TACAN MYTII AND CHREIETLAMN "HESTIIRY' Sl

Echrrae Chenldai is borween paganisim and Christianity, embaodicd by the drig and
woman respectively, and Coolae’s dilemiroy aboul mving up his world, family and
friends for the promisc of cverlasting life iy highly rermene to monastic ideals.

In ‘his Yamous Expasitio i esnricus sonticorem (¥Verbraken. 193} Greeoey the
Crozat induliess in remarkabls fights of Fasey (o squeess spirdousl edification from
Lhe exuieranily erotic Song of Songs, and boging the Gollowing exposition of his
Fasic approach with remcks highly germans to the nation of imsmrom or eclifrae:
“after the aman race wits expellsd from the jovs of paradize, coming into chat
wandering of the presenl hife it hoe g heart blind oo spivitual pnderstanding, 1E this
blind heart wore ta be Anld by 1he divine voios ‘follow God® ar “lowe God®, ws it s
teld i the Law, onec sent abeosd amd cold through the torpor of withelief it wonld
ned grrasp whet it heard. Therefore, fhe divioe dizscourss talks to the torpid and 2old
gl throvgh cerain figures abwoutl rhings thal i koows and thus seeretly recom
mendy o L s dowee thae it does noe know (pac. 10 For divipe sentiments are cloched
i kogwn (hings, by whivh allegorics are made, amd, when we recognisc the oure
words, we arvive gt the ioner meaning (par.. 2. Foi bence it is that io this book,
whizh is writren in the Song of Songe, arc sot words az if ol il Jove, so that the
soul, freshencd by familiar discourse, may wax hot and thioogh words about Llower
tove may be stirred tn higher love, For in this book kiszcs are medilions, breasts
gre mentioncd, checks are mentinmged, thirhs are mentioned, and in these waorily (he
holy description is noc to be mockaed bl (he sreater merey of God is o be Go-
lempluted (par. 3y . . - And one should koow (b in this book four speaking persons
irg nlrosluesil, nomely the groo, the bride, voung women with the bride and
grovps of companions with the groom. For the bride 15 the perfect Church, the
groom is the Lord, (he voung women with the bride are initate sonls reaching
maturicy through new sfudy, Moeresover, the companions ol the eroom are either
angels, wha have often come (rom Lim to appedr to men, or indeed cerlain perbest
men in the Church, whe know how (0 announce the troch toomen. Bol those wiho
are individually veung women or companions, are all together the bride becpose
they wre all togecher the Church'® (par, 105,

Fhoz Ciregory derives g spiritual message Trom ostensibly unedifving externals and
incrodisces ug (ooa eentral tenes of mediceval allegory aml vpology, namely that
impantant women in the Bible can gsually be taken (o symbaolize or prefigure the
Church. Moienver, il appears that “the Canticle of Canlicles wis held in particnlar
wsterm in carly Teeland wmong the C6l DE. In the Teacking of Masl Ruwin we read
that "when & person was at the point of deeth. or immediately afier (he soul had
lett him, the Carricimn Satomadis was sung over him. The reason for this praciice
was that in that canticle is signified the vpioo of the Church znd every Chiistian soul

cennged wae hesglaise agur gachy kanmy Criosiyidie™ " (MeMamara, 1987, 105).
Aniee example of this alleparical approach 10 wornen is provided by Teidere inthe
caswe af the book of Lsther, “in which it is weitten thal |he same queen in the image
of the Church of Gol snotched the people from seivitude apd death, snd by the
death of Aman, whao is inlerpreted a5 iniquity, the fame of (hai day is ransmitted
to posterity {in guen eades reging sub fguna ecclesiae Dal populon o servitute of
morte eripuisse sortfutier, ofque interfecto Aman, qui intarpretutor iniguilos, dief
cevehirites I pasrerns mitiiiee)™! (e, V12490,

Civen the Christian flavour of her miessage and prophecy, it can hardly be
cuebiad that the otherworld woman in Fohirge Ohonlns symbolizes the Chureh in
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aceordinge with an allegoristic prinviple undoubredly  familinr o ewrly Irish
maorasiic men af leeters. The tele cevolving round Conlae is thus an allegory of the
glohal and individual conflict beiween pagan iniguity and Christion virtee (disid vs,
woman ), the claims of this world and those of the Jifz everlasting (Comnn vs, womank.
Ciiven rhe case with which Gresory and nthers could all=gorize the mose hlatant
erntic details concerning (e women in the Song of Sons, the whill of sex surroun-
ding the paradise of frasear Brain, Echirge Chomi awd similar texts would
abviously present oo prohlems oo & medieval Irshomonk Familiar with the idea of
using discourse aboor carnal love to promate s apinibsl counrerpart. Conseguenily
this feanure is not gond cvidenoe for a fundumenially pagan view of the etherwarld
citbier Than an alicgoristically Christian one,

Furthirmare, the mainspring of Lhis narvarive can be regarded ws bibtical throwgh
und through by virtue of constituling a deliberate inversion of the parrarive of the
Izl in Genesis. Thers, of cowrse, the serpent is the ageni of sin who induccs the
woman to =at the forkidden Fruit and cempt Adam e de likewise, the resule being
mortality an dameation far the human race, o Schirge Chanlel by oontrast the
woman susces=Milly rempes Conlas to cedemption asd everlasting life with the apple
of immuortality despite the serpencine druid s elMoes o thware her. In essence, then,
Echiroe Chorlal s ancarly Irish “purodise regaived’, a thoroughly Christion com
position ingpired by the Bible, Far from calling for the hypothesic of w significant
pagan native core, this ule iz 4 prinie example of an allsgorical myth or, if ane
prefers, a mythical allegory Cirrndy ronced in Christian ideology, Morenver, a8 &
narrerive pertaining to Lhe pre-Parrician “00d Testament” it hiss un abvious prophetic
and tvpological signitivance in relation to the coming of Christianily, as do the twao
grcar parallel poems o drrraen Brat. In this Teéspect i1 is worlh noting that the idza
of pre-Chrisiian revelation beyond the condines of lsrazl was by no means confined
o 1he Irish. Thus Tsidore remarks of che Sybils of ancient Grecee and Pome Chal
‘of all these arc brought forth poems in which they are most clearly shown to hisve
written many rhings for the zenciles (oo conceining God and Christ (gpeeresd
i AN gfferuntnr in guitne e e or de Christo er gentibne rmoafte soH-
siase matifesssme conpeabenfes)’ (Eoem. VIED vidd 7).

It thus trenspires thal mythological, historicising, allegorstic and typological fac-
tars could be combined Freely and often inextrizably together i varying proportions
by carly Christian Irish Fieran! to modify presxisting narrithives and generate new
ones. This everall contenl of an authoritetive bul adiptable senches enabled the
Churgh and her allics to monitor and modulae the values and institutions of (he
guveriing class 23 a whole, while giving scope for various politicel soupings, boch
Ly and ceclesiastical, to articulats aml press their own particular claims {s2e ci. 10).
Malive mythoelogice] modes of thought and expression mighe resonate hisppily wich
thnge nf the Bible, particularly the Cld Testament, and prove oo less amenable 1o
the porvasive influence of historical typology and allegory s crevizl to the medicval
Christian world-view. All in all, the wpshot of these syonerefistic trends in Ireland
seems 1o huve bean @ eolierent ideological framework thoooughly in tunc with the
various spiritual and secular intercsts of & monastically orented learned clazs whose
socio-politica] congerng and aonnections extended well heyond the confines of the
cloister,

That heing an, the search for constiveen) values pertinent to the decoding of extant
eirly Trish mytho-historical nerralives will noed o cover currenl eoclesiasticsl
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tearming wncd Vhoeghs, inchading allegnsy and historical iypoloey. &5 well as the =o-
cilied trative’ miliew of the secular norms and ideals disecrnibile in sovghly convem-
pomsnanus lay socicty. This dicharomy, of course, was very fer from absolute.
Peded, i1 can only be asswned thar early medieval Irich mythology and traditicn,
like theswe of other peaples {ef. 3 above and ch. 1, 3), were eczentially shaped or
cahaped by the sociel svitem of the time, and & hue already emereed thar thae was
asically churacterised by comuaim m-eonie i Sdeith or The sewon Lageiher of
Church with Slaie’™ (ch, 1, 10).




CHAPTER TOUR

The law and
the prophets

1, The very extent of the sorviving corpus of early Inshcanon and avil begal 1racts
in Latin and the vermaculkss bears ample testimuony 1o the preoccupation vl medicval
Ireland's men of leers with the lew, and o nember of considerations suggest that
at least some aspects of this legal theory and practics keve rools in the pagan Celtic
ar cven lodao-Eoicpean past.

Various classical suthors, mosily drawing upon the los| Celiic echnograpay ol Lhe
first-ventury B, Greek  philosophor-cum-historian PMosidonius of  Apaneas
iTierney, 1960}, provide snippels of information aboul pagan Geulish legal practice.
Thes the First-century Greek gecerapher Strubao remarks of the douids (har it is
chiefly cnrrusted Lo Uiese 1oty cases of humivide . . . and when there i an abun-
dance of these they consider that there i alse abundanze of the Jund™ (TV iv 41
Fusthermers, Julus Cacsar claims that “ihey decide about wlmost all public and
private dispules and, if any crime huas been committzd. a muriler perpotrated. or
dispute whoui inheritanes or bopndaries cyigrs, thess judge and detcrminge Lthe
penatties” and speaks of & national judicial essembly al Gauel's dieids held annually
in tae central territory of the Carnules (de Bello Goliico V113, 5-10).

Vrinn this it would appear 1hat the pagan Celts hod well developed Legal tost iriL
tions and already held the belief so prominent in medicval Itish sources fhar gnod
judgements promeds nalural abundance whaly bad judgements lead Lo correspon-
ding scarcity (see MeLeod, 1952, and ch. 5,10, Avenrdingly it is no surprise that the
early Trish law tracts have heen meatesd ws a Mroicful source of comparisens with the
medicval Welsh and orher more ancient lodo-European Legel rmaterial aimad al
recovering key pagan Celtic and Indo-Furepean legal rerms, cuncepes and provesse:,
Valid wog vialuable though such cumparative studies geared 1o prehistory are, i con-
ducred with the noecasary tigour, (hey should not by used 1o evade the crvciial issus
at how (he early medieval Irsh jurisis themselves viswed the foundarions amd win
ings ol their legal svstem as represented in texss compiled well atter the crivmph of
Chrisriznity in the fifth and sixth ccnoeries, Dismissive ctaims thet '\ huznagh rae Irish
lawes - Tike the BEoman - have a Christian Gacade, their busic slruciure is pagan’™
(Binchy, 1954, 33} norwithstanding, atlentien L mers or less cunlem porary condi-
tioning facturs seems worthwhilz not pnly s an ond indzell Bul alsn &5 & NoCessry
precequisite for effeetive research into pre-Christian antecelents.

d
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Early Trish law recogntzel polvgamy and several diflerent types of wedlock with
urpuatle [ndian or other parailels sugrecting pagan Celtic and Lndo-European racts
ez Binchy, 1930, vi: Dillen, 1972, 130 und this has been sesn gy oa symptom of
auristic cunservatism and independence of the Church. However, o recent study by
O Corritin (198500 points out thal many such practices could nol only be found in
the €l TVestarment but were also fess ot of step than is commanly Ihaughl with che
standards ol an eprly medieval wearern Charch still relasively indulueni towards
mariral practices thiat fell short of the Chrislian ideal. Whatever thelr uliimaie
origing, some of these customs betray signs of eocledwstical influence. Moreover,
although monogamy wis only insisted upon for cleris and pocts {e.p. C7H
59%.26-38; O Corrdin, Brésiwch and Breen, 1984, 400035 the Churek®s further
asprrilions could be expressed by juristic use of the unifaliering Lodo borrowing
geferltenedy “wdulleress” for an addinonal wife (of. Power i Tinghe, 1936, §4-8).

Mesulless Lo sey, early Christian [rish lawyers preferred Old Testament parallcls
to the dotian ol pagan survival as a mepns ol justifving the more (uesticoakble types
of liaisan. hus the avthor of Brefhe Crdlize notes that ““there is a dispute in [rish
law &% tn which 1% mure proper, whether i s « plurality of congress o ene, For the
chosen ones of Ciod were in plurality of wnions, si that it is not casier 1o ondemn
it than ta praisc i"' (Hioghy, [938, 44-5). Furthermore, the tight of & daughier in
Irish laow to imherit froan her Facher in the ghacnce of male descendanes and keep thiy
infieritince in the direct ling by marrving & parallel cousin uliimately heir po he
sslale vonfuerme to Moses' dispensation prompted by (e vase of Zelophchad's
daughiers: il & mun dic, and have no son. then we shall ciuse his inheritance to
pass unte bis daughoer' (Num, Z7:8) and Yovery daughier, thal possesseth an
inheritance in any (ribe of the childizn of lerael, shall bz wife unie one of the family
of the ribe of her faher, that the children ol leTael may cnjov every man the
inheritanzc of his fathers® (Num. 36:8). This and other scriptural preceden s wers
duly recognised by Irish tunon law {Cer. SR, XXX, 19. of. O Corging, 19858,
L0-2l

Awtording te Binchy the pivolal rele ascribed o the kinge's judeemenes in early
rish rleolugy wes at best & memory ol the distant pa<: “j| iv glear thar the king
hs no Twrmghdng powers a5 far as Che traditional *sasred” aw s converned. The
task of “finding', interpregine., and appiving this devabeed first on Che Droids [agzin
like the Hrabemins in [ndis), later on the S7d, Jit. ‘seers’, a learned caste who pre-
served and transenduisd wll the native Tor in verss, Later sl o a rmors sowecialized
caste {doubtless &n offshoot from the fild) of professional juriss, the *heehons? {1r,
Grithemaln. It "makers of judlgements™). In rhe period with which we are congernsd
here. these are the cusiodians wod interpreters of the law, whizh, ance it has hesn
Huund®, = regarded A (he permaneat and ineutably formulation of avcesical
wisdom'™ (E970. L6).

0wl b wrprned Later (ch. 5, 8] that the svidence for the kinge's judicial functions
i carle Chrislian lreland is toe cxiensdve 1o be 50 lightly disiiisael, bus thizs conten-
tied is, of eourse, guite compatible with the simultancous cxlsienve of o class of pro-
Tassinnal jurists capable of giving the king expers advice in wuits hroeght before hin
and of rrving orhers Lhemeelves. Druids misy hive performed such a furction among
the early Celrs, hwl their judicial suprermacy in firsccenmury BoO Ciaal could
presumebly bz an Innovation cenoczed with 1he recenl decline of monarchy here
0 Caesaz, BoG L 2 and 1605 VI, 200 of . de Viies, 1961, 2534250 Therz is o
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wousd evidenee that druids acted as judges in pre-Chiisrian Trefand, and references
in medicval Izish seurees o an eratwhils posls’ moonapoly of legal nrterance ETTERVM o1y
likeiv to be astivlogies of the roles of the se-called “poct’s judzement (hrathe filed)”
ponsisting of reseed (see cha. 1,10 and 2, 6-8} in legal compesitien thun event a dim
recollection of historical fact {McoCone, 1986c, 13}

ANl that gan be nsefully seid on this Lo is thar 3gint Patrick himself admis 1
faciliteting ks mission by mepns of paynients made oo Kings [repilnes] and o those
varho usedt 10 judge among all the regions (s gri indiowbanl e omkes regiones)”
in seciions 53-1 of his fifth-century Confession (Hood, 19748, 33). While this migh
conceivably refer to druids, peets o the Tike in 4 pusaiive judicial capacity, it syems
o wuod deal more probable (har specialised praciitiuners of law are intembel, This
evidence and the linguisticelly old ogam form veliiey = O1d Insh fhed “of a poel™
iof. Thurneysen, 1946, 58) suggest that both e brithemoein and the G hid already
emerged as distinet professionsl categories priod o the advent of Corissianity. when
the pagzin druid presumally still toled (he roost. That being se, i s haid to see Dow
they cun wsefully e reparded as his mare or lese dirset heirs (ef. ch, |, 9), partics.
Iacly wihen contemperary sevenlh and cighth-zenrury sources sigidly distinguish
them Crom the sall surviving, 17 masginalized, pagun droid (zh. 9, 12-4). The detal-
af their institutional aod vultural assimilation to the increasingly ascendant Church
by the seventh century (ch, 1, 10-12) cannot now be recovercd, but thiz vanlem-
porany symbiosis was a majnr concern of garly Chiiarian Trish firered, v i deviged
appropriate aeliological narratives and ideological models o wecount Tor i
Regardless of what proportion of historical fact or fiction. pagan or hristian
cloments may have zone into them, modern scholars would do wall 1 rake thees
cifarts amd L ber implicaiione sedousky.

2, T'he eighth- or ninth-cenipry legal tract Uraivechi Aece distinguishe: belwissn
am ppper ader-wemed aod jowsr dder-nemed calegory ol immune persons (el
MoCone, 198d4d, 48-300. In mddirion to the landowning Iieds (Taitd} aod freemen
{féini) The former comprises clerics {soaisa) and poels ilid), while the lalier sonsists
af *“the poople of every art besides (des coofia dibre cdelenaey™ (O1F 15934100, The
rext ooos on fo enemeatd those dapr-peradd wirh indzpendent sualus as follows:
Swriahts (seirh blacksmiths. (2edeing], bragicrs Qamaidly, wutkers of procious
metals [eerste], leeches (leod). judmes (Brifferiain), druids {oreie) and the peaple of
cvery art besues'” (ibid., 1612.4-9). ke more detailed subsequent cxposinon
introduces the “judpe of three judgements™ whose gualifications include Litin
(161227 A, sec che b, 113, the master wrighl (ddlowm siad sierd witnac
ammmicompetenze must melude an ability to build churehes according Lo The dacom-
punying plosses (1612,27-33), the head of a monastic school (2w i) with states
eepual o that of a pelty king {1613.4-3), and his vinious subordinates in pcicaiastical
| atin learoing (ifiendd) with lower but siill #ppreciable ruok (1615.0- 19, On the
cther hamil, even & master (edimn) of melalwory or leschoral doies not cxcesl e
grarus of @ middle-ranking Latin scholan, poct, fudge or weight (1613.9-10% Wrighis
specializing in making oracories, dillferent types of boal, ralls e arsefacis ol rew
cojov maddle rank hur combinations of pao, three o all Toor of thess oo angreas
their stitfus by up ta double (1615.22-1814, 163, Low rinking wrights include chirior
makers, house-bnilders, decorain, cngravers and shield-coreerers (F61A. 17211, bz
paip of those crafts may be combined to obtain o medest increase (o Ve Sanis starcs
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£s a master harpizt (181822 4 gl 31-6]. Finalky, the Towest independent riook of all
iz reserved for ring-makers, les her-workers, Pullers gnd fisherien {1618, 246],

Thizs fist revealsa thoroughly composiie Insh des déno dominzred by professions
essenlinl, alibough mostly by i rmeans exclusive, o the Chursh. Indesd, i i
Fallovwed in the Urarcecks Bece b a statemen| thal most of the professicons in gpues:
tieri ighi by prociised by clerics or their depandes iy well as by laymicn withicwn
prejudics 10 1heir saisling starus: “any profossion 20w, then, thar we heve said
merity ndependend staieys [Iecuna?] and doas ool irspais che free staces that he has
witheur & grafession dada); if be should maintain (oee}, whether e be in lay socicry
CF pedaithy oo the Chuech (i polais)™ OCTH LS16AT-1617.4 = 2113 23.9),

Referencs bas alrcady been mide to petronage of poeis by Kines wnd nobles of
the feweh {ond of ch. L, 11, aned Breammech. 1937, 89-941, and the feeel ract Crick
Chadfeok, Dor example, reles e sevular kindred®s deslings with king, Church god
chey cerei (UL ABIR2, heTo = dies ldvecd s well gs 1o poets, harpers and 3 jedps (ocors,
crvli gk 1 390, defiherre ar 1o 595) ina king's house on the cocasion af 5 Neis,

As garly wnelieval Ireland®s Targesr concenirislions of population, the mondslerie.
wart inajor venires Lor crafts and trades as well as scholarship, as i= amply demion-
strated by the impressive ecclesiastical Duildings, metal arcefacts and maniser e
srill surviving. Thus the vilvable vignettes of life in an inporant monestery 1ike Kif
dure 1o be found in Cogitosus” seventh-century Latin Life ol Sain: Brizit include the
azbol’s supervision of workers and slonemasons in the provizion ol g milstons for
Lhe community™s mill (pars, 4-6; Bollandus, 1655, 135417 and he sffors of
wrights (arrifoes) under the sepremy offom of their craft in Irehind (docror et
cwrnecn praiving ariifonmn Hilternenodem) L repair & great deoi i the roaeniticend
ahurcl with i1s lavish deocorations of aold, silver, pems, peincing and fabrics (pars,
I7-81. A simiilan eondgmporery realiey @5 veflected in o probably latz ninthecenrary
aode o the Tripatile Lite of Patrick {(Mulchrowe, 1919, 153}, which includes a
judge (heithem), & bodysuered (frdhfer), a singer ol pselms (salmchdtiad), o
doorkeepar (assine), 4 vock, & brewer. a charioreer, a wogdeuteer, threz blaskainiths
(pobaim), three metalworkers {eerdn) and three scammiabresses i the Roazehold of the
siing amndd his suzeessors in the Armagh abbacy.

[videnee fof monastic schoals of L, historvand poetry a~ wellas Lain learning
has dicvady been given {che 1, 10-11% wod therz is ne shortage in hagiogrephicel
milerial ol prototypes for the pragiive of medicine and met:lwork in a monastic
zeifexl. vprival Fgures of chis ik are bishop Assicus alias Tassach, Palrick's
brorzesmith (faber perens) responsible for makinge varons acelesiastical iremy, in
Firechion 22(1) (Bigles, 1979, 140, ¢f. 252 and 211}, Suin Brizic's chicf smith {pedn
eherd) hishup Conlaed (Stokes, 1905, 128), the sainily leech (ferz) Aed mac Brice
Moo Berba Beldeie Il 270-17 and that cifted healer, melalworker and scribe Saint
Daig of Tnishkeen (s=e ch, 7, 2). Indecd. glosscs on Friline Oengusye Aug. 18 mention
“Ihe thres chiel smiths of Teeland (nF prfmoferds Héena), mamely Tuscach with
Patrvk and Conlded with Brigit and Dadre with Clardn, thirce hishops (aey™ end Far-
thar claim Thal Seint Cfarén of Saiwir's chief smith {rimicherd] Dode was o
bizekarmiih Croddir), meralworker fesea, and seribe sorrhmidt whe “mads thres Bun-
dred bells and threy fundred crozizes aml thres hundred pospels' (Siokes, 1908,
136} Also worth nnting is the 4 00obic Tor the vear FTLO of “Ferdomnach [all, for
feizing of KilZarz"", whom an interlinesr gloss Turther describes as 8 “reaster harpis
Cii crwdiirechnal’t.
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As reledvely compact sod privileged religious commammities of clerics, scholars,
lawyers, poets, artisns, niugicians and so on within various lagen wrritories under
secular contral, encly Breland's monasteries could readily be compared with ol
modelled upan the Tovitical citics and citiss of reluge (wrbas figitivorm, the siiing
aside of which amidst the differsnt tribes of Tsracl is doseribed in the Pentalewch
{e e, Mum. 3% and Joshua (20 and 21). As O Corrdin has recently demunsirated at
lengt b (1985, 296-307), the concept of 1he monastic civiras refwell or caffoir ol
ity of refoge’” with levitivel connatations drawn from the Ohd estement i3 not
anly well developed in early Irish canon end vermacular Lluw bul iv alsn applicd as
early 28 the seventh century by Cogitosus and the Book of (he Angel o the great
churches of Kilkliurs and Armiagh.

Ini o slishily eatlier article a copent general argumgnt lidas been made in suppusl
of the revolutionary contenmion “thet a large parly in e Trish church o che sevenlh
gnd eighih centurics consciously conveived of the mandarin caste of chunchmen,
sehudisrs, Jurises, canon lavwvers, histunans and poos, o whick they belonged, as
arjeds and lovites in the girict Old ‘Testament sense of these terms'" (0 Corrdin,
Breatnach and Bresp, 1984, 1947, As rhe discussion thers mokes clear hy means of
appropriate reterences (ihid,, 394 &), in the Bible this is represented a3 a hereditary
¢lass tracing descemi from Levi, the pricsthood being resersed specificelly for
Aaron’s linenge wmonest Hem, Conscoreted to the service of Giond, the tribe of Levs
did not =hitre 10 (he gencral division of the land among the other owelve tribes, being
allocuted special citizs and their environs along with tithes, firatlings, first frwils and
eacriticial offerings from which o live instead, These sources of evcleviasiical
incorne are duly stressed in the sacly Lrish legal traers {ibid., 406-12; of, ch. 1, 110,
el in his edition of Urafesckt me Hiee Wreatnach has disoussed the imponianze of
inheritance from father te son (o gertain professions, espevially Chatof pact or f67
(1987, 94-8). Thus, aceording o par. 4 of the text, "'l he be nol the son of a poet,
hawever. or a Eranlson (rasdn e filed, Dnnrergss, wd gee) only half honour-prive
goes to him, as Lrish low saxs: only half honour-prive woes 1o sages i I is ool Le
a Family of suges) that they ave born (er ddl ach fetfullre do suddib, meein o
chipime gereioe T (ibid., 104} while a firetfig Newrad tract atates for by whio s
the chiltd of @ nable, or & poet. or @ learned churchmen {er agdll cloen wirech, no
fitedd, s eenad) suzs only For hadl heoour priez wntil he serve leirning deulbly”
fibid,, 4a).

1 Chronicles is especially rivh in details aboue thie various evital Ninerions in the
rowal period. Thus we find particular families of them designarcd doorkeepers
(igmitares, 1700, storekezpors and cooks (9:281), singers and mosicians (camiores,
L5 16E. T, recurdars and glorificrsof Gods desds {16:4), superintendents anas judges
[praeposirormnm e gl wedicair, 23:4), eoribes (24050, HCASErILS [20:200 8, 0 well
ac individuads charged with propheey in seng Or (o rhe gccompaniment of & harp
(15:22, 25:70. 2 Cheonicles deseribes che adosoment of the temple by crpentors,
toasuns, hlacksmiths, braziers and workers in 20l and silver (24:12.4) a5 wcll gs

ssleratinn work by carpenters and mazons {arrificibuy of comentonlis) onder the
sypesvizion of Levites (34:10f.), Moreover, we are told that king Jehosaphar revived
e fear of God in hic subiects by seading out princes, Leviles and pricsts who
“raughe in Judah, having the Book aof the law of the Lord, and went about farouzl
all the cities ol Judah and taught the people” (socebeatqus (v Tida habeniv il
fegis Domini o corcelbant cuncas wrbes Juds alqas srudishant pogrlum, 17:9).
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Thery was, then, o lagk of Old Tesiement anzlogusy for a wide rinziny and
mnebwilouely subdivided bipartite class of clergy =nd ‘paracledics’. an fo vpesik,
capithle ol Tunctioning cirher fo their own scpernle commingiliss or in socicy al fiurps
under is king s occasion demanded. O1d Trish lepul glosscs seeking to justily o par-
ticular priavlice display a clear wwurencss of he levitival srasus of judgzs by claiming
thas “'the Meople of God had ren judees in e (sn principal cities ot refuge | Ddrer
X Relreirlerssin o (haleh R ling x, primickarfieoe bk rraig)™ () Corrdin, 1987,
00y, and & good deal of evideno: has been addused (o show thar “mn laving down
Hw rules governing the priesthood, the Irish canoniars follow the tules of the Pan-
aleuch very closely! (0F Corcdin, Breatnach and Broen, 1984, 396-9), Posts, clerics
and, apparenty, mongsic tenants were distineished From (he lamy in general by
4 roquiremnen, of moncesny gnd sexoal absiinence at appropriate poifs in the
Chureh calendiar Gbid., 40035, Thue 2 woll Lnown shore Old Irish parrarive from
the carly ninth-century Book of Armagh has Patrick soeking 10 fmplenten) (he
presariprion of 1 Timothy 302 thi “'a bishop then must be Blameless, the husbing
ol one wifz (ngwaried erga episcopum P ERFERERAID ey eTE MR rvariy " by
appoioting & “Tree man of good Tamily withowr dafec), withour hlemizh , . - & man
afone wifz ooowhom bag been born only one child" as st bishar of Leinstor aed
lriding a poct 0§l (he bill (Bicler, 1979, L7600 This Briel tale clea) Iy implies & close
relationship betweon the (wo orders, s du the close parmlielism betwesn poetic and
coclestislivel gredes. poel’s satire and sint’s curse discussed carlic {ch. 1, 11}
Mloraiver, Levitiows (202171 ) explicitly forhids phyvsical Blemish {rrocids) in the case
of @ priest, and "t I8 evident that the fegal prescriptions which EOVERDn The post's
marticd lile derive dircotly from canonisiic thinking and if une may judee hy the
erminelogy usend, from the Apostelic Caneny read in the fighe of Levitions'” [a]
Corrain, Breatusch and Brecn, 1964, 403).

