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Seeara el (o, Gew, L21-20 arc abwvious Trish parallels. lodesd, detailzd biblicszl
echoes in the lormer huve been pointed pur by O Corsfin (1985, 54). The political
dimsension of wensalogy will figure promincrely in chapler tan and i suffici=nthy
cranmonplice  (Vansing, 1973, 15534 to meke independen) converpence a
reasanable cxplanacion lee sorme of the above agreements, although heir cumulative
cvidenec probably points o signilicinl biblizal influence. However thal may be, il
cann be confidently assereed thar the moensstic compilers of extant earfy Trish
gencalomical meterial would have Been Telly awwre of these resonances with (he
Biblz.

Phianks to the pionzering work of O Casrdin g olhers, it is becoming increas-
ingly clewr thial the Pible, particularly the logal sections of 1he Pentateuch, exercised
& major inlluence ipon beth the theoretical framework and the aciual contencs of
evein the carliesr Trish baw iracts, whether canon or sccular, in Lalin or the ver-
nacular. Those important insighls will be discussed more fully in chapler four anil
de pot, of course, preclude signilicenl pre-Chrsten clements, Thar said, 11 i
indisputazle thet O0d Irish law was consciouesly linked with that of the O1d Tasia
reenl, even (o Lhe extenc of asscreing that pre-Chrstian Irish lww wes fundamentally
Maosiaie uod bl breen leeroed from che horse’s mouth, seoo speak, by Fénius
Farsaid's (see 4 helow) pupil Cal Ceinbrethach (*fair-judiing’), whe subsequencly
came ro Ireland with the sons of Mil (3 Corrdin, 1987, 1HE-494),

Early Irish gnomic reacts sush ws che Audecht Morainn (Kelly, 19760 amd Tecoscon
Cormaic have obviows affinities with Okl Testament wisdony Titerature jz repre-
sented by Proverbs, Wisdom and Evclesiasticus sbove all. A pointed sivle based
upon & constant and varied hnterplay beoween parailelism and ancithesis, Tommulsic
repetition and veriation, s noticeable in both literatures, but such features seem Lo
be almost inevitable in an aphoristic gane and the Irish examples fall shoroof, say,
Proverhs® Prequend stylistic intoeasy. Since, moreaver, similaritiss in conent are noo
unduly siriking overall, a concern with carly medieval Irish mores appears to have
outweighed slavish irmitation of the Bible in the ennstilution aod development of an
[righ genre thar wonethelsss conteins obviows Cheistian elements (ch., 5, EZ).
Fegardicss of whether an onginally. pagan form has been assinnlaled to Christionity
or biblical and petristic models have been rather freely adapted o Trish conditieny,
there can be litcde doube ther monasiic Feeeadd drew pertinent parallcls between (heir
cwn gnomis literature and that of the Bible, 1 is, lfor instance, hardly 2 eoincidence
Uhal Tevosco Cormadc, which is cast inoa question ani wnswer form probebly derived
fraem the monaslic schoolroom (Charles-Edwards aml Kelly, 1983, 251, ropresents
the ilhasrrious king of Tirs and Ireland, Cormac mae Aiit, giving sectionelised prac-
tizal and moral instructions b his son just 25 the greze king of Jerusalem and Istael,
Solamon, s envisaged addressing various cheprors (2, 3. 5, & ele ol hiv Proverse
to hiz zon. A particular branch of sarly Idsh aphoristic lterarwrs s reprasen|ed by
substantipl compilations of Triads aml Heptxis. Plausible biblical models can be
Founed here and there in the wisdom [ieraipre, For instance the heptad in Proverhs
A:14-1% and {he (nads in Ecclesiasticus 25:0.2 (¢, Prov. 253 and 26:5 and the serics
of ‘rrads! expanded (o tetrads In 30:18-31), but the wenre vertninly developed &
eraimentiny of % ewn 1o early Christian Ircland.

The prominénce of kings in early Irisk sapgas is obwiously et and forsmost &
native feature reflectivg the cenfral cole of menarchy In pre-Sosman Irish socely
and politics, buc che facr remains chat cthiz and orker ingredicents were alinmst bowng
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Lo remind medievil wrilers stecped in the Bible of the gripping narrative in 1-4 Kings
fin the Septeugnl and Vulgase, buc 1-2 Sarouel and 1-2 Kings in the Hebrew Bible,
Eiglish Authorived Yersion cre.). For instance, the constant conflicl in the so-2alled
lster Cyele’ belween the Ulidian kingdom with its capital at Emion Machae and
the other provinees of Treland led by the monarchs of Crogchu in Connacht was
cminently compatible with the recurrent hostilities Detween Lie kimgs of Tedah and
thoss of (he tribally more diverse lzracl after the division of the kingdom betwern
Beheboam and Jerzbonm io 173 Kings, 12,

1. Morcover, Iosh monastic saga-writers were presemably as prone as their Morse
counterparts {gee ch, 1, %) to adapt biblicad aod orbes Christan elements (o their
narratives, This possibility will be further euplared below wod in subsequent
chapters, and @ single cxample must sullics here. Tn Huerary descripticns of the
Frwignen or nstels of cortain ddealized mvthical representmtives of the socizlly
importani earky Irish class of frivgeid or hospitalless ermphases s 12id apon the dis-
pensalion of food to ell vistors from cauldrons in which meal was liziled (MeCone,
1984, 2-7). Thus the first section of Sodle Myicce Meic Do Thd states of such an
esiahlishment: “'the man whe went along the read used to pue the fork inlo the
cauldran and, whatever he hrought up from the fist thrust, thae is what he would
ear. Tf, however, he did not bring up anvibhing from the fitat visit, he wouold nor get
another™, Since this theme of quite literal pod-lock is scarcely consonant with the
Od Irish laws' medculous deteiling of the typeand amounts of (ood dec to guests
im siricl accordance wich their shaws, it conics as litle surprise rhat lager versions
of-ihis motif should stzempl Lo resolee the anomaly, Thus the Middle Trish Sodl no
Fir Flotha (par. 10) gives king Cormac 2 magic cauldron of this type capable of
gwarding different culs af meal to the thrusters acverding to the niceties of runk,
and this modificalion presumably underdiss the nile in the sega Bruiden D Choog
ipur, 311 that ““just one throet of hie fork used o he given to esch persom, and
there only coarmes Sis proper food out of thal®', At 3l cvents thereds a sirang privig
Faciz case for an external arigin of what looks like the original version in Scdls
Muicee, wnd 1 SamKes, 2:15-3 duly 12lls of the custom thal “*whocver had
snerilived @ victim, the prisst’s servant uscd 1o come while the pisces of meat were
being hoiled, and he used (o have a three-pronped tork in bis hand, and he used Lo
pul it into the cauldron or vessel of pot or keole, and everything thas the fork
brought up the priest uzed to take for himself™". The similaritics here are such thal
tle nhwious explanition is o direct borrovwdng From the Bihle with such minoer adap-
tations as the new contear demanded.

The fupclion of this motif may be largely crnamencal, bur maore could well be
invalyed in view of the Mew Testament's evident penchant For relerences ro the Old
inerder io shape cssential tvpological messages. As Lampe puls it “"ar almost svery
punl | he evangelists, often by mesns of subte hints and aflugians, convey their
beliel that what God hasd aocomplished in Christ waz analogous 1o his greal aels
recoided in the Scriptores't (1975, 137, Moreover, David Howlert hes now deman-
stiated chat st the very dawn of Trish letcers 51, Pacrick made highly el Testive Wwae
af just such a technique of significant biblival allusion in his extan: writings (1989).
Accordingly, il 1he interpretation of Scdir Medcos 88 & moral satire il lered Telow
{see ch. 3, 11715 valid, the introductery seripiural allusion could wefl be 2 deliberate
cue evoking the apposite bibfical {rime narrative concerning the gross miszondwe: of
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Eli's sons and it dire consequences. Be thar as il may, there are undonbie) cases
where the reeogiition of biblical allusions and their confext @5 crucial ro the pverall
sipnificance of & naviative episgde. It has long hean reaficed that sarly Trish saga and
hagiography, whether in lalin or the vernacular, Iave much in common, and
Muircha’s seveath-zenowey Tife of Parrick in Latinis a gl early sxample of what
roight e termed '*seincy epic in the Insh mode'” (McCone, 1984h, 33-8), Scriptural
guaralion aned relerence play a major amd hitherto insutficiently appreciaced role in
Muirclnts narritive, und a bricf discisssion here showld help to idemify foctors of
potential relevanye to topics dealt with in laler chapters.

The grear set piece in Muirchi [ 16-21 (Bieler, 1974) bringing Parrick and his small
und of followers jntn conflict with and oltimare tiumph over the Trish catablish-
tment under the king of Tara, |.degaire mac M2, revolves round a great pagan feast
explivitly likened (15, 2) to thal given by king Mebuchadnessar ot Babylon in chapte
thiree of Daniel. Although there i« nelhing approaching slavish imitation, theee are
some evidently deliberare verbal echoes of the book of Daniel. For instence, the
funcrintaries assembled (congragari: Muir, [ 15, 2, Dan. 3:3) comprise kdngs (hduir.
reges, Dan. fyrannd), salraps, chicfs, nohles aml princes (sarrapae, duces, LA e,
principes) in harh, wllhough the pagan monarch’s “‘mapiacrates and Jutlges’”
[RTREIRraTs ef dudives) are significantly omitied by Muircht lesc this delrcl from
his deliberate depiction of o reprecentative of this cliss as an earky conveel 1o Chris-
tanily (see chl 1, L) Muivelid's (hree main categorics of stubbornly Pacan das dddn
are termed Mg, reanrarares and anoices in conformity with Dendel 5211 fefo 2217
orc. by ad has subjects” salutation o Lowegsire, rex fn aelormum vive Yiing, live
forever'! (Muir, 115, 53, is identical (o (hat upplied to ariendal potentates in Danicl
{319, 200, 6:R, &:Z21), Nebuchednesear's yrent feast provides he setting for che
refucdl of Shadrach, Meshech and Abednews 1o worship the golden stutue, the
king™s steemnpt to kill theen in the fiery furnace aml cheir miraenlous escape with
Liod’s help. Later inm the bouk o similar sequence of events oocurs when Diandel’s
insizlence upon worshipping God in defiance of Kivg Drivs™ edict Ieads to his being
st inlo Lthe Hons' den, miraculous resone from which hrings about the king's con-
version ([ian, 6], Pacrick likewise delies che king’s pagan rije by welebrating Easters
fhuir. T 15, 36), escapes an attenipd upon his life througl mirueulons diving
intervention {1%, 6-4) and finally converls the monarch (21§ ‘These biblical
resomances falp to endow Tara with an opulemt imperial atmosphers highly con-
gerial to Muirchid's politicyl concerns (T 19, 1, of. McoCone, 1982, 137), while
simuitanecusly highlighiing the struggle againat entrenched paganism and ©he ability
al i laithful few to riumph ageinst buge odds with Gi™s suppert.

Harwever, Loegaire is also likened by Muirchi to a more insidious New Testamen
sowereign, Adter bis droids® (e} warmings about the threat posed by Patrick and
the new religion his ergo guditic crbois est rex Lolswlre voidle wt ofim Evodis af
arites civites Temorin cunt ee “having heard these things, rhen, king Limpaire was
excecdingly disturbeul, like Herod once, and all the city of Tara with him'® (1 18,
1). This is an explicic echy of king Herod's reaciion to the enquiries of the Lhree magf
i Matchew 2230 audiens metenm flerodes rex furlisius gt et omuis Hisrasolveng com
affi. Thus Tdra is now cquated allusively with Terasalem, and the comparisnn wilh
Herod introduces Locgaire's deceitful side, feigning schimission to Patrick while
ccally fniencding tu kill him. Afrer Daniel had expounded Tis dreim Nebuchadnezzar
fell doswn and adored him (Dan. 2:46, wne rex Nabuchodonovor cocidit i faciem
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syam i Danihelom adorevin) ot & simiter action by Losgaire gfler divine interven-
Hon Lo thwart his first elToet to kill Patrick is meie precence (Muir, 118, 162 e venis
rex fniare coactus ef ik penue corom sareto o finxit adorire guest 1olebar), jusl
[ike Herod®s expressed wish to adore Christ (Matth, Z:380 W/ ef ego HERTENE aa i
st Like the holy Tamily, Parrick and hig followers are fierihwith cnablad By G
o avoid the king's unwelcome allenlicns.

