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shall 10t enter here'. Movertheless 12avid took the siconghald of Zion, the same is
the city of David . . - 5o David dwelr in the fort aod called it che ity o David and
hullt 2round bt from Millo and inward™ (2 Sam. Kgs. 5149

I both cises & vassal people was supplanted, the Canzaniie Jebusites Ly Davind
and the fevi Heeg by Corma (ef. ch. 3. B LI Chdvan's initial phjection to Corma
and his fulloarers’ intzusion into Tara can be compared with (hat of Jerusalem s
Tehusile defenders, the subsequent accommuodartion betwesn (he twn may well have
been inspired by David's ficndly neastiation with Araunab dhe Jebusite for the put-
chase of his threshing Moor for building parposes 42 Bam. Kgs, 24:218-250.

Thare can be no deubr that Cormas™s rele in early Chosban Irish senchis s rhe
perfecr pre-Pairivian king was ingxiricably linked, wisl ver a5 Zause, efber i & mix-
Lire of bath, with his alleged worship of God and adberence 10 Musac law. Like
Mavid in the Rible irsclf, he wax 1hé 018 Testamen!” embodiment aml peefiguration
of what was to become che Christian ideal of Kingshep by God's grace, and maonastic
writers' enhansement of (he similerities between these two mylhical paragons al
soversienly nood come ws o0 SUTRrise.



CHAPTER SEVEN

Fire and
the arts

L. 1L hue been argued above char modicval Irsh men of lettars siw divine pra-
widene as operating through i series of crinitavian lilters wherehy the sovereianty’s
cosimic alitihiles wera reconstiiuied in her persnial opes and chese then matched
with her 1egal husband’s three delindtive traits. which i1 turmn refiected the thres
primeary socidl chisses embodicd by the king, namely hinapilallers, warriors and men
of art {ch. 5, 9-10). The gim of the present chapter is  show that the men of an
OF gy dine oo were clussifizd info Lhees further main spheres of ectivicy cor-
relting with those of society as 8 whole. This will lead 20 3 consileration of the rafe
ol Tire wnd cooking in deseriptions of the des ggme and oller major social
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2. The Latin Life of S5t Daiy ol Inishkeen in the Slomence sodes i» unasual in
displaying i siriking thematic consistency that is clearly snuncizred as sarly ws the
third sectinn, During a visit by its voulhful hero to the nearby monasrery of Louth
end Its founder 51, Mochtae “then the man of God nrdered the haly lad 1o e
breught to him and gresily rejoiced at bis ardval. And raking his hand he said: “1his
is the physician {medicns) concerning whom | once farcsaw in the spiric that he
winld cure me of my thres infirmicics.” For Muochtae suffered Tram o severs gilimeind
ef heil, heurt and kidneys. Huwever, by placing the boy's hand vpon Lae sick mem-
bars he wits immediately cured, After this he hlesse the same hand imd =21id, “thar
hand will arlistically make very many utensilz of iron and bronze 25 well 2: gold and
silver Tor the wse of the Choch, Lo eddition i will wleo wrise vary many vobumes
most excellently (oivrinng de farro of gere, de aurn effarm aigue arEeRin wensifia o
HEUAT ecclasiae perfinentia artificiose. monus ina operabitur, Insuper ar plurima
peraprime serihet volvming) ™' (Heisr, 1963, 380). Throughout the rest of his 1w
Drwig’s actions confnsm overwhelmingly (o this peadiction: in sddition to some oflier
vires the dead are restored to life with monolunous regularity, o lung invencary af
his varivus ecclesigstical metal arcefacts is given [par. 3], and the proluction of such
nbjecis ws well ws books is menlionsd from tine 10 Ume. The Charch's interest in
and patronage of key des ddnn speciplizetions are thus clearty asscried (see ch, 4,
2}, 4% s the Irichotemizetion of (hese undsr the major heedings of lewling,
mctalwok and legrning.
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Virtually the sams tripaitition of the ams is made guite unambiguously in Che
scholar-king Cormas mac Cuilenndin’s minfb-ceniuy Glnssary sntry for Heogl:
‘“Brigit, i.e, the poetess (har-file), davghter of the Dagdae. Thiz is Brigt the lenale
soer or womin nf insight (Bar-does wd el n—fiewd], o, the goddess whom posts {fifi)
used 1 worship, for her cult wes very great and very splendid. 1t 35 fur this reason
that Lhey call her {the poddess) uf poets (poeterum) by this title, aml e sispers were
Brigil the woman of leechoratt (I fiplsd and Brigit the woman of smitheraft (be
npoibaechial, i.e. goddesses, i thoee daughters of the Dogdae are they. By their
names the goddess Brigil was called by all the lrish™ (Slekes, 1362, §). This anti-
quarian passage in Cd frish inrerapersed with Latin gives a remarkebiy clear insighi
inca the likely pagan antecedants of a major sarly Trsh sainn. Yaorooeer, in presend-
ing g trinity af identizally named parronnesses of the arts subdivided into medicine,
metelwork and the learned discipline of poeiry it almost exactly replicates Lhe
scheme jusi sadencificd from Daig’s Lile,