Such comsiderstions point tn Lhe Fellowing conclusion; “fhere was, it OIS, B
"lribe of the church” with differing orders, prades ang functings; i wis conssimusly
wadetled on the tribe of Lovi, o formed 8 network of intzrinck g jurisdictions
within and among the loval kngdeans of early Treland  wnd thesc kingdoms could
b seen nuw ws the oribees of Iscacl, now as he kingdam of David and Solomon’
Elid., 405}, I so, this background should be peflaczad i aetiological varratives
ahour the extablishmenr of the Jaw and learned class or des ddm dppropriale 1y early
Chrizstian Ireland,

2 Tirechdn represents Parick s Fasting foor lerly dave and lorly nights aftar (o
tshion of Moses, FElijah and Chras (Mopseicesd Jomeny diseldlingay of Heligoom o
Christianan, 3801} ). Muirchid ton |ikens cortain of |he seine's aciions esxplicizly 1o
thoss of Chiist (1 18, 2vor Moses (1L 5, 1) and inplicitly 1o thoee of Elijah {1 21,
F13, of. ¢h, 230, with whoo he skires a patichanl for salf-fulfiling predictions
gl the demise of recaldrant monarchs' dvnastios tegs D21 2 and 173 Kes.
U221 Ponker striking similazitios 10 Meses dire alleged by the Supplemieniary Notes
1o Tivechian (Bisler, 1959, 1653 Tha natiocil apostic thuy merits comjarison Tot
anly with the greatest Tawg ver and prophar of the 014 Testasnen: but alse, a5 inslou-
meit of rhe Irish people's salvagion, witk (he Saviour of meinking hitsel I, whase
OWD SIS As wiiprems teacher and prophe: nothe New Tesament was given dye
tyooiogical amphisis through asseciation with Moses and Elijah (e.g. Mateh, 17:37.,
Heb, 2IF L Didesd the Ivich Chinons make rhe rommanplace allegorical and
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typelogice! claim that “Aarun reprosenced the supreme priest, namely the bishep.
anil biis soas prosazed the Figure of pricsts (prespitenornt), but Moscs intimazed the
Cigure of Christ™ (Can. Hilk 1, 3}

I Muirchi's socouny e pagan nobility amd men of an surmounding king
Léegaire of Tarw pee generally Tinsrile to Patrick s mission, and refucrant COTY TSI
il the manarch amd many of his followsrs (F 210 s anly broughs about alier oon
siderabls displays 0 streapth by the saiot, However, there ane pwo nelable exczp-
tions to this pattern of tosistance, oamely Ere mac Dego (1 IF 3)and inihrhach
maccn Lomic seeompaniod by his vouns pupil Flace {1 1%, 3-34 sk of whom on
separute veeasions alone of a large company r0scas a merk of respect belore Patrck
to arcesl the faith and che sainl s blessing.

Lri, “‘whose remeins are now adnied in thet monasiery wiieh is calied Slane™,
ie idenrificd 25 the foundes of (e Tamous centes For fredfeeranios *judgement’ in Che
early period (see end of ch.1, 10, and it comes ws no surprise that he himsell was
arcordingly regarded as Patrick’s judge. Thus (he cataingue of members al Patrick's
hauschold at the end of rhe Tripartite Life inclades “bishop Ery, nis judge {2
Rreithemand there secems no reason to doube thar this eradition wes alieady cur-
fent in the seventh cenmury, when Muirch wrnte, as can be proved with reference
2o Pulricy's simith Tassach in the same st (soc 2 above), Dubibach macce Lugeir,
an the vzher hand, was o Famous G0 traditionally pssocigied with rhe Ui Cheinn-
sebiiz of South Leinster (MeCone, 1986b, 20-313 aml is explicicly calied & "“moos)
sxvellent oot {poetarn i)' by Muirchd.

It has alrendy been demonstated that amone chose professions of the dey dino
regarded as heving pre-Christian roots pardeular tmportance attached to the Y
fwhose functions vould subsume those of the semechuie) and the Brisher in ihe
monastic Etersiere (eh. 1, 10-111. That being s, ad Thurnevien saw in [dubthach's
case ([921, A7), Muoicchd's accoum i o be sccn as ao astiolugy @sciibing the
privileged staus of these two callings e ther particalacly close and enrly asseciation
with the Church, &s hes been potnted uni by O Corrdin, Breatnach and Brecn {1384,
389500, Muirehii's statement and be belicved first on thi day i God and it was
rezhoned tn Rim for justice (oredidiigie QrOms (0 N glic £en o8 PERMITaIRm e5F o
ael costiniarny’™ reparding Dunithach s a closs echa ol Cienesis 1506 abowr Abrabiam
[eredidie Doming e repwlafun &t ef ad fustitigns), which is cited by Sain (BT
(Mo, 4:3) as part of ae argumcent for justiticition by faith rather thim (he law.
Indesd, this quaotation may well be & cos driwing &MCNoN 10 2 conigal cnmgining
the famous Pauling dicrum echosd 10 the Citle. of this chaptes: *but now the
rightenasress of Crod withous the law is manifested being wiloessed by the law and
the prophets (nune autem siee fege fustice Del manifesiaie o festificgra @ fege of
mrogheis’ (Rom. 3:21 - ¢f. the rale of Mozes and Llijah @ wiinciscs of Chrise's
iransliguration in Matth, [7:2.3) Bt is probably, then, in sconrdgnce with (hes
suheme thar Muirchi represents & lawyer, Erc, aml & praphet, Dubthack, as the il
witnesses to the new Taith hrought by Patrivk, the implicarion surely being (lar poe-
Parricizn law-an:d poetiy were relased o Lhe Christian dispensaiion in freland in
moch the sume way as the Taw and the propheis of the Old Testament e o tha
Mew Testiment v the Biblc

Moreuver, this partern of faithful individials sranding out Pz i farger compeoy
of mon-helicvers might be comparsd with Christ’s call ol w dseiple ke Matthew
iMatth, ®:9-10) alims Levi (Mark 2:14-5, Luke 6:27.8) or, indced, with the
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nanguraien vl the Levites a3 @ (ot devoted to God's service by regpanding Lo
Moses' pien 17 wovone i of the Tord le, him be joined rame™ (L, 32:25) and lelp-
ing Crod s agent 1o supprese the worship of the golden call

Ainec the tric of Patrick. Dubthach and L oepuire is ac the Tear ol Further cvalved
Juristic aecounts ol the sstablishment of he surrent system af Drish law under the
£int’s auspices. it seerny desirablc to offer o briel summary and somie elaboration
of points madz in greatzr deluil elsowhore regarding the early penesis of (his potent
syneredistic myth OdeCooe, 1982, [43-4; 1984, 121-1; [usdb, Z4-5)

I iz telerably clear fiom Muirchid’s prolngus Thal s Life of Sain!l Parick was
writien 3t Aed of Slerry's preoanpling in order to provide Armask with a coenler to
rhe charms recendly made by Cowilosus Yor Kildare, Indeed, (he CXRANAIN NI Aspira-
tinné nl his Killare neighbours obviously alurmed Aad sulficiently for hing tn sesh
proteetinn by submilling his monasrery by Armaph Suring the abbacy of Sépine, i,
between £51 and 688 A.D. Since Tirevhin and Muoirchid heth deliberacely hrin
Sleety’s founder Fiace inle contact with Pairick, it seemes rhar they wrote after Acd's
action. [ndeed, the atheraise stranze appearance of a poct like Thab hzich associgted
with the bitterly hostile Laigin at the enurl of an Uf N6l king of Tara wes
presumably an inventing ol Muirchd®™s [0 order (0 give the newly allied Aed's
rocnastery & plug in the person of Dubchach's alleged pupil, the vreng Ve, whose
subpaijuenl Foundation of Sleiy is duly emphasized by the hagiographer,

Tlrechiin's relerence to “miosl -egent plagues (waorifiigies Rovissinas)™ (25,2
FUgELArs Ihal hie wrote within a lfew veirs of the recurient plague known sy Mrde
Conglil thut aMicled [reland from 664-8 A.D. (o.g. AL). Sinee be has king Loswaire
Temain @ pagan (125 cuther than bevorming 4 reluctant sonver: fo Christiznicy as in
Muirehd’s diamatic version. which rapidly became the standard seeoune, Tlrochd
seems fikely to have wrillen either Before ol abowt the same tirme uy Muirchd, The
mesl probable cxplanation Tor the tradicion of 1 oegeire™s conversion no var being
in virculatien when Tieechan wrote would he thal 1 imaginative Muirchd invenced
it a5 part of 8 represciration of the king that owed o mood dealte (hose hiblical
despots Mebuchedrezzar, Darius wod Heoead fef. cho 2,39,

Ag Liern Hrealnach has shows in an impartant resen soody (1986} the Tragmen-
warity preserved legal tracr Cdfis Fueihirbe, the compasition of whick san be won-
fidently dared wilhin a voupleaf vedrs or seof 680 on the s remgih of variouws fairly
minar figuees tismed in conneeting with fs promulgatinn, cunteined refercnces o
the kigh king's conllict with Patrick and llimate conversivn that are presumably
derived from Muirshi, That being se. we may wssome thar Sletie’s submission 10
Armagh took place relatively serly in SEzcéve’s lone wbbacy and thal Muirchl and
Firechon prodoced their begadly complementary works inche Armazh milersst in the
A71s

he miur historical asis of Mujrcd's work is provided by Patrick and Loergine
ar lar, whese reles gre esphcnly end allusively fikened o those of Chisl sl
Hered in Jerusalem in the Gospels bat given tvpologizal depih by additiongl com-
perisons with Ol Testament figuies, This scheme is obvionsly conditioned By (he
syathetic histocical anpreach ta Frish histury as a mictocosm of Christian warld
fistory conered on the suming of the faith ich, 3,90 The roles ol Fre and Dubthacl
ws represcntatives nf (he pre-Christian law aml orophets boasing wilness o the new
ilispenzsaiion are as ver reladively minor, But thigl of Dubchach in peariiculir soon
underwent muior cxpansion in lepal sircios.
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4. Unforiunatels it is not clear whether Cdin Fuithirbe contained any retersnee o
atoview of the law by Parrick or aseribed any role to Dutthach in this process. Haw
ever, 1he ©11d Trish law tract £ Fasced Cirt 7 Diigid does allude rather Luconratly
(e lesil rules cstablished by Fatrick in Loegaire™s reign and wo *“cheir truth of nalure
ancl of conscience and ol seripture (@ fir n-aiceic 7 ondbes 9 serepira)’ (CIH 240,22
MeCone, 1986¢, 21), glossed of the righieous men®, of the Chrislians’ and
“Tly, of the head of 2 monastic school (e fie Bpimd)”' respectively. | itia rhiccfold
establishment of tach by conformily (o nature, seripture wnd conscieno: nbviously
derives from Yot Augustine as cited in (he Irish Canons: (ribeey moodis sgroscifir
SIRNE Verpan, CHRR RGR VERI Coniny AaliroiR, eF vertiy soripionae cosvekian, e
GRIREY pradentinm non distingess (Can, Hib. XXIL 5L

A rnore detailed account of Ue activitics of Patrick and his associates [s given in
the probably carly eighth-ceniury tract Odrus Bexcmn’ “wach law is bound. Lt 15 0
[hiis than the two laws have hesn hound tomsther. 1 s he law of nature {rechi wicaid)
that was with the men of Treland until the coming of the faith in the time of | degaite
o of Miall. It iz in his firme that Patrick came. Tt is after the men of Irelend fiad
belicved in Piirick thar the tovo Llaws were harmoniged, the low ol nature (rachs ale-
g1 anad Lhe bw of the Totter (recdid Freed, Dibthach macey Lugair the poct (n f75)
displayed the law of nature, It is Dubthach who first paid respect 0 Patrick, It is
he whu [rst rosc before him in lara: Bt is Core son of Lugaid whe first bowed
belore him. He was in hustageship with Legairs, Loegaire, then, refused Palrick
an aceaunt of the droid Matha son of Umor. He, the diuid, had prophesied in
Lsegaire thar Petrick would steal the living and the dead from him, Caird so irf
Findehdcern first bowed (o him after him, as he wis a pot (i) of Leegaire™s, Fre,
he is the first person wha ensc beforz Patrick ol Feria For Féige on the sl iof 1he
Ravne, and their probibition was felled | ., Dubihach macon Lugair the poct Gy
{0} recounted the judgements of the men of [rcland according (v Ve Taw of nature
aind the Jww of the prophas (rechii féideh. For prophecy acourding re the law of
nature (fiene o reckt gicmioy had presvailed in the judpement of the island of
[relund and in her poess. Prophets ameng them, then. had Coredold rhar the blessed
while linguage (hélrae ban bigid, glnsscd in fdigend) shall come, iz, the law ol e
letter; |and) thet there are many things according (o the law of nature lhave
renched what the law af (he lamer has not reached, Dabthach, then, showed {this)
(i Tatrvick. What digd nol conizadict the word of God in the law of the leiler and
(b senacicnices of Chrisiians was harmondzel in the arder of judges Dy the Chirch
and pocts. All the law of narurs was right excepr Tor the faith and iy doe, and (there
was) joining of Chiteeh to state’ (O ST 14-329.4),

The {hree kev concepte of she lavw of nature, the lew of the leiied and the law ol
the propheis in the above passuge recer & rather differenl conrest in the Stowe
Missal tracr conthe Mass: “what s chanred of che Mass (nerealter, bothintroi anel
prayers and addition, as Gar as the Tesson of Lhe Apasiics (the Epigile] aud rhe
Ciradual, that iz p Ngure of e law of nature drechd waeind). whersin Chrasl hias hoen
rencwed through il 11 members and deeds, The Epistls, however, and che
Ciraduel, and from 1his o the uneevering {ol the chalice), it is a4 cormremoration
af the law of the lener (rechi (trel wherein Chilar has been fipured, only that whae
has been fisered thercin was oot vet known. The uncovering, so [ 45 half. of the
host and the ehalice and what i chanred theraar, both Gospel and Allzluiie v G
g offuig, il 13 2 commemaration of the law of the propheis treckt fifihel, Wheren
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Christ was manifestly foretold, save thal i was noc scea uaiil he was bara. The
elevation of the chalive aller the full uncovering thersef guendn coniier obiara, thar
i g commamoration of Chost's birth and of lis glory through signs and miracles'”
[Fhey, 1 252-1).

IThe Teur phases here related] by o conventional ypological process (o Christ's
coming clearly refer to the biblicel sequence of the pre-Mosaic preriodd ol 1he
parsiarchs, the law, the prophets and the New Testament, Indeed, this is [ecizely
the scheitie presented by that major bl hitherro unpubiis e eirhih-century [rish
exegetical tract un (he Bilble from Cienesiz to Revelation known as the Bifelwerd or
Referznec Bille: guod sunr leges princwdes ef wide incipds of finit wnaguaegus de
e Lew matwrae ef lex Sverne, fex prophetioe of fex evanpelii. Tocipil fex porurae ah
Adiwm wsque Mavsen, dev fiferee @ Moysen wgue od Samhal, fer prophetiae o
Soemeed wsque ad Tolosses Bapeisege, lex evangsli ab Toharne e ol finem
sreweed “twhit Bre the main Lews and whenee dees ssch of them Begin and end? The
Taw of pature and the Taw of (he leter, the law af prophecy and the law of the
Cooipel. The law of neture beging Mmom Adem to Maoses, |be law of the lebier from
Moses (o Samuel, the law of prophesy from Samudd 1o John the Beptiar, the law
of the Ginspel Mrom John o the end of the world™ (MeMarmira, 1987, 899, Fuiiher-
more, [sidore gives the rraditional deltnitien of the Firsr two osdecs of the Ol Tesia-
ment &e the Law comprising the whale Pentateuch asciibed (o Mosss, and the
Pruphets consisting of Joshua, Fudges, Samuel, Kings {or 1 and 2 Kings), [ssizh,
leremiish, Ezechicl plus the (welve minor prophets, but sets the pre-Meosaic ssction
of the Penlateuch apart by siating that *'what wis given through Moses, however,
& properly called the Law® (EGer, Y11 50 The standard scheme hers and io the
Reference Bible is precicely microred in Fintan oy Bovhra's poem in Do Sdisud
Teligioh Terera, par. 12, on great judeements in Ireland {gh, 3, 1l

4. Dddigic Mapsa, sioiner nelé Moy deliverad. heighi e,
brevks Murkaithy e perlest judgemenats of (he letter.
chalis Deid ar siae David deliversd according (o wge
deretha fivg fdinsin true judgemsents of prophesy.
LI, Teesin rocgenair @ g Thercafice was born the child
Afse o Muwird ingein Jesus from mallen Mary,
e wdefus beedlfon o mbail and judgemenns were shown with goodness
frte mifiodneive aoomplon through his haly pure new restamcon .

In the Legal contexl reedi wionid and recl! fdihe ure said o have been in operarion
belore the coming of Vatrick, who heowght recfid firre with hing gnd harmenized the
pre-existing Irish law with (his. From & legel slindpoint the fendamental terms are
rwclit ire and rechit aienld, which Forms the basis of the typologically arisntsd rechy
Jditke, pre-Christian vrerances lorzrelling che coming of the new dizpensulion

According (o Binchy, it is Irue that some compriiive Legzl hiszorians hpve
claimed tootirle an evha of classical Roman jutsprudence in Lhe term reckt aseris
‘the law of malure’ which figures among the ‘sources’ of the Senchas Mdr Rul
though thizs cxpression ix pndoubiadly Borrowed from Latin - more probably from
pairistic than from lagal hierature - it has in feish g cotally different rmeaning from
st of S matrale (o say mginrge) in the works of Ulpian o Pampanins or the
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Yyuie philosophers foom wlnm the classical jurisn took the e (1935, 134 Lo the
diseession {ch, 3, 10 of Cormas mac A s prrococious beliel in Ded and righeoes
pre-Patrician judgements artention wits drawn to the veninabily of the Pauling con
wept that from the beginning God stoud revcalod im his cresion For those willh eyes
v sec. Allisu with the apparently naiive [rish belief that (he nghteoueness or olhi
wise of judgements was ligble o be manifosted by o Tavomable or adverse el il
o te purt of narure at larges (e 1 above end MoLeud, 1982, 358620, (his miay have
aomiributed 1o the fundamental eaily medieval Insh idea of a pre-Putrictin roekf oic-
sid o Tiw of nature’ that proved largelv compathle with the Jater Chnsten dispen-
sELium

severthicless, the relevance of the classical Koman juristde congept of narural lav,
a0 least as modicied in the light of Paul®s spocialized uwse ol it 0 Romans 2:14-5,
shnuld not be vndersared. For instance, the scoond-century A0, Roman juriscu-
sult Gains gives the basic definition a5 follows ar the Degining of his well knewn
Trstitutiomes: **all peoples that are governcd by Jaws and customs (ge fepaliis &t
moribus regunine) use perily their own law and parily the comman law of all men,
For the law rhat cach peaple hus estahlished for isell s proper te fsell wnd is called
civil imw (e civite), in the sense of law proper (o the state, but what nalual reason
{rativ nofuralish has established among sll men, thel s cbserved squally smang all
peoples and iz called the law of peoples (v geediond, inthe sense of law that all
palinns wse™ Spint Paal's crecial reformulaiicn in response Lo che (peeszion of faich
and the Mosaic lew was as follows; cwm eufen! penley gue fgal wow fabent
nsturatiter quoe lopis sant faciunt einsmod: legsm non habeniey ipsl Skt 157 ex g
fsfandiaht ooy legis sergptuR in cordibeg ves festimaniuom reddenie i conscientiv
fpsenm ' Ear wihen the gentiles, which have not the law, da by nature the things con
tainad inche kew, these, havins noc Uhe Taw, are a law unto themsclves: which shew
the work of fhe law written 1o their hears, their consciencs glso begring witncss™'
{Rom, 2:14-5), Leading up as il docs to the distussicn in Romans 4 al Ahrzham’s
righreuusness throogh fuith raiher than the cireumiasion enjoined by Jewish law (see
3 whowe), this concept of a natwral propensity (o justio: in contformily with the spizil
rather than the leter of the Moszic Inw could readily be applies 1o the pacrarchal
phase-af the Old lesiament, as in the Stowe Missal tract above.

That influental cleric Tsidors, wh is inevitably concerned 1o distinguish belwen
divine and hurnan laws, incorporides o crucial expension of (e dichotomy Belwesn
specific iy civils and morce or less general dis genson inlue @ trichatomy comprising
& Firrther dues eotsiraie. which is niel enly traby universal bor also intrinsically jusr and
nepee comparible with God's wills Gengey peded Jeges qur giviiae SuRf, @l

hiominee. Divinge Returd, hamange moribus constant .. o Jus aulest aofurale fest]
aui cavlla qur sertium, fuy nofurale (@R COMTOIRE QIRALNTR RaToRey of qund whi-
g IRETINCTS KREnee won CORSHTHione atigue doleir L L e Roe, Gt =0 g

Mrcic sipile ex puepuael IRIRETHRT festl| yeed nairgle qegurimigra Ratetur Ll
crvile st guod guiigue popalus vel civitas S0 propriie Buoriedo divinague oo
CONSTITNEE . . . R iRde Ins peniiem, gl & (U cainey S SERTES WINiTr o
cver. all Tows wre cicher divine o1 fuman. The divine exist by natre, the human by
enstoms . . Law, however, is natural o civil or of proples. Natoral Jaw 15 conimon
sa all mulinis and whas is held everywhere by the impulsc of natume, nei by some
rewalation ... For this or anything like it is never unfust bt s always held to be
misbiral and fair . . . Covil law i3 what each people nr state has estahli-hed a3 pacoliar
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bw itself Yor humen or divine reason ., . And thenee it 3z Taw of peoples, becigss
alenost wll peoples employ o' (Fowe, W8 v,

1L Ll seeme [ikely that rechf aierdd wis chielly modeiled upon fes soiera’e as
delineyd By bindore aod coonld. with Sainr Pl oelp, be compared with 1he pre-
Whosiie dispersation in leracl during the patriarchial period. Moreover, Martin
“eMNama bas recenily drawn amention toan illuminaling Dassaze on fex Retirae
b the Reference Bible apparent]y reflecting Eucherivs infivencs; “why did che Lord
give the Taw oaly o the one people of the Tews? Thar s, nol (o one slons but in
anzicipatinn e gave the law of natees to all men, through which many mood men
emcrged, like Enoch and Sumah and Abrahem and out of (b socestry god their
dezerts they were the sons of Tseael wond deserved to reccive the law of (e letter when
the law of natuze passed" (I9RY, 9d),

MAiurding wo Lsidors Movaes ganfis. Helirgivge privins ommin divins e saoriy
Sy i it Moses of the Helirew race was the first of all 1o cporind divine
Yaws in sacred letters™ (Erenr, VoL L Mareower, elymuolomeally Writing was feld o
pe of the very essence ol ler 'law, ordinance' as apposed to fuy “law, nstice’ and
FI0s TCURLOIMT! (18 @uian ooty GRT SEEIuRE. CIRAS euien gk st BNE el moribis
cotistar, Lex esr colstifulio sonpra. Mos est verunials Penbain vatrerido, sive lex
1o SORIpER. Ve fex o fegendo vocle, guin soripie &5 joslice, however, is iz}
crdiedd beceuse it is just. Moenver, adl justice consists of laws and cusioms, Low iz
iownilien regulaiion. Castom is 2 osage loed by gge or an unwsTitten faw. For law
{5 (80) A lled Trom rewding, beeause it is writlen'" (ibid. ¥ i 2). These consideralions
appear 1 be reflecial in the Irish Canons' simple uze of Jex to rofor t Pentatauch
law,

Eun the first instamee, then, rechs fitre 1ofers 1o the written Mosgic law, as is clearly
the case in the Relerenes Bible, Fintan's pocm and the Stowe Missal tract above,
However, allusion theve 1o Christ’s being prefipurcd in rlial law 15 in perfecr acoard
with the New Testament docirine thut the ©1d Testament law b been bronght o
fulfilment by Chrise, whise Sermon oo the Moonr i ohvigesly meant @0 eche
Moses” promulgation of the ol law betors che esscmblad tibes of lscasl, Jesus,
indeest, declares his' basic respect Tor the O0d Testament dispensation as follows:
avdile padtore gioniom veni salvere ey il progherss. ol vend sodvere sed
wedimipdors, A gwinpe dive volils dokee Sronsegt coelunn eF 1erra 10ks wak W
WAL e i prepteriB0 @ dege done aiiad ond ok not that Tam come 2o
destroy the law, or the prophees: [am net come (o desiroy buat oo fulfil, For ver ils
Esavunta you, Till hewven und eerth pass. ane jor or tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, il all e fulfilted® (M, 5:17-8).

In relation 1o Ivish law Tatrick was cazt in @ composite role drwn [com the twe
trpuloidoilly interlocking hihliza! Dgures with whom e was minst persisiently com-
pared; hke Moses o andient Tarazl he wis the divinely inspired foomalzaior o the
sl writlen kaw, but at the same time he resembled Chrisr as bringer of the Cull
cvangehical dispensation by now cmbodicd in the whole Bisle and the Chareh's suls
sequeat reaching. Conseguently the reclis fizee broaght 1o Ieeland by Patrick was
repreacnied &5 Bistnrically snadagous to the hiklical law of Mosss and Christ, but
in pracrice alsn included olher ecclesiastical learning and gouold be nlossed idigend
feerittent Lethn learning' or the [ike (see sbove). Like CTeisl in lsrael, Patrick was
said on arrivalin Iecland ro have besn conftonted by & worthy pre.exisling svstem
ol fww and prochets: termed recly wionisl and rechs fffvke in the senses inimaled

T
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carlicr. In keeping with thismoalel, he supposedly rreated these with cespect ansd,
rather than abrogating them, Beaugle them too fulfilmeent in hurmony wilh (he
Church's skt Tinee and the Christion conscience [s2e lesd peragraph above),

It con thus be seen Chatl e evaliation of carly Irish law, like and, inadeal, mocon
funcrion with the perindizarion of Freland and her Guelic congquerors” histony e ch.
3, 7-10, was being conzclowsly represenced along biblical lines by monsstic feeeari
from ab least the seventh contury onwards, This provess & made sull mnre explicic
in [he Tull narrative gecoune of Pairick's revisw el lreland's law and institations.

%, In arecen: aicticle che preseng wriier has discuessed the varions excant recensions
af the so-called "psevdo-historical” proloegosz 1o the gicar compilation of vernaculsr
Trish law culled Seachus Mae (MeCone, 19882, -5 has offersd a sranslafion of
what seemms o be the prologue’s ariginal core fibid.. 5-100 elong with o analysis of
its contents (hd.; 10-8), and has argoed for an secly eighth-ventury dale conglils
contemporsry witls the Serchies Mdr as a whele (bid., 18-28) belure presenling a
texl wilh wommentary of Dubthach mecen Lugadr's centrel jodgement in eosood
(ikicl ., 29-35) Sinec this more detailed creatment bsiavaitable Tor veference, it will
bre suifficicnt hiere o drew asteation oo o number of sahen fzaiures of this impoctant
iext, which fleshes our the naccative dedils anderlying the passage from the Sanchins
K tract Cdrus Besomad cited in Lthe Cirst paragripde of section 4 ahowvel

The anarrative croper beging with king Taegaine arging the murder of one of
Patrick's followsrs o order Lo tesh The saint’s posidon on the Christian lew al
forgiveness, The king’s brother Moado duly slavs Patrick's chariotesr Chiren, Ter-
sified by an sarihoueske and darkness resuliing from the angry saint’™s invecativn of
nis God, the men of lreland ofTered Patiick arbitration and his chojos of judse, Thos
fell ppon “the cliel poer of the island of reland”, Dubthach macoy Lugar, “who
wats o wassel [ull of the Holv Spirit’, Dubthach lamensed (he apparent unavaidability
of offending. cither Patrick by recommending Torgrveness or God by opring for
refreibution in the ceeth of the Gospels’ injunsuon o forgive nne’s ncighbour, but
g fear wes asrneped by a suaranies Chil Cod waoold speak chirongh him after his
month had been blessed By e siini, Dokthach then airers 2 lang rascad replete with
arguments driawn lrom Seoplore and advocates & compromise between (e clams
of punishmoent and forgivencss by sentencing Miede’s body o death for s erime
bt riniing Clod' s e ey upnn hig sonl. A note then adds that this grriengenten S12-
creded g previces svstem of Mell rerribidion bor that, sinee Pactick s no longer avail-
abbe o guarantee the divine side of the bargain, the current compromise s a wer gild
pigvrenl (@raic) for culpabls homicide.

