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would surcly cxpear him 2o attribate the prospericy of che ferntory ool onlv (o The
king's justice (07 fachaman) bot also oo divine favot'™ (1988, 236).

Arguzlly, howewer, thar is preciscly what is conwvevad by the highly significan:
reforence to Gelifeni, an obvious calgue on Latin ersarar; aalsiesier ol delilsmon
ai-gdin sl gmal goordssie 'ler him cstimare the erogrures of the crearor who has
creited them oy they have besn creuted™ (par. 32). This precepr is uadoubtedly
sitsg]l upon Lhe Chesstan Iosh coneeit” (ch, 3, 100 chist the idesl king Cormec mec
Adrl winy onolable exception fe The Pavlize male Uil prior te the coming of Chris-
Praaity gentiles had missed Che oppoviuniiy ol worshipping Godd arighs through his
creatinn. &z such, i isa peodocn af learmesd ecclesiasicl soplusiry anplyingr clerical
autharship for Asdacer Morainn a5 acll as a concept af ruler®s trah Boand ap wilh
due regurd for the Almighty. The A vorsion remarks of kinslaving (% gal) that i
iv avenged by God to the nindk man® {par. 38), Given rthar the threc- ar fioar-
generanion exlendal Famile recmed the gerd-fine comprised nine deareos of con-
sunEuinily eferln Yo oo popdor, OO 420,3), presumably reckonsd inclusively from
i marnbar of tha youngar @eneralion, s i prubihly o echo of Exodus 24:7 {of.
[ ecilo Se9h: = Thean) wlies sisares] (B ooty of (he Gibers on the sens sod grend-
sivies unto rhe third and fourrh generation'. The same recension alsge enjoing Chris
rian arthadoxy on the king Tyowarning et Tim nal sell the ald Gtk Tor o nsw
faith'' (par. £3, pis gen-irie g wue-0eis) and fler him oot ozt in Gl prophels,
l2r him {rvst o the truth™ (par. 5. nlr-erdba oo sdeh-fdiih, w-grn-erbho oo
Jirinri). Morsover, the oldest cxtant manuseript version of A, or ar least of a recen-
sion very cloge (o il in the fwelith-century Book of Leinster {1 in Thurnevsen, 1907,
B8 concludes with the precents "lec him not trust in paganiam. let kim trose in trach

it will swstain kim™™ and “let bim not truzt in idols, e kioe crast io the God who
ix Lk best ool gods, the God of heaven”™ (pars, 26-7; ne-chon-erbibad | ngendiche,
awizn-grhilod § fleinne, cocfin ooobe L L mgechain-erlbd § -l m-non-erbbod
ulfia ax deck deih, The eivee).

This netion of the king's fairh in and obadience o Ciod as 1he linchpin of his ruch
and the benefits that flow fram it 15, of conrss, essenrially likleal, beiog beaefodly
cxpressed by Pselm 71, for examplc: 'give the king Thy jodgement Qnadicien), O
Godl and Thy qustice (istitiam ) unto the king's son, oo judge Thy people in justioc
and Thy poor o udgement (udicore pomaciln (e i INstitie ef pakperss toes b
aecficic). Lel the mountaing teke up peace for the people and the hills judgoment.
He shall judge the poor of the peoply, and shall make sefz the sons of the poor,
and bzl heehle the dizparager. 15 shall epdure wich the sun b=iore the moon for
2enciations of generations, Tr shall deseend lke showers epan @ Clesve angd ke ains
dripping over the carth, Tustics shall arise o bis das and shandance ol pezee undil
the moan be removed, and he shall nele from sea toosea and fromn he river onio (e
cnds of the world™ (vs. 1-8%

Eince the perfect ustice and concomitane succsss of thar pavagon of pro-Parvizian
Irizh kingship Curmac meae Ao are likewize georibed to his “Faith in the one God
vcenrdhing 1o ke by Sewcfay no Befec (0he 3, 100 and tothe Viudgements of the
Izw of Moses™ thet he used to deliver by Seeld e e flovhe (ch, 4, T, it is hardly
stirpriding that the gncanie tragt Galhered upon bim, Pevoscg Corrgie, opens with
&1 |J.1a|'|1l'|25.uc.-u:: statament rhat the Benafils asc '-i“E I.III.II;!T o EOE firl :._'-i-:_'ll_l:_u l:illE
ultimatzly flow from God: “30 grandscn of Conn, O Corinac!”, said Caitbee, “alat
iz best for g king?™ "Mool difficolr't, said Cormac, “hest for hime {is) steadiness
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without anper, patisncs witheot sicibe, allfabilily wolhl arrogance, conceon Fo
lore (sencinsl, reciprocition of trath;, hostazes o Teflers, hasing with just caosc,
rruth without venility, mercy with consalidating of Taw, peace to kingdnms, diverae
sureties, true judgements, Gistiog oo boendaries, cxaltarion of inviclate persons
Lmgiens negmd), honconng of pears (eiceiti fled), worship of great God oorod
L iy, peoduee fn his ceign (eerwd fng faivh), regard for cvery unfortunate. many
by [edweseng il2), mast on trecs, fish in inlers, fruitful eacth, ships puctling into
pearl, impnering of riches. forfeic flotzam. silken raiment. & sword-smiting froop Lo
profect cvery kingdom, attacks over borders, Iet him mindster o the weak, 121 him
cherish the stronz, e him possess cruth (), Lot him reprovs Ealsehoosd (2o, lel bim
ove truth (Firinere], Lot hime gquell fear, Iel bim seppress cormnals, lel bim give teue
judaements (5e-freifiad, Lot bim Tesl evervone, lel ki consalidane every peace (i),
Loz him buy reisures,; lel im improee Dhe soeal Cesmwiged garaand, Tel him ecount
every clear ivdgement, abundanee af wine and mzad, Tel i wier eversy roath, Foo
it is theouwh bos rilar®s teath that Ciod givesd all that {ar & tefa 5 Toithemon oo beir
Lig fooain walep''s

In che scheme of things sorked our by carly medieval Insh Srerasi the ssoription
of Christizn or biklical sentiments to Morann and Cermac well betore Patrics’s mis-
sinn s not. of course, an anachronism bt reflects cheir acknowlsdged sialug as pre
Patrician figures who believed in the one God and bl aucess 1o basic diving trochs
such as Mosaic Law ang Peol™s teachomg (el 3, 0000 10 s anlikely 1o he g eningidence
thet the thres mos! comprehensive e sisdomm texls (e Kelly, T9RE, 2E4-6] -
porting (o belong to Cee precClristian pariod e Teeland sheuld be aseribed oo such
prevociies heliovers of thel elode associates a5 Morann (Audacht Moreisn).
Carmas {Tecoser Cormaic) and Fithal (Seabrfatiivg Fiehail), who is presumehly
e identificd with the man named as Cormace’s chiel poet and judze in the passips
feom ‘Cormac’s dream’ near the end of the previous section, These very ascriplisng
indizare that their authors regarded the texts in question as fundamentally cornpal-
ible with Chrstian {eeching, and there is lictle te commend Boland Smith's vies of
them as o distingtly pagan iradilion; whergver Chosiian elemenis bave coepn i, as
they hivve dn severl wses, ey s be considered Iae additions due o the desire
o Lhe parl of Chuostin serthes o cvercoane the pagan rradicions by zempering them
with Chrstign monees 't (1927, 212-35 Tnsread of asking what is specifically Chris-
e abaoan) exranl varmaenlar ostoeetions for princes and the like, one might cgually
ar micre appropriately ask whae thev contain thar is specifically pagan or vouap-
plicablz to carly Christian Irish society. The woswer s, little o0 nothione,

Althouah they cannot, of courses, be absalutely disproved, clivims thal *'shearly (e
genre was traditionel and pre-liverate and an interral part of the pagen Gurgy of
soversignty’” (Mac Cana, 1979, ££8) are pure spesulacion, and il seeme gquits likely
that & Foundation provided By Biblicil swrsdorm (exis wins adeplad 1o existing Trish
cleigs qungl Erstatantioms, He thal s may, the rests available mo us indicacs chat pre-
Chrisian sacral principles had hesn assimilated ar leaso as carly as the mid-scvenih
cenfury taa hiblical concepd of Kingship by divine grace thar belongs firmly in the
mainstrean of medicval Christian Buropezn thoughe, As WNeil Meleod hes pr-
tipently remarked, ““breeches sgsinst the inherent touch comprised io metural croer
could only bring disordsr. Therefore, Truth could b revealed ina tradition of rul
ings which had proved to poeserve Rarmany, Toothes Christiamty adided the element
of the divine wuthor'™ (1982, 362], This neel andd ecenemica] spprosch appaently
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rnade it possible to preserve many featares of tradicdonal kingship doctreine with 2
modicum of corlesiastically sanctioned additions and subtractions that may have
been limited snoupeh in volume but had enormows ideological implications. In effece,
g typloal enovgh sacrid kingship with paman foundarions was converted into a Chris-
tun mooarchy vmsler Gaod™s avspices at a stouke,

I thys |r:|r|:1.3:-i|E-. tal, far Mrons |1ri:|5 i hieprrs "Celine :'ri1|_E::' reposiiory ul barsly
adulieraied [EEEN b, t!i."rl,_'r Christian Irish Lil'lgshi[:- I|:-E|._‘:-|':,- facd :.auquin;:d i
refarively unabimsive hut novertheless pervasive hiblical dynamic, This helps 16
cxplain the significant contribution it scema to have made w the maulding of the
Cearolinzian specufunt repisseineims or “‘prince’s mireor't {of. Anton, 1982,
F6HE-GLT). The latter has bern described as tending "o decmphasize the Augnsrinian
concept than secular rufe is o opecessery evil imposed by God on the sinful nature of
fallen moun amd o emphasisy instend the Chrislian culer’s high morel responsibility
fex bz people and 0 God™ ) the basic assempiion being il good government will
Cotlowe Trown the rule of a mceally good man'' (Eherle, 1987, 434, For instance, |be
description of Srmaregdus” carly ninth-century concinenial via regiz gs *'a guids o
Christian ruling. The king shouald be anequaled in wisdoim, jusnce, prodznce,
lewmilicy, merey, detachiment, pacicnes, reecpiivencss o counsel, and the lewe of
Crod and neighbour' (Renna, 1986, 2601 would be quize applicable soomedieval Trish
texts like dudeohf Moraiige or Teceses Corngic.