The wider implications of these analogics betwesn ‘Tara and Jerusalem, | degaire
and Herod, Pacrick and Christ {explicidy ar Muir. 119, 2) will be discussed in sub-
sequen| chapters along with Mrther examples of Muorehd's painted use il seriprural
altusion. Meanwhile the foregoing should give some indication of Murehi's varied
marrative exploitatin of Scripture. Dires) guotations, whether wiiribued (e.g. 117,
1) or not {e.g 119, 4 = Gen, 15:6 wod Rom. 4:3), and gxphicit referanoes such s
(hose to Mebuchadeerzar and Herod are employed on oecieion, bie an apprecialion
of their biblical setting is liable 1o endeow the nacrative wilh a further complex ol
associations relevant to its ellest and message. For present purposes parlicular
interest alraches o Muirchi's suggesrive regreadion of the underlving =iruciure and
messige of cortain biblical naratives by means of rather different surface details.
A [urther cxample of this is Parrick’s final conlest with Losgaire™s pagan druid. whe
wai hurned in the green half of 2 weodsn house whercas Patrck s disciple remaingd
wafe in the dry hall (T 20, 9-13). Despile vonsiderable differences of derall and a lack
of obvipus wverbal cchoes, this episode reproduces the core anderlying Lhyah's
aelebruled confrontation in God's name with the prophcts of Baal before the
backsliding king Ahab (173 Kas. 18:17f.) whereas Baal failed o light the dry wnoed
under his prophets’ offering, Ciod ignited the wel wood under Elijah™s and rthe
ememy were duly destroyed, Allin all, there can be litle doubt that the Hible pro-
wied & major wnd olten subtle stimulus o Muirchid's fertile inagimation.

Similar possibililies should be reckoned with in other branches of carly Irish
litrerature, including verngaular segu, and rhe sccond parl el Tochrere Etaine miy
he worth considering i1 this respest. This tefls how A Anguba became infatuaied
with his elder heather Eochaid®s wile Ealn: fell sck, was tendod by Etain and
arranped Lo make Tove with her, | ove-sickness of this (ype is & sufficientiy coonmon
s manif 1o provide w plawsible cuplanation of this narrative in terme el native
uriging, hut there are alsw »liking paraliels with I Sam./Kgs. 13, iu which Travid®s
s Ammon feigned sickness for Jove of Tamar, sister of his eller half-hrother
Ahsalom. and ruped her as she tended hini. This episode could well have been
adapted by a the monastic writer of Tevhriene Erafne 1o his owi nariative purposes,
which reguired @ :light alteration in relatians betamsen the principals and the frusis
tion of Adill's lose by Midic. Prool can hardly be supphed in such a case, bt a
crsative interplay of native amd biklical models does fook Tike a distincl possibilicy.

Cansiderarions such as the ahewve, which could probahly he applied 10 rather more
genres than che major enes just treaced, chims i well with citetions (see ch. 1, 1)
from the peeudo-hisiorical prologue 1o the Sencheur Mdr snd Misdelechta 1o the
effect thar Scoplure and coclesiasticul Ladin scholarship deminaced the hybrid
aystem of learning generatcd by the assimilation of poeds, jurisis and historions wilh
presumet pre-Christian roots o a nsing clerical and monastic coltural esfihiish-
ment. 1y, of course, highly likely that criginally pagan elerments tfound thelr way
intg (his amalgam. but cerlaindy not as pan of a deliberate policy [o prescrve
manifesrations of a pugepism dercsted by the Church and her associales (e che &,
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8- 14}, Learned monastic inceresr in the pre-Chrisrian pase can be Gar more cragdibly
aseribed to a desire too control and cxplait it social and polivical podential wich Ol
help of perceived biblical parallels capable of heéing enhanced af even Tahricated as
cucasion demamnded. The corcllary wounld, of couwrse, bethac the literare learned
cliasses ure unhbkegly 1o buve treated pigen and orel raw 'macerial with anything like
Phe temder respect <o essenlial 1o (he nalivist congepticn of much sarly Irish
literarire.

4. A dualisiic approacl i that Hlenatere bas engourieed o tendency to treat its
Latin and (04 or Middlc Trish cnmponents in selacive ssolaron Prom each olher, bul
the truth s thar vircuallv gl carly Trish licerary gonecs were te a greater Or lesser
extent bilingual anll thas gs & rule the predominance of Lacin increases the further
back one goes, This the eecliest annalistc, senealopgicsl and hagiooraphical marerial
wils compiled in Latin, the vernacular intruding increasingly as time wont on.
Fevitably, there were Erignsdtional phases in which Letin and Irsh were frecly inmer-
mingled; nfezn inoane and The sime senience, eprsude or eniry, For instance., gbout
a quarter of the rowghiy ninch-century O3 Trish Life of oz i written in Letio,
anrd therc is no shoreage of mixed passages in anoals and weneidogies, Similecly, ooe
finds edificatory matcrial in Latin, the vernazalar o both, @ particulacly ne bilio-
muel example being the seventh-contury Camibrai Hamily with-alieraling blogks of
Liattin amd OOl Lrish (3es, 11 244-7), The olossing of & Latin cext in Oid Tiish is By
defimtien W hilimgual anderiaking, but the mejor eighth-centary oollections of
Wiitehwrg and Milan conlwin an abundaocs of Latin and mixed alosses too, and a
similar Tingwistic mixture charpgierioas exis like the %, CGall charms agzinst
sickness, the mosdy westamentary Addierneniy in the Book of Armegh aod che
insrructions in the Stowe Missal. A more detailed disciession of such phenomens
with appropriute examples will be found sieewhere (MeCaone, 1989, Ta-RO0). The
deen tnterpenelcilion ol secular and canon law in ocexts emanacing Froonn ey
medisvil Ireland's monastic law schools hes been alluded to carlier, and the adini]
lecdly Fairly spirss examples of Latin citations in the former have been recently col-
lected by O Coreding Rrestnach and Breen (1884, 430-8).

In the geires most closely associaled wilh (e Jil, nemely pross or prosimecram
sagas, various kinds of voerse, linguistic and postic (reagises, the vernagular is over-
whelmingly preponderant, as one might expec, bul i is ndiceable that soaiches of
Larin sometimes gocur. particularly in varicus rubrics associned with the text, For
exumple, verse or prose specch may be incroduced by afid “said' or 1he like, (be
beginning vr #nd ol o texc or epizode may be marked by Sedoir oo flae respectively,
and the semibe of the Bouk of Leinster Tain concludad hizs massive vernacular under
taking wirth a striking Dalin voda expressing some coserverions sbout iss validicy.
Ewven trearises such as the Feiw 13 iract amd Micteiinsche Fersiehren, which were
clearly wrirten either by or for pnets or hath, gre nol altiid 1o use Lacdn hers and
there. Thus various sections of the Feeslsfeea are marked by dociodt wod firii, Text
1l imtroduces “'the owelve parts of poctiy™ in Tann o and 810 [cfeedecim paries
gotefiope Fae sl bt in Losh in Balbvmots (00 ermdl! s Qlidachia aresg wis)
(Thurneysen, 1881, 301, and friv 13, 36.17-9, backs the view that “‘the three divi-
siime Ul voice are size, firmness and softness’ {or & feorg rorne godhe L med,
sovegirte, 7 maofitte) by gunting Cicere as souree in Laring w! v Odegen, Sgura
vacks in fres partes divifdifar, v megafedieem, iy Sreiiaglemn, e fn mrodiiRgiren .
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The Middle Trish etymological (ract Cefir Ammenn or “The Finess of Names®
ohviusly nwes muach to the methadology of the Jale sixth- and early seventh-contury
Spanish bishop Isidore of Seville, and is quite prepared 1o Exase irs inventive explina
tions on Latin, or even such bits of Greck as Lsidore o the Tike had explainzd, in
addition to Irish. For instance, the Munster dynastic name Eogomachi and its
eponymous aoceslor Fogan are given the Tollowing ctymologizs: ' Logan his name
from procremlivm, 2. dngenesis, Le good hivth (gein maik] oo aeeoune of its e,
e ew, e benp (o, sidore, Erven V1 43). Gemsids indeed i the geseratio of
Eogan (cf. Lz, V1 ii 3). Bogan then is Bong gengrativ in ils analysis . . . From
this comes Fagenachr, ie. bong nokifin, 1.¢. 2 good wetdon (eef maith) of his 1o
free the men of Ircland tfrom fGunine. Eager:.:n.-ﬁ:l.l, e, Mopan-iche, 1.2, the mercy
(ichiy of Eogafl on the men of freland, ar Eopan-nechl, 1.¢. the offspring (necki) of
Luwan, i.c. nechr offspring (chwen}, i.c. the seven Foganachta are the oifspring of
Cowan™ (par. 371 When confronted with the need for a thyme with an o hel wisc
iniractable Lutin sainl's name, the obviously monastic poet who produeced the 0ld
Trish Félire Cengussn around 800 AL, bas recourse to Latin, us to [he striking verse
togmirm Finipin chargic/ post comlempfum mondss o8 (e choen an daindis Virwd,
Tocmmdi (l'eh. 213, Verses wholly er predomingncly in Latin also ocear in basically
Old Irish hymng aseribed to Colmdn, Thtén and Browdin (Fhes [T 302, 303.5,
31Z26.8-9, 3d9.13-4). These phepomen: indicate not eoly o pastically educiied
aulhors familiar with Latin but also readers anil recilers expected o have similar
backerounds wod allsinmeants,

This intermingling of Latin and the vernagular o varving exenss 15, of eourse,
precisely what vne would cxpect to find in (be Hterary products of o monastizally
ariented learned olass, Ag argned towards Lhe end of chapeer one, the most csteemed
members ol (his were Latin scholurs, jurisis, historians and posts appareatly bound
topether by literacy and g core educational syllabus on lo which their varipus
specializations wers grafted, Uhis statc of atfairs would prosumably heve beed
plmuost idesl for promoting o feecoand crestive interplay between natave nd
povlesiastioal materisl, Latin and the vornacular, Some evidence has alceady Been
presented to sugges! bt intensive cross-fenilization of this kind lies sl the haart nf
st cxtant medieval Trish liceratare, and (his should aecumulate as the book pro-
grcases. The present chaprer will continue o conecnirate upon cerlain aspocts of
narrative genre, stvic and tochnigue Uil may have a bearing wpon tho central
questiom,

[n this and other Biblically vriepied cultures sny theery of & language’s ocigins
wis bound o be based upon The Tower of Babel episode i Genesis FLL Lsadore's
doetrine in the opening seclions of the ninth book of his Erymoiogies is thal Liahrew
wits the origingl lunguage of mankind, that this, Latlin and Gresk are the (hroe
sacred languages by viriue of heing used on the cross and as such are supetion Lo
e remainder of Uhe seventy twa or theee, including Trish (12X i 103), recognised by
him as the produgt of God®s contusion of mankind at the rower, This account lies
ar the heart af (he 01 Trish cenonicl section of the poets” manual, Aurmcepd o
#Eces, bul |he status of Trsh was gresstly enhanced by a neat twist. Phis represente:l
the epervmous ancester of the fend or Trish, Fénius Farsaid, @s staying on after (he
dispersal at the tower, located in Egvpt, 2nd being asked by the seveney-two pupils
af his sehopl to exiract a taoguags for ctheir wse, The (ext gocs on o clam wilh won-
der Ful audacity thit what was best then of every language and what was widest and
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Cimesl wigs cud oun wnda Insh™ (ahlgydsc, 1982, 97-8) which is thus representad s
a virtual révonstilulion of munkind's original pre-Babel idiom. Thuz a dectnne
inspired by Jsidore anl the Bible asseried a privileged position for Trish ahead aven
ol Isidore™s threg sacrel longuss, and obviowsly provided 2 charter for s wiitien
culrivarion ainngside one ol (hese, Lilin, in the monestecies. Afoer all, if the Bible
cowld be composcd in bwe differenl kingsages, why should Indsh monastic lirerature
not be similacly bilingual?