Farrick then summoned the men of Irelond ton assembly, procachad the Gospel
and demonstrated his mireculous povers o hen, soothat rhey Packnowledaed the
whiale will of God and Patrck, Léseguire cilled for “the csrablishment and
arrangament of every lgw among us™ L and ©50 b then that all the men of art (e
dfng) in Irelanyd were assembled o that each displayed kis craft o chevnd) 1m0 Lhe
prescnce of Paisick belore every food i Tecland. [T is chen, indeed, thad 0 was
satrusted o D ahibiet ro show the judzement and all che postry oF refand (resfood
ety 1 tdle fiidachio Eirenn) and whatever law had held swiy @mong the
men ol brelanwd in the Taw of ngoare &nd in the judoements of the tsland of Treland
e i Ul pocs 17 rechit aicrid 1 F mebrethal & inyse Lreewned 11 ifedath), whe had pro-
phesied that the white languaze that shall be woull conme, iz, the law of the leter
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irecfif i) For (il s) the Holy Spivit thal bad speken end prophesial Ibhrough the
mouths of the vighleons men who had formery been in the island of Irelund (e
ginw na far fledeed celocrgbatar Snoings Ergnn), ws 0 had prophesied (heoush the
maurhs of the righrenis men and the patriasels in 1he lvw of the O1d Teslanenl | e
Eiviena fer fivénn § s wsgsafoithre § reeht petarleice), Vot the law of mareee had
covered much that the law al (he letter had not reached, The judgements of Tros
mitlure (e recha fraicwid), then, that the Holy Spicit kad attered through he
malhg ol cirhteows judpes and poels (g miny Aredrferion T_-"?."":'—L’."__."i':"ﬁ'l'.lﬁ_] af the
men ul Ireland from when this islend was serdled up t0 the {goming of the) faith,
[rubthachr showed them all to Pasock, OF wharever belonged o jhe luw of nature
gpart frnm faith and 35 due and rhe joining of Church to state; then, that which
did nor conflict wiil (he word of Gaod e fhe liw of the letter and the Mew [estament
Lfre bréithie wId ¢ rechi fitre 7 milfiedraise) amd with the sonscicnces of Christinns
witt joined in-the regufaiion of judzement by Parsick il the churchinen and locds
of Ireland. 5o thar it is the Seachyy Mor. Nine men, then, were selected For the drsee
i up of this book, namely the 1hres bishops Patrick aml Benén and Cairriech, 1he
thiree kings Loeraire, Corc and Diire, Bos mac Trichm the expert in legal language
and Dubifich aod Pergus the poen. |egal knowledge (w0f2) i the name of the boak
that they drew up, 1.6, knowlcdge of nine men, and we cncouiler nirrative illusera-
tien al {his sbove, This, then, is the Low of Patrick, and no homan judge of the Gael
can annul anyibing that he find in the Senchus Mdr™ (CTH 341,3%-342 200

The final section ol the prologne asserls |he subordination of xiorian, poet and
judge ta ecelesiastical scholer since Patrick's voming (sze cho 1, 110, ind describes
the alleged carfier. Breaking of the poers' monopoly over judgernent; *'since
Amairgen Whitc-knce gave the first judgement in Ireland, jodgement was in the
Riocts of the pocts alone wrtil the olloguy of the |wo sages in Emein Machae'" but
the uligrance of thar pair was so obseure to the listenine nobles thar, on the Ulser
king Conchebor mac MNessa's recornmendetion, ““judgement, theretore, was raken
gway from the puets gpart from (heir proper pare of 1t and each of the men of
Treland received hic share of the judgement™” (CIF 342.21.04),

It is to be noted rial the relationship betwesn (he laws in Ireland i deseribed by
virlually the same wosds in the Cdrne Bésonod pazsage and e prolopus. The Latror,
nowever, expliciily compares the divinely inepired istoral judsements and pro-
filecies of pre-Fatrician Trelaml's righteous judges and poess with the inspiration ol
(e Chirstian lsrasls dighteons men and parriarchs by the |lely Spicit. thos fucbe
implyig (hial 1he old law’s subsequent accemmedation o the demands of the Bible,
partizcularly the Mew Testament, and Christizn conscicnee was analasous in both
cases. The quast Biblical scheme of an Tiish “Old Testument” law Being scdupted with
due reverence to the Pamrician ‘Wew Tesament' could hardle by moce clearly
expresead fof oho 3, 104,

1 s been argued in sectiun 3 above (ef. <h. 2, 3 that Muirchid had aheady drivwn
i Iypological and hisreaical analepry between Parrics and Chrizt, Lécgaire anil
Heroad, Tira and Terwsaleny, while introducing Erc and 1ubihech as contemporary
mdevigugl represencatives of the old Jew and prophers prepared te bear witaess to
the new, The laser furistic versions basically sdhere ro this scheme B depict the
Trizh analogues o the OLd Testanen law and prophets more Berally as the reche
aicviial and rechs fiztie practised by coilain righlrons judgcs (Adlthenmin) and pocts
LAfatin the s Marsicnn period.
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Fhes shift left the poet Dubthach free oo be equared with a migo hiblizal figoce
ol medistion bepween the 01d and New lestaments. fohn the Baptist functions as
busth the last cepresentative of the old lww and prophets and as Cheists harbinger.
I'lus Tesas' remirks ahout him include (he following: emms e prophetoe e o
ungue 2o fohpanem prophetavernat *Tor all the propheds and the law prophesied
ancil Jokp't (harch, DL L3, seof gaold exisiis widere? proprhamen P pgne wice vl
of plus qresk prophetem. Lic st de quo soriplnn vif, 8008 BT angelyat NN
arte fuici team i pracovradil viem e anie i what wenl ve gal for 1o
gem? A prophet? Yew, 1 say unia you. and more (han i propher. This 15 be, el aham
it is wrirten, Behodd, | send my messenger belire iy face, which shall prepare thy
wiry before thes™ (Luke T:26-7) This, of vownse, i3 procisely the ki of 1ol played
i the Seachus M prologue by Dubthach mazcu Lugair s representative of the
pie-Pamrician order of fAlid who 5 insp red by the Haoly Speeil 1o pave the way Lor
Patrick™s teaching.

At the bedlaning of his minisiry ol word of Godl cieme unee Joho o wend esi
verbum Lol sper Tohannenr) the son of Zachurixs in the wilderness. And e came
sgio il the country whou Jordan, preaching (he haprism of repentence for the
remtissinn of 5ins (praccioans BaEmUm pueriieniions I8 PERISEIONeR el 0dui
As il 15 written in the bool of the words ol Fsaias the prophet, sayirg, The vaice
ol nae crving in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lonl, neake his paris
straight (perate vlew Doming rectos Secite semits einsl™ {Luke Ai2-d., ef. Macth,
3:1-5%, This imagery is quite deliberalely imitared in Dubihach's case. Thus Fitrick's
Blessinge ypon his croorance suaraniees thao the Holy spiril will spegk God's wind
chroueh bimm, the first par of his po@n CORCCOITANS: WEAnN e Jeanning come=rns
af haptisny, repeniance and forgiveness, and the second part opens with & ¢lear ehn
of lsaiah's prophecy s upplied to John, Gifin [, diged me =6 'L beseech God,
el him make my walh straighs't (MeCone, 1986c, 14-3).

Dubrhach, of cperse, funcrions in this historicafly framed myth s (e perfect pro-
upiype of the S in the pos-Parrician scheme of things. By virue ixf hrin status we
Ciod's mouthpiece and Patrick’s ally the poer heeomes the leading represcniative of
the des ging and their activities in refation to the new laith and its reguirsmenis.
Ax the hricf sage version of these events, Comehdeh Legaine, puts i, theireXoCEEes
were, then, pul [roan them therein amd (hey were arrunged in theio propriety™ (LU
9774), the implication being thal these profzssions now owe their position in the
poet’s adviocacy and the Church’s approval in the persons of Dubckach aod Tatrick
respectively. One is reminded of the Levites® suhordination to Lhe pricsthond in
chapter three of Sumbers, and presumably his early Trish narridive i m2ant o pro-
vide & mytho-histurival sanction for the restriction of the highest sde-nemes stulvs
tor churchmen [ecelis) and posts (i), while other types ol des ddno are pnly
granted verious levels of subordinale dder-reried statps [see 2-above).

The ceniral legzl issue in the prologue s whether or nol hemizide is exempt Troom
Chst's fareus moditication of e Mosaic code i (he Sermon on the Mount: %2
have hegrd that it hath been said, An eve for and eye, and a tooth Tor @ oath: bu
sy unta vou, That ve resizi nor ovil: but whosoeve ahall smuite Lhee o thy vighe
cheek, turn o him the olher alan'' {Marth, 5:38-90. Dubthack™ posmn deploys much
woripraral erudition and sophistey in order te justily the death peaally 0 such cases,
the suggestion being thar forgiveness should here spely to the soul vather thin the
body, Sinve the actual penalty bor aomicide in leelend was usoally wargild
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payment, (lus advocacy of 1he dealh penelty seems strenge at first sight. However,
iEowas v el i rone sl shestesl thankdng gt the time in Ircland and claewhee.
Thus the Trish Cancns display congiderahie snibesiasm for corporal and capical
prnishmient, queting with approval Terorme's dictern Ul "o punish these poilty of
homicide or sacrilege i3 not 2n effusion af Blood ba adoingscation of Geds laws
Croemicidas e soorilegor  penire, woko es! effislo songuwings, sed legum Dl
mindsteri]™ (Can. 1B XAVID 8. of. MeCone, 19862, 17-B], 1L woull appesc
that the Church amd her lawyers, having failed to indwee the secular aristograes
ahardon Uhe loungially advancageous svsiem of wergild, goadeingly acknoweledized
il a5  secohd best walubion 1o 1he problem of culpeblc homicid=.

& This hrings s o the commission of nine appointed to draw up the Sewchis
Midr. Consisting as i does of three bishops, cheee Tolers and 3 trio of pocts and
judges, this bedy prociscly matches (he threy constitusats of judzement according
o Unfcechy Beee, namely the churchman's judgement (dreth eoaisat based on Sorip-
wure, the poet’s judmement (brerh filead based oo anaxims (fer rosopdeds) and che
muler’s Judgment {brerd Sadig) combining borh of these wilh precedents (see ch, [
T, Marecver, in surly mediveal Ireland the cel-airechs o “back eourl” s eseribe)
noa shorl O Trish lewal cent recently edited by Fergus Kol consisted a king, o
Rishopend & “sage of every langoage ol an oo™, rlossed “odiom of pocts™ [19RR,
78, 30 and B30 Obvieusly wo ane dealing with y21 another asticlogy of contom-
porery praciices and porcepsions, the rhvee classes invulved being comparabls with
the priests (secerdores), Lovites (lavdtaed aml princes (pringpes) appointed by the
virtuous king Jehosaphac firscly to reach the Tew among the vities of Judsh (2 Chron,
FF:7-50 ol Ihen to mass judmgemenes o Jorosalem (bedy, 1981, 56l mere to the
i, perliaps, wias g encléncy inosome Irsh exegetical civeles, animpdverisd (o by
adraia O SEN (1979, 154), Lo divids the Old Testemenr infé thyes pErds or
nrdars, namcly those ol the kins (reres). the judees or prophels [proifeimel ol
the pricsrs secerdols,

A simflar tripartite schere inthie Drafeeck! Foousing apon the craditional Taw o
Semechus a5 nowholz rather than rhe ruler’s role 1o iy apelication spezks of brerh
feirfy Gdin or Jdirend, breth fled or Slidechy e Deedh fdeioor ffneckhis (O8I
1512,23-6, 1614.31-2}, This kes its masr diveer actialogy in the sjory of how Cenn
Faelad Cirst elTected o written vornacular morges of Mese disciplines o' @ menestery
arcund the middle of (he seventh cemoery (b, 1, 10}

The zoocalied “cernme’ proforee to the Sexchins Mar covers much the sme
grownd by giving the Inllowing answer io s opening guestion “the law of the mer
of Ircland, what has proscived U (weichos for nlirena ofd conidordetert? s “rhe ioiad
mermory of two old men {oomefoine dd wnl, Iepngrission from one ear o snarher
et otz di@nanny, the chanting of poets (edhiehoeoed Sed, increment from law
ol the leiier Cdemaof o reche e, cotraboration according o law ol nidure (reniad
SrE ook wegicerd), lor those are the potonl practizes in relatdon 1o which the
udgemenis of the wirld ary sstablished "™ (O 346 24-547 07, Thuraeysen, 1927,
I753 The Firsr rws eonsiioents rellect not only the importenee of memniy and aral
statcment for the legal procass i Irelandd g8 in other socictics, swhether literate o
nmon-literatz, bus alse the helief thal frsh i was wowrct=n antil the coming of
Peorick. The need for such aral restinany e be corruboriied mutches the biblical
orecopt thar "one witness shall aor sraod swidns) senewne ros SAabit fe5IF wRis
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conirn eligueny) -, _ but in the muulh of twn or three witnesses shall every word
dund |sed ir ore dyorunr gud iriem fesiiun stahit onine verbum) (Deal. 19:15,
cied by Cop Hib, XYL, Thor "that the testimony of two men is (rus [Guwie FETE TR
hominum  restimmrivm verwm o) (Tohn §:17). The svcompitnying  glosscs
presumally retlect standand dostring in identifying the Lust Lhree glerments with the
rhree posts or jurists, the thiee hishops and the chree rulers respectively on the com-
imission charwed with drawing up the Senchus Mur, and a comparizen with the
passage from Cores Bdronal in secton 4 above points (0 che equivalence of dicheli
filed god rechd fdithe “law of the prophets” o the Irish scheme of things.

The cambinarion of ingredients such as these undar the Choreh®s acglis as sym
turfised by Parrick bronght imo being @ new written law for early Christinn Irelisnd
in which, as Cdin Fvithirke puls i, “that which is contrary to conscience has hecn
made forfeit by ink (rocefifsized e dub a dicibws)™ (Brewtnach, 1986, 5. This
seems to contradics the feisser fuire approach envisaged by Binchy: “the intioduction
of Christiamity in the 0% cenrwry brought inics wake the ol of writing into a
society that was sl @rchaiz, oven primitive. As a resell the memhbers of an already
poweriul and well-erganized legal caste were eoabled, coe might almost say by acci-
denr, wt an exceptionelly carly pedod of sool evolutien tn cmbody In permuanent
form the oral tadition thar provided the [rameswnrk of thar socicty® (1973, Z2).

Indeed, rhe passage cited from the 'psewdobistorical’ prologue in 3 above mikes
i clear that, as far g5 early Leedund™s man of lottors were concerned, (he sauToeaneticy
of the Senchis Mar resided v ihe fact that it was beld o be Col's law as pro-
imulgared by His aposlle Pajrick. Ttz status as g reposilory al pagan ancestrel
wisdom fipurss as the majur sewrce of its authority only in seme mcalarn wiirings.
To the medieval jurists thamselves the validicy of all Lrish lgw, ahelber pres o Dosc-
Patrician, depended wpon God's inspirstion aod s aposielically cerified com-
patibility with liklical and Christian teaching as well as nature. Az an Old Irish gloss
on Cin Folthirhe puts iz, ‘Lot the judges bear n mind, since they are not pagans
fpiwndd), Uhiat they did not cransgress ss long as they were in periods of unbeliel (7
reih deretas, 1o, before Patock brovghi the Taiih) anl ignarance of the baplsn
ol saivatinn (enfs beifeel sidifmey desiroyed them if they deviated from the law of
patuwre thar God had given them fesind reclis oicnid docrar Die doid)" (CTH TTR 3-8
1 Corrgin, 1987, 291), This seems 1o raflece the Pauline ductrine @i the heart of the
Epistle to the Bomans (especially chaprers 4-8) chit sin and death came inw the
world throush Adamm, thar Mosaic law defined and pepished offesees, but thet only
Faith end baptism in Chst could save man fully fromn the conseguences of sin
Howeyer, wital mateers most for pressnl purpeses is the stacement chit God il
sranles recki gicnid o Ireland’s pre-Patnian inhalicants through their righteous
iucges, a point reiterated by the plossing of for fdrectias according o pridininmal
law'" as .4 farsin gicmind dosrat D diinn *ie., gecording o the Claw ol satare
rhat Ciod had given to we'™ (O TTLILL

7. Although rechi Gfne in he Christian sensz was sern as Paonck s gift wo Ireland,
the continuing valilicy of mich of the rechy aicnie allegedly in fores thore hiterto
came to be ageribed pooather more than mare seneral dhvine pramptings throusn
nature, Thus by ahoot the cighth century loish ffere were daring to 2esert thal (he
pre-Palrician Cracls had already been vouchsiled privileged, if indirect, acvess Lo
rechi St accoeding 1o ite stric defindlion s Mossiz law,
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e Haricy recension of the *paendabiscorvical” probogoe, which may o may naor
conrinne the origingl at chis peint, has Dubthach explain oo Pawrick pricr to giving
sudgemant In the case of Miado thao *whar was before vou in Ircland was judge-
reent of law (hrenh reciiicd, i.e. ther was revenge, foot for foot end eve for eve and
life tor life Coer @ cofe 7 28l § sl 5 e e anim ™ (CLA 340.21-2), an obeeious
reference o the Old Testamen: tnjenciien 'thow shalt exact life Tor lite, eve For ey,
tooth for doethy, Bamsd Tor tgod, Tool Tor fogl laedmiam org grioge, acedem org
oo, O e O e fhree e, pleend oo e e (1 3ean, 19221,
of, Exs 21:23-50 Uhe clesr implicitio s Ui the pra-Patncsan breds rochly poachiaed
by king Cormae mac Aderdeh. 3, 100 and acleer viglnenus men in Dreland oaag essen-
tially hlnsaic (of, WMoConc, 198, 120

Indced, that remarkable Middle Trish syochetic historical compilation Scéfl wa Fir
Frarhe not only echoes aspects of the “peeudohistorical” prologue’s Patrician saitle-
mont buc alse sndows itz hero Cormac with o distinctly dosaic aurs == roles
presiding over 'the most noble assembly thay was held o Ireland befors che taich,
sinee it 35 the rules aod kiws That wers made to thal gaiberiog vt will Jest in Lreland
till Doomssday®™ (par, £, Vhese lemal acviviies inshode the pronulganiion of (welvs
ardeils Tor distinguishing between treh and Falselined, Several of these, samels
BAnranin’s chree collars {pars. 1218, ¢, ¢h, 3, 10, Sencha e Adlella's locasiing
dpar. 1R, Senomac Adpc's Int-cascing Cpar. 223 and 4 practice allegedly hrooght from
Tarzel by Caf Crinbrethach (par. 23}, are assaciared with figures on the H.AUT
recension of the 'peeudohictorical” prologue’s list of pre-Patrician auchorities. After
arreoging the ews, Cormac declored a seven-vear jubilee finbai) lifeed from chapter
25 of Leviticus beiwesn one Feast of Tara (Fefy Temre) o U Possover  Easter of the
mentiles s paaans (corie me ggemied’” and the neal dpiec, 530, and this was followsd by
:_hl,- ul,llhq,:-ri:.ali-.-e '.HiLiug, al |r|:'|:1r|-::|':_~ |'|i$|n:_1ri¢~,-: 5¢r|-c,:ﬂ|-:_1gi¢'\,' .31|||J "I:Ellill SLIGLE=SIES
down ta that fime in the so-called ‘Fsalier of Cormac! of “Paalter of Tara®, which
4 thus fepresenced a5 a kind of Trish Pentarcuch (see end of ch. 3, 100

Tt has alvcady beoen scen thar the foomation of the Drish langiage under the
awspiccs of Fénive Farseid was sct in Egype (ch. 2, 43, which the ancestors of the
rael under their leader are said o have lett to begin their protracted wenderings o
Irzlend in the altermatb of the liraelite excdus under Moses (ch. 3. 7). The accoen
of the ordel invredused by Cad o Soed mg P Plodie shews Bow this link could be
further sxpledved (o provide o pliusible sxplanation for the unnaturally high propor-
e eb M usain Jucgermeniz eaeribed Lo U Irtsh rechs eicndd implemenied by Corenag
il ol bers well Balnre Patrick a2l Deor in Lreland: “Sooew Cad Chisinterathach, e peipil
nl Féniws Farsaid, the twclfrh or seveniy-second disciple af the sachond {2f, Ahigwis,
19R2. #7) which Fénius sent ono fromn Grocee in order oo learn the many languages
tirroughout the couniries of the world, it was thar Cal who Brooght that ordeal with
himn from the land of lscasl. when he had come to the chosen people (fdars D) and
had learned the Law of Muoses, And it was he thas wsed oo deliver judgements in the
sebrond aller i hael been gatherad Itum every side andd i was be thiel ordadned (e
Sirpch Ol 10 owss e cnme O morenver whe lrsl ordeined in Lrelandg (ke s of
ihe Tonr tracks [= Cetlideslicty Asbgoledla], Tor only tso of the whonl came to
Tigland: Admirgen Glangel the peer and Cal the judge, And Cal remained in freland
uatil b hed spent nins geasretions. in consequensce of the rightoousnass of his
indgemenis Foo it is judoements thet e uaed o deliver, namely judgements of the
law of Moses (fredlia rectrag Moded), and therefore jud gements of D (breche reciin]
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are vory abundant in Trish law (frecheag). Thesz weore the fudgements of law (brevde
Feckiad) which sorved Cormas™ {par. 240

Tn a recent discussion of this and releted passeges O Corrdin points out that &
bricf notice of Cal's role in Cormac’s Glossury proves thal in e esseniiols Lhs Tracdi-
tHon goes back sl lenst as tar we the eighth century (1987, ZEE-91), The 183,17 recen
sion ol the ‘prewdabisiorical’ prologue provedes Che Tolles  accoand (CFA
1653, 15165480 alabovaiing o hoe Can wen ananespedaien leoon Threaae, joined
the sons ol B and canie with them o beland, Tris to he gored thar Cal and
Agmiergdn, his pupil aceoarding o HAT, present us wich 2 by now familize pairing
af judes or Brirkent and poet oo G0 Indeed, this aeiclogy ig pardicelarly ambitions
in projecting a contcmporary hellmark of these roo professions, namesly ap
[sidorcen amualaam of classical and biblicel knowledge (ch, 1. 10-11), nght back o
the Milezsinns themselves,

83, In :_-:;Ii;jl'.g e Ceffecim Cwnoaner Fiberneaves lerrmmm Wiasserschlehon
brouvght grea) arpl ifiaon o hesr (el drerl'ir].'EHE Lhe somroes yeed 5!:-:,- e -:.m]:-.'
meadieval Irish canon lawyers, and concluded: 't stands mor among &1 aotiom-
prary and  older  wpstematic enlicetions . for the wealth of its patristic and
etclesiasrical histarical marcrial, and armains partieular importance on acoount of
couniless exeernts Fromm Trish synodal decisions and atatuces. which grant an insizht
inte the poeculiar views and tendencics of the nationzl Church thers and of the
netionsl law™ {Cen. £fiE.  xiii), Morzover, e extracrdimarily larse number of Giti-
tionzs are taken from Holy 'Writ, abow 500, bul in this conneclion il ssems siriking
af First sight et alinost 3% of thess belomsr w e O Testonenl. O gloser inspec
fion, however, this seems expliceble: Tor a whole serigs o sty and guestions
TequiTing Crealrmenl ancd consideration dhe G Testamen) ezl presenred an
ambarrassment of riches, whareas Tor many of the same the Wew Testamont had
scancely amvthing to offcr'™ (hid.. =xivk

Crwving oo the rather differeat prooccupations of the scholars concerned, the con-
tribuzicn of such sowrces toocarly Irgh vernacalar [aw has only recenily bepun fo
be investigered sericusly. Howewver, the profound intermineling ol secular aned
canon law along with their proctitioners in the meonasiic schools s beginoing 10
emerge cleurly [rom semimal studies by O Corngin and Breaiach abready rofened
10 [see iblegraphy soc ch, 1, TO-110, 10w ngve be conlidantly siared rhat all carls
Irish Lpw Bairigws the CHd Testipment stamp so lypical of the early medicval Teish
lerrned  cligsses” owerall onllook and likewise manifosted ino other incertwined
Branches of senctus sueh as genealngy, gnomic trazes and narracive mytho-historcy.