3. As MoLeod [urther potnis out, the welfers of a peopls precminendy dependent
upon theic monarch’™ bebaviour and gualities wis explicitly linked by monastic
Lzpwyers with general gprighinesy and proper dees o God™s Church. Y There iz a
pigssiwe i Lhe pract O the ConBrmation of Bighl end Law®, which emphisizes the
cirimesticen hotweon Taw and the ooder af the asiverse, and 1o which (ha e
af Christigniey i moest explicit in the ingivaation of e Choaecl®s right gooalins'”
{ibid.. 3641 This rans a5 followa: “whar are the theee fimes in which his peoduce
{rrad) perishes for every raler (fedrk) ao thae there be Loss ingrain, dairy peoduce
and mest (ff 7 ol 7 eres]? An annulling of oblerions, a freeing of serfs, & disaolu-
tion of rithes I::'I'-E'l:'.":r.l‘h!'ﬂ':l, a2 release Por slaves, There wre thees calpmities which
b Ll ] Uheg woorled fhagl sire forddess Lhe coming of fuming apon i people, bad contract,
i plague coming upon (bem. There are thoee remedivs which cure them: obseovines
by jucdges lesi they pass Calse judgement, alms from sveryone From such producy
fefrnvars o chdedl g elach |'|!:||'.l|'|'1'|:.|!l], st whilemann] ol Belashogs or Db :}'n;"-.-.-i:,nrﬁ
in the kingdom {rdarh)™ (CTE 230.15-310.

MeLeod continues, “the imprine of the Chusch in cegard e s Hnancial affairg
insrill more distingt o the Cdirur Bésena, where this triad appears to neaun ina more
complaere, and more successfully rewarked, forme: “there are thros times in ahich the
wiorld s disordered (decanged): e visitetion period of an cpidamic, e onslaught
( Ty of wer, the digselution of contraces. Thers ere cheee things which cuce chem:
lithes wnch [irsiCreils angd alozg whick kold Back the visililion peciod of g0 epidemic;
Ihesuhidusng {imCheence] ol pacts [made] wih king snd kimsdom which holds back
| fre |_:|",|,||:g_h (ol war Fowervipre’s falthng o bes goocd conlmact amd his Ayl
bamenss contract which holds bk the devangement af the okl Gbid,, 3a5).

The O Trish legal rract Dea Teebfegad, momcover, explicitly places an alTence
ggainst the Chuech ar the hezd of the seven major indications of & king's dis-
quelificatory falsehood, and is in no doubr ther cetmbuticn wpon & people fo7 thaic
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ar their king's mendocity stems ultimately From God: o faar i Srenteinisd foor: genlias
gof cach riz sevad o soud asg R-oirtis cen Jir con dfiped, oo wive inge mad rar
cers, maidm oarho Tair, seiee des Tolthing, disce sileclitn, onillnd odesa, wind d-etha.
Tt & .wit. beochaindlon andd-sn foriosnet pal cool w0 Teors g ola iloask ool fick
D for cach feich: fulles gdnodmiae, Forgell miliodooie, sdleetit v fockraic
“there iy seven Eatimonics that ateest the le ol every king: lurning a svnod (2lossed
“of the Church®™ mur of their preciner without trech and) wichowr sight, suffering
of satire unless i he inspite of granting the cleim, his defeal in bande, famines in
his reign, deving up of dairy produce, ruin of mast, blight of grain. These are the
seven living candlcs here which exposs the lalshond of every king. The thoee
wreatesr lics that God avenges on every kingdom: interest on a false surety, (he
bearing of falsc witmess, a false judggrment foo reward™ (CFH 219, 16-300

The biblical ethos of this doctrine is unmistakable, mven the 20 Tesdament’s
insistence chil Iirsel's Farpene depends upon God™s rencion (o her suceess of failure
in riphleousness, onservancs of the law and the periormance ol religicus dutics such
as Lhe oiTering nf tithes and firsctruits to God®s house de.g. Nehemiah [00353-8). The
connesticen hetween God-given calamities wned the  penple’s  misbchaviour s
repeatedly stressed ss, for instance, io king Selamon's Blessing upon laracl: “when
leaven is shut up and iz does ol rato on sgeount of their ging and they pray in tha
place and perform penilenve in youn mame and wrn from their sins on acgouni of
their affliction, fwar therm i heaven and ramic the sins of Thy seovinis and of Thy
people lirael, wnd shew Chem the gond way on which they may walk wndd give 1ain
upon Thy landl which Thou hast given o Thy people for possession, 17 Tumine
(famest wrize in the land or postilence (peseifentin) or foul air, mililew, locust. rost
and an enemy hesicging her pares, . o L if any men zhall recogeise the plagues of his
wwen hearr and spread oue his hands io this hoesg, Thou shale hear in the place of
I'hw wahiration and shal be propicaced again and shalt o dooriat Thouw give to sech
prvording 1o all hig ways™ (153 Kpe, B:35-9],

Mzedless o say. under the kings the meong izl role @gsomes central imporianc
in this aquaricn. Thues the goes surmmary of the Law in Dovteronomy urges 1l
fuinze king *learn 1v fear the Lord his God and o preserve the words and
coramonies that wee enjoinzd o the law® (§7:191. Medieval Irish coneern with lonks,
marzial Feadershop and Jadeement of the king or kis heir appasent (-2 & above)
tikewise have Ol Testament anzlopuss. For instanse, in demanding a king the
Lsrislites ~lare “and we too shall be like ell nations, and owr king <hall judge ws and
shall gn foeith before us and fght ove baties Tor us™ {1 Sam. 7Kgz, 8200, while the
young David's beaury is duby emphasissd @0 iz weval ancinting oy Samued 1)
Sam. Kes. 161121 end it is said of his eldes) =on that “there was oo mun in ol lsrael
exceadingly beguriful end Eaic like Absalom - from the sole of his fou up e the
crown of his hewd there wis o blemish o him (kos erar in e i oeecwela)'” 02
Sem. Kms, 14,250 Ason heland, the king and fis justics mave wiler cosnus sopor-
cussione deierrmined hy his relationship with Almighiy Gosl, David laments the
death of king Saul with the words P mounteins of Githow, el nenther dew nar rain
come upon v, and Tet theee not be fields of frscmoise’, while the Lord's prophet
Llizih swears in Gad®s nama that there will be oeither dew nor caie in wicked king
Adiab’s ieign unless e saye so (153 koms, 17510 Aonaioal meraphor closely akin to
the mainspring of early Christian Irisk notions of sovorcignoy ocours 3o Davad's
“lasr words™: "the just ruler of men, the vulze i Tear of Gad. s the light al dawn
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glovwette whien the sun rseth b (be morming from the clouds and gz the grass
sprrcatetbe Trosrn the cartho thronel o™ (2 Same ABgs, 13;3-4),

4. mBach insistence wpon the Chareh®s relevance toa kingdoin's veend! wellare aod
the closely related rulor's ruth ar its opposite was an obveoes bzl reaciion e Lhe
kind of polity presided over by carly Christian Trish kings, Since this wis Toendel
UDOT o m-eonisa S adoith or “the sewding together of Chureh ondo Srafz!
(che I, TL), 0 i bardly surprising o find g corresponding narrative response in a
voupleg ol sigis =21 0 the post-Patrician period, namicly Aaded Dieeeaie ale
Forgeeva Corrlafodd (OFUiracdy, 1883, 72-82) wnd Alfded Muircherraip msic Ercg. Both
e goncerned with L M2l dymests suppoessdl oo have held the Tara dingship in the
sintlcentuey A T and, ivrheir sather dilTerenl wivys, siress che importance of mein-
tzining ar restaving the conazetion betwean Cliorch and Siade by portoeving the
nepative cffeses of & reptare.