3. In most eecly Indo-European literarwies such as those of Indin, Gresce and
Bome thery 35 almost plwevs 2 clear divide between prose and verse lexls, whereas
varbain ypes of wirly Lrisk nurrasive are quite prone oo interspere prose narnlive
and dialegue witlh verie puel inle the mouths of the characters thamselves, There is
no berter illustrarion of 1he exolic prelersncss of medern nativism than the thenry
of Tndian paralels and Tode-Foropsin erimng which was advanced by Myles Dillon
(1947, &-11) on the basis of earlier work by Winddisch and has remained largely
unchallenged since. India's oldesr bodies of verse and prose literature are rospoc-
Lively the ofien highly allusive pocms of the Rigveda and the sumewhat laeer prosuic
riugl prescriplions of the Brahmanas. The former somelimes iake the form of
diplogues amd Lhe Laller cocasionelly rise to & simple prose tale explaining 1he origin
al a deeal, Wds bardly surprising cher the Brahmanas should on occasion cile
auwthoritacive Yedie verses, and o couple of instances where such verses fran an
aliusive Rigwvedic strophic dialogue are inserisd oo plain Brahmanic prosc have
been held to mirror an ancient narrative techoigee in which difficul: verse alternated
with explanatory prosc. AL First, wea are (old, vnly the verse was written down, the
prose being recited orally, huat later this oo e (o be added in one or two cascs.
Wilher in prose or verse, allusive Llitcraowre reqoires a snewledge of the necessary
Backeroumd e s eflecy, but this is a far cry frome posicing simoltanesus explims-
ity %00 0o speak. Aler oll, what i the point of writing a fong and melricelly
clabneare allusive poem only to have it incerruptod by banal piose explinaiions afler
cvely single verse? Are we [ suppose, for iostance. chat the recitarion of the allen
mythically allusive odes of slussazd poets ke Pindar or Horace, nof to menion
Clazsical Modern Trish Bardiz poeiry, wis distupted by prose axplanations whenover
the going got difficult? Soch procedures would presumably have been both
sgsthecically intoletable and insulting o the audience’s intellipence,

Meveribeless, this extraordinary speculation about the eriging of & most acrpicsl
misiure oF prose ool verse inoa couple of bricf Tndian learied narmatives fTom the
First imilleninm B.C bae Cormed the basic of 2 comparizon Wit certam Ivpes of Irsh
saga from the carly Chissian pericd, and chis in tuen has spawned a theoey af niixed
prove and verss sages amaong the non-livzrare Inda-Earapedns sonme ihres millenia o7
mors B.C. The grounds for this Gr-reaching inference gre flimey, to sav the least,
and oo explanetion in torms of Factors agarer bome would b2 more convincing.

W may bemin by noting thar two of the most Defleenial woerks of the sarly Middle
Ages in Western Lurope, the De MNuprile Marcwell of Philelogize of Martanus
Cispella and Bosthivs” De Consolations PRilosopdies, are i o so=celled pro-
simgrrgent Porm wilh allernating verse and prose from the author's awn pen. 1L wis,
of eourse, realizsed raal the Bible, particulacly the Old Tostament, was partly in pross
and partly in verse, and Isidore’s (eaching was thar varinous types of poeiry
ariginated with the Heboews, were imitated 5y the Gresks and spread thence o the
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Romans. For expmole, in Divmvodegioe | sxsis 1] he elzims chat Moses” greet cun-
ticle in chapter 22 of Dealeroncmy was the firse epic pocr and Tob the frst elegiae,
Moreaver, in V1 i1 12 Tsidore prints aut thar Tobis 2 verse dialogoe wich o narralive
prose introdustion and eonclusion. The studding of plain pross narrative with poetic
yblerances pur into the mouths of various characters is o prominent Old Pesramen:
iritil, aod the mannered paralleliams, antitheses and =0 on of Hebrew poelry ane
nlien s2ll apperent in Latin translation, 4 oumber of zuch poelic nlleraioes i 2he
Vulgarc's narrative being clearly recopmisel wz canlishes, Chaplers 38 9 of [zaizh and
the opeming of St Luke's Guspel are good examples of simple prosc narrative
penzrously interlarded with spesch and diglogue, some of this proszic enough bus
B major part unrnistgkenly pogiie inowone, This roeareent biblical paticrn scems an
erpnently pliofshle saciing peant for the development of mixed prose and verse
marralives by early Trish monks whose lives revolved round scriptural sty ansd o
daily sequence of divine office: in which pravers and lessons aliermnaled wilth ihe
singing of pralms. hymns and canticles,

Poctic speceh in carly Irish necrative s usually intredused by the gl oo il
¥ formula or trivial varieois thereof, In verse (afugae Torms of it freplics!
may Elso appeic, s Inorocrecwir Cergws (Faie 244, and combinarions liks fisgars
in ey der oo meepend Sihe thivd man veplied and =2id™ (Togal! Briidee Da Deren
IZ6) pre, of cowrse, possible. A third major category comprises versions of the for-
wmka X [then) sang &/this (posm) (o Y Gaod sand)’, e.e, rocchechuin in fres feor laid
A (Topail Bridee Da Dergn 303), cachain Forgis in lofd go oz [Tdin' 2721 o1 conid
ol parchan Fergus inse on n-ebair (Toiie' 23920 As far ws L ooanoses, hese 1vp=s
arc vory similar toothe main biblical modes of inlcoducing poelis utlerance within
pros: narradve. This the canticle-ridden beginning of Luke™s Gospel repeatedly wics
the dixit or oit X tormula of a trivial warfend, the highly poetic dialogue m Taob i
usuelly punctuaisd by the formula respordony b Aot and two preat O1d
Testurmnent cnticles, thesoneg ol Moses and che Taraclites after crossing the Red Sew
wnd [he song af Deborah, are inteodoced ag folloas ac Exodos 15:15 and Judges 5:1
respaciively! fune cocledt Masas et I Tovaked carmen Roe Dowming ef dicerwnr ko
perideriil Delborg ef Borge [Tl Alinoes in die (o divendes, It s, o courss, pos-
gible thar these similaritics are ccincidental, given thal poetic shdlemenls are heing
introduced throughout, bt the resemblance s Gosly steikiing and seamas moee likaly
to have arisen Cheoush imilation of Somiliee Bibkical odels by e monastis authors
of eurly Irish sauss, Whatever their ariging, these phrascological parellels with the
Bible would huolly have been last oo =ech wi i-'.-cl'i.:, and arc E“mi.Te:]’.t’.‘:l' c-:-mpn[iblc
wilh the bypoibesis that garly Cheesiian Teish prosimerram narracive was inidially
ingpred by liblical and lirwegical parterns before acquining o momentum of i ewn.

f. The bulk of extant Od and Middle [rish verse is boeed on syllabic rhethms
pvprically generated by sequenccs, often stanzus, of lings with o cegular syllahle count
overall end a specific syllabic confipuration for the fnal waord, & particobarly eom-
moT ivpe consisting of guatradns ol heplasyllabic lines wich a disvilabic cadence
(77757 T ar an arrangeeneni wherehy the end of the second line regularly hes ons
ur Tarely Dwa dvllables more than that of che previous lins {7 7' 7 757" The
masin arnaanen i of such pestey s dymoc betacen & given pair or peirs of linal words,
whelhear i contiguous lines (First with sccond, thind with feooth) or alierile ones
second wich fourth, sometimes &lso first with thirdh, A rougher end-rhyme knowi
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25 sonsenance mey supplement & full thyme between the finals of teo-acher lines,
and there mey be the further ornament of full chymes involving internal words or
of ellitetations belween contiguous stressed words, Escly [rish rhyming syllabic
metres have been describesd and ilustreted by Geoard Murphy (19616, 26-90), who
irenes cagenlly nal 1he cenlral fealpres of chyme snd cegular sellable count dercive
ulirnately From eaely medieval Lann religions poelry {ibad, =253, & hypothesis
vecently corraborated by David Spaoule's revalutionary wdentilsstion of @ |onsi-
tinnal “conceneration an chyme in the fpal svilabie'™ (1987, 198). This implies
phaze in Irish merrics when the attention of che poct. inocreating chivne, worked
from the Final svllphle backwarde, rather than from the stressed svllable foreards™.
i swslen gisy epepgh o derive Yfrom Latin thyme, which 'was normelly only in
s vkl ressed lag wpllabale™ " dibad,, 1959,

i CNd and Middle Frsh lieratucs Lhis kind of postry seems steadily wo have sup-
planded a different type based opon sdress rlogtbom wilh ailileration ss the ey oros-
ment. The rnost regular and veadily recogimisabile Torm congists ol short lines or cola
with two or sometimes threc primary arrcsacs and rons of  bindisg allitecadion
between the last stressed word of one colon and the first sircsacd constituent of the
nex:, A pood examply ovoursin the striking cpizode of the saga Topal Braidne Do
Derpa where king Conaire’s son makes throe aempts: toe dissuade three red
hursemen It inftinging his Facher’s taboe by preceding him to De Derga’s hostel.
Fhe thind horseman gives Chres doom-liaden replies, (he firse of which conforms fully
to this patrern @aliiteracions in holdMee): dooa meics moe @ osodls soel o Braddin béloy
Tz Migicher fern-gablochy Wowe-poloch edogwi, oned mdewe mde bets be-ling
Forstacndesterary deivg-tndlef dies én g oemiere "oy, oo lad, greal the tade, & tale from
a hostel, aa cocouwncer oF ships, & flashing of shields-and-spears Nam-valorous Gand)
woetul, Wound (and) curse [Foursc of wounds]. greac (the) iiadesd, while-woman
ipn whom bave seltlsd red-iolevs of slaugheoer, loo o 123" fpar. 32, of . DL T2
Further examples are given by Murphy (1%61b, 2-a}

As Caniiey has demonsiraled with appropriate illustzstions in 2 brilliant pioncer-
ing artichy an various Iypes of acoeniual poetry and the fransition to thymed syvilabiz
verse, the principle of stress count miay be combined with svlable counting of the
cadenos or with rhyme and “as Trish poetry deseloped rhyioe mide continuad
inroads on the Fenction of alliteration® (1971, 35 The reend towands assonance gng
rhyme is well ilustrated by tho tao-strass pocm on the Foeanachi aseribed ro
Luceraid mocen Chivra (Corp. Der, 19902020 This hag bimslng alliteration bue is
s arcanged in guatrains with chyme or occasionally mere consonance between the
Finals of (e secomd and fourth cwo-siress ¢ola. [t uses both hiblicsl and related
finvasion' gerealngies {see above), and & cough dete is indicatsd by the facr that it
comes nn fecther dowin Lhan e mid-sevenih-century. Munster dynacst C-cen-
mithair. Here, hawever, an example will ba provided by the following racher crude
jingle from Fogald Braidee De Devga (par, 157, ¢, 50 T980:3), which seems Lo be
baced upen sewen cwo-stress cola paired o give three long and lepve i Tioal short
line. The second line repears the first wach aubacicurion of an aliilerating synonym
e dor mueidh, There 15 Pull chyme between Cdeke in the scennd and dohi in the Tourth
fing, 3 rough progressive pssonance between dig, rie and -gad in the thice final cnla,
baor wirtoally ne Binding allitesation.

Mairh ferd Moe Cdefy UGl Fellow Mac Cechr,
F faed Mo Cédelnt Fime Tellow Mac Cécht,
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Docheir digsconsod rip o He briogs o drink thal savss o kivg.
Dot el He perlorms 4 e,

It is to be noted 1hal the inlrodustion af stogme tends o peciodize the strocturs
into larger articelafed i,

Bezuss ol 8 compacalive shomage of monosvllables and the accentiztion of
pulviyllakles on the antepenuitimare or penultimate svlable later Latin wocsnoual
peaetiy tended strongly towards a di- or erisyllabic cadenee, Thieis the obvious maodel
foer Trish stress meires with a prefersnee for such cudences, o geod example being
tlie lwmin to Patrick analvsed by Murphy (19610, &; Thes. 25 32Z; bui see Breatuagh,
1981, for an slternative anelysis). Thizs seems 1o be Sasel un bwa- s hree-siress
upits ending, pith lwo probuable excuplions {eadr wein and i dae), ooz di-oar
rrisvllable, sl conagine pleniy of lokivg alliterations, One might compare the short
alliterilive poeny m Coergend o Oieleden (pac. 7)o with twa- and throee-acrees linecs
ol 60 A" 79470 B and T ayllables. Tnrensification of toa promincn foaturcs of
suche connpararively free stmcturcs scema 1o have produced the well arcested
regularization of a thrce-srress line with risvllabic cadence, A good beavily
alliterative example is provided by Togsi! Briddne Do Derga par, 93 (0L 7270CRD,
cf. the much longer but less resrular poem of Lds Cepe o pars T E 0 730000428),

Trecienn irf fochucke! Fomaeech (89
Aercds adi il diddes wduinepein (7
Jorg ndrgich dumickny -dinlathar (39

rodle- ler fond -ldekrastar, (7
Larchexn i lorps iinfiactach (7
o wriel co e reckioire, (51
Afiad muinter coclts eelgionmne (89
el O el shing s selyaiur il
rocweli g horss srbeiiredach 14

brseigdng Tha Dhsrges fwrckoriene. (87

U Trple head, (hres abdomens of the Domerians, frony wmn ngither haman forme
{pord hurman birth mogy b removed an their sbange eowntenance which the raging
sea havs arranwad Too thene, A& Tubl bead of cheee full-toathed rows from fron Lip oo
eal (&) sreward [ie. carver of food?]. Fine the following of cach (mar] of & hundred
cuploirs, with swords they shall hack [modal pret., or “swoerds sholl hack'™ wilbul
citendarion] through the host that has descendsd on the nodsy stronghodd in he
sathering of Da Derpa’s hostel,”” The upparent insistence opon i es) ball-line ai
teast as long we gnd preferably longer than che ssoond, whils avoiding words ol thees
or mere svllables, madde (or g Hoe o least six ar, wsdaily, seven syllables long and
untikely 1o esceed gl or nnes Froon ting i1 woald have been buat-a small step o
regulapizadion of rhe heplasgllabae rype M and & foncomitant redustion in allivera-
LI nat Qecazion.