Various factors presumably conapired e produce the affinities beoween Irish oo
“osaiz Jaw 5o clearly perccived by madive Merari,. To bezin with, direst borrowing
from Seripturc is the abvious cxplanadon for many festures, including the iden-
tificasion of major monastorics with the levitical citiss ©f refuge (2 above} agnd
cmphisis upen the salubrious effects of olfering dechmody 5 prion 7 eleseng
UEttees, Tiest Fevats amed silaps " (e, Morn, 1EZ26 aieermias . . _,r:lrn'.r."ul'l'l'ﬁ'.':, Laske 0141
eemersenead ] aeeerding (0 The so-cilled “gancine' prologus ro rthe Senchus MWdr (CFH
351,49 Phornevsen, 1927, 1700 and Cdras Bésemad (CTH 52253, ) Corrédin, Breat-
wich angd Rreen, 1984, 384),

T Irizh faw “ithe normal disposidion of a man®s cstate on his death wes by egual
division amangat his lawiul sons, cacepr chateels, of which dauzhiers reosival feos,
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rarnl and brepd, and poy properly which the TGuher lued Bimsell acouiied which
they shared sguelly with sons This inberibnee by dhe sons s nowhere; inomy know-
ledoe, exprossly stutesd, bul i iy everywhere onplied - o200 There i oo male keir, a
daughrer or douehters imbecit all challels, od may inbernd all siilser propercy a5 aell
In this evend, e daeghier wis a Swachomeeba, a Tomala haic and this privilegs of
womeen ey Back ey s (Thlleid in Hil'n:'h_'_l', LGy, |3-‘i_}. 'The son of 8 Han-
choweorky Ld ononr fnheril fesfie unless his father, while being husbund to his
muher, waad alan the neacest sueviving member of her fine’® {ibid., 131), L.e. ailer
hier death the esrate coverted oy the male patrilateral nexe of kin, sypieally ber pacillzl
avgi, whoss sons would be hers too if she marmied him. Ooly when the ong or miare
inlreriting siblings that constitute g pel-/fine die cul withoud Duriber decendants in
the male line, 4 situelion knewno as @b “exiinehion '™, s the Gansily propesty shared
put amene che more distan) desress af paternal in represented by the derb-fine,
s fineand ded-fine (hid., 134). Furthermore, '"his Sather puds an undutifl son (riee
ey onan of inheritance and bestows his inheritanee oo Bim whe performs his main-
enancs (4 eore)’” socording o Cory Pesoran (0T 53426, Cood carly evidencs
for the egual division of ab cstate between surviving sone in Tirechan [(MoCone,
FOfdl, 57-7 is corroboraccd bevg cloar statement to thao offect in the [rish Canons
(sec belowd, a somewhat obsourcly defined extra portion of property koown az the
curnel serorbs apperently being reservesd for che besd of the inheriling Kindred
(Dillon, ibid,, 141-2),
The Irish Canwmes baggd oocahMeuliy in Oieding sevipiural justification for these
prescriplions. | e duty (péeias, of, OFr. zeseed of 2om: wowards thcie parcnts and its
plevzmor (G LEshameniary provision s siressed at varioos points with the heip of
appesile guniationg Do the Penlatzoch and elaewhers foog. Cone Mk XXX 13-4,
KEETL 1200 The guoration of Mumbers 27:8-1 L suffices to cstablish the basic prin-
cipple of inheritenca: Aomio o moriuws fRenis absgie Jilie, rd fHliam eiws fromss
Hersdifar eins, 50 ffiam non Robuerdt, fobelil SEOCSSS00ES S Filres S8 Gyl won
hahuerir frarves, dabis kereditatens fratribus patris elus; & auieny non habpers!
Fratrem pairis, dabitur heredings his, guf eluy proximi susd (Cown, LD, XXX, 9)
“Sf m man diz without 20 s0n, s inheritance shill pass unte his damgtder. 10 e have
no daurhier, he shull hgve his brethren gy heirs (e, The gel-Seey, Aad of e have no
brelthren, Thou shal: g_il.'r.: ks toheriance o s fatherts bhirethoen I:":-. the derk-
el Moo 01 he have o Taibear™s Beathed, Bis inhaeitanes shall he given vo those who
e mmxsl Lochim (21 the fae fibe and - e Afrer refeeving oo the Mosaic law's
veqpiremicnt that a fether bestow a double portion of his inheritance upon hie
firachorn son (of . Deue. 212470, the Canons represent whar is obvicuwsly the currentg
Trish custem of the cymal serords g5 2 later mesdification of this; "o most reesng
days 8 tarher divides equally among all his sons and seserves 10 hitosell, ws i e one
ot s soms. v part of the inheritence and whoels substance, which be entrosts o his
firstbor, and 10 shall be bis inslispably, or shall be devided aler the firstharn's
deitth berween s heir apd lies brotbeees and Chesr suceesaonz" (Cea. Aih, NEXT, 18],
I sy ol eomese, hardle Tikely 1hat early madieval Teish gunises simply jetrisoned
theair pre Chirigcian rales inso fandamemal @an area as inberitanee and replaced them
with provisions teken aver roor and hranch from Mosaic law. In the ovpe of
[racritincar system Jamiliar not only From Ol Testement Isracl buc also from a wisde
range of Indo-Europesn and other pooplcs, nething could be moce maturiad than
imheritance in the dirsct mule line by prefersnce before moving steadily vutwarnids
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throvugh the variows degrees of the farbes"s male collareral king Uhis is, indeed, eszen-
tially the type of system ascribed by Tacites e the Oalis®  Indo-Europein
neizhbours, the Germans, in the pagan poriod: “everyvnme's hens and suciessors are
his pan children. aod there iz no will. If there are ne childron, rhe nesre grade in
purezession (eunsisds ol brothers, paternal uncles, marcrnel uncles' {Garmedie, .
2 Mere, of courss, reversion s to the maiernal kin after a corrain stape, whercas
the Trisl syszam nukaes oo such provisien, Purthermaors, insistencs upon the dury of
Tenking after ageing parents s oo moch of an anthropelericsl commonplece for
hilfizal bodieraing to be the mosi Hkely sxplanation, I theretors ssems probabls
thar the broad simitarities beraeen the medieval Frshopod Chd Tespamen: inheritence
riles owe mors 1o statiacically acceptable codncidence than N sxiensive borTewing,
Cinthe ocher band, Goody®s remarks gbooe the impact of Tslam upan pacls of Black
Adrica pressnt obvious paratlels with the carly Trish situaricn vis & vis biblical o
citnen Lo Uthe existence of 8 lepal code which was soclascly hiaked with the wong
of Ciatl (i was s iF the onlv Imw was canon law) meant thar chere were steoiig
DARSArES GIAON cerhan socieies, or anyvbow upon Important oroups within these
stwcieries, roeadopl new' Tioms of ool wedon, The influence of these law books -
Mlaliki law From e Maghreh - gpon Bodanese zovielies has been towched upon by
verious authors and it caning be doukied (bal cbanges of vonsiderakble sipnificance
have accurred and are continually necorrng, i the sysiem of kinship and macriage
ey well pe in the orgenization of Kin growps, o the position of e choel, @le, ol
wii 1% of central importenes here is not a0 mweh the diffosion of Talane bl The Fae

il Istam i5 o cefigion of the book' (1968, 240-10. B, of codrse, 5 Chilstianiny,
and o core of voincidentol agresment may well keve been enhaneod by imication of
the Bibie, the mosi lkely candidute being the *Zelophahad’ rule 2bout a daughoo
inheriting i the absence of sonz byl oeeding to mecry a paternal kinsman in order
to transmit this to her own ofPSpring (see T abgws),

Be thar as o may, thie hasiz p-r-inr is rleal such somelam s, regirdless of ow chey
had ariscn, cneowraged caily Clelstian Treland™ monasiic jurists io the beli=f thet
their native law had pacticular affinities with the Mosaie cods, Ones His conviviion
kied taken reor, even manifost discrepancies coald be explaimad away bisicrivally
Thus, oy bz been poineed ourin F and 7 above, the douhzless angienr Trisly insric
faanr ol drwic or "wergill’ a8 the normal penelty for culpable homicido was explained
as an umasatlable later substivate for 2 Christian modification of rhe Mosae pon
ciphe. ol *Hile For il wllepgedly observed in [reland prior oo Parrick’s coming.

9. Lévi-Soranss has suggested 1hal so-called “primitive” thouzht, g5 opposed to the
madern wasern viade inheritad Trom classicnl Greece via Rome, ovpicelly intepraizs
past and pregenc by means of o refatively siatie mychp-historicul model thao s
primartly concerned with awthorizing various values ansd instiluiions regirded ox
essentielly immutable thercafor (of. MeCone, 1986, 13 When actoal oo rresisli-
le changes threaten to dislocate such & svstem, rointegrarion can anly be geliaved
by madilving, revceating or (as in the rather spocial case of allagory] reinmerprening
Mhe st fn the lighl of the new present. As Vansine purs it, “rraditions are alicred,
mievie o less conssionsly, o fit ioowith the cultural velues of the time™ {1973, 94).

Oviously thig is likely (o have hopoensd oo o large seale Inoche wake of Ireland's
aonvetaion o Christianirsy, aithough |he decnls ipsviliahly slude us in the abs=noe of
sources predating that pencess. Tideaed, CrEarefin makes (he Mulbowing apt cemearks
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shout secly medievul leelend®s Flergi: 'this casie of hereditary or quasi-hereditary
szholare guite selt—ronsciously held themeselver in the highest estecm and discharged
duties ol very conziderahle political wod sovinl importanes: they were the custodians
ol the pusl  the seow maieraer o chorch s in Loy society], the royel pedigree,
||_l,-|'r|'\,li-:: tand ecclesiasticaly Eeeaboey Al chedg gy, hedr powers, vy the arbiters
nl g,l'l-.‘:-l’J CiREnm., a5 rovers il |1E|.‘|ilg,|E'h_" |_:'-:||d thyes ol clatn to rals gl praperiyl,
as pancgyrists of the great and, above all, as makers of the pasd who re-shaped 1
ey acenrd with the pretensions and ambicions of rhe conremporary halders of power,
were cxtensive and jealously guarded® (19386, 1420,

Medievel Irish literuture ebounds in episodes teatitying o the imporance attached
to she pist gz asinciion for present realitiss und aspirations, Thusthe “first’ poeric
sidive wiierad by e G0 it re in protes| asains! maldireilmen by king Bres {Gray,
1982, 35) pernranem by validabed the wenre and delinel s proper wse, white it has
hesn seen (ead of & above) That the leading role pliesd in s compiletion by God's
apeweile Parrick was made the grearaniee ol the Seacliaes Mc's mmvaglabiling,

It has been argucd {eh. 1 A) that the eoclesiastically inspired developmeani ol a
chronologice! and synchronistic framework for serchis did nor significantly affec
these fundamentally mythicel functions. It is, of course, e that Irish syatheriz
history wes cest ina superticiably dynamic mould by virtwe of being adapied roand
from the biblEcally orisntad scheme of Christian world hissoes with (13 sucecssive
phases (ch, 3, F-100, bl e counteopoise of kistorical tvpology must be borne in
il Uhes nethod was applied il abmnost every concedvihle fevel o represent the
Od Testarmenl as a prefiguralion ol 1he Mew and (he Sew Testament a: o fultiiment
of the O, thus Bodging the waror tivale bedween Lhern and interrating the Jewizh
pasl with rhe Cheistan presant and Toieee, T ellect, 10 provided o mesas: of accom-
madating the relativaly qcatic view of the past asa display of peomacen) Trolsy o
the dynamic of propreseive revelation and viee veras:

Early Chrigtian Leish jurists are unlikely zohave beensure how far their f@nechins’s
extensive affinities with biblical and canom law were due o barrawing, coineidence
or virtwally endles: ¢ombinativms of the two, boat they could presumebly hawve
wsvrthed] sl or s of thess (o the Chorch's impuct spon Loy and sociedy by castinge

Bilrick in Lie role of a -ﬂi'.-illul'_-.' prsparrend rithizil relormer, bl lhey &0 wished, The
disagrecable corollary would have Been thas Chosienidy hacd bl oo major disoopiice
cffcot an Irish mores, that a great deal of the currene social and idecdogical soafes
guo was no more than two or three centurics old, and thar native pracrices and
belicfz prior (o the evsny frelilis of 432/3 A D, had beon seriously ouwr of tunc
wilh g™ i n shorl, cthet untl guire recently the Irish had been bovend
the paie ol Gaol's providence, Small owonder that such 7 message did zoc
i posial

Fopally chvimes advantiges ailached o the alerngsive ol Clhiming Lhil the main
clements af Trish Jaw, O0d Testamen parallels and all, ware alreads in plage when
Pacrick came to Ircland end anly reguined faicly ovinar adapiazion, inocellasicon witl
the native lzarned esteblEshment, wo hring chem to pecfection in ol Tight of Chistan
tevelation. In praciice, this cnglbled the Charch o clainn wliinare sonriel aves &nd,
where necossury, modity g body of laws and insticution: aeared oo the soaial and
pelitical] miliew in which 3t had to operace. Atier all. in the words of ‘the Sexchis
AMar prodogue cilal in 3 above “the low of nalure had coversd much that the law
o che Terter bad ool reched®”
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Al the mare absrract Tevel of theory, this construcd made o possible o develog
A tnadive! listorical typoloey in which Christionily represenial (e naiural oo logheal
Fulfilment o pre-existing trends and craits in Lrish history and soeicry rather than
a rude intrusion from outside, The polentnly wancom foriable hocak berwacen the
pre-Christian, past wod the Christian prasent could rhus be minimised and the
integration of boch phases oo an esentially unitary mytho-hiscorical model
facilitzred. Soch o schieme inevitalily implicd a graifvingly lacge role for divine pri-
vidence in Leelard s porealeiciain hisrory. the substanial gecommodation of which
to chat of (g Tesizonent Bsreel conld oniy inercasc its officiency as a typulogical
precursur of (he Patvician serclerent. Pauline claims that God’s will coeld operaid
bevond (he cotfines of Teracl oven before Christ’s sppearuncs, meheval dociiiag
ahot the. divinely inspived Greck and Boman sybdls (emd of oh. 3, 12) and 20 o6
masde it possible 1o endow pre-Chardstian Lestuod with ceriaim rghienns kings, judges
and prophets, but & more liceral approach base oo Oai's allegsd contach with Moses
son supplemented this: The parallels beiwesn Trish and tiblical histoey wore oven-
tually cven sohiencsd e che puinl where the fwossiage promulgacion. of thelaw by
Mozes png Chrisd was echoed by adding & major Tegal assomizly under Cormas 1o
the one presiced owver by Panek, Tndeod, a combinaton of mythical interest in Lhs
remels pisl with The needs of historical trpology presumably accounts for the well
Ermen early Lish juriscic practiec of secking and often enowgh, o doukl, Inveniing
lewal precedents in the actions of mportant fizures from their pre-Pidsiesen "0l
Testament' (of. Binchw, 1952, 23; 1973, 4044

The age-oid inteasity and divine sanchon of moss ol Treland's socal and logal
syatem conid be thus be congenially assertel, o snajor advantage fnr clericsand their
aszacizre: being the wnse with which convemenl innosaiicns cnuld he given the
prestige of antigess by Seing slipped i (he pre Patician sanefiys. In offect, these
menzstivaily otterded men of letiers weere Treband®s firse narivists, cager to asseot
tireir cwn andd Therr patron: ' place ina wnigqec cultural continuem going back 1o Lhe
Befalesian tewision of Traland asd heyond to still mare distant Thracian ancesiors”
peripheral mvalvermiene in epoch-making biblical events: 5o dazzling iz the wrray of
e mnst international, up to dare and suthericative scholarship of the tme broaglt
fos Bl wpon whatever native materiols were wsel, amd sa bnpesing &5 (e comgnsitc
edifice se constructed, that @t conlioues 19 mesmense miodern counierpaits, whose
own tather less coherent mode] sssentially spbstiouies Celis and Deda Eurepeans for
Milzsians and Thracians cespeviively while asseiting gasly Chrisrizn  Ircland’s
peculinr abfimicies with ancient Iodia raher tha ancient Taracl.




CHAPTER FIVE

Kingship
and society

1. The almasr absessivie concerin of medicval Toish owreiters with kingship s
apparent from even the mest cursory glance at their licerary oaaepit, especially in the
fiecld of narrative, and clearly refleeta the pivotal role ascribed o monarchy in
pedivics, sociery aod the overell scheme of things. The main aim of this and the next
chapeer is to jdentity certain kev aspects of this ideological svetem and then o con-
sider their lizerery manipulasiion within the brogder contex: of a Christan socicty
with rools in o pag=m pisst.

A idrendy imdiciled odo B, 548), kingship ds an aren dnowhich miny scholorcs buwe
been partivubacly prooe i st Lhe conservatisrm of e mediseal Loish outloek, e
||;'1|:|-;:i|_|.|~, :_1L||"||.‘:|q:||-.‘:.': [ frgiEn -:|.1:1L‘|i|i-:_1r|.-~I and :|n,- wenk gy |,|r 1 dim I:_:hlln;|l_"\,' i|1||:|;_;|,:!.
Thug :il,q.:rlldil!g. s T‘l-_-,-l e i Lle Gremnng shapler ni “the Irsh srEp| ol ki_rlEsE’li;'-'
af Wa henk Frisk Eings ared Righ-Kings rhe reeords of fae & detailed preture of a self
ahenrbed society. at the same dime archaic and sophisticercd - a backwater
undisturibed by the mainstream of the Latin middle ages, oo which it paradoxicalliv
contributed a refteshing current of incelleciual liveliness and religious idezlism. The
primitive characteristics of Irish socicty. and in particular che archaie fearurcs of
[zizh kingship, find their neares: European parallels in pre-Chrstian Scapdinasyia®’
11973, 12}

The very ahundance of Ireh msterial seliing 10 kingship, e imparbanse af (he
ansliiubicn nthe Bible as weall as onomeadieval Ohristias Eerope as awhole, i he
exisiance of goramane sompaate dats From other Todo Faropssn socisiies makea i
a umicguely gocd platform for assesaing the interplay of pagan and Chostien Tasnors,
Tr scems appropriace toosacn By leoking-at possible or probabic Ccltic and Tado-
European antecedents

2, LEtemsive vomparaiive svidence clearly shows that the Odd Irish words Lor the
king and rhe hasiz territorial wnit muled by him, « and fiach respectively, both gn
rlght back throuph Common Celtic o lndo-Evropean protolorms (Srddes and
=rawed) with similar basic meanings (Rinchy, 19T, 3-8 MoCane, 1987, 11I0-F, 115-4,
142-d), Az paainced out carlicr (ch. 1, 71, precize phaneriz and varher Tess well defined
semantic correspondznees of this kind da indeed Smply same degree of continuwity
wirh rhe prehisoorie past. doae 2enrinoley a8 sueh i5 too vague a notion to be wsefel
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in the shzence of Durther specifics amd Inoany Gass does nel oresiuds signiltsal
intervening changy,

Muveriheles, there iy 0o shoriage o |'-:_'\-r||_'_'-:||;|li'.-|.-e v icienes indiciiies ol e
aoprecizble pazen Celie and nda-Borepessn inpu.l inlis the il Irsh. conger) of
kimgship, Fow instanze, (he Trish kiong's magonr Toseoans as lader onowar, presadear
cvar his gasemibled people o cldess and judee o lawgives, altheogh commonplace
encizgh, are ar least closelv parallcled in other ansiznt [ndo-Eorepeoan sozictics,
1arably thosz of the Hitries, the Spartan Greeks and the Romans (MeCone. | 9E7.
133-4).

At the hewrt of early Irich kingship theory luy the notion chera kingdom™s welfare
o ook the 2ol amd nidural spherys wis inlimalely ound vp with the sovergian’s
p_l:l}'!,'ig:::l. social snd mental comlicion, BMedieeal rsh Treraieres abounds chEsLITIE-
L0z el I|'i|:l||Ei|'-§ R, woae il '\,'I::-hi:il'_-.', wited weinl e, bz ol i %, lvesionk
ianed s o 0 Lhe *taewereiants irath' " or S Setber, Cooversely, olher passigess recond
Phe catastenphic ennzequences suclh as siile, bad weather, pestilence and Taming
liahle 1o result from the sdw Tacha or Ssovcrcign®s L', These ennecpra, swhich will
b further cxplored and ilustrated below, are tvpical cnough manifostations of so-
calied 'sacral kinpgskip®,

The sssence of this idecloey end institacicn, varioas Focms of which arnc
widespread amonp the peoples of the carth 0.2, Frankfort. (948, on ancicn: Egvpt
poet Mesgpoiamiag, is thas the monerch bas supecoacerel stiribuee:s a5 mediaror
betwesn Che s aod divioe worlds, Thes on pege 64 ol g collection of meny
sbtalinrs conrilbaticns cn Gacets o0 Vi epic enciled The spond Sirgshie James Tir-
e laies the biasie tdes ax Tollows; “as Lhe intermediary bedween the humean and (he
raaburitl crders, the supernstoral polency smhosled i the kingship Dows Through
ithisz appointed chanasl inin the body police escablishing @ shile of barmony,
aquilibrivm and beneficence in the integration of nacwre and socicey. [t is on rhis
basiz that the instituzion excrziscs a sacerdotal funation, and for chis reason that the
throne must alweawvs have a virile, healchy and alert accvpane, sinee the king. svim-
belising the community and irs trenseandental and temporel aspects. is the anifying
anil d ypamic cenlire™,

[0 seermy prodsahie than aosaersl kingstup along sech oes exised among Lhe pagin
Calrg and Teda F.u‘f&-|'||.-.’||'-~:. Fasan Cialishi helel @ he rrx:|||1L|éIIiI1E [y Llrh,'Ll':."I|
Judgements has alvcady hoan mentionted (el 4, 1), and Ty sarmewhal caliomg Hael
versiog of whar was proswmablv g parive aeenunt af the Claclish conguest oF Mocth
[zaly presenes ws with an ideal pegan Celriz mongrch Ambigarus who was tdis-
tinguished by both personal and public virtuc and fartune, sinez in his reign Gaol
wis o fertily in crops wnod men that the abundant muoltioede scomed scaracly abla
fa D ouled 0V, 34, 21 1o the broader Indo-Buropean contaxe Odysacy [9, 109- 14
proveides o glear deseriplion of the abundance of crops, tlovks and Fsh expeoied o
chirisigrive o qusl regn, and Calver!) Wilkins s vormpared Ol Iosh, Inde-lraniin
and Ciesk odara pointing 1o s leajure of Tndo-Doropsan caltore: o simpie bl
powecrtul etlical norican of riee Reles®s Trocl oo sl ansuraes e sociely s s
peaty, ahendanc: of fond, aod Fernliny, and protecticn Nom phagoe, calimy, and
chciny attask™ (1979, B, ef. Diline, (947, 3-Rand 1973, i6-8].

Criven that such notions e by na means aonfincg o Indo-Forepoan peopiles
(o.z., Frankfor:, 1948, 51 on Egvpaian el 'trath’, of, Waaner, 197101, this general
avpothesis needs the support of circumstzntial corcespondences that make it




KAIN{SHIT AN S0CTETY g

poszitle e rceensi il genetically signifcand delpils lnked tnav cveril] Celtic and
Indo-Eurepean deciineg ol kingshin along wilh s myvehical eealizsaiicns,

30 Ivis well known higl certain women are represensed in Trish lierdioes we che
wives of & considereble number of kings traditionslly belonming to diffesent genera-
Lions or even periods. The cvidence relating te twa particeolardy calebrated O ey
il this pantern, Medt of Crdachu snd Medb Lachdere, lus besn sssamhled by ()
Madille, wihu cites o scatzment in £4, e |he #ffoct that Medh |.ethdere would mor Tet
a king tnte Tara without his Being her spogse (1927, 127). Muteoaver, 'E Cathasaigh
remarks ol the similar Cichine Théels Mo, whe marzizs Cormae Mae At in Esnada
Tize Bucher bt appears as his grandfather Conm’s wifz ac the hew i nins of Echirg
At meie Cudnn, that “'in u treditdonel oneivormmiic text she i cxplicilly identified
with the sovercigny of Tara™ (1577, 31}, and lurither poin aut on the basis of o
comparizon betwosn Fvnugle Tige Bucher and Creehs Cnoc ox Clonn Lifie that fune-
tonally "'the Laginian Melb Lethderg (*Red-side”) #s eguivalent to the Laginian
Lthoe Thoebfoma ('Long-sale™y” (ibid., 770

In Bl Chiteiredd, wn arguably casly s of Tura’s kings cast in Che form of absensc
prephecics, variouy monerchs arc said (o 'drink’ the soversignty (Murphy, 1952,
14600, and femile symbols of soversignly are not infrequenily represenced as
bestowing & drink upon kings-to-be. For inslancs, in the prophbetic Tare king-list
eotitled Haife i Sodd a supernetural enthioned wornan deseribed as Soith Erene
b soversignty of Ireland™ pours a dreughr of red lHguor (derg- 0 uwirh) Trom i
witl ingsr i cupoand ker edmpanion then forctells the king to whont it is o he HEpr-
tromect, In Loliira mae rFvhach Avigmeddin a lig By o well suecessively offere
thirsty princely brothers a deink in recurn Sora Xiss bl is resoffed, Hwever, when
their hall-brohes, the furwre king ol Tara Nisll Nolgialkich, has interaourse with
Rer, ahe s transivrmed into & hesocilul maiden and hkens herself to rhe
sovercigaty” (Pewhins), Similarly, inoa iale recounted in e Anazpan the Firmcss
of namcs’ Daive Daoimtheck’™s five sonk, each named Lugaid, encounter in twrn a
hideous, flthily elad ol woman in & well appoinied howse cosiainng e (e, bus
all excepl Lugaid Laigde refuse her slvances, However, when | ugaid sleeps with her
shig 1x irensformed inco a henotilul meidenand staie. mizer in flgithing 5 geifiihar rizp
nErang vofd '] am e sovereignty, and the kingship of lealend will Ba nlbiined
Fromu you® (Seokes, 1R91, 318-21). Morcaver, rhe very name AModlh (= TAideynegd
is & femivine derivative of s’ mend’ (= “mea®a) and must onee have i e
somzrhing like ‘mead-woman' (cf, O°Rahilly. 1943, 15),

Aa Murphy recognized (1937, i4344), cescnsially the sume configwrating
of elements aceurs in Aristotle®s account ol the Greek fouridizion of Massilia,
present-day Marscilles, on the sourhorn copst of Geul (Rose, 1488, 430 =
Ewicker, 1934, 2-3; latin version Fustings XLHE 5, %11 = Zwicker 95
Aveurding o this the Giregk colonists arrived Jusl s the Tocal Cinulish king’s
davghler was sbous re cloose a husband b offering him a drink. She duly choss
rhe Girgeks” leder, they married snd (heic son's descendirmis supposcdhy sl live in
Massiliz. Uhes looks very much like o Massiliote assimilanion ol a native Gawlish
MR 2o aceounl (o Greek soveieignly uver a ity stare bordering on cheil tarritny,
It =0, the antion ol @ king's daoghier frgosmicting sovercigiy Ly the man of ho
choice by profforng him a drink prioe 1o marriage and thus cstahliching a dynestiz
line is clearly artestod srnong the pagan Ciants iy well gy the zarly medieva! Irish. The
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highly creemsrantial cerresponlences mvalved point sfrongly in common Cellic
inherite.

Thess features conform o well ariested but by oo means nhiguitows varey of
sueratl kingship centrine rouml a so-called fierps gedies o fliacred marcig x
helwestr the king and i eoddess held to embody the territorial sorereigniy {2f.
[Hnehy, 1970, 11-2), Rather than the king being vicwed simply as a xol i bis own
-ight, &5 in pharaonic Egypt, divine power i supposed 1o How through im by
eans of iotersiearss with-a deity, o zexel svinbolism apposite Lo (he merarchy's
feeundating fnction that has been discussed in rhe seeend part of Frank fort’s book
{1048y with refeénce to encien: Mesoporamia: Evidence for o heerogamous searel
kinastuz v ancient Ireland has besn assembled and disewsed by de ¥Vrics (1961,
235.47), and it is in this lighi thar numerous women gssociarcd with i ncd
Kirship it carly Irish lteraiuse arc commonly reterred tnas sovercignty goddesses'.

Just 22 the Gaulish prizncess s Ariscotle™s tale preferred a srranger whom she Brancd
never soen before Lo Jocnl suitsis, 50 too gre the Tulure spouses of kings olien rege-
sented dn early Irish literature 25 spurninge wdvances ncarer home For love nf their
hitherzo wosesn mtended. For instance. a0 1he beginning of Toged Mrddve Da Derga
the fair Dradn encourmered “fad che sdie of (he well™ (.21 by king Bovlsaid Feidlech,
wha is immecinlely smitten with her, is «0 umabashed by his request (o <deep with
her e toostnte that this is precizely whal she hag come for {IL 48-9 Alter elling
him her nane and pedigree. she continues: T have been here or Dwenty years since
b owags b i che sid-moursd, The men of tae sifmound, Sorl kings and nakrles,
wsking far me, but it was nol gol From me because | have loved vou with o child's
forve aimen T was phleto Lk on aceount of vour grasl repataiion and your splencie,
and. T have not sesn you before and [ orecusnized veou Dmmedistely by foor
appearsncs, I is you that 1 have come for then™' (1L 52-7) Similarly, agvording to
Coir dAmmanea, “Eogan the Great (epenyrmeus ancester of the Mupsier Foearzsat
Wenl 10 Epain an a visit, The kinge ol 2pain ac that tine was Lber the Circat sen of
Sidng, Cowan, then, met with geest alTectinn in Spain on thid jowreney. The king,
then, kil a nohle onmarried deughter al thar time, Bera daughier of Bk her name,
A she had given Jove in absence (grdd domigise) Lo Cogan Bfnre he went into
Spain. Engan, then, ook tue maiden thereafter and she hon: hine distinguished o T
spring, namely o wondrous son Adlill CHomm woc (wa daughrers, Souithoiam wnd
Caimell their nemes'” (par, 3]

A& serikingly similar consteliation of mofs is foumd i the first piece of Sansksil
licerature cead by many learners, namely the Npfosdklydng ar Mala episede Toom
the vast epic Mahdbhdraca (3, 33, 110, Stmulated by repods, the handsnme,
eruthiul king Sala and king Bhima's beauliful daughter Damavantd Gall i love with
cach other unseen (adrsra-kdnrg: 53, 16), Correetly diagnosing his daeghiees pining
condilion, Bhima decides to summean royal sultors so thal she can makc her own
chuee of hushand (svavar-vara; 54, 9). Nala is obliged o plead Four gods’ suile
swfpre Damavann, bur she revpuenizes him as the otiect ol her Inve and promize:
o choose him an the gssembly. Hosever, the podls assume Nala's agppearanse.
Confroneed by Fve [ouk-alikes of ber beioved amizist the bosof suitors, Damaydnt?
induccs the mods (o revesl themselves by uitermg a pumber of truths (s 57,
[3f.). chooses Mala with cheir blessing and fiars iz him. Nala's happy reign is
characterised e ©ight and dus custom (eharmeg 57, 423 8: well as religious afferings.
which sipntficantly include the famous sovereigney tireel of asve-meniie or 'harse-
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st liee’ (57, 45, see 4 below ), His union with Damayadng prodoces 2 son Indrasena,
i danghier fidrascend and geacval peaspgerity e his “rreasece Tillad land Dvopsp
syidnd vasu-dhaytt (57, 42-3).