The former beging with Diarmait's cxile Froos the Targ king Toachal Mislgerh
and cooperation with St. Ciardn of Clonmacnoise inthe Toanding of has church. In
return for this be i promized the kingship, a propheey soon Tulfilled on Toaihal™s
death. Therginller king Diarmait offends Ciardn by burning, woundiag and deown
o enerney o buod be b just pranced the saint. Althoueh not proparcd wo jonpa
dize the king s sabvation, rule ur dynastic proscects, Cleran docs curse him oo 2
similar chrecfold death b doe couse. U, aller opsnizuewith eo cbyvious instance
of condairn n-acalsg (F aick and its benefits to king and churchman alike, Uus
rale incroduccs its majar theme, the hacm fesalfing Frem o breach in chis essenial
relacicnship owing to rowal failusc tooicspest due vights ol sancvery un Church
property {eee che 4. 2 on the monasic “eity of efuge'’)

Adter submmolling kimself and his descendancs to Clavdn, Dfarman rules peos
perousky. but his peculiar end is forcoold by the ffia or prophel Beos mag De, Theee
allows a long episode sbaout o Further reech of sanctuary by Dizrmait. who chis
lime seizes an enemny being sheltersd by 51 Rdaden of Lothrs and 5o incurs a veoar-
loing cursing of Tara by i sl 31 Brendsn, The king capitulace: and peace is
irade. e he predicts that Treland andd ber chorches will never b2 as well off 25 in
his reign. This e Followed b a highly sigoaficen: vision,

"“When Dizrmait was these one night, {And: W saw a parr approsching him, L
soomed o him thare was 2 clarie™ armice (dovse olianig) on the ope man and @
layman’s atiice (doese faronl on the other, They come owareds him and sirike iy
kimg"s chigedeare Urorn bime and meke w diad=m for seck of them. And cach man had
A mall ol o and they doade o batween them thus, They go from him then. Diarmait
awoke Crom Bis sleep aller thal aod recounts s vision, *True', said Beor mae I and
Caicid mas Findehdeme, IDdarmail’s post, ‘we bave the interpretation of vour
dream. Yaur savereigary Gladfdies) has come v an end’, he seid, "seod it is en 2od
to vour kingship (mgel and Teeland has now been deprived ol voor grip ol
soversigney, e, division between Chureh and Brare (salun o ol e fgdtal, Ul
it whal there shall be henceforth. And char iz whar the division af vour sopal disden
forelells b us, namely division of the sovercignty of Treland berween Stare and
Church (rofne Seaitkese Eremn enir thigith ocus eclais). But besides!, he said, “there
will ciorne o Hime when Cheesh will be in thrall to Sate (bus dder eclols do thilaioh)
a0 that there shall aor be _|1|'il.-i-|-:Er. ol Church (eedmsboy cogier) but ber being billeted
wpan by evervenc, Morcover, evil will then come 1o las sociely dofen friginf) with
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joint shughren by the aon, the father and the brother agiing ech orher an chear
evaryong's arms will be red from their Blood, The grownd shall peish and the mast
of trees and the produce of water through evervone's wntiech {einffF" {T8-0).

Fle antidizesrablishmenterian avthor of this hagastically fare Middle Trish texe
s presumably basing this prophecy oo evils of iz cwi time, a clue toche likely date
of compaosition being supplisd by the Trer “'that sanereary rights werz 2 mejer issue
in Church-Stute relations in Treland in the clzventh century™ (Badner. 1983, 193,
In this way o cerren erisis can he unfavourably contrested with condilions i an
eurlier wolden age, when Church and Srate were benebicintly ioverlocked noder & lrue
king despie the ndd threatening hicoup.

he saga’s finale is introduced when Diarmadl sxecules o misereand snn of the king
ol Connacht despite his being under the proweclion (cosmaiees) af Muircherzach mac
Frea's two sons aod 3t Colum Cille alias Colwoka, This farther bezach of zane-
tuary causes the Gonnechtmen to turn agisins, Dacmait and indoces Colum Cille 1o
assemble the Morchern L Weall amamst che Southern T3 MEN monarch, who s
dofeated, peturns to Uira ansl #sks Bece mae T abouot the manrer of his death, Baeg
himself then mests Colum Cille, accepts Christianity and dics, the epitome of (he
true prophel paving the way for Christianity. Diarmait iz now ledt with his drods,
whe simitacly Toretell Ris peculiar death. Later, when & oroval ciccuil of Ireland
briongs fim (o Tlister, he accopes an invitation o Bankdn®s hostel, Sigrilicantly, his
wife Mugain rofuses, leaving Disrmait free too acvepl the Greoms of Banban’s
dangheer. The verious prophecics concerniog huis el gre then Tulfilled and the king
duly perishes:

This lively cale represents Diarmadd as o somewhal ambigoous figure in reiation
o the Church amd Christianity, AHhough e conperatcs with Clarén, receives the
seine's blessing wnd endows his chuich, &4 king he continues to associate with druids
gndd the lke ton, The main Blocks of the subsaquent marcative are ao escalaling
alispation from the Clidich triggered by thres sucorssive breaches ol sanciusry.
RBelavions with Clardn afrer the first are soon mended by the king™s sobmizsion 2o
lerical authorizy, bot the feud with Boadin and compioy after the seoond lases for
a whole year unril DMarmaic eventually vields. The third ard final delingueney
against Colum Cille entails the king's defear, and teeows him back upon the druidiz
citablishment, the best of whorn, e mae £ 68 Dosr o the Choreh®s side. Finally,
Triarmait loses his wife's compuny s & prelude o Lthe termination of his life and
sovereignay @ the hands of Bankae™s beaatiful dacghter.

The steashy deciing in Dharmain s roval formenes culminating io his deach obvivusly
correiutes with iz cumularive offonces against and increasing isolation from he
Church, A the Trish Canons remind os, for Meximian, the ging of (he Remans,
Fell iz war through laying heave hande on God’s chucches™ (G, Ml XXV, 15
Mgxisiarus AaRIGEE Y Rammanorinr adgravay ey o svetesias Dal cscidlt in
Sl

Although discussions of Aiced Dormata and Aided Muircheriaip by Berne (1973,
F1-10) mod Bhroeachoach (19825 have efTectively hiotred out the Christian and
ceclesiastical comsidersiions (hal pervade both tzles by concentrating vpon (be
allegedly pagan medil of the king's (hreefold dearh, these narratives share with 1he
lemul mixims ciied i1 be previcus soction an insistence thet in post-Paurcian rsland
thers can be oo ruler's trach withour Christian faith oo G ol & poper cespect
(ar the Church, This aspect has, howaver, been Jduly emphaiieed v an admirable
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recent study ol chese teo storics by Joan Radoor (U983, 191 8), who arases per-
sugsively thatl “ihe thresfold death . . . isin Celtie tradition an cxplicitly Chrisian
narrilive device™ aned that “tales of mysterious death reinforce their audiences!
witrsnigss Tha! Cionl by afenading, that God iz in control. and in the speciiie case al
thie Lhrselold deatl ales, inwhich svents are trigmered by 2 human offenec, that Cind
will pusish and proge sigoificinl seongdoing”™ dibid., LET). The moral is chat “‘the
podwer of the king and the power of The Charch cannal coesist in opposition to one
ancther. Concentraoed in the steny of the death o Diarmadt, and carrisd scrongly
b ite wes of the threefold death plod, s ang ol the wreni theimes of the [tich Church
in the cleventh century: that peace and social stability are poszsible only through
cooperation and allianee betacen scealar averlords and (he cherghes™ Gbiad.,
1a4-5

Thiand saiel, we roay tuco to-whar O Hehir rightly terms “rhe Tighiy Chistinised
Ao Mevireferialy roove Drog™ wnd sess gz “'an anti-poddess story, reversing lhe
pagan polaritics'” (1983, 188), However, the Fact char this toxt happens mo survive
only in a late Middle or even early Mouern loish recension falls wecll short of proof
thar en unateested zonuine noegingl™ bas been ampersd with later by a Christizn
redactor bent on discrediting orherwo Id goddesses s yosens™ fibid., 178). Its con-
tral Christian messaze might well have beon thers Trom e besdnning, whenever thet
wals - perhipy the eleventh contury as suggestod by Radwer (1983, 19D,

I'he story begine wich the Tara king Muirchertash cneowntering the Beaalilol Sin
and heing soomlEiuaed with her thar he asTecs te a lizison on her terms. Rejeciing
the wsual valuable gils, she insists "my name is never o be uttered by vou, and
Druathsech, the mather of vour children, s not to be in my proscnce, and clerics sare
NEvar [ conc iRe the same house az me”” (pur, 41 They go o Tech Cletig aa the
Bowvne. the cxecllence of whose LD Meill denizens is stressed, whercupon Sin has
Drezibsech, her children and the TV N&T niagoaies expelled (pac. ). Duaibsech floss
to her contessor fensmicharal, the sainty hishop Cairrnech of Dulene, who brings the
Morthern U Méil to Tech Cletig, s rebulMed by Sio amd ansrily curses the place 2nd
itz kingt while Slessing the test of the Moethesn L Neill (s, %2121, The condlict con-
linuegs wilth Muircherlach vacillating beoween the elerics amd Sin, who uses various
il devices of inebriation and delusion o keep & grip am bind as “the hiagy
parady conlinugs wilh i luvish Samain feast - simuolancously a pastiche of (he zod-
dess™s ale-lepsl, Lhe Biblical wedding et Cana, and the Christian carmmmmion rilul
- in which Muirchesiach consumes wine end flesh mapically peoduced by the s
woiman from Bayne water and bracken, In her powsr his soversisnty s not assored,
bur destroved; he is poisoncd, weakened, doomed, Phony goods all along the line:
end ke bas taken these exriner symbols of the pagen sicrel kingship in preferone:
tor kit own ercthly lincage, his confosaon S Cairnech, and the Church™ (Badner.
ERE3, 14T,