3, Apart from healing miracles, parliculacly the cure of lepers, thil iry on much
of @ hagiographical commonplice 1e prove much in isolation, the 50, Brigit of
haglowraphy displays Little thematic affinity with the identically nameil aeghlers of
the Dagdec ge described by Cormac ahove. On the other bund, all of the carly
Brigidine Lives from Cogitoans’ roughly mid-seventh-ceniury Fiie Brigitee on
{trans. Connolly and Picard, 1987) chare o rather distinglive ohscssion with the
riiraculous provision of food, drink sod geods, hospitaliny and other acts of
penerosity, The chviows prorotepe for thess would be i brigga or *hospitaller™, end
Cerhirstichi Afhgehdla duly mentions the judgement of a legerdary Brip brivgm,
mother of the Ulster Creole’s pepcemisker Sencha mas Ailella (COFH 377,08 wnd
2L i4-A, of. Kelly, 1988, 338,

e names Brip and Brigit were prone o interchangeability in siecly Irish soures.
(hus the invenory of epteally pamed female saints, Comormman Ndeh-dag
nFrern, lists ten difterent Vrigits, rwelve Brige and three Brisits ofies Brigs depend-
ing upon the manuscript (O Riain, 1985, 153-4 = no, 708.1-11), the Dagdac’s
daughter Brigi the poeress is celled Brig in Cwefe Munige Tubesd (Gray. 1982, 119,
and Brig dpuehier of Comioch in the Odd Irish Becha Brigie (par, 310 turns up o
a Brigit in the so-called Ties T or “'First Life'™ i Lann (par, 27; Bollandus, 1954,
1213, The Christian St. Brigit's cult or adciboles may, then, be partly based upaon
those ol the mythical female hospitalier whose name is preserved inoa legal comies:
Az Hoig the bz,

Anarher mythical Brig mentioned in the law cracts is *'Brig avdeee, Che fomale
axpart of the men of Ireland in wisdom and prudence’. as she iy calied inoa lisc of
pre-Christian Irish legel pecasons attached io the H.3.07 version ol The so-calicd
‘pacndo-historical” profuses 1o the Senchus Mdr (CIH 1654,12). Andhue **srranger.
putlaw” deppdel someone without the property wod aitendant Tegal vighos of a bee
ot full memmber of the wigth such as the bd-oive or “eow-Neeman™, whosz lzpal
status 1% pscribed by €eith Goblock (pars, 13 and 24) preeminently 1o the ownerzhip
of cuille, the hasic measurement of wenbth in ancient Treland as in miny o ber
spcianes (of. Binchy, Crith Gablechk, 105 &) Ervmiologically bue wnd om-bug are
frimm Celtic *howyoyr “posessing cows'’ (= TE *g"owvos; Gk, -boios, 3k1. gnook
“hertaining to cattle™ jamd FgeeDowpas “aowless” [priviive gar < TE *r- “un-")
reapectively (MoCone, 19860, 115 1987, L1500 n. 15, Phe world of the smbue