Soine ycars later be loses his kingdom and possessions in a dice game, and in
deranzoment sbandons his witcs As MacUoeell pais 5, “many and siciking are the
similes with which the poot daclls an the oricf and wasted fosm ol The pripeess o
her separation trom her husband. She s ke e eowns waon™s slemder onsees!
cihzryred By Sicd olowdy in the sk ke the Setus-flower upracted, off porciedd ang
wethsred By the zur) ke the pollid nizhs, wher Rakue hos swallowed ki the davkered
eitcener. Mad, meanwnle, eanstormed ineo o dwarl, fos become chariooesr to the
king of Chedls. Damayam® al B beass news lenline her to suspect her husband's
wicrealauts, She gecordingly halds aat hopes of hee band 1eothe king of Qudhb, on
condition of his driving the disrancc o 20 miles oo Kundiise o single day, MNad,
goting as his chariotzer, accomplishes the fear, and &5 rewardead by the king with the
secret of the highesoskill in dicing. Reoeognised be his wife i spite o his dizgnize,
he cezaing ki oo Jormn, He plays again, and wins back kis lost kingdaom, Thios after
veurs ol wdventure, sorrow, and humiliation he i= at last reunited with Damayantr.
wilh swhorn b apends the rest ol hts doys in happiness™ (1900, 208).

Aannng Inde-burepesn literatures the choice of a husband b2 king®s daugheer.
psually ooi the Basis of iguds 01 ocleals, s oot confinsd to che allcoediv archaic
perigherics inhakized Be Celisand Tendos gede 1, T4 1 Gresk myvchelomy an obvioss
Fioure of this type is Tasuws' flact-foored daoghies Abalia, oulromning and then kil-
ing her snitors until detcated by Melanien theouel showing down jg prek v the (hres
oalden apples he had strewn in hae parh (apnllodaros 3, & 20 Penelope’s auiriboles
and bekaviour in the Odysscy are soll more vevealing and will e disgusied Halpw,
Damayantt’s acts of truth to winnow the fowr falsc Walas from the true oo ikewize
cumslibe A lesi, as dues Che Pept of chariod driving she demande Later. In Trish cradi-

ion The sexoally semibolic chiariolesring jests contronsing & would-be king of Tara

auvcerding (oo e 5 Chonoded Mdir hove besn described ecazlior fch. 30 47 and will
lgure again near the end af (he present secticon. The chellenze of making love to
an ar firar 2ight wely hag has a similar mpord, and in Eofites Aive meic Cwing the
future king of Tara, Art, st gooon a dangerous gaest and slioy Tieres supermgiural
adversariss to win his bride-to-he's hand {of. 1 Carbasaigh, 1977, 27-8h

Indian svapemvers o7 "own chodea” is generally held oo vepresedt an old ype af
tmasriiee wmongsl the Sseiriee caste of kings end warviars (c.g. Woeeler, 1905, 55,
r. 130, Lhe upening chapier: of the Nola episods providing the best evidencs for this
sttt dn fently paaribinggr sovieties like thase of ancient Iralend. Greooo of
ndia, ok ro rgention the ancesiral Tnlda-Europeins themselves, it would be scranoe
indeed iF che all-imgarrant Kingbip werz (200 iterally in che 23t of a mere woman.
Seranger still, perhaps, Mal the Kivg®s daoghier sndowesd with such a privilers by
hier peaple should normally e expzesad 1o sefect 3 ~iranger =he had neves el eresy
on Before, as impliad By the Tndian and Trizh teadirioms of r.lr..'lr.:.'.!'.'r feevracr ned e
domaiie cespectively, Onthe whele, this herdly leaks like & real insoceine, nbsalere
ar atherwise, in the societies concerned. Given Stig Wikander™s demensioaelini that
diving  Tunciions wnd confipuretions may be transforred to herocs ig the
Mahdkbderals (1947, oT. Dumegl, 1970, 4-3), Male and Damavyant! may be suspected
ol careving The imprass of anjechelvpal soversianty meth, as wus sogued in the case
o Acarotle™ gimilardy cdhemenioed wycounl on |he sieemprih of the menifes:
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connaction of the relevano fearvres with “sovercignty poddess” rvpas ineanly Trish
litereturs.

Disguise ur concailment and subszguent trensformation or revelation ace cssen-
tiwl imarwiivnts of this mych. being sl discerniible o probable madecn folkoale
terivatives ke (hesiory ol Cinderella or thet of the free-prince as recorded by the
Bt biers Carnmnd (el the femarkys on their version of ‘the poliden bird® belosw), 1o
early Teish litzvarure the Ssovergignly gnddess! may b hidden beneath wn umneiciog:
cErcrion o he transtarimied |‘:_',- asscsciatiel with ber destine:d “iyetl hushamd,oas dn
Fetrra iroe nEckach ."-'i':-rl'll._:m.“.r.l'.':irl.' and the i Armoen siary ol the Lugaid
brothers abave: Near the beeinning of Dy 57 Clnaaaed Maic king Pierseel ol ima's
mete, the si-freguenting herdswoman Mes Bldachaliz, is desciibad zs Targe amd
repulsive ol asoecd, bur @ functonally egquivalent alternative version in Thgoedl
Hregedee L2 Decgg mekes her o regally born and beawtiil scamatiess hiddon away
in i ot with ondy g ckelihe by cowhesd fosterers until discovercd by Etorscd]'s oo,
broveghe 1o Bimcand maised e her proper’ stetus by mecriage oo the king, whose
prrevious lack ol alfsprmg s remeliesd oy the birih of 4 son, Conire (par. 3-81. In
the tale Froon e Asseeds, the woman s conlromied with Jive Logaids just as
Dramayantl must choose horwosn Five Salas, b e bollcises (he irug soouss 35 ulli-
mately discloscd. Due allowance being made for the meersion al sexes anil e
unfavourable evtcome. a siill more seriking Trish anzlague of |Xarvavanii's dilemm:
15 prowided by Tochsrare Etarme (111, 15-9), in which king Eochaid digs up the s
ol L whrich his wife Ciain has been abducted by Midic and is promised satisfac-
tan, When conlronsd by Gy look-alikes, he is confident of roecognising the rzal
Frisin Frorn ber skill inserving drink but unwittingly selects & daoghter born after
Fheir seprinEh i,

frish Bieraturs teads i focas apeen the Bepaficn] irpnsTommudion of the woman
on contact wich hor dastined spouse, Bun Eedfeg Aier aeeae woncd does depiol Conn's
distress at the loss of his wife Eithney “and che dearh of bisowile by heavily wnh
him and impinacd upon him o such an exrens thar he creld nol anldse ar goeesn
the kingdom or the sovereipnov' (pavc 2. While the Malz episode desorilbes (he
heruine’™s lowesick  condition prior to obraining hze peaper hdshband, gisare
erniphiaszy b plisced apon (ke adverse eitecss of subsequent scparation upon hoth
praarltdnd, tdernely Thnoeant’"s phesicil and mental deterioration ss well g5 Mala's
dechive Troem esagoileenl king o menial dwazl, Howsver, these are merely opposite
sides ol the same oo amd Darmpyanii’s resognilion and their ceunion restore both
o former glooy.

The markedly -:q_ti.l'll:“ tottniabions ol Bloaoman in the the 8ddidle Weish
Mabiiozi. cepodially the fivst hranch Mewl! Peadsliae Do {ed, 1 hornsen, 1937,
heve been emphasised by Alwven and Brinloy Beocs: “arvigmally Bar aaindg may hive
manl “Grean Chiven’ andd she ds ropeatedly azsocizoed with horacs, Wienmegly docimcd
giilly ol desiroviog herochild, she iz oblized to sit by the horseblock ready 1o carry
visitnes o her back Jo the sourl, After disaopearing in Liwyd's magic farrress, her
puizlaenr 15w have The culbirs of asses, aller they heve been cacrving bay, atout
her neck. Forthermnore, the loss amd recovery ol her son is linked wich che birth of
aoolt which s Taccr given 1o e whien bes o i remirkable anleres | in borses il
(in the Fourth Branch) his acecprance of 4 gift of hovses o thie prelods e bos deadh®?
(1961, 45 oiven the ritaal significanec of the horse &5 & semibal of snversigisly o
Celic and seme other Inde-Evropean cuwlrares (sce b halow), i secms veasoaalils o
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look for other diagrostics of the goddess or women of sovercipnoy in Bhianann's
cemreseatation. wod indeed chesc acon Boecome gpparent .,

T bezin with, the unmarricd king Pl frsl spies ber on horsebuck when sitccing
um g el (geesses neas his court in expectatne ol womdroos sight (nosedaws,
[ 19k Adter various of his followers heve failed 1o calch ber on different ooes-
aiong, Pyl Dimzell vides aller ber and succecds it getring her o owail Tor him (00
2053-740. Her heainey ia peerless (1L 278-80, &od s gioeasn sanfliow peel o welsed
giraet @ WorWEE @ pwrale 3 oweth 3 S A7 like that of DamisvantT abhows or a
manifest [rish sovercignty figure ke Rl waitinge for kizg Eochaid at the well a)
the bepinning of Tegall Srafdne Do Derpo (e, 1, 438, orwth cdcli 0o AEaim, odamn
cdoh oo REt2iv). Like Elgin (see gbove), she has resisted sioposals neiarer home [or

v 0l king shie has never seen befors: theshiod cevand 1 haed wis 10 4oy and ses
soan . - Dam Rhiaonon daaehoer of Henevd Hea, and T am being given te o man
against my will, And 1 ke net desired any man, z2md clar Cor love ol vou (gc a5y
FURRELE fnlen i gwr, g harap ot parver i), and Towill o dasice hirn even now
urless youw refusz mecAnd i s Mnd ool your gnswer conzerning that 1hal 1 have
come' (U, 282-8).

M ow Feast segop vear thenos to unile the pair Pwyils rash penerosior coables Tis
rival Guawl o clpim Bhiznnen Teom Bog, ang Bhidnnon announecs & feast afler @
Ciertbwer vear, ostensibly to wed Guaw] bt really 10 secuce Payils iriumph by means
af a rose, Vhis invulves Poyll’s appearance at the cefebralions Jisguised as 8 beagar
g wiseow Sratfau frws pavdanaw @ orue Pusll, o chounews Nogpgoey mawe om ¥
drager, 11 360-T) rooreques] (he (il oF 8 magic Bag, The impossibility ol tilling this
cnables Tasll o bring Clepwl to the bag end tip him in, whersnpon Pwyll's men
appear and Pwyll casis ol T his bewear's tags (@ Surw ¥ Frafioy o' Soooamen o'
vepei! didesodl y amdeniaw o v e, 1L 378911 Subszquenely Gruaw! s lenaily
beuten into submission and gives up hisclaim on Khiannon, whe then marsizs king
Foyll amad eventually Dears Dime a sonc Pawll's begearly disguize afier losing his
intendsl bride (or the firar time and priov to regaiving her and revedling himeel? is
uganily reminissent of Odyssens®s basic behaviowr 10 be considered Below and
arguahly presents us with o somewhat rationalised Celiie relles ol the king's
transformation i soch sireamstances

This comulative dossicr oF correspondences, some of thenn goite cirenmsianiil,
between Ircland or Wales and Indis coeaces & strong prosunposizion 1) @ shired
[ado-European foundation i wwaived. However, chis hypochesis wouid be greatly
strengehened by compearative darz Troon Che garly Bterature of a third braonch at Teasr,
which briogs vs o king Odwsscws zand hiz queen Penelope in Homeric Greck opic,

Vb Dslyeaey depicts g situation in which the hern's long delayed return from Troy
bias des L his being, in effect, doclared missing, presomed dead, 1o COnseguEnss
naliles Crom Odyesens” own dsland kingdom of Trascs acd sumne nearchy tersitories
asscinirle tn feass avd gwail hizs quesn Penclope's sclocrinn of i new hushand
Pooclope's famed  proerastiodion made kers oo quite ahanrmally  drswo-gul
swavarivarg, 5o moapeak, o the soorse of which the roval houschold and kingdam
were being stzadily impoverished Sy her soiters’ nocorious grecd and nishehaviner,
obdes disqualifiontion: Tramn kingahip el are consisoencly condemnad barh in the
Culyssey wndd in similer zarly Trish licerary conlexts (se= 4 below). Moroover,
Femelngg. miskes the signitficant cizim thar her s physicil sod mentel stace
derevicrated Team [he very day thas her bzband feft he Joosal fur Trov: "“for the
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pads who possess Olynipus destroved my beaily (aplziEny From when ke wenl in
hollow zhips™ (14, 180-1) and "Lurveechos, iadeed the immoctals chesi rayed my
axcellence, Toim and statars (eresdn ofds e ddmar se) when the Argives embarkad
for Ik and my husband went with rhem. Tf he should come and lock after my
lite, my fame {kides) would he greater and fairer in thae viee™ (18, 251-5)

M. Odvssey thus vividly and consistently portrys Hhe land of Ithaca dod ils

snvercipnoy, mow vesied in his wiiz Penelope, Bpaeishing inorhe absence of their
ipheful lord Oahessens. heneloge is, of courze, explivitly represcnted as a moctal iv
the epic {e.g, 5, 2175 However, it seems gquite reasciahle o assume thar she is e hes
a subemerioed sovercicnty poddess or his sttacied the key antobutes ol such @
fgure by wiring of et Tole in the myth exploited by the Odvssey, This fnctinn may
heln jo explain corrain aspects of her behaviour after Odysseuz"s clamlzstin airival
in Hhaica Lhar have soruck modern commentators a5 bizarre or irealiosl

(3,4, Kirk has argued on the strengtl of apparent inconsistenyies in the plor**thar
an earlicr vorsion, in which the coniest was arrangesd to Mol callusion hetaeen Rus-
hand and wife, has besn exicssively but inadegeelely remodeied by the Iarge-scle
composer™ (1965, F77). Supporl 9 wought in Amphimedon's undervearld resums
of events in the Foal book: “hat he with manifond canning bade his wifs sl up 0
baor and grey oo fon the suitars™ (24, 167-8) Vhis, hawever, s scarcely IT s
tent with dhe main narrarive’ sversion, in which the idea of the test to g 8 newe
hustband i5 Penclope’s but her disgirised confidant Owxdyssens provides srrong
enicoragement (19, 570-87), AL mesl this might imply & virdanl inowlich Odysicus
first pur the idea into Penelope's head, hut it docs not fullow that he had revealed
hirsetf 1o her beforeband,

Kirk finde suppor! Tor iz conrention inthres of Penelope's zetions and one of
Odyeseus’s in (he main narvative: ©Firse the odd episode ar 18, [38ff., where che
i3 inapired by Adhene tn act provocatively towirds the spipors and =0 become ‘more
honeured (hian kefare by her husband aod son®, 17 Odyssous had not yvel reveiled
himsell, his narural reection to chis pecformance would be one of resent Mul suspi
cion; instead we arc told that he 'rejoiced hecavse she was elicidng gills from them
pod charming their heart with semhing words, bue her piind way cugoer e wcher
dhings, ndes 86 ol @t mremoding, Secondly, Odvizeus’s insistence in the next book
thist iT his foet are o be wished by a servant it muse be by un aged ietainer, This
aliost incvitably means Poryeieia, who will certainly recewnise his scar. That s
wharin fact happens — vel L35 not whar Odvssews s deproied as wishing oo heppen,
for he turns his face ivro the shadow and feics Puryeleia may rocognise him, Whiy
then did be s carelully specify an old reteinert Probahly, afeer all, for the prevse
purpose of being recngnized and so declaring hirrsedl o Penclope during chedr me:
turnal . conversation. Thirdly, Penclops™s announcement of the toal of the how &
the emd nf thar conversation, This s utrerly illogical. Evidence has becn
acirnlating all thet day thet Oulysseus i3 near ar hand, She rmay ont helicve
Lelernachus, Theoolvmenus, o the disguised Odysseus, bul she hiss jusr related to
the last af thess & dresm which ¢learly portends the very sume Ching - that her hos-
hand is near aned will desicoy he soiters. Admitcedly she thinks this dream may be
falsc, but it waould be welcome to ier and Telsmachais iT 0 ware not, She covisisss
the possibilily, then, thar it Is not false; o why does she procced in the very nex
line, appucently withnour special Teason, w announee & contest which will resull
her immediale acacpranse by one of thy suitors? © o Lastly, when the suilons have
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Failed o string the bow. Penelowe herself insises ar suepeising length rhat O shnuld
e given to Cudyssens o try - & poorly motivated insiscence it ghe really theoght him
a begenr'® (ibid, 176-7).

Ax repards the second point gbove, Odyssens™s manitest antipathy cowards the
Lnahly youny lentile sloves who punder to the suitors (344-53 200 provides an ade-
cugie relive Coe has regues) Do g sensibiy old womman oo wash bis Peed, wod ooe
!rliE'II 'L.i:al.':-l'la'.’!-|_'.- SE[HICL & BT ol sl peEie i b available 10 (he paite,
Furveleia's seloctinn s indzed inewirzble inotecoms of the plor angd leads 1o
mermesiable seene, har chene i oen weed tooposin an garliee wersion i which [his wiss
deliberarely engincered by the heros As tn che fingl ifTicalie, Oadyssens ligs already
misted Peneclope into belizving bim to 2e, despite is prosent wnlferiunate eondition,
a Creran of kigb rovel Sirth, sen of Deucalion and arendson of Mines (19, 172-81},
g pedipree thal would 2ive oim every rigat to sue for ber hend. Thet B2aves the first
amnd third arpements, whish bring us back to the posited sovercianoy myth of Todo-
Luzsupeust origins,

Crocsgerivial i Tl adler bos lomg g bsence and wanderimes Odvssens g firs: tails
o recnzhise his hame throcgh the indervenimon o Alhene (13, 1EE-Z35), who then
reveals all (236360, helps hin o stevws Tis Dreaseres (351900 aml inoander i give
himn the advantaze of swepriss owes T donterens anemigs makes fm o usn
uncecogniseble to his oen people by magieallye changing oo ntnea decrepin and Al
clad beggar who will iodcatly conzor with the lowly swinchord Eumacus (392-438].
Alter teipg brigily restered by Atheos o his froe regel appearencs so chat his son
Petermachus, whie s fost relurnel Fem Sparia and Pelos, may recoznise him (10,
F34-3200, Crlvsseis resurmes His buse begparly misn {452-9).

Uhre Tl iog mcming Pelsmachos sets ol visil bis mother io cke pelace and
huds the swencherd Tellow Tuler with Chivsezis, THaving  besn sncevries] by
Telemachua's tidings and the Argive seer Thanchanenus's prophecy thist Oy
iz glrezdy in his native land and will bring woee o the dwitors (17, B4-1A%), Tenslnge
seeks tidings of the stranger wha has by aow 2ecived dovecognised o s s hoase
(402-340). The "odd cpisede at 18 158 FFF follows immediarely wpeenn Odyszens’s
victory in single combet over another begear. Suddenly minded by Athonc o eppear
befors ihe suiiors, Penslope sxperiences a magical cestorstion of the beauty
impairsl by ber hoshined™s depariure tesndy veazs age (180-13 "then the noble god-
cless (A hang]) wieve her insrnorial @ilts su thal the Achaeans miche behold heo. First
she purified her fair countenance with moomoriad Begu iy soch ag marlended Aphrodice
is ancinred with whenever she goes 1o the Tovely danee ol the Cirgees; and she misds
her teller and fuller wo behold and made her wlhiner than sawn teory™ (19080, W e
Peneiope appears befors them, the suicors are duly filled with longing For frar Teauty
(212-3. Eurymachus adoiring her *'sinac vou surpass (ethed) soamen in foom and
staure and Ralanced mind within (efdds fe midpeilids fe laéd plivdnas dudox elas)™
(-t she then bnnds gl her reicdiness (o memarcy aod, to the still disguised
Chilysseas's delight, shaes e sellors oo wiving e Goe wilfos (250-3051,

s Biard® 8 eoinerdens thial Odvssens's Drsl inlervies wilh Penslope begins oy
gppbring o her che Gamoas somile ol the Papandity of o righieons kiog's role (2
ghawve): “findeed. vowr glasy reaches beoad heavern, like tha ol some noble king
wha, roling god-feannely among many sabvart mea, wpholds vighreous judgements
Lerathrayy, end through (hish well-doing (ex suergesi®s) the black caith bears wheart
and bicley, wnd {rees are heayvy with truit, and i breeds unfeiling livestock, and the
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sew provides Tish, and the people fars well (prerda) by him® (19, 108-14). Finally,
the beggar Odysscus’s pradiction of her buskadd's nmminent fetuen (19, 261-216),
Euvryeleia’s stifled recognition of the hero (34% 502y and a dream clearly portenching
Chdvssaus's arrival and slenahter of the swilnrs (336-09) is followsd oy Penelupes
“ptierly Mogical” decision o macry whoever should be able te siring U lsssns s
heva and shoor an arrow from 6 theoueli owelve sxes (570-810 Uhis lest 15 as
unimisteleable o svenbol of ghallic penecration gs the reguirement o S2e ST Chanad
Mair (Cravnom, 1912, 134, 138 9 rhat a succsssiul aspirand ta [be Daa kingship drive
= chariot through (he opening slid hotwaen tae smones 10 b hes axle against a third
known s Bl or the “sponc penis”. Like Copaire inothe ealy Trish talze, only
Onfypssens succecds in passing the test o cueslion, alter which he reveals his troe
wlencity po all, slays che suiterz wndd b= restored o hiswife and kingdom.

[rrational though Penelope's bebavicwr may szem i cormes of normal hummas
maolives, it conforms fully o the inner dynamic of the oype of soversizmiy myrh
already idenrified from eacly Irish and Indian sources. Viewed in this light, the
association of 1he improvernent v Penclope's looks and spirits wich Odyssces’s as
yor unepprecizied armval 1o the palacs and victory in 4 brawl would be guite
deliberide, while ler dezizsion o e up the test o find ber male wonld constituze an
entitely ppprapriaie o oven incvitablz rosponss Lo che seaunulaling premonitions
of Chlvssens's return and revenge. O this level Penelope Nuncricns as a barometer,
s loospeak, for Odvsseus’s progress; her sedden blossoming i3 4 subconsciou:
responsc to her roval husbend s proaimily and a prefigeration of his ultimale sos
cess, which is encompassed (ool the challenge she is inspiced (o impess.

Tomy wife, Kathurine Simone, | ows an explicic reference to a very sirniticcly con
ditinned cmpathy in i Grinves” fairyrale replee with sovereiznly syiholism, “the
goiden bird " (cer goldene Fogal, no. 37 in the 1960 Winkler edition), This els how
the lowly rezarded youngest of & king's three sons evendoally sucoceds ona quest
whers his twao depraved brothers had failed, thos sequiring & golden bird, a geldea
hose ancd, by a kiss, & beaatiful princess. Adter abmost killing him, the brothers sieal
wrict brinig rhese treesures to their Eather aoudst great rejoicing, “'but the borse did
ncal-ean, the bird did nor sing and e minden sac and wept {ober das Piend, ois fnos
miche, der Vogel, der pillF wichs, ued dle Turgfran, die sass wed weinfe)' (ibid.,
3271, Subseqguently the youngest son manages to sip into che palice disgoised as
pauper: “no one recognised hing hure che bird began te sing, the borss began In cac,
and the beputilul maiden stopped weeping. The king asked inoasionizhment “what
does thal mean?’. Then the maiden spoke: “Lden™ koow why, bor Twas so sad aod
now Larm so lappe. T fecl 250 my righthul bridesrown had come (fok weiss 25 wichs,
ahgr ich wae g0 traurip, wnd nun bin foh so friflich, B8 ar puy, aif wire mein rechier
Briwtipom gekommien) " ikid., 325). Then sheiold all, the wicked brothers wers
execaied, “hut he {the voonmestd was maried o the beaoriful mpiden wnd
designated the King's helr (er aber ward adr der soforen Jurgfraw vermdnll wad sl
Frlen des Kdnies besiinim1'”

It could, then, be arweed (bl (he Odvssean poet, far frem Faibing 1o rewnrk an
assumed protalype aliogeiher nearly, has achieved a bighly effective coitnierpoine
i the person of Penelope borwcen & behavicur pittern wonditinned by the sevlised
conventipns of a soversignoy mwih preswmably Benwn e his audience ool 4
pevihologically realistic porrraval of the dilffdence and pessimism natural aller jwo
devades of repeatedly frustrated expectatiens. (7 a0, thesc striking ancient Gresk and
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Tarer German paraliels wich the Celtic and Indian material considersd above provide
viral Tuither points of comperizon to correborate the hypothesis of o sieniticant
[ndo-Eurnpean corc.

4. The integrating fenciang characteriztde of a sacral king in relasion (o socety and
the world about him kes alveady been referred o (2 above). Furthermone, o risther
Wistinstive ripartite represencation of this process seems to typify the cultic praciives,
il el sums wmd mythical or historical narratives ol varous Indo-European penples,

F'ex bagin with, there is widespread literary and linguistic evidence for a hasic Tndn
Furapuan meliiudonal dichotomy berween the ®orses or “Minnerbund® and the
ewtd ooe hiibe’ (MiCone, 19877 of. 19864, 16-22). Fhe Formess was an itinerant
werewall sociely of Iyvpicilly vouthful, aristocratic and as vel properisless anod
eomartied  warrior-hunizrs  {Yyqben-es or 'Fr}'uhj::-ﬁ?.ﬁ' “wauths™,  Smigriooy
Uillers™, TWiENIT or HukFos Uwolves™) who fought on faot with javelin anl
siicld, the latter a propertied and presminentlyr cactle-owning community of alder
married soldicr-farmer howseholders (*sover-ey) who may heve beoon divided hy
birth and weelth into & veoman infantey { Feiheds) and o cheriot-borne arisiooracy
(e rer-ex) culminating in the king (r2%-5). A third awee grade was constituted by the
elders (Fwewdy and Sgerfyone-es), members of (he *ewed bevond military age whe
were apparently charsed with various advisory, jedicial snd rolizious Funcrinms
(McCone, 1987, V25 aml 134],

[ ig clear from Livy's historicising account of Rome’s first fuur or se-called pre-
Erruseen’ kings thar the vigorous Romulus essencally embodies the wildness
{ferocitas) of the Mannerbund’s ivvertus, the eldeily and pacitic Numa the juridical
and religlous conccing (esiiiy religloguel of the seneiis, and the stern Tullus 2
roory dutiful epproach (e 1o wirfare appropriate to the soldier-farmers of the
progrelies, These thres secoessive stages culminare in Ances, who combines his
priedecessurs’ (ualitiss in 8 reign marked by sucoess and prospericy of the state or
civiips gy o whels inowar and peace. This mytho-kistorical pactern rephicaies o cultic
aune. Thus ol angient republican Rome's most prestimious priestly quarter the fgmen
Auirinatis wis devoled o o wer-god intimarely Jinked with Romulus, rhe flueses
Marrialis i the soldizr-licmers® deity. and the famen {Nalis to the wisc father of
the gods, while the ser sporifionfis provided rhe ritual continuation of the farmc
kings® sovcreign integating role fLivy 11, 2, 1) MeCone; 1987, 127-35).