Calvert Warkins has sugpesied thid sech onclismed heprasvilabic vemse iz Loo
widespread in snomic legel postry oo reflect ecclesinstival Lot inlleence and 50 s
mors likely o derive with consideruble munipubation fond ae Dido Barepean
swllabic ype best precsepved in Vedic Sanskrin {1863, 2122200, The mcaning evidonce
referred Lo above tor sxiensive ecclesiastias) inlluenc: upnn aven the cariiest C0d
Irisi bavw Draels iovalidaies o magor stepoin this argamene, which is further vitiated
by e Failure oo aecounr Por a substantial body of material with-a repuloc stryess
paadlern e an rregular syliablc count. Tndeed, mest of the valuable sxamoles given




LITERARY CiEMEE A% NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE 4l

by Walkine are quite heavily atlitorative and can he just as plaesibly analyveed in
terrg 0 (wiror Lhree siresses with trisvilabiz cadencc, the preposslerme of the lat-
per tnereasing soll Dectier 15 we socept Cacney’s (1971, 230 sugeesiion ti dnital pro-
clicics somerimes do dury Tor o Fully sicessed word, As indicated abowve, the obwiays
ovorall explanation is char a naive aceentul and sliterative measurs ineoporaied
g sylabicelly repular cadenee under the influence ol acrentusl Latin hymnody and
thitl this resulledd in prassurc cowards isosyllebism afongside o two- or theec-stross
vount, the Termer gredeelly displacing the Tarter as Ihe bazic chychmical principle.
Mennwhile the ornaments of assonance and rhying were heing developed from lase
Latie models amd grodually restricting the role of alliteialion, The cooverpence of
thess major innavalions, buth atlested ot least as carly as the seventh century wnd
apparcocly introduced b ile Church as Murphy supggeseed, finally preoduced (he
rhvming syilabic metees doinivant Throughout Okd, Middle and carly Modern Trish
Lrcratuze.

As Murphy remacks, *“in Irish sylaboc verse, and alzo often in the older oery,
the lust word or sylleble of the fwreomare (Tlaal sianen") echoes the first word o
swilable of the st line of the poom. A poem in which this @che does not ocour iz
seid (0 lack @ oaed Coonclusion’™ (19610, 430, The chree zressed or otherwise
rhetecigally strpcturgy poetic urerancss of the three red harsemen cited shove and
below exemplify & sl mory extensive correspondence, the sane lne (én o meic
being repeated botheat the beginning and (he end of each passage, as can also bappen
sometimes in rhyming syllabvic verse (g9, Sodls Cane 1. 73-84) Alier refers tn “the
renerel fondness of ancicnr Hebrew wiilers in all genres for so-called crvelope struc
fures {in which the conclusion somchew echoes terns or whoele phrasc: from the
bewinmingy™™ (Alter and Kermode, 1987, /200, and this 15 3 featore wble to sumdve
tranglarion, & pariicularfy obvious instance = provided By the identical fest and las:
verses of Paalnn 8, asid (he significence of this was well appresiared by an Old Iosh
olessator: a8 i is with praze and admicution of the Lord thar this pealm begms,
it {e Hxowise, morcowver, thal i s voocluded, sven as che pocts (F o asiang ns'”
(ML 26700, of . Murphy, 19Ath, 43.4), I thus seems more than likely tha this
important feeturs of much medieval Insh poelry Irom at Jeast the cighth ceniury
cnwarils is rooied dinoa tendency of Riblical posiry ofer still appacent io the Latin
YETSHIIL,

This empiasis vpom a likely brosd evoludonary outlise shoold not obscees the
facr thal e obd continesd o exist alongside and to interac! with the new, Conse-
quently early Trish verss iy excsedingly varied despite the steadily expanding use of
rhvming sellabic merres, Brogdly spepking, stress coune, svilablie eoail or Somhina-
tione of the twe determine its visriows chychons and these in turn may be orbainen bed
by plliteration, u&nnamt:’rh}'nu o lath, Thers s, ol course, B t:]'-_dcn.:-j,r fiar stross
pittterns to gorrelass with allitzearinn and Tor syllihic siruciures roocorrclase with
rhynee poef cunrsonpnce, bur cthiz is far Fram absolale,

T The dnteriieption ol mors or less plain prosc aarrative or exposilion by metric
or atherwize stvtized and oroarnented passeges usually ropresented as speech is coum-
moo enough in vernacuiae sagas and fegal trocts, Awtheritative legal maxims ol this
kind are sometimes ascribed rooa paricolar indivadeil, as in the case of eraichain
ey Faeled dichelal do chadrys ecdsey o w-aviimfen ' enn Féelad recites an incan-
b on Lhe proper arrangement of the Chureh wlen be sl alier che prose
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introducrion of Bretfin Memed (CHH 2212.3-4), buc are morse psually inmroduced by
o non-poaific arecchoin femeckus Cthe law recites i o the ke, Authoritative i
Fastament law is, of rourse, similariy coundazel by God o Tis prophet Moses Tron
Fxndis to Deutecunomy, More or less rerolar medvical strecoures, including chymn
ing svllabic pesrns in the sagas, accouni for & sigrificant proportivn of this
heightens marerial bt 2 areat deel of it cannar be redueed to such definakle accen-
tnal or svilabia parterns, at least sn he present state of knowledge, As Broatnach
judiciously pues it *'01d Irsh texis appear in three jorms; prose, rayrting svllabic
verss and rnse. The simplest delinition of rosc is thas it iz nes her of the acher tero.
Much wiorrk Tomeins to be dose nil the various sub-cilegories of A4, but at presenl
we can distinguish thres main rypes: the first cusisis of sellabizally regular lines
with a fixed wdence and alliteration, but witho (lymer the second of lines with
regular number of stressed wrorde per line anid allieration: while the thicd (ype shiws
no epparenl regular syllabic or stress patlern; bur k= heavily alliterstive. Puriher-
mors, rose 18 charaeterised by verious lingdiscic fearurss, wspully relerred in as
i Arciaic Trish®, which are oot Found in prose, but are found i Old Trish rhyming
swllalne verse™ (1984, 452-35,

Flie various possibilities van be ilustrated from the famouns episnde of the thres
red horsemen in Towald Mewidres Do Derpa. As remarked ahove, the third of thess
it three faded "lays’ ol this kind, cach bemnning fa g Adele, mor @ seel and duly
marked .r. in the margin of LU The firs) has aiready becn analysed us o regulas
taro-sipess sirsetnre with binding alliveralian broken only once. The second, hos-
mver, seend 1ot to g0 beyond a lew rundom alliterating pairs: 7 o meic, e o sedl
aerihin gocthinr robruih g estebree el doithkin fer forsaid for diis, ddm nin-
lerie, e & mefe “lo, o lad, preat the 1ale, there scars you, thers scorvhes you the graat
ardonr of 3 geoerous king through figments of wise men on relinue, a roines of
nine, 1o, o lad"™ ipur, 34, LIOSETO-R0). The Firsl pan of the thicd passage is hardly
marked by ailiteration and scoms tather wo depend on & modificd chiastic repelilion
(attribute Fali.]  head noun - verb, verb - el nowin - atteibate fzen.] + oreposi
tinn phrase) plis & simple semantic contrase (falive - dead’). bul the conclusion i»
a perfecily regolar two-stress poem with linking alliteration: én @ meic, s o sedi,
seuib eled imnTsriadans, Gmorivdan sache Duind Terscorois @ sededly clemnin B
arrenin mairhs more wirdid aiedld sdepadly sdsod finchs Fethad fagbrans bresod
airlio 2 airlachtod faebuir/ Fernaiibl tui-bochinib, Irdihalh dor fiar, 7 én g meic ''lo,
o iad, great the cale, ticed the hocsss which we ride about on, we ride about on the
horscs of Doend Tescarseh feam the sig-mounads, D loagh we are alive, we gre dead.
Great (the) signs, carting off of life, satdsfving of ravens, susrenance of crows, sirife
of stuuzhter, sharpening (73 of cutting sidae on <hizlds with broken bosses in {the)
hours alter sunset™ (par. 35, LU G806-4), Lo this particular instance, then, the
pverall sirucrure resembles o tandwich with 2 somewhet non-deseript filling
sererrietiically framed By repelar blocks,

Afrer srating thar “alreaddy in Ihe alder prose sapas, especially the longer ones,
ifere arc scartered pisces in postic fogm or clevated language’” Thirneysen described
the uarkvmed pon-steophic tpe as follows: "ii) bears the name reforic fTom (he
Latin adverb rhetowice. Such passages are murked i some manuscripts by an .-
written in the margin. It is presumatly through @ misunderstanding of his «. that
luter lexis then sometimes call theem rose o sosced “maxims’, They tonsisl mastly
of very shart senrences or phrases, efien hound together by alliveradion, in exerenaly
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Figurative language with vousual word order, race words or lotmes of words gl
Toosc syntectic stouciure. Somctines & cortzin paraliclizm of the constitucnts sezms
to be intended, soothar they recull the Church seauences, Ax the ngme rogors:
indicat=s, it is the highly thetorical bnguese pertienlady valusd oo fate Datin (hat
sapved g maedal Tor thelr composers” (1921, 54).

This hwpothesss of major Tatin influcnee did nor prevent Thurneyaen from
indulging i further unprovable speculation about possible arzl 2nd native origine
nnacsiatic mantic wteerance {ibid. 33). Encouwraped by Bermin®s impressive srgument
Cor the survival of archaic final verbs in suck macerial (1938}, the subsequent trend
wias tn discount the possibility of coclesiastical Latin influence and trest it pe the
debriz of largely popgan oral posiry laver grifled more or less mechanically oo writ-
ten pross texls, ]_}'l'ﬁl;nhn_r__ ITesrm 1R0s VIR, |:'i|r|'ll:'_'|' |1|,|ir|||;'|:| ol Ll i ":lir'|'_-.' |-:|1|5
:q:-mpr_':ﬂ‘,i-;_‘.n ul thas kiod b el of (he :¢:'||'|}' AEEa A sl Chomeshodaede was or
anly chorewghly Chrsstian ke sl a0 magor and andegeel coobshiiuent of the estant
Lsle, In consequence “narivist scholars would do wcll tn reflect upon the fac thae
this Christian chronologist sat down and. deliberatcly composed the difficui,
niscuare. gnd archaic-seeming chetoric which Conchobar was supposcd o bave
uctered when he beard of the Crucifixion. From this it would emerge thet we can
never gssume that merely because chelorice contain lnpuistic archaisms they aoe
obder in point of compisition or *wriling down’ than Che e in which they wrs ingur-
pordalel’” (1955, I9E).