Fimally, Muirehertach 35 ouc to desth by burning, wounding aod drowrming in
accordance with Cairnech's cumse, bur is given & Christian burial i Dulane.
Duzibseeh dics of aoel and s buried with him (par. 448 Sin then appeais ta rhe
cleries and reveals thal she agted o avenges Muircheriazh’s slaughter of her parcnes
and siseer inoa crushing vigory over Che sem-tdedfis Temiraoh or “old {i.c. vassal)
tribes of Tara® (par. 491 Tn the end sbhe (oo mekes conbession, dies and is barizd.
and Cairpech eventualily swocecds wicl considerallds il lculiy in rescuing Muircher-
liwn's soul from bell.
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suirchertach™s sovercignty hers disinlegrarcs in a tussle svmbuolisad Iy two con-
soits who stand Tneoguite different vadues, On the one hand, there 5 his fiest wile
Duaibesch, @ pious aristocrat supported by the Church wnd the main branches o
the Martiern 17 Meill, and on the other there is Sin, the snticlerizal snchantress of
vaesal siock. Al was well with Muircherach’s reign andil Teocast off Dusibeech
glom witl a1l she represented and allowed Sin 1o lead & revelution deeply wlTensive
tex L lse Christian Irish eslabfishinent on both religious and social or polilival grounds,
Fiwouring g5 it did paganism zod the plebs. The resuls were predictably
culastraphic, but the Chureh and her noble supporters ultimately trivmphed and
arder was restoreid,

Mg Radner peroeptively remarks, the authon of dided Midrohertoiz “has strae-
tared it by graful manipelation of many taditional metifs aml themes, including
soversl especially aharacteristic of stovies sor in the pre-Chinstian “herode’ eni, In
order Le say thar in Christian Ireland the very natees el tradinonal kingship has
chunzed™ (1983, 196). Indesd, this scrugple for the king's affoctions and sl
batwesn 4 Virtoous Christian winnan and a wicked pigan wilch of sovereiznly
b xean 4% & nArTative expressian of the diverss origins of good and bad rule oo (s
b (hie Trish Canons: omei ordiatio g Deo, opere auiem Melighs @ digbole every
aond governance is Prom Ciod, hut wicked works are Trom the devil™ (Con. HiD.
BEWV, L)L

5. The fisvs that the ‘poddess” of sovereigals®s various represenialions in medieval
Trish literaiuse undoubtedly owe w gooul deal o divine pegin antecedents does not,
ot course, neegssarly imply anyihing like a one to one relationship berwee
individual litcrary maniisstatiens and presumed pre-Chrstian deities of this kiml.

Women such as Medb or Fithne whose names opeor repearcdly in ppproprise
corlexrs are the most Hkely tn e ditcecdy roogel i garlier soversienty (ETRT ] T e
ch. 5, 3. but even fere the type may be su sadically altered as te make suzh an
ascription well nigh meaningless in some texts. This, Tor instance, is the basic peint
made by O REahilly regarding gueen Medb's anributes in Toie o Cdwilsge and
associat=d Llster rales: “che is oo lonwer a goddess but a masterlsl woman, with
the insvitable result that her charscier has sadly degeneralsil, ~0 much 5o that at
times she s no beter than a strong-willed virago with unconcesled leanings towards
2 multiplicity of husbands and pariemoars” (E943, 156, Convars2ly, hiztorizal or
l=genadiary human quesns may attract mythico-literury soverzigney motits like
mrigeners, 4 possibility reoendly locidarcd by W, Aon | rindade (1986) with relerence
jox the lieerary teflexes of (hree hisrorical Gormlsiths of the ninth, tench antl gleventh
centurics respectively, Since questions aboul eriging are irrclevant to Ly peesent
pancern with ateested narraiive funetions, it seems hest wo torm such figures in e
litcrarurs 'women® rither than ‘goddesses’ of sovereignty in order (e avoed con-
fusion,

The upproach of pre-Morman lreland®s monsstic (feegid 1o supernatrelly
endowed fignees in their senchny way varied within the cunfines of & tepical encugh
medieval western outlook, One abvioos possibilivy was to doubt thei actvil
exivience, as when the twellUh-ventury seribe of the J0-Tdin cofors, dnoe famous
pestsaripe, to figments of the poetic imagination [igsenta poeficg, L S923) AN
alternative way (he sn-celled ‘cubemeristic’ notinn of grear men posthomooshy
aoquiring diving oo semi-divine aciribuies
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Fhis s che ine adopeed by thar polymath prelate [sadore of Seville in the section
un pagan geads in bis Eremolozice entitled de iy gentlosn: "hose whom the pagans
dechivre 10 be guds are exposed as having onee been man, and gn aceeunt of their
inlivaissl lives i deseres they began to be cultivated among (heir vwn prople after
death' [guos peggend devs asserune, Romiires ofim fulsse prodvoetur, e opro
wrisdicigas wite vl snpeiviy coli apnd SHOF post mortem cosperendds YL &1
Cadr Armasn’s treatment of Moynaonin mac Lic constiioee: an cxplicit medisvil
[rish applicaticn of such reasoning: “*Muanaonan mae Lir, Le. Chrbsen was his oame,
i be was a marvellous merchant who was in the [sle of Man, i.e. he is the bes
steersman thers was on the scain the West of the world, He used 1o discover through
hiz medgerology, 1., through his obscrvatinn of the sky's or the air's appearance,
aivw long The woisd o7 the bad weacher weould fast and when =ach of them would
change e the other, And it is on chat aecounr thal the Brilons and the men of
Treland reckoned him (o be the zod of the scz and he was alied Mac Lir, ie. Son
of the Sea® (par. 158

A commanct appriach, however, seems to have been rhe aseepiance of non-
human supernataral status and g explanation of this cither in daboelical o7 in
angelic tarms, the only oo such aligrratives compacible with Christian cosmnlory,
The posteeript to'the LL-Taln leans towards the Yormer in speaking of peoesicizin
ceniovien o delusions of demons'' (F 4923; of, Lsidere, Erpmm. VITT ix 33, clfewon
ST EraesiiERi qrod praesiringal aciset ocwlorem), while the carly owelfth
cenlury roenn seribe of LU concludes his copy ol the Lale Serplize Con Cliaisn with

he lollowing siricturgs: “'so that that is & destroctive appirition (eidbei aidmili)

g Ca Chalainn by [he Felk of the 5. For grear was the devilish powsr before faith
(i elemochie desfnacl rip creftio) Bnd i3 cxcens was fech (hisl the demons uzed
to fight bodily with he peaple and that they wsed o show delighis and secrets to
them as if they axisted. Tris thus (ba? they sed to be belioved fn, so thar s (hgss
apparitiony thul the ignorant call sids @nd [olk of the se™'. Thet monastic dehate
e this topic was by no mecans ooe sided 1y indicuted By the claim inan nporani
passige ol Lie eod of Sedl e Fir Flatha (see 1 below) chot she display of “wond:ous
appariions’ Lo Kings of vore oas reparded by evclasipslicul scholars (eenaiai} ac &
godiy wnd not 4 devilish minfsiralion [conid fimtiirechs divda . .. 7 comach
tiinrkirechi desmnoch],

a. T Breland, as o onher purts of Christendom, & special versivn of the cuhemeris:
line with considerable appesl wis sunctification. a process which wili e Further
iHustreted in the next chapten, This mande it possible for pagan deiries or heroes anl
their more desirabls artribuces ocbe pppropriated by the Chorch themiegh transfor-
marion into saints. rather &s the very wordl spded in st acquired the valoe “hialy,
suint’” in g gpecitically Christan seose (ch, 1, 7). An interesting narrarive comsim.
livn ot this epproach with the diabnlica’ sssessment is found in the intriguing saga
Adfrnery Fige ofvi Medir, the cssential eonents of whish may be tather older than the
axianl fodern Irsh version,

Adier some necessiary synchesic historical prefiminaries centrine upon the Toache
M Thznann (pars, 1-2], the 1ale begins wich thah king Maninnans machinations oo
expel his bnst Flemar frum Brig na Béinne in favour of his (osterson Oengus.
Manannan wrpss fh:ﬂ;g:1~ wespenmplish this by means of the chann [wn) wharebhy
the angels came from the King of besven and from che Lord of the universe and the
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charm {seér) wherehy we separated Irsfund s sovercignty (fafties Feitde) Tronm the Fir
Bolg and the churm (s¢n) wherehy the sons of Mil separared the precedence over
Ireland {oirechos Lirvna) liom us inturn™ (pur., 41, To Oengus's question ''is 1here
i wod ahove our geds (aa ful diy o5 ar ndeib-ne®) Mananndn replics that Indeed
these is, the invingible Almighty God (ind den-fhi wolechumaeltach). Creanor of
heaven. earth, sesa and the four elements, He 1hen gnes an to cxplain that this God
Haregred ten orders of angcls around him and, as to the lord of the tenth urder, pride
and vanily arose in his mind and they len the plain of heaven vnnsosssarily. God
{bamishel) the tenth order from his territory . . - and formed men . . . and pur the
aroup that had arrogancly ledt his territony into the shepes of demans i adelbaib
deman)'. Mon's tame is determined by whether they side with Giod or thesz devils
{par. 4). Elomar-is then eapelled from the Brug despite Dengus's foclings of muili
[pat. S).

This doctrine presumahbly eflecrs the claim in Bsidors’s Fipmodogioe thet chere s
seripourel support For mne ardzrs of angels (¥ 10 v d; rOVEIR QUi eEre Orplies
aupeloria savree Scripfuros festantur, i est orgell, erchangel, thrond, dosmine
fones, virides, oelncinerys, potessates, cherelis et seraplim) in addition Lo the
wicked fullen dnzels rarncd devils (ibid., MI; Mo et ordo vel dizrinciio Rl
gud posi fupsot malorusn iy ceefest vigone sfererunt). Thus God's righleous cxpul-
sion of 1he fallen angels or devils 1o be @ source of damnation fur themscives and
of tempiation for menkind iz misesed as “‘droidry and deviley (dreidechd 7
digbaliach™ by the kng of the Tialha [é Danann an carth o dispossess one of
hig suhjects.