In connection with the last ol these Dumézil draws artenlion to “'the remis, the
regln denins, on the Forum. In the historic period, the #ex and the regine do not
live chere; the regia is cascnrially the department of the oraind ponli (T, who bas taken
unle himself che most active par of (he rsliFous heritage of the king. Bt it still
rerraaine:, inoname, the “houss of the king', and rituals Jike that of (e Opigher
Huorse, oo the Iles of the first month of awcuemn, make sense onby if the segde, which
holds an imporiznt plige in them, is ondersiood in chis Fashion'™ (1973, 189-20).
Franz Schirnder long ago (1927 connected this equine szeriiice in Rome wich similai
frucrifying rituals invnlving horses in Norse, Greek, Indiun und Irish sources, and
argucd for their ariging g sexually symbelic Tndo-Europesn saerifios to seoure the
Tecundity of a king’s reign, a5 is pecticularly apparent feom ke Irish, Indian and
Crecrnamic evidlence (Dhavidsan, 1948, 54-63,

b Irish institution is known nnly from che somewhat keperholical pan of the
Pwell h-century Giraldus Cambrensiz: “thers is, then, in the nochern andd Turlbsr
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part of Ulster, among the Cenel Comanll to ke prosise, a certain people that is wont
to eppoint o king for itaclt by an sxvessively barbarous and abpmninikle rice. When
the whols peaplc has been mathersd ogether, @ white horse (osmeafus cokaigum]
is broyeht into the midst. Whereapon he who is 1o be elevaled not into 2 chie? (f
principent) but inte a beast, ool oo a king {ie reger) bul info an outlaw (fa
exlepent), approaching bestizlly in the presence of ally, no less impudently thian
improdently declares himself too 2o be g benst, And when the animel has been Eilled
frrchwith nod Boiled in picees in warer. @ bl s prepared Tor him in the same warcr,
Sitting in thie, he himself cats of those meas brought to him, his propie slinding
roend and sating with him. He alao guaifs and drinks of the broth in «hech bz ig
wrashed nol fenm somes voseal, oot with bis hand bue just with his mouth sl arownd.
When Uese things have been thus varried ouc by duetite, not righe, bis kingship and
lordship have heen confirmed (regawem ifius ef dominiued esfoenrfirmiamy’”
{Topopraphia Hibernico 3, 23), A probable narracive sunvalent of this tiual i
supplisd by the Cdir Azmeana tale of the five Lugnids, in which Lugeid Lajede's sex-
ual-cneounter with che woman of sovereignty wis preceded by his caprure and von

sumption of & fawn (Ideg), from which one of his brothers made a feest [Fees] Tor
fhem {Stokes, 1891, 3189, The basiv sigoificance of felr in such remal conlexis a8
e Fein Temea or Feasl of Tare has besn well hrought our by Carney: e s he
vertal moun of foeld ‘eeps, spends the night ' hence foiy la moa’ meuns 1o sleep
with dor;, Lo marry} a wamen’ " (1955, 334,

The velehration of the asvaoredihe after Mala®s sueosssful womng of Tameyant
i already boen mentioned 43 above)d, and 8 study by Jaon Pabvel eompares this
patenrly sexpal Indian sacrifice for e prosperity of king and kingdom, in the
coniise of which the king's Mrst wife places the depd horse’s penis in her lap {ef.
Gehrader, 1927, 3110, with the Roman Ocroeber egeees and, above all, the Irish
inauguration rite (1900, In Dumdzis words, once rerwrned, the horse s saenliced
according Lo an extramely detailed situa) which éntails @ very rich symblizm. the
horse being issimilarcd 1o the toralicy of what (e king and through him his subjects
mey expect, Just before the sacritice che body of the living horse is divided inta three
sections, front, middle and reac. upon which three of the king's wives {the tituler
guecn. the favouriie, and a woman called “rejected’] respectively peerfarn wnctiomnes
placed under the parronage of the gods Vasus, Rudras aml Adicyas and aimesd 1o
procwrs for the king, variowsly, spiriceal energy Geday, i Treont), phvsizal Torce
(irdvive. in the middle), waitle (padi, 8t the cear), Chese threo benefits, hivided
berween the thres funciions, reeapitularing themselves in @ fourth term, prospeniny
o aood Fortune (5q1" (1960, 226-Th.

The cldest attesced reaning of the second werrm of the compouwnd eyve-medfa is
'broth’, which may hi significant in celation 1o the vite described by Coraldus, and
Puhvel drivws artention 1o the Gaulish royal name Epc-medios coniaining the words
‘horse® [epo- « *ekwo-, whenee alao Skt afvg-) and ‘meadd” (1970, 164 2nd 167
Iosisling that the inversion al seaes affeeting the human and animal principals i
ihe Indian and Trish rituals cunnol be dismissed as triviil, Pulieel gives reasons for
rezarding the inaugural coniesl aad sexual roles in the rish record as closest o 1he
presumed common  profotypet the Indo-Burcp=an pattern of thernnmnarphic
hicrogamy wis clearly King and Marz, the Mew Eastern and Aesenn one Queen and
Bull fep. Europa, Pasiphae in Cretan saga, wife of Archon Isiiens in Greck
religion, amd sa onh The Indic avemedhs iz thus a haliway house of trens-
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formation'” (ibid., 16590, Dumezil (1971, 70-84) furiber diseusses an episode from
the Mphabharara in which (he dispraced king Yavdl is resiorsd to cclosiial
inteprity by & quartet of variously endowed prandaons fathered upon his daughter
Madhavt, like the Irish Medb i leminine derivative of the Tndo-European *medy
w3 above), by g suceession ol four monarcha. T z2ecordanee with Indian
idedlogy these grundsons individually excel in weelth, strengrh and (he peiced
sovefeign aiiribules of truth and saerifice, all of which they combing (o elevate
Yayhti.

Therz iz, of course, no frace of tripartition and integretion in Giraldus's peoount
of the Doncgal inangeration. However, this Tealure dues occur in the well known
account of the Tara king Lugeid Réoderg’s eonceplion. This presents an Teish
myihical scheme strikingly similar in impert oo the Todian equine ritual [ Damidzil,
1973, 105-6), an carly Tranian agount of the separation of ¥imo's sovereignty (of.
Skl Yo “owin® = *wemeas) inlo (hree parts acquired hy a 2od, o warrior and
a landowning dynust respectively (ibid., 40-2), and alse to the histaricising legend
of Bome's First four kings {MeCone, 1987, 135-8),

Aceording to the beginning of Cerk Sdinde ' (Lhere was) a king who assumed the
kingship of Treland once, nemely Eochaid Feidlech . . | [t iz oo chis accnwnd that
he was called Bochaid Feadlech ¢ *stcadfast™), hecause he was steadfase (feidll) with
everyons, 1.c. that king was honourable towards evervone. He hed four sons,
nimely the three Find-cmng (''white riplets’®), i.e. amoin (“twins/triplees'” =
T¥erv-oi} o Ihiogr that is not divided, and Conall Anglondach | . |, The former were
brarn ol 1he sime delivery - Bres, Nir amd Lothar their names - awl it is they whe
begal Lugaid of the three red siripes (Lugoid ted fiah sderg) upon chedc own sister the
night hiefore giving Lhe battle of Diiunicres 1o their father so that the Chree of them
fell there by Bochaid Feidlech's hand", Aided Meidbe gives 2 somewhal more
deteiled gccount in which the incestuous sister iy named ss Eochaid's daughier
Clothru, wha is said o have enjoved the sovereigmy of Connache until murderad
andl supplanted by her more famous sisrer Medh, Furthermore, Cdir A rmiann
expliins the significant physicil consequenacs of Ling | uguid’s triple conception:
“Lugind Beo nherg. d.e. of the red stripes (srfiah nderg), be (it is) two red stripes
Ml wers over him, namely a bell umder his throas and @ bell over his middle. Hiz
hoad reseenbled Mar, his chest Bres, (and) from his girdle down (1§ i) Lothar that
he resemibled™” {par. 103).

Clearly this Trish myth too soes the soversigniy as three in one, 2o 10 spenk, and
teils of the prevendan of a potentizlly carastrophic threetold split through the sexual
intervention of 2 royal davghter, wha symbolises 1he kingships tranamission and
reintegration in the person of her miply fathared <on Luguid, In Dumézil®s opinicn
“'there is certainly nothing fungtionel in the meanings of (he fathers’ nemes'* (ibid.,
FUE), Bud Nir may be tranzlaied "'megnanimous, rightesus™ or the ke and Bres
“fightfer)”, while Lothar might reflect » rare glossary word for “assembly’’ or
perhaps be resd s Lother end cqualed with the better artested ward for " vessel™
(O, footieer, Tater ddvhor < TE <lewdeirom), 1f 50, Lugaid's head would embody
the maral, bis oo the mardal and bis nether remions the productive lindowning
aspect In & manner sirikingly reminiscent of the horse®s rioual division in the
csvemedha,

Lo striecdy functionalist terms (ch. 3. 3-4), the relalionship between movth and
suial replisy seems unlikely 1o be any more Hieral 0 this instenee than in thar of thae
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king's duuxhier's nwn acloction of i spewse to suceced her Tather 03 abheaez), These
incestuous maling habits are presumasbly determined by ber iyt izl sole a5 the car-
rier of suvereignty Tather than rellecting acrual past or present hehavioural norms
rere indesd beyond the confines of ancient Egypt. Hence the paado that. on the
myvihival plane, thizs socially unacceptable accivity may sigiify the eminently
d-'\.'ﬁir-a.l:'l'-'\' continuaion ol Ue sn I,'l:ll_"igﬂ['!.' in the oy Cather's dirce: male line, s in
|he casc of king Bterseel's farhering of his successor Conaire vpon his own dasghier
Wes Broechalla in D 57 Chonalrd Mdir, Conversely, in this context a conventional
sxnzamaus laison can unly imply the kingehip's less welenme passage to an oulside
group. A case in poend i@ Ferads Tipe Bwofed, which recounts the evendual Iransfer
of the Tura Ling-hip personified by Lithne Thécbfora (3 above) [roan Leginian
dvnasts, represeated by her decrepil reyal farher Cachder Mir and his sclfish sons,
te the Si Cuinn ancestors of the LY WM& in the person of Cormac Maz Adre, o
whom she hears Cairbre Litechair, Cormac's successor in (radilinn, and is later
marcizd () Cathasaizh, 1597, 74-500.

5. The points ridsed above conatiture & substuniial dossier of vared evidendcc,
mcluding some remarkahly circumstantiol cormespendsnces, for an Indo-Luropean
itatitution, idealogy and mythology of saoral kingship. This was bassd on the widcly
attested moetion (hat the well-heing of sociely and nature flowed from a risal mar-
rage betwesn 3 wnddess and the new ruler 1o cmerge after appropriale rests. The
farmer mighl he called =Mea™f or *Med®w 7 after the draught of mead | *med®y)
invidlved in the acremeny, which apparently centred upom un equine rituel and
wesaeiared foass, The suceess of spcd unions was held o depend upon meinrenange
ol the king®s ‘truth” us mamilesied by his physical pecfection, sozial standing, justice
wnid &0 011, &0 serious infringement of which constituied a *Tic’ liablz to rupture Lhis
aappy state of affaics (of, Inoeédl, 1973, 44-0)

The benetiviul nitural, social and moral eflects held o gecree from sugesslel
ligisons of this Lype could he given myvthical expressina as radical improvements in
the principals appeaiance, stats of menal condition. Conversely the dire rosults
af Failure coeld Nind narrative cenfization as a scparstion of che parinels accom-
pemied by |he physical, social and/or psvichological dercroration of one or bath.

Asargued above, froe males in Lnslo-Burnpean socicty presited over by s king
gepm fu bave heen divided intu (hres main age grades, eash with irs appropriate
apribures and functions, These comprised & semi-imlependent warrior-iumler
associarion of unsettled ansd womanricd youths, o seltled community of murried
soldier-farmers, and 2 sroup ol resieed clders charged wab icligious and fuehicial
counscl. Tn view of this it is hardly surprising thai regal forruncs should be viewad
in cerme of the integrainmn, disincegration o remiaw atiom, as the case mehr e, of
three sysentinl irgredicnts. Needless o sy, such tripartite contiguratioas migh,
with appropriae shifts of cmphasts, surveve significant ceonganisation of one or
mors of their miple congtireents. s sesms 10 heve heppensd i ancicnt [ndie
ihMsCone, 1987, 144

There i+ thus a aood deal of cunvincing comparstive evidence that certain key
elements of the carly Irish theery and practice of kingshi: have come down Dom
Caltie and Indo-LCuropesn antigoicy relatively dninpets Neovertheless, amporcane
though the implications uf 1his are for compiralivé Indo-European slucies and
atfempes to assess he sonichurion of inheritsd pative forms and cunvepts 1o carly
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Christian Trelans®z culture, it By no means follows Chat her monasiicilly erienicd
men of Tetrers viesad and deact bl |he politically and wleologically crogial instic-
tion of kingship in consciously pagan terms or refrained [rom tamperivg with it g:
srupulously as nabivist scholarship lends to imply. Their actual artitudes shoald
ererge from &n cxanimiion of the represeniation of snvergirmey in carly medieval
Imish sources that is s enclouded as possible by the question of aneccdenrs,

b Farly Irish iterature sers great store by the king’s persanal qualities. For cxam-
|'!]E': i |-:_'-r|,_-: anl decailed lize of 1he social and inrpl Lrelts AP prLe te g ,-'r"-\:":ll'_-" tuler
i5 given By Vevosos Cormede (8ever, 1009, 1251 Muck the same vongern Llies at the
heart of the still slder anomic resel Avdachs Moraian, the so-celled ‘Boversion’ of
which summarily recumumends hat the kinge B8 moreifl {ercicar). righreaus (fniin,
mroper (cosmeall), conscdentious (ewdiwech), Sirm (foveth), gencrous fesfadar,
hospitable (gavss), ol noble micn (Sel-pinech). srcadlst (yessach], henelicent
Cfewsin), able (8, honest (oerie), wellspoken Cnrkuged, sieady [forasis), (rue-
sudging (fir-brethaah), and |ben names the Pollowing allitermiive pairs infivizl 1o
ruler’s Nalvehoudd {pde fotfiermn): lordship and waorlh (Feith 1 febos), fame and vie.
tory (ofeih 1 coscarl, progeny and kindred (e 5 cendll, peace and life {76 q
sdeplil), prosperity end parioritions frecerh 9 couita) (Kelly, 1976, 16-71.

Lireal kings in saga narcative are Jieble to be described by similer cutelognes i
which physical and martial artiibuies Joom leree aloneste social a0 inlellectusl o
moral Factars. This secording 2o Sl e Fir Flatha ©in buputy {dlained) did Cormeae
cime oo that greal assenbly, for the ke of kis form (elett} hed not crne, exvept
liar Conaire son of Flerscél or Conclobir son of Cathbagl or Cengus son ol the
Pagidae’. After 2 detailed desoriprion of his slorious apparel (feosel, the fighlishis
ol The king's physical beauly (ormth) are prediced by the remark that ke was “han-
zamie, fair, without blemish, without defoct (eruthach cdent cen ginim cen ailoes )
fpara. 3-40 Vb victues of two ol (hose other regdl paragens Conaiee and Conchalba)
are covered by aser menu of viclually identical and partially alliteraive triade in rhe
sages Aided Chorchobalir (par. 5) and Togad Breckine Do Derga (sar, 103 TeIpOC-
uvely, citazion heve being from the latter: wicon £ fochs ang ising fir sin vier cliruch
7 deith 5 dachell, lor melt 7 chdras 5 chuirmmmes, aftee] rove 1.0 piEL ater s
7 g 7 erlalbrae, efse arm 7 erviud 4 doess, eler dri oy IR 7 ordan. etad gy T
yeeisoii 7 cenél Pthere is not a fault in that man a5 regands form and appearance
amd wiize, as regards stature and srmnelcy and proportion, as reaards eve and by
and whileness, a5 rogards wiscom end mavners aod cloguense, us regards arnuur
end appirel and equipment, as resards beanly and wealth aml worth, s regardy
hahitz and herosm and famoly™,

Three rerms in thic deseriplion, ramely dafh *“ligpure, form®™ | wms Pwdsdom' and
gasced “nwariil prowess, valour', cecur as s single trigd 0 ek Chrinifiinn
maic Fidag, which staces of the king of Connachi, Fiychry mae Echach, S fdech
e misred, e oodesrliid carha g os or pais, Ba riods e oledh he was a here in mar-
el prowsss, he was an adivster of BalUes and corrizosies in wisdom, he was kingly
i lorm™ {par. 151 As o compound o gee "spear™ and sorh Mahicld", woiveed
Uael ol arms™ and then by extenzion “mariial orowess, valonr” evidently balones
wo the sphere of the warrios. Indesd, reesipe of geivced was a key element i a YOI
warrior's initiation, as when Conchober simply gives che procodines O Chulainn
& apedr and shicld in response to the laiter's reguest for geivced | Tdin' 616-26: of
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MeCone, 1936d, 16-7; 1987, 112-4), God “wisdom™ iz sbove all'an assential e
reyuisine far judgement (mes), an acivity closely connevied with the professnally
ckilled des dgne, This the lesel tract an sraces Ureicech! Bace glosses offgn: galse
“professor of sugacily” as @ sad Grechesen “'the master judee™ {CFH LALE. DI
ek orm’’, on the ather hand, was of peculiar importance to kings, as wher
Cizergic son ol Conchobar is described a8 adbar rie or difl “the makings of a king
i form'” in Sedle Aduioce Mewe e Thd (par, 143

It would appear. then, that Use idcal king in angient Treland was supposed [ooxesl
in the 1hres hasic areds of military prowess, menial discernment amd physical beauty,
thus combining the funcions of wartior (kieef) and judge (drifhes) with his own
speciMcally reaal nesd Tor a perfact appearance. There is un nhwions reletionship
betwoan physival magnifizence and material muniticence, & good cxample being the
praise of Conadre's son and heir appacant Lé 18 Flaith **for generosity angd shape
and form and heriemanship (e weet 7 aflfreek 7 deith 7 moroaesas)™ in seciic LI
of Togail Hrudne Dg Derga. Moreover, the typical martial hero of early Tish saga,
the “here within the tibe” as Maric Louise Sjoestedt puts it (19459, chap. & of.
Magy, [984), wes at thy same tinme 8 properiied piltar of an wrisiouratic sogiety o
which “‘refusal of hospitality (esdin) is a very greve offence’” (Binchy, Crih
Gabiwok, T6-7). Accordingly hoth liberality in peace (gart ete,) and proWweEs inowir
(rrfsoved) are imponant facets of an individeal's overall social waor th cxprosssd by
+he virrually eoiranslatabic Tegal term joded, which can cefler 10 whole or purl of
enectrum covering due property rating, hehaviour appropriaie io one’s position and
rights. fulfilment of lcgal obligntions, honesty, ceigious nhsarvance and =0 an. The
legal tracr Cnih Gablack declares (he folad peculinr Lo @ king to consist af acling
far his tmach in various external fegal dealings, giving them a righteos jodge,
upholding the imaterial support (fadeg) due under rertain circumstanves, and pro-
vidin a dhuly constituted wnsd condacted assemiply enaed) for the props gl aa-
vion ol 3 militery nostng (addgea, or special prdipance (reckigel in e thrae crusil
arens of armed expulsion of forcigners {rockige doo indardloe ecltarcliniel)
preparation of crops (esckige S twer foreid) and Claak ihat illuminiles'
(rechi crotie ed:annall (pars, 36-9). Tt further decrees forfeiture of & king's proper
daras snd endillemenrs through such social sdomas s being caught perforniing
mirial Tasks or woing round withugl his proper retious s well as throngh manifest
converdice in battle (par. 40

Handsuwme appearance aml conduct, marial prowcss, social distmer i, and
wisdom all figure as gualificarrnns for kingship in the grnomic Tecoso CERRIEIC CaE
in the fnem of & diglogue berwecn the mythival king of Tara aml his son Caichre
Lifachains ™" 0 gramdsen of Conn, O Conmas zaid Cairbre, “whence is sovereignty
luken over kingdoms and femilics 2nd kindreds?” ‘Not ditficul)” sisd Cormac, by
virtee of shepe and breeding and disceroment (eriei 5 cendl 7 drpnes), throueh
wisdnm and cank and gencrosity and sipendncss (gads 7 erden g SEIERE T TRCis),
by vivrue of hereditary right end eloquence {ithie gy~ airfehrag), by dint of fighring
and an army {esgidn g sockesiie] 1 b raken’ (par. 3

Noedless L say, the 2agas provide aniple illostratien, The cmphasis ypon beaury
i1 an aspiraul o kingship has already been adeguasiely exemplified, Cormae Mac
Airt’s well known scoession L 1he Tare monaschy s a result of g frue jadgement
in he fales Gemewrnin Chormiale, Scdla Bogme 5 Chopmaic and Carft Moeige
Miicraeg (hoth ed. O7Laly, 1975) has been apily discussed by 0 Cathassigh (1977,
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8230 Io L 5 Choraird Medle & copernaceral army is assembled by is marher Mes
Bdachatla 1y secure the kingship of Lara Yor Conaire by thee of force in the Face
of the lpgil population’s initial hostiliy, As alceady pointed out (ch. 3, u. this rex|
and Togwil Hruidae Da Dergs reenin| Conaire’s progress 1o e kingship in 2 struc
turally sinelar way despite significant sur e differences. Tn the lalter version (pars.
LL-4% the future ing s Joretold ina vision induced by rizusl tranee 31 o Fairh-reis
ur “buli-fease™, and the youthtul Conaire duly appears in conformity with this {cf.
Lupaid  Réoderg in Serglize Con Culafan, pars, 23-7). Since, however, he i
manifestly under age, the people of Tara refuse (o avospt him: 1t se=rns (o us that
onr Full-feast 2nd owr incasletion of wuth have been spoiled, since i is @ beprdiess
sonm gl chet has boen shown (o us init®, "That does sod mateer’ 5aid e A YLD
generous stobark king s no bleroish, Ther i not ro be Judped extinetion o
patrinoy (o mess! divfad] ¢ win, 1. 163: oripinal reading best preserved in D iv 2
s ol dwnie, Kooto, 19368, 491, 1 have ¢ paternal and grandpulernal raht o Bind
the hostages of Tary”, *Wondar of wonders” said the host. Thay bestow the kingzhip
of Ircland wpon e, and he said “T shall spguire of the wise thit 1 mey be whse
myecle ™ (par. 15} In |his cese Congire overvomes opposition by peaccful
meistence wpon his qualifitions of gencrosiny and hersditary vight, s in effect
giving a mue judgement acknowledged as such by his subjesrs-to-be, His sob-
sequenily declared aim oo begpme wise completes a inple quelificarion in e thEjor
spheres ol macerial, social and infellectual capacity.

Cronversely, [ilure in one of more ol thess departments vain bring a king down,
A physical defect, debility or nigeardliness can causc loss ol soversignty. Fo
instanee, the law 1rac on bees Beeli-beethy alludes to the arguahly historical dopos
tion of the seventdi-ventury Ulster dvnasl Conpall Cacch {0, the pne~eyved™) fram
the Tara kingship threugh being blinded in one eve by boes (pars. 31-3: Charles-
Lidweards and Eelly, 1983, 131} Cormac's Cilossury t=ile how king Chier of Conn-
acht’s wite urged her lover, the poet Néide, 1o mguest from the genergus king a
knile that it was & raboo (geis) of his oo give, sajirse im when he ofused and thus
viite o blemish that would drive him from the kingsiip, This was duly dane, three
Bdisters apose on his chooks, anl che siphe of these causes Caier o flzc, thus feaving
the kingahip Lo Nélde (Stokes, 1862, xexvi-x1). On the other haad, the s3pas Aoy
Choaciimi and Afded Ferguse Mpic Lerd (Binchy, (9527 18] how the Ulsrer kings
i guestion wers unanimously granied special disponsations by their devared sube
jects from the norrmil conseguences of serieus physical disfigurement and continucd
in office until thess delects brought aboul their deeths. althaugh (he deferment of
Fergus's cnd was only possible by keeping all knowledae of his aow hideous
ippearance from hine Ailil] Olomm abdicares the Munscer kingship in favour of his
I EI’.-‘;'_"-EII. on gacoiel ol old gEe in Ol Muatge Muorams {prar. 200, and me:npess
is @ prime cause of king Hies™s downrall as relared in o Maize Twivas {pars. 3650,
The reign ool the lower-class fuiihec i usurper Cairthre Cinn Chait (C. “Carhead™)
after the shiughier of Irzlznd's noble lnseges (sder-cdlanng) and thair kings was
predictably calasirophic (Thariepsen, 1917, 60-9), while &« [alze judgement sels
Conalee on Vhe slippery slope in ¥ opsl? Brddne Da Depw (purs, 20-1; of OCDaly
in DHilon, 1988, 112), similarly affects Hres tn Cork Mgigs Taeirgyd (pars, 20-300. and
torces Maz Con fo sbdicare in the Cormag telss mentioned in the orevious
priEraph.
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7. The erucial legal term anech “Face, honowr 't {Binchy, Crll Gebiaek, B4-G] has
o hasic physicul seoee sl well attested in O0d Irish amd goaarciosd by the We sh
gognate wered Tece'”, but is inextrizihly linked with conflormity to approprialc
sovcizl or martial porms and with trabfulness inogeneral. As Ceith Geldick pors I,
a man's onowi-price (S6 neprech) remaing intact only a3 lang es his folwd ez 6
abevel is unimpaired, Le, be wenids situations ~in which cvervene’s live collapses
(F owies sreck ogich)”, mamely the faillure Lo rebar a defamatory saire, hearing o
fulee leslimony of evision of surctics, wehich e Bluntly sadd nooeorzil eaoe fore
erech “exercmien: on hix face'! or dishonour (par. 200, Faee, sociel und morel worth
are connected to the exient that justified satire or & faler judgement are sopoaedl
(0 have direct phvsical effects, as in the tale abon: Cuier and Méide above. Locleed,
Cormnac's Glossary defings ferd ~'hiister’ as *'e bubble {{mig) which the man pus
an his cheeks after zatire or alter false judgement™ (Stokes, LRG2, 19,

The nexus ol physical, marsial, =ovial and moral or iriellecinal arribuces Uil oon
stituts & persen’s enech is enhaneed in the Xing's vase 16 A Saithemen or “lars
cruth® . which is distinguished by ensmic resonances reaching bevomd che ndividual
intw e deprhs of nacure, sociesy and morality 3% & whele (of, Frank e, 1948, 3)

%, A s sbundemily clesr Tram law tracts such as Cred Geldeok, Ueeiceehs Bece
ar Mixdoieches, the suciely over whosse wellre the king presided in anciznt Inelaml
wits mmeticnlously divided into different social classes based vpon properey or calliong,
these being Liahle tn mare o less elaborare further subdivisions on the sy of
wealth, funstion, prnf:ﬁs[{.w '_-Fl.i.1-'|':']||'lﬂ or venous combdvarinns of the cthree,

The kack bone of thet sociely consisted of a luodownes class of soldisc-lrmens
rormed grid fdaithe (Uthe arades of the kingdoms lay secicey') collectively and far
nigithe (*man’” of the same} individually at che beginning of Crie Goesbek, the Old
[rish Law rract chut deals wich them in grescest detail. Tn hicrarchival arrangement
this class fell inte (wo major divisions. The Inwer of these comprised the various
wraces of propertisd cusrnmnaer, for which Crdh Cabiged (pers, 3-4) uacs the name
ul the central bégire catagnry as an pverall (erm wheregs Uraigeciy Baee prefers find
(O 159360 Lo the upper division of nobles primarily distisguished Sy the
adherence of chents harh use the terms Tafth) or grad Jeka (oo Crik Geldock
par. 23, {15934 and. 1593,24).