Binchy coancered this wicl the claim that “thosc of us who hold what Carncy calls
“madivist views and look an ‘rhotories 2s heing of natbve and pre-literace arigin® do
vt pegald the composition of them as ghrupely ccasing with the adopoion of Chris-
tianity. Tondecd what muast be the longesr woxt of this kind, the Bretho MNemed,
incindes a lengthly inrerpolaton on the status of the Chuarch in Irish sociery.
Olviously this wis composed by a Christian jucist of the sixth or sevench century,
but it must have beso fandal down by eral inalivion Tor several generations befors
being commilted (o writing by g scribe whye L ocin hacdly bave undersiooyd maors
ithan ooe word 0 three'' (1972, 290 Thus “when Fragmenis of this ol iradidion
weark [irsl commirtad toowreiting (parbaps as early as the sisth centurg), e roseada
tiad already Becn cransmitied from generation oo goencration by ward of miouth.
Their langueee was from thar periad an congealed inink. and we may asqume that
these wha firgr weone them down anderstood it reasonably well. wnlike those whao
copied and recopied them ooueh Jacer’® (ibid. 317, It therefore appeare leritimate to
ask s does not all thi= El.g‘!ljf:':-', irecletls radaredis 10 The so-cadied ‘rhetaries™ Like (he
lewa] rovoadhe Lhey are soddenly inlerpoliated in the madadle of o screaghd Coraiaed O
Loish dor, as in Gler ravensions ol aosaea, Middle Irshd el Thal all or moe! of than
wears Copmnprsed! 3t the same lome s he rest ol thea e s in my view ngoisdically
ampossihied one might as weall argoe char the achaic passages quotad in the tracs
of the Seuchas Wdr, often introduced by the words cmedl arecam (or arindchain)
Jénechis “as the tradiconel law chants (V' were the work of those who compiled
the tracts of that celebrated law-book about the bepinning of the zighth cenrury™
fimid. 32).

Indiesd one mught, lollowing Breatnich's recend demonsicition L soamy sl
i Hrerhn Scencd cin be dined oo e early eizhithe centary, derives Trone @ Tatin
criginal and ia prabalily conremporary wicli g nearby pagsage virmually repearing s
cantents i pdain U0 Trish peose (09840, Morenveor, the allinerative poseed with pross
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intraduction sntitled Uidackd Aithirne or * Lestamentof Aithire® in the Eriv 13 tract
on pocts exhibite a “sirongdy teinitarian gharacred'” which ““clearly shows it oo be
lrascd vpon the Athonosion creed™ (0 Coeeding Breatnach and Broen, 1984, 420030),
The so-cidled “peeude-bisiorical' prologue o the Senechus Mdr, which will fizuce
prominently n chapier fowr, i@ bailt roend 2 roscad putl into the mouth of the pest
Lubthach macza Tugsir. This compesition eppecently consists ol (wo- amd thies
siress enla with presty regular binding alfiteraiion, sond shsphiys vanous “archaiz’
word-arder patterns. However, it is integrally Soamd ep aod pressmably contom-
prrary with muoch of the surrounsding prose, cin hardly be eackier i dae than abeur
T AT by virtue of presupposing eerbain features of Muirchid's Life of Patrick,
and is replete with bibhical gueaations and allusinns ¢y Corrdin, Breatnach and
Breen, 1984, 35792 MoCone, 19862

Lt can simitarly be avgued that the prophecies of the thres red horsemen in Foged
HBruigee e Derga omesh fally with the imminent destruction to be unleished Sy
warlike figr-lrands and with the view ascribing king Conuire™s doom [0 revenge Ton
liix maternal prandsice Eochaid®s devastation of Uhe sedmonnd of S0 C8ich ahile
Allemphng 0 racover his wite Erain alias Bé-find “while woman' jcf. LL7800-9,
874143, This mighs seem untair bul s bardly aohiklical: “vigiring the inguity of the
fathcrs upon the children, and upoen the children®s cluldren, untn the third and to
the Fourth peneration™ (Exedus 34:7, ¢f. deul. 5:9). The Bible, of course, contains
some femous apecslypoc equestdians with strikingly coloursd mounis. Thus
Lecharizh ““saw Ty night, and hehold 2 men riding vpon a red horse (vir avcendens
syt egbikeqt Pl | Loand behind him wrere there red horses, speckled, and while
Leegaad FUT ol er olhd)'Y (108, of. 6:2-4), but the srcond of the four horsemen of The
apecalypse on their differsnt colouresd steeds in Bevelaudon 6:4 seems parlicalardy
pormene: "and there went out eoother horse (hal wis red Qalloy seteay rdfus) and
potwer wie given 1o hiro Lhil sal [heracan o take peace Meom the carth, and cthat thew
should kil one sncolber™, Sinee thig s precisely whar the thrae veds (o7 deirg) prosame
im this tale oF The destéoction of the appropriately named Da Derpa’s hostel, it sesms
unlikely that its monastic moulders were uninfluensed by the biblical symbalizm,
Imleed, the reealeitrant red horsemen ars erguably w toio in preligussiion of
Conaire’s death at the hands of the theee soms of Do 1R oltherwise Known a8
| he theee red hounds®? (erfrdad-choin, of. Knoell, 1936, 72:4). Here too, then. roscad
of refoiric appears a5 part eodd parced of an O Trisl poose parvative inan cpizods
probaizly coloursd by wnd perbaps even patially created From seriptural imagery.

Further evidence L+ thos steahly aucumlating ins suppoit of Carney’s inalght.
which dm ey case does wol role nul the possibilicg that older meterial of this kind
could pn ocession ke embedded in later prosc texs. The present state of play i Chil
rowcenede or thecorics &% such need he neither oral ner archaic, Lot alone pazan, ansd
ihtl the hall is firmly in the court of those sceking toclaim at Jeast a nucleus of
ancient coral sarvivels in e penre koowa oo us only inowsiling,

f. Prior to 1906 it was menecely pccepled thal the 1erm foss o0 Mesced was
cesiricted im che early period woopoebicitlly adorned legal maxins (of, Binchy, 1972,
30-11 amad chinl Tosrmally sinifer passages liable o be marked by or in the mecgin ol
sitiil manuseripes shoold e designated “rhetorizcs® for the simpls reascn thisl vn Lhe
[ew accasions when this . # is cxpanded in the oldest sags manuscopls (2.2, L0 TR,
£ 5 T4ARE) pefnleie is weed, not resced. bec Cans, howeves, then suggested that o
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erigioaced ey an abbreviation of rhe pacive word despite che lack of carly atoosta-
tiens, and accordingly mede light of the reatimany of P8 and L6 Y& is troe chat
e word redoinic oo sometimes (though oot very frequenily) vsed of passages in
‘rhetorical’ linguage. 1t is also true that the seribe M ol 1L appeirs to eguate .r.
with retede oL Tlewever, since there is po evidenes of irsuse among nalive scholars
before the eloventh century, ong must seriously consider the possibility tha (he
cquation was made and the tero revoeie wven currency by the TUT serihe Thimseld
of by oa recent monastic predecesser' (1966, 710 In view of the complete absence
of extent sapa manuseripss (wedating (he beginning of the tweifth contury this is a
rather surprising aroymenvam ex silsacin, bu the arlicle concludes with the frank
debrmissien cegariling refornic that ““the mast serious ohjecdion wilis the vafoundsd
iplication of Latin origin for the gesre which scoms tn ke inseparihle I'rom it and
which Tad so infueogsd Thurneysen aod other sacholars'" Gkid., S0 Sinee if is far
from obvicus that the aserlion of unprovable pagan origing is any betler Tpunded,
it secms preferable tee wse the only expansdon of . for which there s divest pre
Morman cvidenoc and call these passawss in sagas ‘chetorics'.

Cime zhould, moereover, nar be too lightly disnissive of Thurneysen®s considercd
upintun Lhit this penre had, despite assumed pagan oral worecedents, underpone
migior Latincinflueace reflecied in its name. Since thare appear o be oo convincng
Laiin mdels, [he verse consisting of owo- or thiee-stresy coly linksd by plliceration
and reminiseent of ald Cermanic Srabreim poctey fof: Murphs, 19610, £-7) has the
beat claim to ke considered hasicully “native”, [t has alréady heen suggesied [hai (s
was the foundation upon which the catalyst of Latin modelz worked o trigeer ol
tion towards svilable counting amd chyme, and it can be plasibly regacdead s (e
main source of alliteration as g more genersl ornamental deviee. The Tatin Tihle
seems not 1o have figured in the discussion o Gar bul may belp to account for some
Murther dyhistic lendencies of sapa rhetorie and legal rovess, particularly the former.

The previse maluee of Hebrew poctry iz 2 antoriowsly vexed guestion sod, in
Alter®s words, “al least ooe schelar, despaiving of & coberend aeovent of biblizal
verse, has contended (hal thers was no distinet concept of Mormal versification in
ancient Tzracl bt marely o “conliouum’” of parallelistiz rheraoric P prose (o wha
wr misleedingly call poetiy'' (Aler and Kermoede, 19E7, 6123, Whatever s validizy
of etherwiae in relation to the ocigival fex, (his is the impression almest incyirably
cunveyed by Latin end other translations, @nd as such moy have snccuraged those
lews lelerrminale tvpes of refoiric or rosced variouzly tamesd (o the ioeerstices
Detween slandard prose and formal verse.

Alter nores thal o commen deviee in Biblical poctry i+ “parallelsm ol mesning”
Crrhat is, i the poel says “hearken’” in the first verset. he is Tikely iosay somebing
ke “listen™ or " hoed'™ in0he secoml verse'’), sccompanicd “*zometimes Dy paallel
symiactic patterns as well' oo even by “duuble chigsm™® {ibid. &12-3} Sryiistic
feanuees flike these farc well in Latin fuanslavion, e, in (ribulafione mea invacaho
fdovmimen o s Dewr mensi ofavinad “in oy Ivitholadion |shall invoks the Lord
and lomy Gl |oshall zall®™® (2 Fam.Res, 2207 the chaasus fones Sifert cir-
czomcledferua) me, Drgeverersnt we fogrs mortls e ropes ol kel have encom-
passad mie, thers hiwe preceded me the mooscs of dearh®™ (hil, &) or the more
epetitive Verstand resey eF DUERVETTRT, PUDNEVETURT répes Chanoen in Thongch
fxte aigieas Mageddn “1here came kings and fought, so fought the Kings of Camaan
in Tanach by the waters of Mesulde™ (Jud. 5:1%). S0 oo de manncred ancirhesdes
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like st potentes de sele ! evoltovit Aumeifes ' he halh pot dowen the lodfty [Tom
their seat and hath caised ap the Towly™ (Luke 1:53],

Whether by coinvidence, design or a combinafion of Bboch, broadly psalmuodic
irais of this kiond are ol wncommon io (e Frssh rhetorics despite Tosyeend
alliterative constrainis, e.z. Trom the laso owa aslensibiy ‘pagan’ &n @ seic poams
cited earlier the chiastic softha efch imorricdarn, riadam eockir Duind Tercoraip
& sidare rired the horses we rids, we ride the horses of Dond Teseorach from the
sremounds™ 0o, Tud, 5319 whowe], (e antichetical clamemin B esisiin mairk
viehoyugh we are alive, we are dead ™, the paived svmonymes gertfied, goecking *'aears
thee, scorches thee™ (cf, frvocuwbe , . . clemabo ghove], or (he senantiz and svotae-
L parallclism besween soved foeh satisfying of ravens™ and frthad bran Yeastain-
ing of crows™, Alsg worlh noring are plays upen words, ©.g. the transfermalion aalf
ke conventonal sarlorial formula dergingied dir “red-inlay of gold™ (ear Sede
Cann 132, Togril Meoedne Da Derpg 1 10 inke he nzarly homonymons bul gquile
wnexpected and correspondingly cffective derginalic dir Vred-indays of shaghier ¥
disfiguring (he contrasted Béfing " Whils-woman' at the end of the lirst én o migic
poem ciled 2arlier. Ferpus’ theworic nean the end of Compeny Con Culalig begins
with 4 regular accenruel mewsure of three- and two-stress colia beend by alliteration.
There s much syotectic ws well as some scmantic (2.8, eover-gal-gadtoed CSIIeNE-
valonr-martial prowess''” gasee *“martial champion'™s fueing **sustaining”’/ e
“ehalter’”?) parallelism, buc in che fnel paic of syoiactically parallel thres-sires.
wnita sllicecation is apparently replaced by an antichesis very reminisccnt of biblial
patterns fike the dyad sbove from the Mugadficar in Luke's Gospel: am trdd, am
tretne, om teckiaire; s nidefm) hldic ar Sl nd or fndenes om aranos o gail )
peisciuelss ane gnige frine thdin;/ o tielaing mo dolteic! am din cech dochreite:!
docnie dachur cech (frigin, / decgniy sockiur cech Sedeie ©1am strong, [ am prudent,
[ am & courer (emend bo feehlaids Cproper ™) Lam ool shisrmelel & regards wealth
and fortune; 1 wm strong as regards velour and prowess; T am @ champion gains
iy shaming; [ am capahle of (ustaining) my foster-sun; 1 am a shelter from every
hardship: | bring abour 1the disadvantage of every stong peraon, [ bring about the
advanragme of ¢very weak person’,