There fallows the aceounl of Eithne®s zrth and sarly e amnng the Tdatha De
with Clengus in the Brug until an finsult from the fler's brather makes I impossible
far et to consurng Focd in fhelr comparny gpart From the milk of two special vows
from holy India milked by her own hunds. The canse s ultimately divined by
Mananmin, whe save that as 8 rosult of Lithoe's shaming “her goardian devil (2
demarn conraiiecfia) as gone {frotm . . . ) her beart and an angezl feinzed by come
inite plisve, und thar dnes nor allow our fmed inln her breast and she will niost wedship
druidry or devilry (niaiddra i dratdechs me diwhleigecke) henoeforth - L L wnd il will
be 142 thres-persomed | ., Trinily that shall be the Goud of worskip 1D aaaroe]
for thal maiden™ (par. §l.

Eithe Tived i this way lor centuries wntil Patrick's arrival i licland and the
hanishment of druids and dermoens (dichor drved 7 dewron) 1o Loegaire mae Xeill's
reign. Ome day neur the oyne she left her Tuatha & MDanann fricnds aod began
raking instruction Frome a cleric. Finally, Fairick fimzelf inrervened o prevent
Ckengus tfrom recovering her. She then commended her snul to God and alrick,
dicd, released her spiril o hoaven, wes buriesd and gave har name to Cell Ealnncor
SEithne’s Chupel'” al Broee na Béinoe (pars. 120

As pointed nut by Claire Dagger (E9831, this tale obviously wriivelales a rransiton
froan pagan deity to Christian sinl, the probazilioy Teing that al beasr some of thy
known . Eithnes, including (he ten listed in Comuinmmugiad Sdem Heretid
dRroanan, 1912, 338: O Riadn, 1985, 140-361, have tooly (0 various local maritesia-
tions of the identically named soveceignty poddess best koown &s Eithne Thaeblata
(ch. 5, 3 =nd 120, I so, Uhe christfianization ol sovereignty sclf would seem (o b
implied hese, and i may be added that Aferorn Tigs od Medar offers a puinled and
structurully ceniral contrastive parallelism berween the wicked angels’ departure
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Croo thig body company of heaven for damnacion and Bithee's abandonment of her
demnanic Tharba D2 s kith and kin for salvation. The heroine’s demise in such
contesis s an ohviows expression of har dearth to paganissn and resucceclion io
Cheistianity.

Tirechdn proseats @ sinking analogoe or oven entecedent in B farmous seventh-
ceniury dezeription {par. 26; isfer, 1979, 142-57 of Parrick's cneauiler al 1he well
of Clinbach {cf. 3 sbave) Beside the coval site of Crieschu with Eithine the whire
(i) and Fedelm the red (rufa), hoth diughters of the Tara monarch T.degaire,
who remauins o pagan in Tireehdn's oarcalive (pee. 121 These guestion che sainl
o e ol andd reesive a Derical repdy concleding with the words "“noa, indeced.,
bwish 1o join you (o o Hewvenly King sinee you are the diughters of an certhly king
ANy weishy 1o believe™ (pur. 26, 12; g0 uern wodo wos rewi coefesti coniungere
atteem fTiioe regls Sareend 5itiy (0 wudeis 20y credered, They duly believe, are baptized,
take communion and die =0 thul they may behold the Heavenly King Forthvdth,
Their druid fosterers come 1o mourn wod are both eventoally coonverted, Marsover,
the burial mound with the boees oF (he two Roly virgins beoomes the zite ol 3 church
(per. 26, 21} and Eithne daughier of Loweguire is lsted 28 oa saint (O Riais,
1955, 152,

T Walsen (1988 has reccntly made & good cwse For a thematie arientarion
teswards soversignty in Sofirrg Merai, One might Curther suggest that chis relatively
old saga's distineily unpleasant aura helps to highlight the unredeemed and malig-
ment nature of & pagan otherworld source of kineship Hable to desrrov onless
deatroved.

The sarting 15 a feast held on Samadn sve by Aflill and Medb a1 Croachy the day
after *twe captives (eimddd fad been crucified (rocorackiha) by thern®, Lo ceturn
ler i prize u challznge is izsucd along the sume lines 88 30 the cnmmentiey on gel
Sl vonigiad n-pmnn ' pledge for facing fear' in o legul heptad (CTF 1R.20.37), This
entaly plivciog u chilo (d) onthe foor of @ capiive on the cross esin cheadeh), bt
il exoepl Nerae are unnerved by the darkness {gorcham) and awfulness Gendedein)
of a night on whivh "demons {demna) wsed regularly to appear’™. In view of this
text's penchant Tor sets of thres the prosence of anly (wo crecified captives may he
intended to hine a1 & mseing third, perhagps Cherst himeell betwsen the tao thicves
crucificd on cither side of birm (e.g. Mark [5:27), Arguably, (ben, thiz grim apening
{pars. [-2} acts as 8 cue [or the absence of Christian redemplion and presence of
muldatactors gnd demans in the narrative about to anfold.

When one of the caprives asks Cor wodsink. Merae takes him ow bis back, After
fatas e Pwy hodssy surcoundad '|:l'_-.' fire g wepisr l':EFE‘::‘i'-'E“]}". 1:|'u:!,- reash @ Chicd
containiog (fres vessels of dirty warer, ‘The cuptive drinks from cach, kills 1he
inmates by spriving them with the last draughl, and is returned o his eross (pisrs,
3-a). This eprsnde agsociating impurity and desh with o drink clsewhere prone 1o
symbolize kingship ref, Y atove and Bhreathnach, 1982, 256-9) leads Watson, on the
strength of a somewhar DiTerent analvsis of the details, 10 the olapsible conclusion
that “'the captive’s scarch is a newative paradigm which indicites what soversicnty
must nac be™ (1986, 133). Witlsen also sightly ingists ihat it be taken in conjunction
with twe further cpizades involving the cacrving of hurdens (ibid,, 132-7.

Flareinge witnessed Criachn's desiruction by fire and the sword, Serae Tullows the
parpetrilon: inle the nearby sibmnend of Croscku, where the king gives him gy
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conserl and sers him che daily tusk ol bringing fireweod o his forl (par. &) The
imposition of the seme menial labeer wpon the herode Opmas wis ung of king Bres’s
inf-inwements of propriety in Cudth Madge Tieired (par. 37), aml Waison is doubrless
right in secing the si-king's behaviour & a sign ot his inadeguacy (ibid.. 134).

While carrying his own burden, Merac saw cvery day o blind man hearing a cripple
a4 well o ascerlgin Froen e whether something was =000 theres When MNetae gues-
tions his wife, she informs him thar the object iy the well iz a gold diadem worn an
the kine's e, She alse assures him that che sack of Crischu was 8 premunilion
of whas wauld happen the fofllowing Sumain unless provented by destruction of the
sid-tolk (par. £). Thiz is ultimately accomplished with her help, and the oown of
Bricn {(fwrr Breidiny is carried ofl from the well s she had promised along wirh
“he mantle of Locpaire (cétech Ldegail) in Armagh and the tume of Tanlang
{enpech Ddrleinge)l emong the Leinstermen in Kildare'™ (par. 1%, of, %

Various other aspevts ul (his claborate story, such as hose relaring 1o itz role as
an cxplanatory prehale (o the Téin, have bren discuesed hy Watson and need ool
concern we hers. Whar iz clear is that Nerue and iz captive pessenger’s delly
encounter witl {he house containinge chree vessels hoth carrelates and contrasts with
the visity of (he blind man with the lume man on hiz back to the well containing the
thres grea lalizmans of soverzipniy over ConnaEe b, the 170 MEl and Leinsier respes-
tively, Whereas murder of the house"s harmless inmates brings the malgvelent cap-
liwe ni gain. destruction of the si's bancful inhabitants visls iy justified buman
per peirators these thres fangible bencfits, cmphasis Beiog upon the haer Brivin in
a 1ale conering upon Conmaghi's ehief roval ste. Boually signilicant is the informa-
pinn that &t lewst twe ol (hese major cmablems of kmcship are now Incatod in areat
monaseries, A ventral message of our text, then, is Ll they, and consequently the
soversirnty embndied by them, have been relgased from 2 moribund and demuonis
QAT envirnment int proper Christian vusiody.