The peavelul land- and heussholding side of gridd fieithe sanivities, commonly
sermed frebad. was the specialization of o professional class of Drivgaid or
Rosoiiallers, whose izh rank dependad on the suecesiful provision ol hospirality to
any wi<itors who mighy reyuesr it, and fepsls given by such figures are & prominent
Feiliie of 2 oumser of Tamnes carly Irish sagas (MoCone, 19840, 2 T Accordine
e Tecosce Cormadie everyone is a hospitalles until refuzal (ol hospiralicy (par. 31,
lirngaid cdch co viteeh)'!, and the cpening of Esrade Tige Hechet claims ol the
.r:'.l".'.:-l',g!l' Buchel Hhar ““fire had oo hesn ex iﬂguf!:hl:'d tctsder hias canldron sinve he ik
wpy householdivg {nfro:dibdod sene foe eherii & rocgol trabad)™ before proveeding
ta king Cathécr's praise: “'trus, o Bochot vou wers a hospitgller foz lesiling 20m-
panies { frrzgaid biana gidm), i gifl your valowr (gal), your gener nats Cgareh, your pro-
s (gosced), vour smile ul weleome (fiie) Lo evenyone I vour greal drnking Rell
{miceheizivny”, Ferirs Kelly points out in his recently published Groide i eariy Irish
G Ihat under norroal chicomistances unlike a king or lerd, he helugn has no
military role’™ (1988, 36 of. McCone, 1¥84c, 19, n.54),
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Aswill emerge nchapler nine, the marial aspees of the lunctdonally composile
e fwiifie was rhe spegialist prescree ol mostly vouthful wardor-hunoers Enowi
ity fefimcliali or fian-membery and explicitly excluded from the ownership of ol e s
eesentiol to the status awd gotivitics of Briagw und fer fisitha. As Tecosog Cormmeis
[uts i, 'evesvene s @ fiosemember untdl landowning (fdurid cdef oo drebod)y.
Broause ol well documenred clericil disepproval of 1his institution to be discossed
later qoli. 9, 8; of, MeCone, 19800, 3-6) other less socially spacific terms Jur the
carecr wartine such as fdeeh “hen', frén-fer srrong i, bodyguard"®, ewibonni
“hactle champne™ are often preferred in the cxtant pre-Norman ligeratu e,

The thicd and fral specialists were, of coutse, the dos deng, 8 carciily sub-
thvidded cless of professivnol preceitioners of numerous differsnt skills that has
alendy Deen discussed in seme detail (ch. 4, 23, 1 has glso Boen seen <hat koy soe-
tions ol 1his were closcly connected with the monastic sscablishient in 1he carly
Christian period (ch. 1, 912). Maturally, such coclesinsticsl clements ure genzrelly
alzscnt froen depictions ser in the pre-Patrician pasr, b hiblically nagire:] historical
typology prosuntahly invested rhese with significance a: a prefigurarion of Lhe
virren: carly Christaen system fah. &, 13-4,

L i worth noting iv passing that these three specialiss zroups af brivperd, fdladin
ar the like, and des defne give 8 romarkably clenr foons in carly [rish ideology 1o the
thres Tunctions central iy Lhe Dumézilian sysiem. namely peace plus metcrial and
Aatwal gbunidance (thivd '), wartare ('scaond'), and knowledge ceniring upan law
and religiom (hiturcared “first'; see ch, L. 20, Bince, however, there seems Lo be no
good evidenve lor g corresponding vaitegory amang vlber Indo-Edropsin peoples,
the medievil Irish hospitaller does nut offer 2 way ool of the difficulties sod uneer-
teincics assoeialed with Dumézil's notorousiy vagoe “Chicd function® fef, MoCone,
1387, 1467 Be that as &t may, whal marters for fresent purposcs is thal the
spitaller, warcior and dey ddno classes nbviously Teproaent iy functional *primeas”
eieirly Lrish social thenry, and we would do well 1o analvsc relevant Lrish marcrial
in lerms of this actually arested conrersporary tripartition cether than the
Dhermerilian model aseribed rher doubifully iy the ancient Tndo Furopeans tao o
rtcre i lienia prc'.-'jal_L;E_'_.'_

[ relation to these thrae ennsfiluitive social activities (he king’s inregraling fnne-
don was redl as well e svmbelic, Mambers of the podn ioeii e wore axpected Lo firhe
0 time of wan (e CAth Gadlaeh, pir. 37) but the imponanee of hospitallerliks
fretitd revelving sound larming &nd the provision of hospitelite and fassry
appropriace o their and their guests” siatis is well brought oud by Corus Beoona,
which beging ita definition of the fed ddendus or * human feas:' hy referring oo Mad
Cusretiaipe ool gie fgith anculebousce foasi (rom each wo his lord ' (CTEF 3255
of. Binchy, Crick Gabilach, 81 on cdel. The role af the king as lgader in wer and
Batric oo cimnmonplaae in the sages and ennels that i1 will suffice hors lix e the
long catalogue af the end of the sama Cwid dimaineg of kings graad 2nd sl shadin
in the baztle of Alles in 722 AT (ol AL entrv for thal yeur), The provisian of
hospitality was likewise an imporcant roval function. Foe instunce, the sz Cadh
Viwige Twired dwells upun king Bres's sulasirophic failings in 1his aren {par. 3& u),
the proper layout of @ Ling's feasting hall or iech midehiords is desoribed in [rse
By Cedh Oebiock (par. 48) und chrough & disgram as well 5 in verse by LL
I6AT-TRY, andd Tevosog Corals (par, 4) list: the “ proprietizs of a king angd an ale-
howse (uede o 7 owirmeiiee)’,
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Hirwever, the king also has signiticant further Fancions linking him witl rc dey
o, above all s role as judge and lawgiver, typical insranzes ol whoch 0 sagas
shout Cormes Mie A have been given in ssciion £ abeve. In the gromiz geore
Teensca Cormaie 1wice recommends rhat a king give e judsements Lhered Jir-
DBracka, purs, 1.38 and 6,281, be a poct and eoe versed in adilional law rop S,
o fénech, par, #,12-3), judge cveryons acenrding to his subsiance and ilignicy
(rigstar cdeh farne miad, rap midid ciicl derag miad, par, 643 and 43), and Lhat Tiis
judgemenis and decisiuns ke sharp and hght (ropar dithe efrumeis o brgtha 9 &
CRoceri, par. 649, whie Awdecki Morgion has a litany of preseprs pertimng i
law e well a5 various otber martters, sieh hoginning with sdmesier ™=l him
juleesesrimare™ (helly, 1976, [0-3],

Fhe law tracs provide corroboration. For instance, Cnth Gableck, probably o
irifie schematically, carmarks Monidays and Saiuzdays of the king’s week for judze-
mentis) (ian do brithemnackt ., . sathorn do Brethail, par. 413, and Fergus Kelly
nates that wn O Trigh et on coeer procedure revently cdited by b ““illustrutes
the invelvement of both judee and king in the judicial process, e judgement i
errived 2l and cxpounded by a judge or judess o . but it s clear that the king
and the oiher dignitiries of the back court - &l cxercise surmne Function in celatinn
to judgement. Thus pur, 2 deseribes the king and other digrtan itk a5 “che clill which
15 behind the courts Yor proimulgstion” O bresf g fornsh, 1 winld soem, Lherefone,
{hat the Judgemen! is promutgated by the king or other dignitary, oz a least rhat
il i+ announced in hid presence and with fis approval, and conseguenily supporoed
by his power #nd prostige” (1946, 801, This supreme edl-girechr 0 ‘hack court’ con-
siste of kine, hishop and chiel poet representing the three tepe: ol judgoment
underlying Irish Taw sccording v Draicechy Beee (CTF 1392.2-39), nanely a clenics
judmement (hrech ecalss), @ pret’s judgemenl etk filed) aml e comprehensive
ruler's judgement (brevh fotha), Morsover, the miythizal autnosily for chis i e
vided by the commission of kings, bishops and pocs alleiadly estahiished by Pairick
to draw up the main body of carly Irish law, the Senchiy Mdr, a5 sepresenlalives
ol 1he law of the leller {esche fire), the law of the prophets (rechr fd@iiiet wnd the
Liw of meture [recid elonia respectvely 1ok 4, 6]

4 Marilyn Uerriets has recenily Jemanscraced (1985), there can be o deaabr thit
(ke king wits regarded as the fount of justics in swrly Dreland. Alhough 2 judge in
his awn Tighl, he would oormaelly take expert advice Teom professienal jurists or
heithemuin, m whom he mighi also delegate the decision of vitriows casas. This,
indsed, is 1he sirestion t'[l.'-'j':'il!.fd -|'_|'.. the f=eal 1exi Criibreshe Carataied Vthe False
judgements of Caratoiae’’; Aeithem of the mythical Tarw monarch Conn L=
chathuch, T which ~'every judgement thist was submitesd (o Cona. Cono TECHE (o
reler it to lim, fand) then Conn wonid sk him ‘what jusdgemeat hiave vou given?™
((FE 2102580, Caacnize then resls off & string ol judgoments, eash of whick
appears to voniravene basic rules and i declared False b Conn sntil Caraimias
jusrifies i1 with regard o the sxceptional circumstance invalved, | lerc the Xing i3
represemeatl g% someone well versed in legal ailaits but lacking the deiailed cxpeciose
of the priolessional.

Thiz scheme of three functionally dhstiner basic social catcgories and @
integrating fourth can be cxpressed my bically in genealogical terms, as wis gucd
b the end of seetion 4 with regerd W tocbaid Foidlech, i thros sons Bres, dr and
Lothar, gnd their winr won Logaid Réoderg. The funcinns 20 interrelaiad asc mads
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still mare explici 0 g aencalogical narralive from the Bogk of Leinster ahoul 4
guarter of broriers fmous in s2gal “Arl Mes Delmaonn son ol Sétnae Sithbace Lad
Four zons, namely Mes Geora the king (ool (he Laigin, Mes Hégg, 1.e. Maz Da Tha
o oo Mleas Ddng the baltle-champion (coth-mid), Mes Domnann, i, the paer (R
sRnote, 193G, 72-30 Rignilicantly. it i koown From elsewhere tha (he anly Bracher
whuose role in lifz ie net specified here, Mes Ribeta alias Mac Da The, was & brfugy
r‘-'1q;t_iur|h, [ e 4) 1o l:'\.'.lI'I'I_IJIEH,-. lhe trio of ]'_"|_‘|ﬁ_|:|i|ﬁ|||,-grl warrior and |'|||-"'r||."|2":|' of the
gt o reluled to the king.

2. These consulerations peint o sumething like the sysiem represented dimarim-
matizally below, i which thres seperale specializations in the ideolagiczlly crucial
areas of material peowvision, warfare and mental capacity are inlesraced in twa
stages, The first two are combined by a landowning class of farmer-soldiers, and
then the most exalted of (hese, the king, further incorporatcs the dey ging ASpeL.

Leriain key torms and guncepts tend g0 he associated with these spheres in the
litzralure, Owing ac Least in parl to the exigencies of alliteration so prominent in the
desriplive pisssigres in 6 ahove, there is considerahle vrintion in rhe actual words
used, bur wsually Lhis heppens within the confines of a recognizable semantic fisld
and in what follvws une appropriale word vwill do dwry Ter 2 cluster af others with
similar sease or hnplicetions.

Activitizs and qualificetions ol the srigy are soversd by torms ke gur
“menerosity”™’, frehed Cpropecty-mianagernen,” and Feb Uwealik'™, Lhose of the ddech
07 wilrminr by mal valour', gaivced ““hearing ares T and nerr “atrenglh'’; and those
of the dey dero by god "wisdom™, breth “judgement’, mer “discernment’” and
dodeey hnowledae™ . Al af the aviribuzes of hospitaller and wasrins aee required in
a zomewhal sy concentrated Torm by the laadowrny citizen o Fer frigithe, 1o
wham the nesd for eneck “face™, folid “'aood standing” and cerdl “hresding””
applice with paricular foree. As the inteprating pivnacls of this social aml
Wealogical system, the king should sl only manifest the whele tenze of these
femtures bur alen mirrer them in his own person viewed doder Chree Tain neadings
of physical appearance (adfedd, cruth ete.), sodal and martial eminenee Caliud, ordan
ele. ), and judgemen: oo liscernment (e, drpmge =to, 0. Each term in this tho inesr-
miles |he marrix of fuactions and attributes o he mazerial, marbal [capable of
Baing expamled to sociall il mental columns respectively, the whale conslituing
the i ar “irath'™ eesential for Lhe successiul cxercise ol the monach's Megiii st
ar “severeninly”, As Alden Walson has reconely pui i, VU soversignry mus! create
ordar i all things, This is wlhiy the kirpe's trath is scen s sooell important in el
Irizh sociery. Schematically, the king 5 viewed 55 somicnne whase Tt and e
must e flawless, Tor i s by uphalding bis own honour thar he upholds the honeur
and tace of his tribe. T'he monarch cresies order in socicry by himself being & per-
sumiticalion of avder. 17 (he king cannot embudy these concepts, (hen disaster can
bl the tribe which ho rules™ (1986, 133).

Fleos tbe muin Sivisions of socieor inccerated by he ¥ing folliw (he same
idealogisal lines as the scversgn's principal pesonal cualities and the cosmis
Aspects mediae] by sovereiginy itsell (see 10 belaw). Do (his way 8 triple parallelism
onseveral different levels is carablishedl by means of 2 classificalory schome to which
Levi-Btrauss’™s gengralizitions about whis s ironically termed *he sivvame mind' ane
eminencly applizaile psofar g5 i allows “ithe natural and sevinl universs to bec
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grasped us ar organized whole™ (1952, 133). Rather like he “totemic operidur’
posizal hy the famous French anilrnpologst o a sonth American Indian cunlex
M he whinle set thus constilules a sort of conceplioal apparams which Cllers arity
tnrough multiplicity, rmuliplicity through unily, diversicy threugh adendity, end
idenrity through diversily'” (ibid., 153) A characteristic of such ‘pre sosentific’
thonght is the beliel that a pasricular constellisiien of fearares en ong lewe! such as
the individual may wfluende and be influgnced hy similar constedlations of com-
parable fratvees oo oher levels liks hurnan socicty. natwree o the warld atlarge. In
such coses (he estehlishment of classificatory paraliels belween mizrocosm and
macrocosm, varare and sociery amd s Mnicth implies links of viusarinn that modesn
science would frequencly reject (of, MoeCone, 1980, L32-5). Llence, for cxampiy, (he
at first sight hizarre notion thay = Ling's physical, sovisl and mentzl amribules have
#shrect bearing vpon the workings of naruce, souely and rhe human disposilion in
geiaral,

10, Tr s harely a eningidence thet these <hould be procisely the ihroe personal
aspeccs idemuified by Mac Cana es being prone o translormalion i Krerary
representations of the goddess or winman of soversigoly: ~we have & number ol
instunces fafling into three disting catsgories, namely thoes depicring the gudidess
as (1) a0 vely hee trensformed ntn a beausiful Bady =y the cmbraces ol (he tiern
degtined 1o hecame king, e (he Yiall Weoigiellach and Togaid Laigde ales, (0 a
wild wandaring female why s restared to sanity amd Beauty through vnion wirh the
rightful king, e the ties aboue Meér Muman and Mis, and (50 a girl of roval birt
hrought up amuny cowherds and stevacel again to her due dignity hreugh marriase
rov the king, w.g. the story of Ethoe, tie fosierling of Bucks o and thar of Mess
Ruachalla, why was rcarcd amons cowhends and cventually became the wife of
Etcracslas, wing of Tara™ (1938, 632},
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Absiract or non-personal representations of the sovereimmey similady 1eml o
Meus upoen prosperity or disasier, as the casc may be, in the spheres of nalure,
siciely and morality. For example, a rather comprehensive list of the benefits of fir
Sathesion or *ruler’s truth™ in Asgdechi Meraim (par. 12.21) vomprises the ward.
ing off nf greal lighinings and plagues, (he scquisision of tesritory and riches. the
blessings of peace, tranguillity, happiness, comtort eod health, sugcess in war, con-
linuicy of Inheritance, awd wbundance of mast, dairy produce. ecieals, Tish and off-
Eai gL

From the milice of saga Topall Brafdue D Deren offers two Fine Uescriprions
wlong similar locs, ““Thers were zreat benefirs in his ceign (lanek), namely seven
ships puiiing in svery manth of May ac Inber Colly ha, wnd mest o the knees every
aurume, and great knowledes Cendes) on the Bush and rhe Boyne in the middle of
the montth of Migy every vear, and an abundance of pleasant inercourse o thar io
ohe was againgl the other in Trelamd during bis reign (feith) and svervane thaouel
the voize nl hix lellow o Ircland during his reign (Feith) as sweet as the atrings af
lyres would be. The wind used not to disturh the t2il of 3 cow from the middiz of
spring o the middle of wutumn. His reign (fuiti) was aoc thondery pod stormy”
(par, IT). “His tcign (Falth)is good’?, said Fer Kogain, ™ A slowd has fol come gver
Ihe sun since he ok wp sovereignty (Maith) from the beginning of soring to che
michlle of aurumn, and drops of dew have nor come from the grass until midday.
and win does mot tose che tail of Bvessock wnsl eveding, and oo wolf has irespassed
i his eign (P save for & bull calt from svery hyie from the end of one FEMD
to the mext, and Ihere sre seven wolves in hostageship againg: the wall in his house
to maintzin that ordinanee, and there i o back-up surety hehingd them, namcly Mac
Love, and icis he who pleads ontheis behalt in Conaire's hayse, It ic ig hiz rcign
LRalel) chet every inan Lhinks the vaice of his jsllow a5 swoor a4 L he serings of lvres
willd be on azcount of the excrilence of the liw and the peace aml Lhe pleasant

megreourse lhat are throughoul lesland. 12 s 0o bis reimn (fak) thar there are (e
hiree lop crups on Ircland, mamely vocrop of corn eirs, @ crop of Blossoms and 2
erof 0l masst™ {par. 66, of. £.07 TPOG-20).

A similar paoing is mede move Teonically an the beginning of Scél g Fir Flthir
an exalred, erminenl king ones tnok Ihe severeignty and supremacy ovar Treland,
remely Cormac granilson of Conn. The world was full of every soodness in the time
of that king. There wiy fruit of tree and eurth end sea {aey 1 ofay 5 eyt
There was peace and ease und pleaswre (9 7 sdine 7 subae). Thers was neithor
slavghter nor reaving (gecle sr dvberg) at thar Hime, but everyane in his own gocescral
plave [ing fad ditkaig foddin)”'. Social stahilily i emphasized in the salidadon of
Cimgliobar's reign after his probstionery vear of sole dominion over Ulier in the
fgi Mewow Caa “the peovioge was & well of plenty and progiicty Chrough
Conchobiar, s that there was nol sn empty and doserled former homestead | |
withour & son i the place of his facher snd his grandfalher serving his ancestial
bord™ (L1 [AG-%0.

The following ate iypivel enough examples of the roverse affects of 3 king's
umsultalility or nushelaviour. During the regn of the vsarper Cuarbre Cinn Chait
anil his plebeian fallowers ke sncth did aor rhan vield ite froi to the chocls [withiz
alier the grear murder they bind intlicted upon the noble lineagnce jsdar-chlinmr) of
Treland, awml thers was a great Tanine smeng the men of Ireland 50 thar there was
acither grain i (he sarth nor mast in the waood mor Fizh i v inlets nor milk wiih
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cows nor wearher in its due nider™ (Thurpeysen, (P17, &3, par, 111 Afitar Lugatil
Mae Con's false judwermen in Cacl Moise Afecrama Vor g venn thereafter he wis
in kingship in Tara, o grass did notcoms throigh the sarth nor a Leed thrangh trens
nor wrain into cora, Then the men of Leebind expelled him from hes Lingship becutiee
he was a falee King'™ (par. 66; a-flaich, lrerally ‘non-king'), In Togeid Briddae e
fxarga hostile ircwsions and mayhen signal the beginning ol the end tor e
after niz unjust partiality towierds his fostecbrothers (of. 0'Daly in Dilloe, 1968,
112-3); “*they mede for Taca past [Tianech Midi anl than saw their tncursinn Trom
Esst aml West and South and Sorch, and they saw the bands and the hoets and che
Iand of the UT W&l about him was a heaven of fie. “Whar is tha?' said Conaire,
‘Mot difficelt’, sail his Tollowers, 'MNamely, it & not hard to ceeognisc that it iz the
law tha: has broken down when people have sen about burming 1he land™* (per, 256,
of, LL7 GT41-6), King Bres resps it [uling reward for his slingmess in Corfe My
Fuired: “'neither servier nor compertsalion hy the kingdoms {fistha) continuel, il
the woalth of the kingdom (miadi) was not being rendersd hrogh the tribulkaiicn
of the whole kingdom™ {par. 3%). Finally, the ovwviraged poct Cairbre ends fis
famous salire wich the words - Hres's wealth = nod, then’” and it transpires that
Wihal was troe. indeed, There was only deciy upon him from that time'" {par. 39).

Li ths emerges that the Ring (Aaithifesnf) and the woman i somecrcigniy
{fiaithefiugy mate and interact &% respective representatives of human socely &nd the
divine powers manitested in nature or the vosmes 25 8 whole. As individuals cxch
is endowad with a similar threefold set ol personal qualities thil esentially repliciles
the basic errangement of the constituencies they represent, The relovant deteils per
raining to the king and the socizty ruled over by bim have beeil piven in 9 abisee,
while the Foreening should hove demonsirated an analowons connection betwesn the
soversipnly hersclf and the cosmic nrder she embodies. The hroad autlines may be
comveniently summarised in diaggrammeatic form,

materiil — ————— aocial —————- moTs
R DL
Farm — — — alamds — - — — hind
RCOVERELGMNTY
I=.'_|[N-:_'r
[l — — = —— sHUy — — ——— [
SOCTETY
Mrecmans
hosprizaller — — — — Warriar - = — — man of &l
| prrovision] (rank) Carisdom)

‘Ine remarks aboul the diggram in 9 abowve with reference 1o |2vi-Biranss’y
lelemic operator apply with oven greater Force o this scheme, wlich provides i
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classic stratagam enabiing “the mdural and social universe tn he grosped as un
organized whoic'” By imcans ol cunfigucationul pacallels between warious pazls
repeaccdiv classiticd on & “thees in e’ basis. The upshot s 3 flesible Tramework
in which social and matural forces can be smbodied in 2o individual, o sesiein ol
common type deseribed by Mary Douvglas sy ope in which Vthe cosmos s lurmed in,
il 1l were, onoman. [ trensforming cnergy @ Chresced on oo the lives of individoals
w0 that wirthing buppens in the way of storms, sickoass, blights or droughts exespt
it i of these personal Eoks™ (1966, 831 This capacily Lo personalise or other-
wise prarbenlarise broader concepts or issues, thus focusing them upon & speeific
svmbol o ser of symbels, is crucial oo mvthical diseourse in geperal sinecs, in
Veornant®s words, “rhoughi takes shape by expressing irsell symbolically in and
through mwth as it docs i and throegh fuoguagee™ Ych, 3, 45

i1, In chis cespect the womar's myihical role a: the embodiment of soversigniy
bwovrustil gz an adaptable deviee For e sarsgive ieeement of kingship in boch
genesal and partculbor aspects. For example, i has slrendy besn soon cowards the
end of 4 above how Carh Bdinde and Aided Meldhe cxpress the suversipniy's rripar-
tite nature, threatered disingggration, wltimats reinccgration and retendon wishin the
Family, so te speak, inoan aecount of Dugaid Bdo nDerg®s conceplion throuzh a
sister’s incest with her thiree hribers in order to thoaart thein wehellion agisinst o rovel
Father. Converselv it ameorged That Saoedfe Tee Hicher wics Eirhine's abandonrment
i her feeble Juther and grecdy boorhiers Cor Buchet und Cormac 3ac Ader 1o depicl
ithe piszage of the Tora maonarchy froon the aigin 1o the 30 Cuinn forcheans of 1lhe
Lit Mesdl,

A hac Cang pointg oot “the undedying irdiion =nvisages the aoddess
eaposed fo the dghiful king, but it also rogards her as the mother of such a king
gnd the ancestress of @ royal lne™ (1957, 38). Thus towaids (he end of Esnads Tige
Bycker Eithne bears Cornty aoson Cairpre Lifechair ro condinueg che line of Si
Cuinn kings descended From him, while Mes Biachalla's usion wilh ihe hitherto
childless king Ercrscél of Targ duly provides the son and Teir granised (o bim,
nemely Conwire, in Togal Bruidhe Dy Derga (pars. 6-81. Such litoraiy refleciions
ol i real enough gueenly function can endow o woman of this tvpe with considerzble
segnificanee im the pgenealogical reeord zuliivaied by eariy Chrisfian Ireland's
monastically edociied senchaial (ch. 1, B0-118), and her earious relations with che
rraditional founders of one or more lneages can serve 1o dedine their rerpeetive
politiczl fortunes or aspiealions,

Two seriking examples ably discussed by O Corrdin {19425, 74800 snd Sprovls
(1883, 18-211 deserve brief meotion here, peoding & faller treatment af the pulitisat
wepect in chapter ten. A shoit facaiive inserion into a geasalogy of the Mungier
Fowitnicht describes a dream by king Coaall Core ol Cpshels wife Qibfind concern
ing fier fowr sonss, rom whom a contral geoup of thewe dynasties ¢leimed deszent,
ard a fifth hall Brorher Cidrbre Cruithnochan. ancestor ol {heir more discant and
hitrer rivals the Enganachl Loche Léin: “'this is the Offind who suw the vision the
first might she had slepr with the king in Cashel: That iz, she saw (higt she hag beaot-
ven four whelps. Bhe bathed (be firse whelp in wine. namely Sad Froich, she bathe:d
i secend in el namely Mae Cas, ohe bathed the chird in now milk, samely Mas
Hrde, she buthed the Fourthoin water, namely Mag Liir, The fifth whelp reached he
o amlside s oshe lav, ard she harhied tha oume dn blood. He is Cairhie
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Croithnechin aed he turned oo her and ate her breasts from ber H0s0m oo’ o
Clem,, 196 = 143a33-90. Orbvinusly this politically bigsed tale sexks o enciude thz
Frganachi Tocha Léin [rom a glaim upuen rhe proviocial kingship by poriraying
their wncesiod as & vicious inruder consequently devedd of legitimacy.

In the gencalomicully oriented saga ki Moe nfchpck Muigmeddin (3 ahowvel,
by cunirast, the woman of sovereignd iw ragr as gernal or wold-be lover rather than
s cnarher ar 5[::p:r|-:’|r'||.:_' aof the oringpals, and &L iz 11 ilkepitimate Bl Moigialipeh
wha sloaps with ler, thezeby sevuring the Tara kingshap for himsell aned his U Meill
Jescendants (o ihe glmost complele cxclusion of his raval father’s legirimans sons-
Fponymous arcestors of the U Adlella. U Figchrach and Ui Britin, (heir rejectivn of
Ter effectively restricts their and rheir descendants’ dynastic prelensions o Conachl.

It hits alieady been sewn (10 sbowe] thil changes in U phivsizal, social or mzintal
aonditien of the womin oo contazr with her destined rovil mate serve to perscenalise
for marrilive prrpeses the natural, sociadand spirftual Benefits thewght o s @
& kinglom under & O Tadth or Yooue king”' in the senee already defined (zee 6-T).
Convesely, she can alsa function in a nsmber ef ways s & parrative indew of failurcs
or unsuitability on the part of @ king or would-be king.

Rruiden Da Ckocg iz the story of the rather contenrions election of the exile
Cnrmac Conn 1oinges to sueeesl his father Conchobar as king of Lilser and of 1S
death at Du Clinca’s hostel an @ journey frem Conaacht to Llsier thart is bezel by
rokens and prophesies of domn. The prize of soversignty gver the Ulaid thus fan-
talicingly efudes nim when almost within his grasp, 4 fale puigrantly poricayed by
his briel encounter wilh a fair and shupely maiden (e chdes chrtharl) wha
approaches and gaves e following reply 10 his guestion &5 to whether she will stay
andl azcompeny him: “no, and 1would prefor i thil you shauld mon g, Dor the cut-
fing shart of your life has come, Malewnlent is Che man who reached you this moro-
ing, Craiptine 1he harper, when e played his hole headod lute ta youl. The rewsun
e came wis 1o vialete vour wiboa (gein, o that i may e a shor Tifz for you i
prdor that we may never meelagain. [ am gonc now, singe we shall not mesl
heneeferth! (pars. 190-211, Thercupon she lsaves him.

12, Maire Bhreathmaeh {1982 hos argucd with paricular reference 1o Togadl
Bruidee Do Derga and Aided Mpirchartaiz meic Pree thar the goddess of
covereigiiy may reveri (oa malign or hidenus aspec: in arder to portend Or <ncom-
pass (he death of @ king who has done wrong. o the formcr tale this foatore is
chiefly exempiified by the hideods hig Cailb, whe Turerells Conaice’s siaughoer whily
seeking admissinn ta hizs company in De Derga’s hosiel after sunsel in krcazh of o
of his-tahodos o geisi (pers. 61-3). One of the many aliases she INEones on one lew
s Badb, prubally a pagan war goddass in origin {22, de Vries, 1861, 137-6) il
commonly depicted in the ligfarirs 25 a gruesnme haunter of the baclefield and
harhinger nf caroape. In the generically elated Brividen Lo Chara the Tlecting
sncpunter described phove herween Cormae and the beauliful waman ol wavETCignty
is preceded by o guite different condfronlarion with the Blondy Badb, who like hes
Topai! Bruigne Dn Oerga counterpart prophasias the king's impending <eani an ore
|, This time wilh mie cve choged (oo (pers, 15-81.7 s jusiaposition weins e vitiate
Bhreathnech s equation of the laier tyvpe with the soversignty, #0d in any v
retribution for regel wrongdoing is hardly (he moetive for ks appedardanse 1o
Cormag, who hies yet to assums the Kngship prorised him,
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Ilze patcorly Chrisgen messecs of Ao Modechnragg will Be discussed below
fch. &, 4 but the besutiful Smowndoobesdly foneriens in it oas 4 diabolical
suvercignry woman who bewitches the g monarch, causcs kim to shandon oy
{inaner wife, and lesds him o contlic aml deah. However, far from punizshing any
previoes misdemeanour of the king's, S leads 2 hicherto flawless soversign asiray
cut of porsonal madice,

In Echira Aird aene Cilned and Finpal Rasaisn the fate of the Ming-bip iz hoond
up with tensions thar avize when & roval father's new bride comes belween him and
the som whe s bes bew apparene. Although the lanproege of Lhe sxanl version of the
former is early Modeen Trish, the title appears iooall Chree surviving manuseripts of
the riughly clevench-contury sage list B (Mac Cana, 1980, 230, and linguistic
modernization nesd oot have sirmiticnsly aflesned the hasic framework of an ol
tala. Ar ATYW CELE, Fohtrg Jir comhirmes watioils narrative StCTCOIVpoS moed supeT-
narural fearuces with seme palpable Chostign gllegory 1o be discussed below (ch, q,
f£1. wherens social and psvehological realism pervades moch of fingad Hondis
despite fimguistiv lealures pointing o an Old or early Middle Lrish date ol s s
tiomn.