Pending much-needed further reseurch, dogmatic assertions abouwt thes tvpe of
O1d Irish marerial are best avoided. In (e meantime. the gradually emerging picture
af cunsiderable formal diversicy, siybstic sophistizarion and creative application
shipiled at legst discouraze coude and wnsepporied assertions thar if tloes mot rrans-
vend the mindless preservaiion o miechanical imitation ol cral Tossils

9. Paul Bussell’s recent siudy of Cormac’s OGlossiry [1988) has shown among
other thimre that elyvmological speculadien in early Christian Treland waes fully i
rune with cunitinental norms as cnunciated by an esclesiastc like Isidore ol Seville,
and RBaoll Baumgarten (1987) hes demonstrated that the etvmelogical explanarions
of the names of poaple and, above all, phaces common in early losh nitrlive oftcn
funclion as major constitwents in oo évan the crearive muinspring of 4 tale or
episnde. Baumgarten further arguss that modern 'oeogranimanan’ aonwempt Jor
classical end medisval siymological method bas Jest ounjustified neglect of Lz
crucial intellectual instrement, which was, in sulore®s words, based upon the notion
thar knowiedge of a word's covmology “afien has a nocessary function iooks ndes
presation, For when you have seen whenos # nante has arisen, you undersiand s
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mganing rngee. resdily, For the iospection of cvervthing i= clearer when the
chvrmalagy 15 know s (EGampiogive 1 adx 20,

Walid rhough these observilion: are, 1he teaching of Iiidore hardly provided a
direze maodel for the wse af elymplowy s o parcative device or alternatively the use
of narrarive a5 an cevimalogical device (hal 3 5o sbensdans o eacly Idsh litereoure.
The Bible, on the other hend, would be a very plavsihle sonrce, since Obd Testament
aarrziive pullulaces with episodes cxplaining the mame of 4 pessun o place,
Morzover, Jerome was Kzenly aware of thiz aspoer, so muach s Ul For instance,
in the stery of Eve's cresdion from Adam™s 1ib at-Gen. 2023 he profees a semaniiclly
Brizarie Talin cguivaien ju centinuing the Greek Ssptuagint®s failure tn eflest (the
crusial derived SLALLE nf Hekrew Wb ‘worpan” in relation to 7 man’ in transla-
tion: “she shall be zalled Swoman Dwrego ) Bacirse she wis taken our of man (de
viral't .

In lipe with this concern, covmalagizally cigaificainl placensmes are wzeely, and
persond] mames cocasionely, rendered by a Tarda tranglabon (hal briogs oot the
cnmgclion with the sxplanatory oarcetive clearhy . A Tandful of 1ypis) examples
piuar suffice hare, g, ““imd they came o Marath and could nor diink the warars
of Wara because they were bifler (mec poterant bitere aguas de Mora eo quod essend
ameradl, wherefare e alse impused neme ticting the place, calling it Mara, tha! iz
bitcorness (unde &7 ookgrioen foco aomen faposuil vocsns iied Maro i oew
aniaringinen; Ex. L3231 Wien Gideon learedd lor his life uiter beholding an
angel, "the Lozd zaid unte him “Peace wich thee e fecwends Pear o, thou shalt
nd e, Therelore Gideon built an altar thore unre the Lord and colled 3 ‘the
Lord™s Peage (Lemini Poxt, sinee down o the present day ) wirs sl in Ephea,
which ig of the Famuly of Bzra™ {Jud. G:23-4), After Samszon's fTamous slanghier af
the Philistines with the jawhone of an ass {maextife asind e cast away the jawbaone
cut of his hand and called (he name of thit place Ramath-lehi, which is translated
‘clevation of the jawhone (Elpeotie MWesiive) ™ {lodpes 1507, of. 2:153, |
Sam. Jkes. THI0-3eoc ) OF the young Solomon we are (ol chat Nathan the prophet
“eplled his name God's Beloved (dAmebilis Deo) because 1he Lood loved him {eo
ool ahiEenet ewer Dowpiirarsh " (2 Sam.SKes. 12:25) Thanks lu g sepaite work by

gromre on Lhe etymalogy of Hebrew names in the Bible, the Ldher oo Nomminitas
Aehracix, the aarmiive signilicence of & name could be appreciated oven where Lhe
Yulgare did nnt give a Lalin egquivelsnt, e.g fsmalie! incerprefatur Auditio Deir wic
etidmn soripran eqr (Gienes. LecT)y Y voomet momen eins fsnged, gris exandivie ewm
Drens' " lahmael is translated “Ciod's Hearing'; ler thus 3t is wiiten: “and she celled
hiz name lshmael Because Gaod heard him'® (Isidire, Sfvmrofopioe VI vi-ix).

The avthos of the medievel Trish saga Cafh Waolse Mucrpma (07 Daly, 1975} 35 an
eximple of someone who makes considerable narraive nze of stvmologies of the
wantes ol perple angd places, Again two or threc illuscrations wall serve here, ““Mualill
had inrercrurse with Uhe maiden, While he wae ar chis the woman sucked his eas (6
sev thar she lef neither Mesh nor skin on it and so that it mever grew on it Froam that
rime. Sn thar Ai Bare eir (Cfopma) is his neme since™ {par. 3). Larer om the name
iz slightly distorced o Moy Mucefon anil elymoloised a: 'Plein of Pig-counting’
with the halp of an claberate setiolagizal ale aboul the ditficulty of couning (renl
somne descruciive magical pios From Hell (e (par. 34 7h Moreover, although this
iz maal explicily stated, the striking episode abour Lugaid and bis Tollowsers being
Fowrgesd Lo gl rmidce [par, 26300 seemis 1o have beon crigeered by the sinilarity of the
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horo's nome Lo The Ofd Trish word foo mowse. fyck. acc, fochiaid. 1 thes appesir:
distinmetly poszible, 1o say the least, that the etymolegcal machinery su prominen
in eirly lrish naccacive lircramare oowes its indrial impetus 1o the Hibly,

1l In & recent intradvoction to eacly lrish saints™ Lives the pressnt wiitar madc
{he folivwing remarks abour the style of the roughly mid eighth cenrwry se-zalled
‘Firat' Lite of Saint Brizit or Fie %, Bepadae: oo me the oeerall effect is rather
reminiscent of the 1erse, plain marrative typical of carly Trish ssges, and [ suspect
thar the First Life's avihor &, o least in pans, armempting @o captare this guality in
Latin. Certoindy the opening sentence nf thiswork i deliberaccly cless to o comman
opening furmula in weenacolar sage’™ (MoCone, 1984k, 36}, This last poinl wis
elahorated as Tollows in & footnore: ‘it @uidmm wie nobilis, Lagingass genane,
movtelne Dubfockus clearly ochoes the very commimean opeving farmla Shere was a
mvhie {vel gim) X oversemong people T, bis nane” al secular sagas night down
i the inirial verly normal in Irish buc 8 good Jdeal less so in Ladn, Typival encugh
sapa axamples are bul i @nrg givepde for Erinn, Lochoid Feidbech o ainm e
wits @ wondrous, oable king aver Treland, E.F. his name’™ (Togad Srddee g
Doy, ed, Ko, 19368) and Baod caire Féite fa Latoniv, Buchar a aimer (L vroclin Vi
Hpche!, wd. Greens in Fiupod Rdndin and hker Storigs, 19531 "'there wa: a
cauldron of generosity among the Leinstermen, B. his pame™,™ To these may he
added Faod wWo-brivgy anirae la Laipndu, Mac Do The aofnem Mthere wis g wonder Nl
chief hoepitaller emeng the Leinstermen, Miae s Tha bis peee'’ (ee MeCone,
1984z, 4.

These views cannol be sustainesd beciose they ignoee highly germane Latin qerip-
tural deta. Hebrew, ke Irish, wis @ Tundamenially verh-initial langoase. and thie
background allisd with the Nexibie nature of Gieek word order oo produce plentiful
initiil werbs in both Sepioagint and Mew Testamient. Given the respect accorded Lo
ibe sacied texe and the reasobabls flexibkility of Latin word order, it i oo surprise
ior ind & strong inclination 1o place the verb et or near the hend of Ds clause w The
Vulgare, particulariy those parts of the Old Testoment (ranslaved by Jermng Teoan
the Hehrew., Formulae corresponding clossiy te ihe hugiographical oneg just ciled
ey inrrodece spisodes in boch che Ol and Mew Vestaments, eg. Jfulf &0 tempore
vir guidom o monde Bedieein sorndee Mickas “there was at that time a coriain man
of Mount Epheaie mgemed Miceh' (Tad. 170, fuir vir quidarn Leviter Aobivane in
feptere rnaails Bpferaing “tlere was a cortain Levite man living on the side of Mound
Bphrgim' (Tud, 1900, eral gufem wWr guidem de Saraa er de sirpe Dan nomine
Marwe “there was, however, & ceriain man of Zorak of the stock of Drn nimed
hanoah™ {Jud. 13:2) and fige in aiebus Herodls regls fedfoeas seoerdos quiden
fomine Zoocharias de vice Abiz there was in the days of Herold king of Judacs
& corrain priest numed Zachuciaz of Lhe course of Abw™' (Lake 1:5) Aceordingly
theoe can be litle doubi thas the opermng Toomaia of the Fiest Tife of Brigic (of. the
simidar e vie vl venerainlis, Oodrons woxnine de mobile gente Hyhernie, i est
e Mepcdtiboy Netls Trhommer, 1910, T 228 was primanly derdved from the Bible,
Incleed, the simpie Tathn prose stele of this Lite as a whaolz (= highly reminiscent of,
and was presumably consziowsly modellad vpon, normal Vulzate narmative o otk
ik CHd and Wew Testameones. According 1o Schikel, the Hebrew phroase, beianse
of the simplicity of synracticsl arciculation - and the swarcily of adjgctives and
adverbe. s customecily short, Ondy o few ocaleric| less resorl (noan 2laboraie
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phrasing, with sahoerdinate clagscs (& good example i+ Dene, 8:7-18). Likewise, the
bear Hebeew nasrative wdvances io 2 suecession of boiel phroses™ (Alter and Kei-
miade, 1987, 18%). Similar quelites are scill qoire apparent o the narrative of the
Vulgate ranslation, 1he ferse and formulaie prose of whiczh stends in marked con
trast 0o the elegant amd elaborate perieds of Jorome's own prolususs to the varions
books.

I ke nzvwelly bean assumicd thai the similar veranealar Formala used 10 Loroducee
satgats 150l eral pative provenanze and may even-be of Indo-Burnpesn antigquity by
viriue ol comparebility with the opening line of the Sanskric Mahabhdra's Nala
epuside, asnd mde Nodfo ndwng FTraseresosio bely Uthere waes a king named Maln,
strong son ol ¥irasena'™, and so on. However, there now appears o be snine
possibilty of hiblical infuence. RBegardless of whether conscious imitation of ar
mere coincidence with a senplurel pattern is involved, the parallel must have been
epppacsat to monascic men el leijers,

T1 The same wouwld preswmahly hold for (he brisk and relecivels unadommed scovle
ol miwch early Irish veroaculer narrative witl i tendensy to repeac with only minor
graminatical modifications g given phrase linked 104 pardculer action or situation,
cg. Ced aliah dave tharlt” of O Chadaind. Siielr Mondwired ™ of ine ara, Tlogam
o Pise” of Cu Checloded, Tooeait forum oo sedncgior, for richrain doih ine gléhe
"UWhat mountain s e yomdec?? said OO Cholainn. Mopns M srid the
chaciotesr. "Let us go until we repach (507 suid Ca Cholzinn, They wo then woril thew
rezchesd (il Abter the veaching by them of the mounain . . .Y Efgint 11, 641-57.
Bimilar repelilions gre common in the QW) Testament, e.g. “Samson tharelure went
devwn inio Timmath and, sesing there a woman of the danghters of Philistia (desoon-
aif igaieee Sonvaan io Timnathe, vidensgue (i eadierem de filfebus Phifisom), he
went up and teld his Gaiher and mother, saving “T have seen # woman in Timnath
of the daughrers of ithe Philisines (vidi mulierers in Timnatha de filiahur
FPhifiztinorim} whom T oask chet wou get forome as wile'™ (Jud, 14:1-21. General
teatures of this sorr are, of course, widespread in plain narnaive gences, whether
oril or literaee. and are. for inshenge, abundant in carly Tadian Briihmanic prose or
the Homeric poemes of ancienr Cresce. Uhere is thus ne particulas ressun |0 sssume
dealiberzie imilulion of the Biblc rather than more or fess coincidental similarity in
rhis area. Mooelheless, the fact remaing thar hese ruther sxtensive sovlistie parallals
with Latia seripfural miarrative wers ac least liable 1o be gpprecioted by medicval Tiish
monastic authors,