%, In markod contrast to Adam Tige da Medar's Tocation of the Tuatha 136
Disreann i the diabolicsl Brog, Foberr Ade ioeie Cuikn pleaces them on av nsular
fir tapnpiri ar “land of promise™ of the rype cncountered in dmmrom Brain and
Eehrrae Chorlaiich, 3, 130 Bécuma®s cxpuision from this paradise for comumitting
a sin and her spbsegqueni roschief-making amonp men io Lrgbnd (par. 3 canbe seen
93 8 ppiccocusm ol the hebaviowr end fate of che talien angels alluded o st the
beginning of seclion 6, Conn’s reign of peradicsical plenty in Ircland, when
“nuthing was laeking™ and "“thev used 1 reap the grain arope chrice eeery i
[patr, 14, is blighted by his liaison with Chis beautiful ot evil woman dsee ch. 5, 12).
st luation rerminiseent of God™s cursing of the hizhorto bountitul sscthfrer Adam’s
tempration by Eve {Gen. 3: 170 and Furiher reminiseent of JTerzmivh's plaintive gues-
pen: “how long shell the land mours and the herbs of every region wither, far the
wickedoess ul (hem thil dwell (herain? The animezl s consumed, and the Hird™
(124,

After pseribinge [hese misforruncs to Ris wile's depravity and lack of faith (o foy
corbaid mad Cwind 1 ges cvgltin aice), Conn’s dronds tell of “the one from whom
their remedy [ewes) will come, namely the son ula oo carnal couple {moc divdng
nem-choipide) to be kroughe to Ircland, killed s the entrance of Tacw and his hinod
mixed with Tara’s carth® ¢par. 8% Conn duly sets out across the sen on s quest
and reaches & wondrous islamd where he s offered glorious bospitaliny by a 2ouple
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from the “land of promise’™ and the Yland of wondars™ wha, like thes parens
tefure them, had only deparied from their chastity ence in order oo pendoce theis
sun B Sdeckaboaid, Despite his purents initiol reluctence, Sépdac is allowed o
assiz]l Cone By conming e breland poder the protection of various of her porentates
fpar. 110

O Bégdac's arrival there s a contzniion belwesn his orotecvors snd the drwids.
who bay for his bleod. Tn despair Bdedae declares bos regdiness to be put 1o death.
Hergover, & woman., who turng out to e Séedae’s mother, appeisrs with g cow o
sacrifice in his stead. Whon Ie 85 ol wp, twn bags are openal and Found o contain
& ane- and & twelve-legmed bind respectively. Saeprisingly, the gre-lewwa] bird 15 vic-
toricus in 8 fisht between them, the moral drawn by e woenin Tor Che men of
Irelimd being wvoware the twvelve-legeed bivd and the Littls Lad the one-legged hird,
sinoe it is be who represcnes the crath (dlde o5 o wefe aeim JVrinei1' . She #oes o0 1o com-
resgned 1 serene and execotien ol the dreids before elling Conn that a thivd of
Treland's enrn, milk producns and oest will il be lacking as long as b rerains the
depraved Bécuma. When, hawever, he rephes thal he cennot put ber away, mather
and som depart. There ensucs the Naal pae of Che sale, sbready discessed (ch. 5, 121,
where Bécuma uwses a game of fdehied o semd Arl wocguest of her alfter 9o
Delbchiem.

The son ol picents from paradisc. the sinlcas Sfgdac is veady e e nourder o
seive alhers bl by smslched back from the jaws of death o paradise, legving (e
retsfurabion of The men ol Ieeland’s bendtede incomplete as Iong. 25 the she-dexil
[Secima is sl in their midse, This obvious allegory of Christian redempricon has
Peen pereepiively aomreried on by O Hehiz, who sles notes thar “the sehszizunion
of e civs’ Tor the bey s modeled o Che sierificos of [saac’™ (1983, 1745 The victory
of the bird with one leg owver ils pwelveclegeaed rival presumably betokens the
superiericy of toue belicf in the ore frue Ciod over pagan beliel in a plurelity of
deities, 8 message hameered home by the cotrasl bebween Sésdise's survivel snd
the destruction of bis druidiz would-Be execurioners, In the Frsl hulb of this story
the corrupied sovercignty®s fate is i the halance herween the redemplion of Tered by
P christhise Sewdie and bis pear-virgin mother on the oae hand asd rie deleriora-
ton Brought aboar by the demonic Beeuma on |be other,

The upslnt s a pre-Patrgun or "0kl Testament” prefiguration of the Chuich's
disprsable vonlribulion le uler’s truck and i attendane blessings in the Cliris
fian paviod 03 and 4 abovel, Tngesl, with due ceservadions sbout wnprovaizle claims
a5t the lazencss of its compositinng and addivion e **the ust Relf of the soory®™ son-
tinuing “'the casential substance of the It older tale thal s pamed insaga-list B
{zecch. 3, 121, oneo can hardly helpagresing with 0 Helor™s vepdict that 'the enice
first half of the exrant wext of Eacherg Airs v Owlod oows P ochemare Detbehoine
SiEive Morgein cin theretfors beosecn as 2 late and gnbirely Chrisian inveation”™
(1983, 174,

9. Thus the woman ol soverelgnly may ot enly. appear as hideous, Towly nr
deranged, ponding rhic releass of her gloriees pocensial 1o the cighe spouss and his
subjoars, bar comvarsely may also conceat beneszh o slamorous exterior & melign or
diazoiical disposition destrucrive o herroyal male and dimaring o kiz kingdom.
The comparetive evidenoe fch. 5, 2-5) indicales e the pazan sovereienty poddess
wis someching of a chamalzon whese main atrailaies ware inerely svinplomailic of
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the pressnce or shsence of a worthy paval eomsore rether thain inherently guad o
bed, That being so, it looks as though the dichotomy belween the assemtially vir-
suons and the morelly flawed rovel brids in medieval Leish Tierature reflects the Fun-
durmental Christinn cosmolomical dealily neadly applied to kingship in the clation
fram rhe cighth-ventiry Irish canons &0 che end al setion 4 above: every good
governance is from Gad. but wivked works are from the devil™, w theolegical prin-
viple manifestly connecated with 1he same book’s conrrast bereeen rhe juscice ot &
just king'T wnd “the infguily of an unjust king' {(s2c 2 above],

Tr is, moreaver, worth recalling that the Lible itself, perhaps - @ distant reflex
of the ancient Mesopatamian frigros gamos (ch, 3, 3), containg some 51 rixing images
of women a8 rovel spouses and rerrizorial symbols.

The A l'lL'HEl.'_-'FlEE intradioces a Fﬂ];j;ul:':ﬂ_ll- chviouws ciia b lical '.'igur-.'_' of Lhis [ R in
"Whe gicat whore hal sitteth wpon many watcrs: witl wham the kings of (he earth
mave committerd] (einication (owm gua forsioed sund rEges rerrgel, wnd the
imlhakitants of Lhe earth have been made drunk with Lse wine of her haclotry (de vino
proftitcionis lus) o o, B owoman Sitting upon @ scarlet beast full of names of
hlasphemy, having scven heads and ten horos. And the woman was arrayed o
purple ans scarlet and gilded with geld and precious stones amd pearld, heving a
golden cup in her hand Full of ahomination: pricd the filthiness ol her fornicetion
iAoleny DOCUTHRT GUrETIT i MIOHN FNT plenu LhIRinarionim of WriRERgTe fere-
certionds aiesy . . Aod | saw the woman druaken with the hinod of the saints i
with the Bloed of (he maryrs of Jesus - . . And the ten horng which thou sawest
are 1en kings. which have received oo kingdoms as yer bui reccive power s kings
ane Tiour with (he beast. These have one mind, wnd shall give their power and
sireneth unto the beisl . These shall make war with the Lamk, upd the Lamb shall
overcome (them® (Rev, 17:1-4, & and L12-4].

Representarion of lscael or Terusalem as o bride. widow o1 the like in varions can-
diticns 3 well ateested in the prophets. For instance, 8 prediction.of Tzracl’s tulore
oreatness ih Tsaiah 54 coniains the following =iriking passugess “praise, 0 barren
one That dost oot bear (1, fosda sterifis g aod parish .. Lor le whe mede (hae
shall b lord over Chees the Lord of hosts i3 his name ., . Por the Lord hath siglled
(hee a5 @ women forsaken and grieving in spivit and a rejected wife of youlli™ (5,
gaiia wt pofierenn derelictan e maerenicRl SPIry vocew 18 Deninins ef poaeskl ab
wrilesceniin abivctzm). The well-known opening ul | amentations Likens the
desolate Jerusalem o & once prosperons widow whe has boen desertedd and has
Fallem oo bud rimes: *how doth fhe iy (onced tull of people sic solitiry; the mistress
of naliuns {daming zenton) hath become ws o widew ... She hath lzmented
dolefully in the night and her fears are on hes checks; thers s none 1o comion ber
from all her lovers (ex onmibus caris eing); all he fricnds have despised her and are
become her enemies'’ . Uhis basic image and idea mey well have influzngel e
famous and similardy oriented 13 [rish verse lameno of the Oid Woman of Beaee
(cailleck Berei; 2d. 0 hAadhe, 19849), whese conneclion with the soveregnty higs
bcen most recently discussed by O Carhasaigh (1989, 3581

Ezskisl 16 offers what is, perhaps, the most sestained mzaphor o tns kind in
the OHd Testament in recponse Lo the exhoroation “won of man, rizhe knnwn her
abarninalions to Jerwsalern™ (25 Cods word concerning her pmpropi s birck anld
subsequcnt clevaton (o beauty and ;-r::lsp-;:riig.- i= reported as Mellews: and when i
puseed by thes, | saw thee downerodden in [hine own blood wnd Taaid ro thee when
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thou wast in thy bleod, Live o, . | bivr grooced thee o be mubtiplied as the bugd
of the fizid, and thou hast heen maltiplied aod macde greac, and hast corerad o
dtteined 4 woman's ornament (meedierd sehedeer: thy bregsts have filled our snd
chine Reir ath sprounied (ebere fue infusiisrn of pitvs fews merminavio, and rhoo
witsl oaked (ot o Bull of confusion. And 1 passal by thee and beheld thoe and,
fy Uiy Lime wins e ol For lovers (fempus ammanieon), and 1 spread my mancle over
rhee amd covered thine goominy god 1 soare wnto thee amd enieced into g covenane
wirh thes, saith the Loed God, amd thow becamcst mine (oF S ev mihi], And I
washed thee with waren ., ., wod clothed thes wich different hoes |, ., and oled thes
with fincry, and decked thes with vrnoment . . -, and Tset ajewel ahove Lhy visare,
and rings in thine czrs and & crown of beauty wpon thine head | ., and thou
becemes! gquite excordingly beauriful and didst prosper oo a kingdom (e decony
Sacio ex vehenenter mirmis ef profesist @ rrpaee), And thy mame went forth Ay
the nalionz for thy beauty, since thow wast perfec! in my comelincss, which [ had
put apon thee, sailh the Lord God™ (G- 14). Thercaftar, however, Jernzelam plavs
the harknd ““as an-aduirerons wile who takes in srrangers in adilition to ber hushand"
(32} and is duly threatened with retribution along with ““thy sislers, who have aban-
doned cheir husbands and rheir sons | | . thine elder sisrer Samaria . . . thy vounaer
sisgtar . . Bodaorn and her dawghiers™ (456