Lebira Alef heging with a referance to the benelivs of Conn Célehathach’s rule in
Tara with hiz hicloved wife Eithne Thiebtato ac iz side, sand Chen t2fls how Eithne's
Ut boso dejected him that ke lost che will topovern, Ooeday, while Conn was alone
o Howrh Hezd lamenting his wilie, the 'Ll ba ix: Manann asscmbled in the laod
of prommize (6 rafengiet) (o expel Lhe aduligrous Bi-cuma Cneis-gel F"Woman-shuaps
Skin=fair*™™ to leeluod, home e cher Brred Milesian suecessors (ch. 3, 8], "hhe ha
& lover in Ireland, namely Art sen of Conn Céicharhach and i wes not known Lo
hor that Arc was et lover'™, Her dress, lonks and aceomplishments as shy voyaged
to Ireland are livizhly descrihed a: perfeat ““hat for one thing. that o worman was
not B For o bigh king of Lieland afrer her banishment forher own mosdesd'™ {par.
31 Mesting Conn at Howth, she declares thae she has come [rom the Laod of Pro-
mise Ly =esk A son of Conn, o whom she had wiven love i shsence™ (grdd
eomose; b above), and introduces heeself as Delb-chaiem O Foom-fair'") daugheer of
Margan. Announcing thet L ses no debects o wou Tor which icwould be rght to
sefuse you, unless they are voncenlsd inovow™; Conn allows hor heroown choice
Beiweon himself sod his son fpisc, 61 Laving chosen the old king, she secures Arl's
hanishment From Lrelandd Eor g vear (ooche chagrin of Conn and his subjgcls, and
Sphere was neiher cereal nor daiey produce Uik omd BRchit) in Leslend durniog tha
period™ (par. 8). Hiz dinids’ revelarion that his wife Bécuma's delilement (earhad)
any lack of Taith (ereiftem are responsible induces Conn 1o seskoa remedy for chis
scitrci v Thar proves only partial and will be dizcussed Liler {pass. 8145 ch. 60 )

Ader vis return o Tara, Art end Bécuma play foehed, IMoerna loses the firso
pame ans! cirries aul the Teal napesed wpon hee (pars. 15171 bat unfairly wins the
sevond and sends At oonoan exccedingly difticult guest o bring Delb-chiem
anglir of Morgan o [reland from a distant islend o the sea, where she s guarded
by vasinas obstacles and her orioy parents, gl of which Art duly oweccomes [0 win
her ipers, 17-2E1, “ A bt Lhe maiden with him e [zeland, and e phace I hiey
landed was wt Mlowi b Hlead. And when they 1ad reached the shore the maiden said
e o L iranad say o Bdewma daugheer of E-:lga.r. that she shiould ool ey in Tara
but should g from iv Farthwith and that ioweold be g had: pocent i she aere
prdared ey leave Tare®, And Arcwent on fo Teen wnd welonma was given himaeod
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thers swas o goe i Vira sk L FIEIESS did nnt |_‘:1E' Bz ENECpr far the wantan
and grievous Béouwma, Meverthelass, Arr ovdered that sinful woman o Icave Tara.
Aaed shie eose quickly in dudgzen from the prescnec of the men of Irelend without
gunversarinn af farewell until she reached Hewwth Head'' (pars. 29-300

Like Sin in the Aided Murcherraiz, Béouma in this tale proves o be a beautitvl
bt morally defective successor 1o &8 Xing's previous wile, with disesicuss conse-
quences for the monarch’s reign, Howsver, (e abuve synopsiz shoplad bave shaowa
that Sofire Aire bas a0 further cenical naccitive Chegad o the foom ol bwo elate
ambiguitie: aitecing Bacuma, the significance of which s besn well appreciated
by Bremdan O Hehir (1982, esp, 162700, The First is ber lave-baig relannaship wirh
the king's son Acl, and jhe seoond her statos as Delbchaom®s Pawed aler gor and
vierately rival, the Hyde to Delhehacm s Jekyll, so o speak. Onoarrival in Treland
i Artts inrended fover she acrually ideneifics horself a5 Delbehacm befors marryine
Conn and iasisting. as Béowme again. vupan Art's temporasy banishment. Similecly,
it the accond haelf of the suory it is she, Bécuma, who actually forces Art too seucch
far the very Delbchéem who, as Art’s spouss, will supplant her in Tara ) (he end
aof the tals.

The svmbalism here seerny Swirhe clesr, Vhe deadh of heg Diese o wife Eitkne and
Conn's resolimn logss of degieg (o role Dometinn 8% an indication thar it i time foi
hirn (o retinguisl the kingshipe e his heir efs end of 810 A new sovercigney figure
duly appears with the porencial o e a guecess a3 Delbehdom if joined to her destined
lewey Are, the king's aon, but instzad perversely opts, as the wicked Bécuma, for the
autgoing rmonarch. wha thue abtzing a racher uopropitions extension of a hithecto
heneficen: reign. This unsedefactory statz of affairs can only be remedied by Ari’s
arduous winning of the ez Delbehiiem in conformity with the divium in Sokdng
mac REchach Mwemeddin concerning che soversiznly O St thal 0 s
seldom it is obtadnaed witbaut batlles amd sonflicis™ (par, BRL Uhis, el goorse, stands
in marka wndg deliberaie conirist (o the csaal way inowhich Bécuma fell ntn his
Fathers wrms, and The st el ol Befeore Aded 15 chan il is Toll T an agzing rala
o Fgreg o bevend bis allomed span.

Wiehereas the Tircrary or myrhical significance of 2 king®s spouse a: an indicator
af hia oule appears essential to this narrative, in Finpal Rdnagin this aspect i
samowhat marainal in relation o moere mundane motives ably brought oot by
various critics (Greene in Dillon. 1968, 162-3; Chacles-Edwards, L¥7H, 130-41; &
Cathasaigh, 1985), Mevertheless, the two sz do shure serme siznilivant similiri] s
despite Singod Kdmdins releniless verizmalilude, As O Hehor pats e, “in the abimesd
complecaly deanytholngiced Fioge! Rorgin, i0s Réndn's naimeless replazcmaent wife
who Brivgs aboel bos calasirophe™ (19R3, 1a8).

Whes wee ee Sokd that Bime Bidesdo mae Aeda of Teinsror remained single for along
tae afler the death of Tis wife Eithne, who had boroe bim his wonderiol son Mdasl
Fachartaig, poputar with his own and adored by the opposits sex of the provinee,
Eventually Banan decided 0 murmy the voune diugaler ol (he nortbheen ko Bahanl
despite hic son’s waroing that so older, steadier worum waould e mare suilakle, Fhe
marriage duly took place, bur the attentions ol his Bather's new wile leroed Azl
Fathartivie imte wirtual exile, Irom which he wigs soon recalled ai vhe bebest nl the
Lemtstarmen., Origimal mateimania) rendicons woee made abundantly cbear dering a2
visil ta s stepmother's farher on rhe wase home: Yitds bad for veu that vou did
mint slocp with oor davghter. To is o vor we save her and not te that old man™
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(Il 88-7%. Hers too; then, i can be prgoed ther an andue prolongetion of bis reign
¢ implicit inthe wpeed Bomen's decizion to take 2 wife otherwise destined Tor ason
whose obvicus yeelifeiions T Kingship are repeatsdly dwelt upaon, Thiz lime rthe
catzstrophic vomnsejuences are dynastic, cncompessing the [cagic deaths ol all the
principal chaacters - Méacl Fothartsip, his fdends amd assasin, the woman's
pirenls and hiother, and finally Rondo hirpsell - cather than erop failure.

[0 thus appears chat the women of sovereignly can indoed scrve as a harbinger of
r-.'-:-'ﬁ| dearh buc ::r'p:_:_"]',l_:.-' Aoy LRs o hes WUHEIE and hmeantiful [.',1.1;.5-:: gs the heir's
intended rather then oy reversion (0w hag in ler capacicy as the old king's arigingl
S|,

It remains Lo mele Cud the Tess of kingship broughs about By sush a wonman's
behaviour ts ol invariably final. For instance, acverding (o pn gasly cale conven-
tionelly walted “Cormac’s drears”, after Cormac mas Adrt il beeome king of Tara
goed Dovhu Cuenas king of Diser, “one nighe as Cormise slept he saw a vision and
g elreern, nsmely Bocho Gunnat heving come o Tacoaos ihe Liftiag of the hosages!
pitlar el of Tara by him and its cerriage (0 Croache and seding up by him in Rach
Cridachan. Moreover, he sees his on wile, namely Eithne Théebfata, slecping with
Fachu Guanar anad tormacaiing wish b repeatedly and coming (back) to him (Cor-
mac) after thet | . . He siaw the srovince of Connacat come to Tara anid sel the
hostages' pillar in its own plage in Tara, Forchermore, e szes their heads being cul
off the women of Ulsier v the Connachtmen aod Lugadd som ol Legos siriking he
Repd ol e wife nf Eochu Guansr, namely Cocht dauehier of Perges (par. 53 Th
king wrose lerrified, and s droids and sages arc brought to hire and bhe relates the
dream e ther, namely Melehend the drid and Gengus mac Bolcaddin and Ailbe
ms elind aad Fithal, the latrer being Cormeac’s poar and judge (577 Sreffem Cor
shgie Srgidel, Thut group then i recomse e their kooeledge (fwsh and todd bim
the interpretution of che dreson dpier. ). “The hostages’ pillar being putl oul of is
place’. they said, "whiil t signilies i< vour being put cur of the Eineship al lara,
for it iz wou whie are the bostages' pillar there. and vou shall be pul armong the
Connechirmen and yoo shall be king over Crdachu as long as Fochu be in the
kimpstiip ol Tare . - . Maoreover, your wife sleepiog with him, whai il significs is thar
yourr kingship Ovze) will slecp with him and be will be bul ong year in the sovercignoy
{fersefeius) of Tara. Moreover, the striking ol her heial from 1he wife of Eochu Gun-
mial, what iz significs is that the Ustermen togelher with their king will fall az your
and the Connachtmen's hand on che day ol baidle, and it is Lugaid son of Lugna
af the Connachimen whe will bebead the king himseif. For it s the Conoachimen
whe will teke thi batile slong with youwand e is they thar will place vou wgain n
vour kingship, And thal®, they said, %is che interpretacion of the dreamn” o, hrec
kings of Ireland wnie with Eochue Guenal to Jepose Cormac . . . dpan. 737 (il
Curney, 149210, 1925}

Ife preciae and detailed correspondences Decwsen the dreson’s imagery, its inter-
pretating and what actually heppened have a distine by bildical ng (of. © Hehir,
1983, 174), being reminiscent of Jogeph's interpretaticn ol the drcams of the bucder,
the Baker and Pharaoh hirmsell (CGen, 41-20, Tor esemale. Soch allcporical applica-
tion of mantic iechnigue 15, ol course, by oo means eenfined othe Bible (eog. izl
2508532 wndd provides ) #5090 were, & commeintary on the intended vidues of Lhe syn
bols employed. & non-onciromantic situacion apalegous o hal o “Cosmac’s
Diresur” bs presenzed more allusively near e ond of Seaas Tie Sechicn, which tells
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hew Cormae seized Bithoes by Toree, Ingr hae 2o the Leinsoermen and then recoversd
her pereranenlly with peoper manral grrangements (sec O Cathasaigh, 1977, T3-61.

13, A Tuether Facie lahle o figure Do the literatee: as a portent of death s the
hreach of geiel or “tabong'. As A, and B. Bees put i, "the violution ol gewsr s
sicl & sure omen of approaching desth thet it might admeaost be inlerred Thal @ hene
is safz from harm while his gessa remain inviolile, Then, ax s Gme appeoaches its
end, he finds himeslt in situations where he Gzl werid |1I'Ei'1-1.illg, them®! {I'}EI.
1271, Althoush such teboos wer by no moepny conlined 1o kines i medieval Trish
material, their sisnilicanee aod acrrrmnbation do tend 1o be B1ATCAD i the caseof
major munierghs by ovirtee ol Seesiedr's princigle thar “the more important a
persor = and che more sgered e is, the mone peasa he has, The king's person is thus
hedeed arcand with peohibitions' {1945, 7L, Although there does noc seem Lo be
any connpselling cvidenee for an Indo-Buropsan institution of cesal tuboos, Chis
apparently widaspread concomitant of pricsthoods and sacral kingships aroand [he
glabe {of. Frazer, 1922, 168-73) could huve altached deell easily encugh o he
hierogameus monarchs of the pagun Calls or the pre-Clirisae T,

W hersis Tovil #edisi in saga generielly perian o the indisidual destined o e king
rither thin L Ul offiee itsall; wn extan biddle Teish texe edited by Dillen (L2517
Ligie jomed cheseribes Dy seven probibitings (arparfa) and soven prerogatives (Béoda)
ul 1the king of Tara fodlowed by the twin scts of five applying to cach of the four
pavvincial kings. Tr iz difficelt to gaugs the relationskhip betwesn such o svochetic
historical scheme and currant socic-politicel observances, However, Lhe pazl [2oees
piedeminaing in the prass scem to beoken a deliberately woriguariun ocienialion,
end David Greene mey well be foht oo caution in chizs conoection thal *'in Uhe wise
of cacral kingehip . . . there wes an eOOCmous sHp belween he cuncepl as preserved
snd elaborated by the lileramy men, on Che ang bands aod Che realitias of politiezl
struclures o Eacly Christian Irebind** (1979, 193, As Kelly pnints oz, glthouzh
Terorom Cormeeic: I:c_:gin'\,' s Tiss ol y l:lrlg's privper ail T |:'t:.- n_"tl.‘:-l'l'.l'l'u_‘l'ld.ir'.g, Fn ]
soprery Slel e be el good (oes kezpd taboas™ (par. 8), “geif are not montionsd
in Che surviving Tasctesta ' (1988, 20). The faet remaing, however, that even unreal
o cstansibly ouemaded features may provide & means of artieularing very reul con-
e orary aoncerns, as sugocsited by Philip O°Leary in a recent seady [LREE) arguing
that in mcdicval Irieh liverature geis are first and foremost o narracive index ol zpch
importent considerations as honour and social standing, Margowvser, whiglever Hher
pazan orizgins, tuboos are oot inherenily iodmical Lo Chrisiian teaching. Afren 2l in
sccordanes wilh am ingel of Conl’s i1u',|r|L';ic_1r| The cull (iF al hig haw was raba far
thal gresl biblicil leader of Dsrael Saosod ood daly cansed his sain at the hands of
Drslilabe amed the Philistnes dhad, 13-71.

In Hrecider e e the offericg of the xingship of Ulsier o Cormac and his
accapiance are followed by a list of the “dererminations ot his life {encfoiy w
sgepuill' or Mraboos (gesal’’ cnjoincd wpon him b his bicth by the e Cathbead
(par. A1, These are broken one after the ether in the down-laden marralive lealing
up w o ADormac's premetere dearh, whick thev thvs porend. Like che woeman of
sovercignoy menticned in 1l above. maintenuncs of his g’ eludes birm as b oo
the vergs of becoming kinge,

1o Fogont feeichme: A Ferew here 1m a w0l mcee abviows link beraoon the malnien-
goce of such b sened the orpomes of the seeareigndy itsell Upanbeing made king
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ol L, Conairs promulzaies e prohibitions revezled to him by the supermatieeal
Faal bt ¢par. 101 whe hiad shown bim how o gualify as king (par, 13). Adler unjusc
Failure oy enforoe one of (hese, “lelnot plundering (giberg] be taiken in voure ceign’™,
against Mis beloved Jusierhrothers (pais. 18-21), Conaire breaks his remaming
ahons ai an accelernling male 25 a proluds to deach, remecking o coe climastic
moment ro-nrpelead ce Ba gess gl imochy Vall my lnboos Bave caught me
tomight'” {pur. 36 = LU 6214). As munifestations of the niler’s contract with the
divine orsupeneearal order, the stace of bis geisd o5 hete sympeomeaic of the health
of hiz kingship and thus performe o macradive Munction anzlogous o chet of the
woman ol sovercignoy’s condition and condoat T some othar tales.

14. The preceding seglions hisve sought to highlight the close correlalion between
parracive gnd more absirasi accoants of the propes or improper aliobieres of
sovercignoy, the curollary heing that myth and story accurplely reflect contcre-
poraneous ilewlegy in this crocial arca. However, the pesl chapler mesl address the
question of huw Tar this idealegy and s mythelogical or marrative refleetions wees
in tume with the Cheistian tenor of the Parician selemenr held to govern cecly
mehieval Trish Jaw aod society as o whole (che 3, 9 ch. 4, 3-8




CHAPTER 5IX

Soverelgnty
and the Church

1. In vizw of the comperative evidence adduscd in the previous chapter fon the
guite sxienzive pre-Christian rocts of many besic ingredients concerncd, ane mighr
be Jurgiven lor thinkine chit o hundamentelly pazan ethos of sacral kingship had
survived the establishrent of Christanily in Ireland with little or ne signiticant
change. This, Tor instance, appears (o be Mag Cang’s view: “the Church's orpanirs-
tion adapted isell 1o the palive sucial sirociure and evolved with it uncil the grest

cclesiasrical reform nf the elevesiih and twelllh centuries, This netive order was
hazed wpon the small rribal kingdos, or conglamearlion of such kinguloms, #ach
with its sacred king who was the focus and pivor of socio podioeal orgamis lion, y
him stood his druid in pre-Christian cimcs, later his Tearned poed (10" andd jedge,
who werz leter joined by abbot or hishop, Becavse of its cenrial role i tradicional
sogivty the kingship generared & vast proliferation of movih, heeo-tale and legend,
which cuntinved 1o be sdded to within the Chrisdan and licerate period . . . When
Lhee rifusaf ol the "hiercaomos”, the seered martage to the goddess which solemnized
thee inavguration of the sieral king, wes trimmed of its more blatantly scxuzl
clements, probahly in the sath cenlury, (s accempanying mythology continued
unzhated, because of the very centraliy of (e fnstitotien of kingship . . . Like ail
mythe it had its steroorypes (was inoasell, none neghl sy, a0 stersoivpel, bul never
Lost its sociel reference and funcricn until cthe sociery isell was Dby desizoyend,
Mothing demonstrates more cicarly the continuity of mychological concepis in Insh
trought goc lierature under Christinite®” (1534, 43).

Flowewer, Miae Clina's own rather surprising stricoures about "“Trish scholars, who
beczuseal thair strongly positvist philological formacion, heve discegarded the kely
effects of a sweeping religions Gand Frdelleciual) chioge oo the traditional corpus of
reprhico-religiows texta" {ibid., 37 prosopt che guestien whecher the Christien and
mronastic meutders of this maierial really could have aoeepied at face valoe o sacrality
viosted in A goddess or poddesscs, when the vary acknow ledeement ol such status
Elegrancly contravensd the First Commandmcnn of their monatbeisns cresds ©hon
shalt have none other gods in my sighe'® (Dt 517 eox foebalies deos afieroy in oos
spwcin ey, 11 however they did have scruples abaut this fundamenral matier, why
chied ey explieds andd even delight inchese oftzn vnashamedly crotic syimbals? Tid they,
pechaps, apply an alleworival or tvpological inferpreianie Chrismong (che 3, 1207

138
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I Tao besan wirly, there can be no douBbt thae eeniral reners of this regnal ideology
were Fully aitaned to clerical srcitudes from gl beast the seventh centory on. Thus
the earfy eighth-contury Irish Cenoms, here cilimg the seventh-coniury texe D X
Abdsivis Soeendi (Anron, 1982, 583.4), declare chil “ihe iniquity of an unjust king
dizruprs peoples’ peace, raises obstacles ro kingship, removes lands® ruits, hinders
the geople®s services; eads (o den cocs’ deaths, stins up enemivs’ GNTSINE N
territorics, works besls up everswhare with the seveging of stock, gives s tn
atimoapheric sturms, impedes e fecundity of lands and the bounties of the s,
kindles lightnings, burne up e blnssoms of trocs, cass down unmips [Fuits, nar anly
darkens the counlerance of the present rubs but also obscures: sonsand grandsons
so that they should ant Iaheric the kingship™ §Cwe, Sl XXV, 3]

According o the same seurce Vthe justice, however, of & Just'king (fusfifis vero
regiy fustd) s the following: to judge oo one unjusily, (o ke a defender of strangers,
widdipw s and ._',||_'L'|]'l_a_'|_'|g‘ to check theliz, L 'pl,ll'-i-l: adulicrics, not to narture the
unshiaste end gctors, oot to exall the wicked, 1o destray the wicked from che earih,
el 1o allow parricides and moucderees o live, to defend charches, to succpur [he
pon wirh slms, o sel just men over e Kingdom®s affairs, to have wise and zobe
old men gs vounsellors, non o heod the supcratitions of doudds {megore),
sorcorosses andl augurs, (o defend the councry bravely and justly agains! adversanics,
po truet in Cind Chrnaghoor, nar o became haughty from suscesses, 1o bear all adver-
sities patzentiy, o hold the catholic faith in Ged, ool o allow Bz sons to act
wickedly, 1o artend to pravers at reselar times, nob 1eoake Pocsd before a suitakle
b, The king's justice is peoplss™ pesce, & countiy's piotoction. subjecis’
invinlakility, 8 nation’s defznee, cure of diseazes, men's happiness, clemency of
weatheor, calmness of sea, Pecundily of land, solace of the poor, sons’ inhernanae,
hope of fuiure Ceticity, abandanee of craps, fortilioy of crees {us/ify rege pox
popnforiey exl, dwledien hatrige, Frmuanitas pleliz, munimeniee gonis, cule
fenguorae, zivdiun Bomingo, RMPEias geris, Serenitos moes, lerroe Seoundilia,
solaiivm paursirask, Revwditas fifiorem, soes fatirae begiitiafing, sopeien) ahurdak-
sien, arlmvnen fecuredinas)' (ibid.. XXV, 4L

I'he bazic dichoromy hero s eatively in keeping with Traverbs 2904 “'the just King
ragiserleowp the Jand; the gresdy man shall casd o down (rex fustis exigit ferram «ir
avaris dastraet oy . Furthermore, "a king Chi sifteth in the throne of judgment
scattercth-awey all svil with his eves™ (Prov. 2R, rex gui seded in soffe ivdion
Jiriagt amre mlnem infuil win),

Marrative reflexes of thesz aind similar principles are in good supply, oo a fow
germene examples most anffice here. Regal injustice’s hindranee ol proplic's services
i illustraled when “‘neither service (fegremt nor cecompense by the kingdoms
remained™ as @ result of Bres's meanness in Carh Mg Fadreed (par, 383, probaily
a dleliberaie ccha of JTudges 92535 “who is Abiroelech, thae we shauld serve Rim?™
(see 11 helow), The enfeebled Calhaer’s Falure to check his gresdy sons’ depredi-
jinns nn Buchet in Esrgdn Tise Hocbed confravencs the injunciion not to alles coe's
wofs 0o gor wickedly sl vauses loss of the Tara soversienty rather as The venalivy
of the aped Samuel’s sons signals che end of their line of judges wod & new linz of
keings (1 Sam. AKgs. 31, In Trgall Briidee Dg Derea the peuple of Tara’s initial relue-
panse e eepd the southfel Conaire as King (par, 15 iz emivcnrly compatible with
Ui Irisl Canons' citation of Ecclesinstes 10167 v Ll terve cuius rex est puer ' woe

e thee, o land, whese king is o boy™™ (Can, B0 XXV, 5 Conaire soon shows
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himsaelf ready to have wise and sober old men e covoseller: by announging 1 will
eriitire of the wise thas [ may be wise mysel0 (par, 13, frvoseonroy so do pdeffied
carham mdeth fo-deisinl, but then Bails e check thelt in Bis reign by his fostor-
brathers (pars, LE-9), Admeost ineleciably bis pactialioy foe the Tamer leads him into
& fales judmerment alfowing chem and their Telinw murderons miscroans to live {pars.
20-21%, with dizasirous consegquences for king and kKingdam. Salomon, i seems, was
right,

Moaoreover, the imbuing of the kine’s justice wich obviously Christion elements and
poclesiasrical concerns is aizo found in so-called Vsecular™ wisdom texis i he wer
iiacdlar. Theso tvpically blend = smattering of such specifics with mamy moers nziiiral
pracopes chet era, navercheless, by and Lirre perfectly compaiible with the reachings
aof Church end Bible, Becogmivion ol this faiars led Fharaeysen toomast the fallow-
ing possibilivies abowt the author of whar he regasdad as the carlicst reoension (AY
af the Awetgohs Moegiod ediled by hime: “the anchor neighe well he e f20 who was
a Brirhes al the same fimes he reoommends the king oo base his decisions on
judpemnenc: reached carlier (89): naturally, only the professionel brisess cin pro-
vadla b with these. O the other kand, he s guite unwarlike {220 his ideal iz peace
and comfortable quice (133, and thers iz no word whour the king™s detiss o Inoking
alter his army and being ready for battle, sven thovph be s promizad viclioy as a
eward for his righreousness {52, of. LL). Thus onby one side of the O Frsh kingship
is cophasized. One could almost thiok of o churchoman as (he zuthod, i thizs were
not concradicted by the drunkenmess allowed al Testive gatherings and in the king's
drinking ball'™ [EWL7. TE]L

Thurpeysan's grownds For suspecting clerizal suthorship arc typically perceprive,
il guch sipius peed oo longer be regarded as 2t all incompatible with that of poed
ar waddge (ehe 1, 1121 On the ather hand, wolerance of drinking is no mors coeen|
Al argument against eoclesiasticel auchorship hers than io the cisy o Saing Brigi's

O0d Trish Life, which refers to the monastic prosustion of aly Ter consumpiaen by
' visiring preachers and others on Church feasts (eog., Bedlfo Beiple; pars. 21 and 28}
il more strikingly, a contempurary posen in prase ol Acd Ua Foindid, bishop of
Armazh 1032-1058, eliied by Cerard Sarphy (1944, 140-047 flatters its recipient &
“Aed oo hishop of Anmagh, o whom meltings are browed™” vs. 18, Aeid,
epscnp Airgd Macim sanl, dla mddator frecha do Sreith} presiding over heavy
drinking m bosowatrtled house™ teas Ll o ke ship shrebrald co frén) and rebfers Lo
his conremporary, the famous coclesiastical scholar-poss Flenn Muinisirech of
bonastorboios, 28 e mapgical mead-sage who gualls ale™ (vs, 31, mcdlswe e
sllizas fine.

The complex relationships betwesn Awdfocf! Moredos’s valious EXIAnT VCrsions
have vot to be definitively clarfi=d, but ecconding (o Binchy " here 15 @ remarkaile
concrast betwesn the A and B recensions ol thig resi: the Formes, which Thurnevsen
mistakeniy (eok (o be pliler see SO 300, 2980, aentainz & nember of Chris-
tion loimwards as well as sevaral counsels based on Chrislian teeching, whergiss 1L
has ng lognwinds (orhar than clasagia “plants’} and no specificely Chrastin san
irments'’ {1966, 3-4, 030 Reparding the same B rocension its maost recen] edior,
Fergus Kelly (19761, asks ““was Audachs Moroing compessil 5y g cleric?™ and
replics ©1 would Zoubt this. Apar from a Few Christian i lsnsords feog. par.
20 hendachy 'hlessing’) and o celerence 1o he Oresim (par. 32 dddifem), dudecki
Marainn seems devold ol Chrsian elemenis. 10 0 were the work of a clerc, ane