In Thurneysen’s opinlen sags narracive was originally in pross eniy, although
evenl in the older extant versions (hiy mizht be interspersed with poelic passazes of
{he chetozizal or thyming syllabic (ype disonssed carlier (1921, 53-¥1. The luozuagme
of Uiz pross is "full of Latin loanworils, which had spread Trom the monasieries
and often alresdy undergone significan) clinges in meanina . - © Thus the older
narrawors of &l | (he eighth contury speak tee christionised languape of their ime:
& tradition firsr beging here with the writing dowi of 1he swgus, The stvle of the prose
sagas altered greally vver the centuries. The oldest ponsist of shore, unconnccred,
note-like senrences. And sineg some decive from the manuscript of Druim Snechea
v + oy which in part actually dovs conluin mere notices of sagas, ong could suppose
Ihaa b orel marcetors had abwiays besn [uller, However, arher texis thal do oot
spring [rom [his manuscript shaow precisely che tamn style, cog. U0 Bod's Demb®
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__or “Liadain and Curithic™, The Nnished sagas too, such as " 1he Cartle-raid
of Coolev™, . . . hardhv diverge. 11 seems, then, thet tales teally were sn narrated
in the sarlier period. Pauses in (hese swiftly propressing, crackmg narcatives are
creited on the one hand by the conversations, which uey ofier rendercd very com-
pletely, and on the other by 1he descriptions, over which there is an inclinatien [
linger. Gradoally the linguage becomes more vunnecied, 2.g. in Fled Bricrenn
There i alsn o tendency, =28 already mennhoned, 1o adomn the deseriplions
rhecorically, This rhetorical style spreads o ehe cleventh century e narrative
passames, of, [he mnre recent episodes in (he “*Catric-raid of Couley™ -, -, and the
later reclagior of this saga ar the beginming of the rwelfth century fae exrended this
stvle ower Lhe whole lengrhy narrative &s well as the sage Mese Ulad' (1921, 59-600,

I'hutnevsen is doubtiess justified in viewing this pleonastic narrative style prons
Lo alliterarive prirings of epithers and 0 on as » relalively late outgrowth of certain
elaborate types of description in the sagas, and much else in this chareeeeristcally
shrowd snalvsis ‘i stmilarly convincing, Howeves, the atiempt o differenliale
chronolomcelly berween the loss and more confimecs narrative maodes Jdoes seem
e have combined with Thurmevsen's severely qualified connection of the former
with ahridgeitent to cncourage Murphy's misapprehensions (vh 0, 3], abhout. “the
poocly-narrared manuscript versions noled down by monasiic zoribes as acontriou-
tion 10 learning racher than to Feraiure' (1961, 81, Pursuint fo his hypothesis thas
Imadeam Brain is “compoeunded of fresh compositivn pnd ieaditional orsl narra-
jive' Mae Cane is sl onece more diserimineting wnd more arhitious in COITIiLring
rwo passages from (he heginning and end of thes exi: “the conrast is abvious: I
rhe first a remuckably marere prose which links senlences and varies thedr length and
sYDtEX 50 45 Lo ereare an casy, rhythmical siyle; in fhe second the blunl, unvaricd
prose which is found in Compert Con Celeing and spasmodically throngheur the
early lieratere. Wow this may be nothing more than sn Iasteace of the diversity of
styles which iz comprehended wilhin the soccinet prose of O1d Trish saga. On the
alther hand, it is squally possihle thar the first passage is stylistically free becuuse
it is & freshly compossd iniroduction o the fulluwing verde while the secomd i
stylisrically bound because it is a prévis of un episode from traditional echirs
lircratore'® {1972, 114). Few would guarrel with Mac Cana’s stylistic skeich of the
passEmes in guestion and others like them or be surprised by his pesthedic reserva-
tions ghoud the blunt, laconic scvle. However, of the two explanations offered for
this conirast the former is surely mors altractive than the Iacter, subsequently made
ter support questionable inferences akout the composition ul feeeaim Brai,

11 an hardly be denisd that early Trish saga narcative, fike that of the Old Testa-
ment, iz generally uncluitersd and fast moving. In prastice, this maovement = He
achicvad cither in g steocate or a legalo manner, 5o 1o speik, or Tnr chat matler By
virtnally endless combinations of the two, Coipert Cen Cwlgine with it
preponderance of shorr, sharp sentences does indeed verge markedly jowards the
staccato end of the scale, but still does nol eschew snawches ol vonmecied pross,
seatic description and retofric, Other tales like the first recension of Tdin Bd
Crigitnge or Sodia Mufece Meic Pg The display all menner of Muciualion berween
ar within different sections. 1t sesms clear thar there wis nething approaching o
stenificant chronological or geseric divide in this supple siylisic continaum. Lo his
context individual preference For comparative hompueneity or degrees ol gresater
varicty in the basic narralive medium may well hisve been paramount.
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Lo sdeittvon to Lhe interplay of these staccalo aod legaio offects, the basic progres
st ol Lhe plid was liable to be articelated by allernsioms beoween narrative and
dislowue, Allhongh al least some dislogue T= normally present, its proportion to
divecr warmative vires sreutly from toxt oo wxt, autharial inclinetion presumakly
again playing & sigmilicans roly alongside exigencies of plol, Whether smooth,
abrupt or somewhere in betwesn, buth oarcetive and dialogue tend 1o b quils pisin
when primarly intended too adwanee (he plet, buc both are susceptilile of con-
sideraile elaboration in order 1o slow down o even hale the action at ciscial poinis,
In straight parrative this is weally avcomplished by detailed caralogues of people
ar by minute and aften pleanastic piose deseriplions of perzons, places, ohjecis or
awcsions wrnamented oo varying degrocs by parpllelisro snd alliccration. but in
dialogue rthe cherorivs and thyming svilabic verse discusse) surlier are the standard
devices.

Bibliczl parallels for postically pdorned specch and dialowwe five already besn
considered, and it remaing 10 nids that starde descriptions alsoe play # prominent part
on oocesion in Od Testamend narmsiive, Motable instanccs include (he relaiively
briel seeounce concerning Moah's ark and (he eniry inro it (Gen. G:04-8 and 7:13-8),
Lhe long descrptions of the construction of the sanciuary und ark of the covenaill
iExod. 36-9), of the building of Solomon®s remple and palace (173 Kps. 671 and of
the sunsprluows selling of cthe king’s feast ar the beginning of Dsther, the catalogue
enumerating che Tavaelites by tribe (MNum. L:19-46), the list of David's mighoy men,
which contain: some narative embellishment (2 Sam./Kgs. 238399, anod that of
Selomoen’s princes (173 Kgs. 02190 Tolfowed by a description of the prosperity of
that proverbially wisc and just munarch’s kingdom and houoselold (200K,

Such descriptive devices are, of course, guite widespread in differen) narmacve
il oy, beingr prominent in the Tlomeric epics For example. Consequently (heir
frecuuent poeurrence in early Trish saga hardiy needs (o be wsoribed 1o imitation of
Riblical models, although some infleence from thal guarter oan by no mezns be
ruled ot

Caralngues of virying exient and adornment are guite cornmion in early Irish saga.
some particularly steiking instances involving the deseeipiive enumerstion of war-
riocs by guestion and answer prior b great bartle. Good examples inclids the mere
inventory of the muster of the Llsiscmen in Tedin 8d Chailsps’ 3454.97, the slightly
mure descriptive list of the praciivioners of reaving {diFerg) in Togad Brddne g
{hergr pars, 41-3, the elaborace and allierstive guestion and answer acecinl of
Towhim mo seBiden or “the march of the comparies” at Taig 3544-3870, z2nd the
extranrdinary description of the inmatcs of the hoslel in Toga? Bruidee Da Derga
pars. 73-140, which is ol the same type. but with the adiitienal feature of a con-
siderable amount of rfodnc, and actoally takes up aboul badl of the stary, The
phyvsicel beavey, fine clothes and olher secountrements of men and women sicher
imlividually or in groups are often dwell upon (e Scéfa Cawin 27-37) Chice agitin
Togal Bruidee da Derge provides & sipking exumple in the exdremely eleborats
description of Efaln 85 cncountered b her hushind-to-be king Cochuid st che
beginning af the lale, This includes a long sequence of similes applicd to her fearuics
from cthe hair on her head down to her feer that i guite reminiscent of the less
extended deseription af the king's beloved in the reverse direction ar the beginning
of the seventh chapter of the Songeof Songs. Descriptionz ol Mne bolldings (.2, Tain
L Frarch, par. 7, foestive oocasions (e.g. Serplipe on Cwlsing, par. 1), the
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prrosperons reigha and realms ol jJust Kings (=0, Fogell Brufdne D Devge, par, 17,
and Meveyw Ciad 11, 130-53 and 20 on also oo

It van this be seen chigl Che carly Irish suge writer had a cansideralle armey ol
nurmtive o deseriprive devices and styles ar his dizposal. These could snter inko
coeniless combinations calculated to produce many different hamediate and veerall
aifects. Thus in the relarively shorl Compert Con Cwleina the plot unlizlds with
appegling swifiness and directness by mcans of rather pithy prose and difogiee with
the add brisl description or rhetoric thrown in, while Seelo Muicce Meie T Thd
progrosses purposciully but less rapidly by lacing Uy siraigheforward murradive with
bricf descriptions, a sizeable rhymed syliabic puem and a dramatic zeyuenzc of ver-
Bal confrontatione culminating in the encounier hetween Cet amd Cooeall, which 5
heighien=d b tao shorl rherarics, Cher authines, pardculecly ol longer RECCitives,
aften tend rowards mare variation of style and tempo. For exemple, in the first thicd
of Teie Bd Frafek the plod i3 repeatsdly interiupted and overshisdowed oy B string
al elaliorate prose descriptions presumably intendad o build ap rension in wrigi iz
linn of the mesting Berwaen the hera and the women he seeks (par. 133, wherealicr
ihe narrative proceeds more quickly but srill with considerable descriptive emhbellish-
men. Seedp Cano makes liberal tse of deseriprive passages in its direct nurmalive and
of thymed syllalvic verse n it exiensive dialogees, while Tmmrom Heain Cualisiats
cesentiuily of two large balanging gems of lyrical and prophetic vellabic poctoy in
a stim prosc setting, Finally, the exteaondingry proliferation al alaborate pross
descriptions and chelerics i Togad! Bmdetee fle Dergs help to raake it arguably the
most majestic wod monumental of sl exiant early Irish sugis.

Thase Few exaimiples from & vast corpos shovald mive svane icdes af the emornous:
technicel and si¥lisric varicty and sophistication of surly Trish narrative lierabure.
Thie rich tipestry ergently nesds siudying as an integraled phenomenon in e
right Tather than as a mors or les haphazard palchwerk o be redely pnslilched in
the seurch Gor Sariginel’ copsiiioenrs. Furthermers, [hose prons @0 siress 1he para-
mount rele of aral toaditicn in the moulding of this material are challenged to find
a comparahle necrative complex in a demonsiably genuine oral miliew a5 opposed
(g presumed one surviving only in writing. Tinless or until Lhix challenge iz mel,
it frsiat he accepted that Tatin lHeerary models, especially the Hihle, are likaly o hive
plaved a significunl sele in the evolution ol sy medisval Lrish vernzcular nascelive
avle and methed as we know them (rom monastic pens, In view of the ullimale
dependence af writing vpon speech, native oral modes presumably also pluyed avale
that we can now herdly assess, I the perspicgcious words of Tames Coroey yonoorn-
ing the overall situarion, early Irish saga literuture shows in s vocub elary thac it
weas given 15 present form well within the Christien peviod. Withou any doub: this
literuire was besed dsoparl weon an ocal tralition going beck oo the 2mcts pre-
Clristian past. But 1he traditional elemenl is offen a mere nualees hecanse the Chris-
lian aushors, in presenting the pra-Chrislian past. drew nud only on native material
hit upon their wolal literary experience. This experience included a dircet knowiedge
of 3 certpin range of Letin lieraboe . - .. 4 knowledge of the scripiures, b
apocryphal works, and the Lathers of the Cheeeh™ (1935, 2210