The Bitle, then, individwally equates verious citics and counrsies, particulacly
deruzalemn and Lireel, with women whose phivsical conditon, prosperity and bappi-
ness depend vpon che bestowal or wirthdiawal of o'y Favour, & relationzlip hiabls
lir be expressed oo sexual terma, The woaman migy also takes various carthiv lovears,
alben ysuelly au the cost of her divine husbands jenlousy, and finally may become
socwanton @% (o figuee gy an agent of the devil,

Te can rhus be seen (bt chere was no lack of alwices biblical models o whish
inkerived [rish conccprs of the lemale embodimene of soversiwndy couid be st leas:
partially asaimileted. Tn effect, (he condition of the O1d Testument women in ques-
tion sorves as &n indax of Giod's sitistaction or dissatisfaction, as the case might be,
with the rulers end poople of the kingdoms symbolized by theem, Uhal being so, i
wipnll presumably keve beon casy enough Dor medizval Ircland®s momeasis men of
letigrs o imisrpret the ransformarions umlersone by cheir own women ol
sovereignly @y comparable wokens of Cod's alflude towards & king and  his
kingdom, This upproach would, of course, be applivable to the pre- as well a5 1he
post-Patrician period; given the carfe Cheistian Irisht belief, glrcady amply
docomented fe.g. ch, 3, 7-10; ¢4, 4-9%, Inthe role of divige providenes and revela
tion from the very heginning of their history.

In that case. pre-Christian Irish kingehip would constituie & ivpaolueical enticipa-
ticn of its Christian cownterpar] (of, ch. 4, B), and the worman of spversipnty, instoed
el beiog an ancquarian pagan anemaly, would have aequived @ narrazive ol in
kegping with contemporancous Cheivian notions of 4 kingship fef geeds, in which
the benelils ol the rulec’s troch flowed altimilely From God (sez 2-4 ahovel, Their
aseripraon Gf ey inzdght to Cormae mae Al limsel 02 arove) shows that manaiiig
frerari regarded thas sssentially 00 Testamenr model of sovercionty 2= a foatire of
the pre- as well as Ihe pesi-Patrician cra.

0. Bince even 0 the patriarchal peried of the 0 Testamen prigr o the Mosaic
covenann Dod might speak 10 chusen individuzls cither Sivecily or chrough the
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medinm of angels, it i no surprise that similar possibilitics were eovisiged in
Ipsind s astengibly pre-Christian senchuy, Mendion has already besn made of the
wise wiant Trefuilngil's slpus a5 “fan aogel of God™ or *'God himsell™' appearing
\ the men of Leeland under their King long ago in Do Seidigud Teflaich Ve, but
thie conclusion of Scdf ne B Flatha referced 1o a0 the ond of section 5 above is of
partiular interesi: “bur the ecclesiastival scholars sy that every lime a wondrous
apparition (feidlse ingnod) used w be shwn o the toval tulers efevr o= flatfnild
af vore - as 1he Sedl revealed to Conn and as the land of pronise L aairmgiet) wis
shown fa Cormas - it was a podly ministration that vsedl (0 ceme i-thac guise and
ot devilish mindstration. Maoreover, (it i) engels thal vsed te come to Relp them,
simce it te natural troch (rimed adendd) that they weed o Tollow and it is the com-
mandinent of law (e reckia) that seoved (bem®:

Iheie iz an obvions allasion here to Beike o Sodll and wo chat pard ul Sl ko B
Fioihe (pars. 25-534) vommonly known as Echirg Corimeic | Tir Tairngin, botl texs
primarily aboul suverzigney. Tn the former & miist desconds upon Cenn Cétchathach
avid s compininns hefare clesring 1o revenl a fine house containing & maiden called
fierigk Everar =i he sevvercignty of Leelanad"' and the pheantom or Sedl himself, who pro-
phesios coneerning Conn gnd his suceesons in the Tarn kingship with cach drink that
the maiden drawafzh, 5,30, Interpretanion of the Sedl as Ceds agenl sy places (he
woman ol snvcreionty associated wilh him firmly on the side of the angels, 5ot aprah.

Ir1 the second tale Cormas s viziced by a fair voulh holding a musical silver brancly
with & reindoy of trufis (che 3, 13) *“from a land (hal has only troth .., el neirher
age nor d2CAY MOT SOETUW nor fain nor rags nor jealousy nor hatred nor pride!” {par.
17y Carmac’s aeyuisichon of the branch by granting thres requests enables his visitor
1 remove the oo of the king’s daughier. son and wifc Eithee Thaehfata in sucocs-
sion 10 this sinles paradise, whither Cormas scts off in search of them. Qo arrivil
ima B oalacs there, e is given Dwo steiking lessons in che threefnid naters of trulh,
Firctly, he encointars a pig that cian aaly be cooked by the reciration of a oruth ever
cach guiarler {pars. 37-321, Theee trulhs relating 1o stock and Srops-arc so uctes i
to render it three-guarters done, Cormaz then recounting the fourh to complete the
provess 118 manoer obviously clevant wothe tripar ire sentccure of mature and
sowiery integrated amd made whale by the king's truth (2h. 3, 4 and %10, Cerm ac's
Family i then cestored (o kim and he s shown 2 cop which bresks in Lhree when
“ilwee words of filsehood (rdosa brimbee breice)' are wmerad over it bul Beodimcs
whiale again with the speaking of “three true confessions (ora cofbsens fire)', &n
imagz oot only epuivalent to thet undeclying the talz of Lugaid Eiabdlarg's concep-
tion (ch.5, 4) but alza fullv in kesping with 2 Augustinian decirine thae 211 ol
is pecogmised By its threefold compatibiling with neturs, Scriplure and informed con-
sciemve [ch. 4, &1, At any rate, (he desived Teintepration 3 fccomplished when
Cormi's host dealzras thar neilher your wife nor your daeghier has scen the Lace
of u netle phantom {ferscdl sinee they were browght from Tara wneil today sl il
vour som has not seen 1he face of a femaly phuntom (harecdf)™ (par. 52 hefonrz
rewealing Rimeslt is Mananndn maz Lir, king of the laad of promise, woe explaining
that Cormes has heen deliberately ured (here 1o witness these wonders {par. 33).
The king wecke en the morrew o fing himgell nn the green of Tara with his family
of three, the hranch with its thres Pruits and the three-in-one cup “which used Lo
distineni=l truth and falsehocdd fur che Grazk™ (racdelfpesd Hriadi = por | oOoealdo,
par, 54) during Cormac’s lifetime.
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There can e an doulst (il this tele funcrions in Sod! ne v Flaihe as an allerory
of Cormac’s acainmest ol vhe truth of God®s law that was che bedrock of his regsl
excellence according o this and other textsqoh, 3, 10-11; ch. &, 7). Inetles, the
sowereignty personified by his wile Rithny is briefly withdrawn feoin bim only o be
returned in g oewly perfected Ffoom born ol g sojourn in the sinkess pasdise that is
Ihe huome of fruck and angelic beings. Che king of these, Mananndn, can he seen
as an allesory of God himself lere as in frokrgs Mrgin, in which the olose of
Manannan's greq| posm sbout paradise, the fall of man wod Christ®s redemprive
fncarmativn drivws & pistent piralie] beracen this and Wi own mission frem the land
of promisc o the workl ol men'in order to sire a remdrkable =00 wpon & morral
woman., What Cormac 5 allegorically vouchsafod inchis tale i nothdinge less than 2
divine revelation about the three-in-ong nature of the truch essential (o the proper
exervize of Kingship. Whatever us pawan lodo-European and Celiic oo, o
irinftarinn concept of aovercicn's truth linkiog the humen and divine worlds had an
abwious potentisl for Christian cxplaitation,

Furthermmere, 1he notion of angelic auardsing ool reveplers of sovorsigniy such
a5 the Suiil or Mamannin in pre-Christian Treland woull conform nizely ro Taidars's
drocreine “rhar there is oo place over whizh anzels da nol preside’” (Erva. WIT v 29
sollrn mise Soceer e ol mow praesing, iselleplicitly deduced from the words
of the angel wo the peopher Danisl: “but the prince of 1he kimedom of the Persians
withetood me-one and tweniy davs: and, Lo, Michael, ove of Lhe chiel princes (..
of angels, wnis de princindbey grimis), come to help me! 20d | remisioed thers beside
the king of the Porsians"" {Thin, 105130

In medieval Itish m}'th the bewe (] woman of 5|:u?n:-ﬂ:i£.'.|_..- .'||ﬂ:']':;lu;:'_-.l its in werse,
helwesn un otherworld suseeptible 1o depiclion as a sinless paradise presuled pver
P the likes ol Munannan and the sinfol workd of men poverned by their kines. | his
status is hoth funclionally and alleporically coniparable (o that of the bihlizal hrides
of Ciesd and eacthly monucchs referred 1o in 9 ahove,

