically
concerns the Iransmission of “'storics which, it i= implied in our texes, cither anc
ey part of the parcative teudition ac the time of the encounter berween szine and
haro o will bBevorme part ol that tredition through the encounter. One could
regzonably suggest thal v (hese stories about amicable confromeations bBotarcen
ancicnt hero and saint, the otherworids which form the drumetic background of the
pre-Chrigtian heraie and mvthological tradiions are in o being related o the
Clhiristizn eosmogonie schame of Usings, even il only @y Peils to the Christinn heaven
and kell® [_J':-'EE, 1353, However, in hath dhe .":lu.i':lurr'.ﬂ:r.'rln:.'.:r.l' anad the Acgliom the
focus of artention - thar of the svmpathetic 2aine a5 well as thal of The audiencs of
the tale - s oo s pupan otherworld 28 rovealed by & remarkable vraveller in tha
workd whe s simmuoned by or attracred to the Chriscian haly man. Also, it is onpeor.
fitrd Lo wppreciale the gt thar the revealing of the otherworld theoegh the rale af
[he wiherworldly trigveller is mads possible by the presence and power of a sacerdoral
figure (here, specifically, the Chostian saint Patrdck), whe is himseif the translating
madium berween the bearer of thal sevelalion amd e audiznce of the necrative
tradition through which the tale i3 koown® {ibid, ),

Although it cannet. of cowrse, be disprosead, (here seem (o be oo selid srounds
for Magy's supgestion that it is & subtle iroey indeed 1hat the steries which svm-
Dolivally depict and justify the amempts of the clerical beares of the Nlerary tradi-
Lien o preserve The oral (radition probably stem from the oral tradition - that they
belong 1o g pre-Chrislian penre of actiolopical parrative which funerionod o
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lewriomzie the aral tradicicn and those whose Tunccien i was oo oraasmil and
preserys it (ibid. 136-T00 Tndeed, [n vicw of the typelagiczl onds beracan Treland's
00 Testament”’ horacs and her "Mew Testamant” saints. between Patrick in an Irish
and Christ in 2 world contexo {2h. 3, 9, the initial impalse for the constitucion of
this Trish litcrary senre may be plavsibly sowght in Christ's ransfiguracory
cnoounter nod conversation with Moses and Eliiah (Match. 17 -8, supplementsd
pechae by Samuel’s posthumous appesrince aod sddesss e Baul threogh the
gEenry ul the wileh of Lo-dor (1 Sam. s Kes. 2E:7-2001,

iven the peceliar pesiiien of Sarmairechs (eh, Y, B andl mejor conismporansens
shilts i Lhe ligriry esiablishmend dch, 1, 130 the Lwelflh- or Lhireeenlbh-ventsry
.-Eu,.TJ,'l'.:r.l."r wier Sencirael's u:||u£l.|;.’|||:-' |.'.-:'“|r|||'\-|q.-e:-: and extended Lresglmmen | ul Fhz .,:-:_lrll'rl.:-lll.-i-
Lirn betwecn arality and Tircracy, a0 well hrowght cue by Wagy (19897, will be Teft
cror of goenune here on the grounds that ic prabahly reflocrs a racher differcne situa
rien froun that obiaining with regard wo senelus i the carlier poricd.

Cmc of the older extane woxis of this orpe, Sfoburcharpar Cos Cwleinn (Meyer,
L0 LLY L, B220-303), the language of which is comparible with a roughly ninth-
or tenth-ventury dade, opens with Léwgeire’s refusul to believe Patrick's preaching
“tunlid wow resurrest Cu Chuelainn ler me o his glory os il s recounted in stories so
iegd | ooies see and address him belore me here'" (4225-7) This bs armangsd, aml
| dewarre's braarh is bleced by Fainck so thal be can desiribe the spiendnl sighi
vouchsafed to himsclf and Fairick’s disciple Benén, who explained that o Chulaino
had heen released fromm helll Sinee, haowever, Locgaine isscill aor prepaced oo believe
of the prounds thar he had nat had time to talk sack OO Chuolzinn, Patrick summons
the hero again. Onoc again OO Cholainn appears with all the ouiwand crappings of
glory. but his words soon reveal & broken mane T bescoch vou, Baby Patrick -
beside vou | am - may vou bear me with your faithful inta the lands of the living™
[H297-300], o slanzi redtecated 2 the end of his long poem below (9532-573. Thers
fullowy he urgent relriin, repeaied wl other points in che text (9314-6, W536-5),
“hedrgve ap Gioc aod holy Pairick, Loegire, lest the secface of the eurth coms aver
vou, for il s mey s spectrs that has come oo vou, i 8O0 Chalainn son ol Sialdaim’™
(940021 Toereagomae 20 The kg™ gpeestomes, O0 Chualiion adumseiies gresl pas)
deeds and recites @ posam abost the grea)l dangers he has Gaced, culemingingg in @ visi
tor-and cqcane from Scith's geint and beastly owerseas domain (HATR.ART).

Thiz, howower, micrely paees the way foroa swdained series ool devaslaling
vipoettes, reminiseonc. of those b Fdline f}rug:l.ﬂta's axy izl ly Chreshian [_:-n:_'-l-:JElm
{th. 1, 4}, of hiz and the octher mighty Ulster heroes® (Conchobar, of coursc,
exvepied) tortured helplessness in the face of hell's fer worse horrors, *'"What 1 have
sullersd ol tribulations on e and land, more difficulr for me was a sinale night
wilth an angry demnon, My body wis woumded, the viclory was Lupguid’s; demons
lave Lthen my soul inia the red (Lo, 1 hgve phed Che faveding b proe Sedpe
assiduously! Twas in the cnmpany ol & deman i poement, Most posserful was ey
valowur, my sword was hard; he pushed me with 2 single finges into the red flame,
The kings who srive for dominian weirth all their mighe, they have no poac airh
thio son of God, an cgual feaeth their panishmonr. The hosts of the Haccnmen
arcund Conchobac, brave the horocs, the demons lash them, in hell ther anc
sorTow il Apar from the king, the son of MNes, who fouphe for the son of Mary,
Lhe pick ol e warriors are o kell's lormen:, Well fave | come al vour word Lo

Yairick now, 1hal e gy bring me el ul el s 1hal s wigory 1% lor e,