Tin cardy Feish litsraure such women symbalize the warious destinies of individuals
cligible for the kingslup, being represented not ooly &% Bestowsss buc also as
withbolders or withdrawers of irog suversignty. The boauriful wornam who Heetinply
eppears 1o Cormac Conn Loiages in (oken of the imminent slippig of the Ulster
kingzhip from his grasp {zh. 5, 110 &t case in point. s death or incapaciiy were
nedd [hesole cucalvsts of failure tn beciing king, For instencs, in the Chiristian period
it wizs vornmen enough for scions of ropal borss o emberk vpon ecclesiastical
careers, The nokly Born St Laizrdn's refusal of jhe kirprehip offered him For an
eramctic existenee in his Salwmance Lifc (par. 7; Heist, 1963, 7) and the pious
clericel carcer of the sixth-century king of Conrachi's son Cellach in Cairfrding
Cellgip arc nbvious literary examples. Tvpical enough historical instances are pro-
vided by the archiishop A=l Db and abbor Ocngus of Kildare, brother and nephew
respectively of the sevemth-contury king ol Leinster Facldn mac Cnlmdin ief,
PG o, T98Z, 11O

Il bas been seen chat monastic idea’s are highly sermanc 1o Ecforan § Ranb™s
acvousl ol the oversens woman™s 2onflicl with Uhe =vil droid o resenc the bewerilary
Tari morarek Cionn Cerchathach®™s son Connlae from secular maralite among bis
awn fenple 1o everlysiinge dnlese Bliss in the Land of (he Living, Insofar as she
thereby decides borl Lis Gue resarding the suceessine anl thal of the fature king
of Tara, his brother A, il seems legitimare to cegaed ber as al least havine
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sizmitivant affinities with Lhe mythical woman vl sovereignty. However, 1his in no
wiy derracts from the demonitrable role of Connlag's beloved as a symhal of the
Chureh in gocordance with an alicgoricel prinsiple feadily applied to Ol Tesdament
krides like Esther, the Peisian cmperor’s cunsorm “in the image of Ciod's Churalys
isuel flowra ecolesine (ed; Tsidare, Ervnr, V1T 290 who strageled o sive her people
frrom Aman’s wicked machinations (se2 ch. 5, 13}
T the wife ur lover of a king or his heir apparent can be allegorieed a5 the Chureh
in Echtrge Choniel 24 in standard medieval hiblizal exegesis, the possibility surely

resents itsell rhat this equetion was applicd more or lesy generally to the warna)
of soversignty in her benign dspect by the monustic wrilers of carly Irish sigas, 11
v, the successful Haison af such & figure with wn aciual or prospective king shnuld
be seen a5 2 highly sffeclive device for giving typological prefiguration and narrative
ceuliFation to the cornersione of suecessful rule in 2arly Christan Ireland, namcly
coriein meecaisg e Fdodth ar “the union of Church with State”™ {s2e 4 abovel.
Clcarly feilere with or scparztion frum o woman of this type or sssociation with 4
diaholical counterpare would be similily apr 33 & menns vl representing a breach
in this indispensahlc svmbiosis,

The early Clhristian Irish 'pocddess' of woman of severeignly, then, may well be
the end-product of the ecclesinslical carichmen: ol polent nativz symbols woilh
biblical concepts and exewelical insights o provide vital carrenr congerns wirh
pppropriace historicul juslification and literary expression. At all evenls, har
vt lical artribuses can anly be fuily squacsd will the monastic literery enviroameat
(o which we owe Cher Cradsndission by positing thal her literary rols ol sexually vm-
halie mediation o randemn with the kine between this world sod the other, man and
god, matchel and forcshadewsd that of Christ’s bride the Cherch in medieval
Christian ideclogy and allegory,

11, 1f, as has been argued in Lhe proceding sections, i hierogamous pagen Irish
eacril kingship end associaled mythology had by aboul the seventh century AL
besn subtly bur nonstheiess comprehensively cunveriad by churshmen inle o Chis-
pan ideology of monsrchy by God’s grace with a marked Old Testarment stamp, anc
riight reasonably expest some influsnes (rom biblical prototypes wpon the repre-
serrarion of grewl kinegs o Trish radition,

& zories of arvicles by Elizabeth Griy (1481 -3} heve done much Lo illiminare the
manner in which Corh Maize Tadred draws on oviginally pagin myilical traditions
to toent i wide range of sociul iszues relevant to carly mesdisvil Trelznd, the prinipal
fllustralive rechnique being Lo juxiapnsc positive und negative behavioural patisens.
A alsa recognised by 3 Cathasaigh {19330, a venbal contrast of this Lyp= i
belween Bros and Lug as bad and gnod paradigms respectively for accession Lo and
slewardship of the kingship. Sl mare pecently (MeCone, 1980, [22-32) 11 has hezn
sugecated that vonlemporary clercal adiindes were fundamental 1o a further
apposition ol this 1ype between cdinie or *“sarivist’™ and fIF or “peer” (oo o 5,
0.1 7% im the saeme texr. Moroover, its monastic authar may well biave scen inthe cen-
tral conilict between the Taathia) De (Danann) and Femorans an Trish analogus
of thul Belwesn the Istaslites amd 1*hiliszines (ibid., [36-7; see ch. 3, &L

Allthough Lug is undoubtedly and Bres probebly a pagan Celtic deity o origie,
their reprosenzation in Cath Migs Tuired may »ill owe & good deal Lo kiflical
models. Thus Bres’s improper succession throwgh is maternal kin, unkingly
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eonduct dily subsjecied wa formal public condemnation. and alienalion of his former
SUPpNIters dre quire restinisoen] of lsrael’s gbortive first cupercment with kingship
in the person of Abimelech (lud, %), On the other hand; Lug’s zond lpaks, many
talents, skill o the harg, valour, judgment and abilitv ro slay 2 Fomarian giang wilh
a slingehot bear an wncanny Tkeness (o the attributes of thet slayer of the Philisiine
Colivth and peragon of O1d Testament king:hip David that is hardby all duc oo coin
cichenee (ibid., 137-59.

Ax 0 Uithusadgh hes pointed out (E977, T4-800, the tale fsneds Tige Bycker pur-
ports e give Che moral and historical juscificarion foe the passing of the Tara
Eingslipe Trom the cpnired of the Leinstermen syimbolized by £50hfer Mar to char
of the S Cuinn, Tater U Meill, symbolized by Cormias mas Al FPhe Sisic iley was
that for some time the Leinstermen held Tora and the Sil Cuinn residesd in neachy
Rells uncil Cormeac mac Aire hecame (he first of their line oo catabiish Dis dymsiy
permancnoy in Tara and huild ilere, as can be seen from the follnwing iwo
passuges. ' The Cethair AT4r, then, whnose sons we have eoumneraced, fifty vears 1o
hirn in the kingship of Irclend, as Taideenn alfinns, Che occopation of Cathair
{wigs] [(ifty years us above, Cathalr and Conn Célghalhach were contemparary,
Cathair i Tara woed Conn in Kells, wichour bande or war berween <hem hoth™
(e Ges,, T = 124022-T), According o a crucial pan ol Seada Tige Buchet
mistakenly removed agamsi all the menuseripts tooan CAppendis A as a0 elumey
interpolation’™ by its oditer (Cresns, E955, 271, ""Cormas grandsan ol Conn was io
Kells before e took the Kingship of Irehiind, for Medb Lethdarg Sid vt lel bim oo
Tura efter the death of his farher, e Medb Lethders of the Laigin had Been heside
Ar] gl she had enjoved the kingship @Ner the death of Arc. Kells, then, was ihis
dwel lim of Lhe kines, and itis efter the taking of the kingship by Cormac that Tam
wak Jug b him, e Chin was the land of Cdrdn, 120 a8 peasan of the Décs Brzg."
(ibid.. 31} Afer Ohdrdn's voluble provests Cormar agrees satis aclury compensetion
with himn and is amicably conliztoed in poszession of Taia.

Wharcwer dim vefractions of distant actual happeonings it gy or may oot contain,
thiz cradition’s et firse sighlsurprizing gensrosior to the posicicon of eaclier ocoupents
is most readily explicable in teems of Ture's comparebility with Jerusalem ich, 2,
3pood of Cormec’s stetus a5 a pre-Tatcician Irish vounterpart of Solomon Gee 0
Cachusuiph, 1377, 39.60) or David. Famed bike chis puir of precmuincnr 0fd Tesis
rrient spversigns Jor wisdom, justios and gedmic instrogtions (of, ch. 2, 23, Conmaz
aleo shared will boih, copecially David, privileged roval agress to God's truch and
suppet (2 abova awd oh, 3, 10-1; 0f. ch. 4, T Cormae wias alse comparable wich
David in that Gepemeds Chorroafc depicts him as a pre-ordaime] kivg spending his
vouth hiding in the wilderness Trom his snemics. Morcover, raler ke bis biblical
counterpar:, who fled Tevesalern durze Absalom®s shosl lived  rebellion 2
Sem.Kps L3-8), ke s represenied ax emperazily losing the Tara kingship Tor g
brig spell deh, 5, 125

In ling with (hess analogies Cormas’s move Trorn Kells te Tara can be plausibly
pul down teea deliberaty evocation of David's move from Hebronoto Jerusalom,
which was likewise wysociaisd with building accivity: **Thivid was thirty veers old
wiaan he began oo e, and be reigned forty vaars, T Blebron be ceipned over
Judseh seven yzars and six voont by and in Jerusalcm he reignesd thirty ancd Choee vears
over afl [sreel and Tudah. And the Lieg and his men went oo Ferosalem unte (he
Jebusite, ihe inhabitane of the Tapd: which spake uneo David, saving .. "Thavid