13 I the fisld of Od Morse literatues Carnl §. Clover refers o the dramasis
resctinm, in the mul-1960:, againat the mehedelogical and ideological conservalism
of saga scholarship, The callaborasive velune Norran forielekusst o distin.
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guished wrsell from earlier liverary histories in |hres important ways: {17 in its deem-
phasis of what are conventionally viewed a3 |he “muin®™ penres (family and kings®
sapas) and its corvesponding emphasia of such neglecied genres ag sainds' lves and
leerncd history writing; {2) in ite effort to obliterale the tradicional sharp distingion
between “‘native” and ““lforeign’’ or “learned™ Titeralure; and (2) in its general
assumpiion that the medieval leslunders were considerably mors conversant with,
andl inddebted 1o, contemparary Feropean culture, or scetors of i, than fraditional
scholarship has been inelined foe allow | | . If the carlier generion of scholars
rhoight of “iniluence’” as involving comsiunal bits of fareign malter or ideology
inscried imo an essentially native fasm, 1he new Europeanists are more inclined to
goc them g8 clemeints inteprased ino2 whale (ol dself oocs Eurapean gdebis: an
intellecruel debe to medievil Lheology and a farmal debt (o medievel historiosraphy,
In the meantime. the list of suspevted forcign delns, large and small, continues 1o
grow™ (1983, 231} These characteristics arc eminenily applicable to the curren;
debile about medieval Trish luergiurs, and it zzvs much Tor the cackward-lnoking
islationsm of the post-war nalivisl swchool that both Carnev’s insizhts and majo
new develnproents io o cognate discipling, oot to mention the evidence of the narve
sourecs themselves, should have been resisied or ignored for so long,




CHAPTER I'HREE

‘Pagan’ myth and
Christian ‘history’

1. Lniil quite recently there bas heen & somewhat sirings tendeney in medieval
Leish soedics oo restricl lenns such =5 ‘myth’, Cmiylhical’, C‘mythology’ o
syihologicel’ to the pagan past or assumed pagan survivals inthe literary recrrd
of the early Christien period. Those prone (0 view carly Irish cradition in duzlistdc
rerme could then convenientddy contrust this component with whin Mac Weill has
approprigtely dubbed “syathetic history®, namely the zlaborate Mramewnrk of
gencalogy, chronclogy and nerrative devised By monastic men ol lefters gnd their
asgeciates [rom cozlesizatical and other sourees. Subsegquently, however, O Rahille’s
term *psendo-history’ has generally been preferred with misclievous consequences,
implying as it docs an oppesition hath o frzal” traditdons or myths on the ooy bhand
amd o relishle history un the ncher. As a resall these impressive medieval
enileavaurs have, for the most parr, come to be denred any real significance and dis-
missed a5 & mere dislorting laver of clerical snvention to be peeled wway 0 201 8
Retter idea of the pagan foundetions degmed to matter, Henge the commenty
applied dicholomy in Irish studiss beiween mythology wnd peeundohistory, the
former being ~2en as cascntially pugan and genuine, the laller as hasically Christiim
and somehow bogus. Like chalk anl cleese they appeas nul (o mix well, and texlual
omelelies suspected of conteining pseudohistoricel or other lircrary impuriie. arc
far usscrambling in seatch of unedultesated pigan Azvours rather (han for
siraightforward consumplin.

A notable application of his procedurs s O'Rahilly’s unconirolled inition
against all the evidence nf the text dwselt thai e story of Buche and Ethne wus
in an earlier N'orn a partial version of whal was perthaps the most poplar of all
mwihs among Furepean peoples, the myth of the Rivul Waouvers. Originally Buche
{alips Cinhaer Mér) had as conser) the gonddess Ethoe, wiho time weacied of him
and fell in love with the Here (here Cormac), who mide the Sifficelt journey (o 1he
Otherworld to win her. Sometmes, in order 1o guin sympathy for the changs of
alTectinns of the frithless wils (24 she appears 1o be), we &re old that she wis being
ill-treated or pessecuted by her cruel husband, as when Brapwen in the Mahinogs
i %aid to have been degraded to the position of Kitchen-wench in the court of
hatholach. We hagve & brace of this in feeeds Tige Buchel, in which Etane iy
reduced to performing the most menial tesks before Cormae carries her of ] bul

24
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Ethoc's lewly sials s represented nnt a5 an imdignity inflicted upna her by her huos-
band hut simply &% resuling from Buchier's wronerilsd impoverishmen!, Mersover.
Ethne is oo longer Buchet’s wife. hur nnly his devoted foster-daaglier, {There is
mention of Buchet's wile, bul significantly she gers ao vime, ] OF the origingl enmily
between Buchet and Coomag litile or nothing remains, Cor they are no longer ivals,
With the passege of time myihs a5 a rule become more 2l more cationalized and
huminzzed, and those relations hips which would offend rhe conscience of humanity
teadd o b meddilied or suppresscd; hul such procssses have seldum been carricd our
o rhisniughly s in Leneda Tiee Bucher™ (1952, 150, In similar bu) eaguer vein Mae
Cana has receally selerred e Ylicorarines born of myikalogics" aml o Fothad
Canainne a8 *a figure @il trailing behind him the remmnants of & complex
mythology™ (1387, 75 and TH), and sleowhere stales of the cale Cark Mowge Toired
Lt “its mytholagizal impurtance i obvious, its mesming rather loss g0’ {10K3, 58),

In vizw of such ertirudes 1he shortage of scrious allempls o eppreciate syt hegic
histury sz am integrared and miemningful ideological eonstruct in itz own right i
hard!y surprizing, even though various versions of it influceee orinform 8 groac deal
af exranl meadieval lrish marerial. The malo Sarriers have baen tirsely- the wse of
raythology’ as & king of smekeserecn o obseure or evade the issue of (e meaning
of rexts as actually (ransmitred and secomdiy @ preoccupatinn with guestions of
origin and classification irrelevanc to their compilers: However, Mark Scowrrobt™s
recent remarks about the rebatively late cutanr recensions of the full and ever-
eapanding manual of syoihelis Irish history knowe as Deghfiar Gahdhidla Sugmesl gl
wity Torwird out of this peendi-modernist morazs: ““this Cusion of fact and Hetion,
af native und Latin (pegan and Christian) tradition furnishes (he Irish Srerat with
their owin mytheloey - a history and re-enactment of the order of (hines - snd with
a historical framework Yor the ssgas, rhe anoals and the chronicle' (1987, 813, 1o
which might be addal bugioaraphy, genealogy, topography. ennmic lieriture snd
Lavw.

2, A broiet svoopsis of relevant ancteat, medicval and modern artdtodes oo and
theores about myth secms desicahle ae Lhis point o help elucidate the relatinnship
beiween royih, allegory and hiszorsy g oo medisval Christian Frish context. Toowsll he
arguzd gl Lhe extant record presents us with g dynamic and |horoughly svneretistic
carly Trish bistory-oum-mythology geared 1o g contemporasy sy mbrogis between the
intermingled arisrocsivies of Church and Staie (of. McConz, 1981k, 56.9),

Jean-Picrre Vernant bewine a lucid discussion of successive thearics of iy ihology
by showing how the fise ol philosophical ressoning in ancient Greose cased [he
meanings of the aviginally mure or less synonymous soios and fopos ‘utlersnge,
auyounl” te diverge as the larter becime increasingly asaocined with fac: end logical
redsaning, thus tending to =hift the frmer’s meaning towards the ocher end of che
spectrzm. Thus “the concepr of myth thit we have inherited from the Greeks
belongs, By reason al s origine and Wislory, to e radition of thoughl peculisr to
Weatern civilization in which myth is defined in terms of what is ol myh, being
opposed ficst to reality (myth is fiedon) and, secondly, to whaz is rationsl (myth s
ahsurd]”” (1980, 186}, Thess netions are, of eourse, »1il] ventral 1o the word's men-
g nocenil Loglish nsage, and ihis ne doubt explains & ceriain westera selucrance
o call bebhieal amd other Tudaen-Christian narratives “mylhival™, thus giving zhe
TR puLormElic paman cornoranions, Howsver, this squcamisiness is UROCICIFary,
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ginee the evelving study of mythelogy bas icreasingly sought to tovest “myih’ and
its terivatives with an objectivity wppropriaie o scicntific terms precisely by esonew
ing grafuitnus assumptions sboot the incredibility, irrationalicy or immoraliny of
wugh marerial.

A mythological corpus may, of enwrse; retain all or muech of ils auhorne and
appeal despite sucial wnd inellecrual progress avway Trom the modes of thought and
rhe values srpbodied by it hat this diverpencee is likely o @ive rise ta digcomfort and
crabarrpsement abour elements now falt to be absurd, onadifying or boch, Allerory
ic the classic response 0o sueh porceprions and basically provides a strategy far
rransposing < ranslating myths into mors calional o morally acecprable termes by
the application of guite arbitrary svembalic valucs oo their constituents. [he
allegosrical approach wes applied by later Grock philosophers and criligs o the
[lameric poems and other myihical narrarives, end also found limited Tavour with
pre-Cheistian rabbinic exegetes of (he Old Testament. These tradilions converged in
the philosophising Old Testament exegesis of Phile Judaicus (1st, cenl. A, 3.1, who
in mern influenced the Cheisiian Tathers Clemen: of Alexandra (20d. cent) and
Cirigen (3rd, venl.). Acenrding to GOW.H. Lampe it is rue rhal rebbinic allegory
tends o be less Tully developed and elaborete {indeed, Tanciful) than chet of the
Alexanlrian Jewish tradition representsd By Philo; bl the differencs lics io contern
ruther than in method. Pavl's application af the Deateronomic prohibition azmins
muezling the ox to the Church’s duty 40 neainiain s ministers i3 g povd sraniple
uf the rabbinic use of allegory, Philo, on the other hand, §s concerned, like some
of the Hellenistic interpreters af Hiner, o read & svstem ol philosophy inca the
Seriprures and in so duing (o eliminate apparcnt abscurities aml morally offonsive
passages. His idew thal Abrabam's wanderings signify he progress of the soul
rowards contemphation, and thar the wives of the patriarchs stand For moral virtues,
hes oo parallal in Palestinian Judaism™ (1975, 16),

Lutesrn for the allcgoricel method spresd [rom Adexandrian o western biklial
exezezis, Indeed, such major and prolitic sixth- and seventh-century writers us Pope
CGiregory the Circat and Isidore of Seville were enthusiastic allegorists as well s being
enorntonsly influential in early medieval [rish learncd circles. As o method of
aceommodating the Old Testament (0 Christian purposes allegory coesisied and was
afien combined with historical 1vpoloey, a procedure rooted o (he convierion thar
the divine purposss of history are cevealed in 8 patrern of promise and fulfilment,
and that this means Lhit (he Old Tesrament can in pringiple be applicd at cvery poiog
to Christ sod the Chureh™ (kid., 162). Allewory has rightly been considersd
methodologically unsoend by madern students of myth and lirerature, whe rejeci
its wltimately o biteary intarpretations and in any case tend to be concerned with the
browdly cuniemporary meening of cexts rather (han with how subsequent genera-
tipns chose o harmonize them with their own idees and circomstanves. Mever-
iheless, the fact remains that trpology and. shove all, allegory were of cardinal
intellectual importance throughout the Middle Ages in Lurope, including Trelend:
“the resources of philolesy were clight, being limited aimies] exclusively wo tradi-
tional collections of wromesior socrg, consulted for the elvinology of proper
names. The importan! phace oceoupicd by allegory, however, inoovery branch of
thought provided the exegesis of this perivd wah its dominant orisntilion®
{Leclercg in Lampe (od.), 1973, 183-4), Fulluwing Banmparten (1987, it has slready
been srgued (ch. 2, 9) that understandable modern disapproval of medieval eryma-
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Ingical nrethod should not be allowed to prevent proper sppreciation of ils major
rode in edrly Irish exposition and composition. Tt would be similarly wnwise 1o dis-
misz oul 0l had Lhe possible relevance of alleporical and 1vpological factars, balh
quite liable to be linked with covmologies, 1o a written Trish narcotive lizeranaee tha
was being produced in monagteries af & e when allegory, typolugy and ctymaoloey
ware very much in vogue. A west case will be considered larer, bl first & numbes
of mure modern trearments of myth merit arteniion,

L The sp-celled “selas” mixtholery developed by Max Miller and ofber romentiss
in the kater nineteench cantury sought by etvmnlogical and other means ro rediseover
the ariginal *rafuzal” meanings of mylhs held to have heen subsequently checirs
by the perversion of linguage. Thus *reslored”, myths were, in effest, reduced 1o
varipus figurarive wiys of talking aboul the westher and nataral phenomena.
Although this absurd [heory wae zoon witlily debunked by scholars Fke Andrew
Litng (¢ Thompsen, 1946, 371-5). O°Ralilly’s Lgrfy frisk Hisoorr and Mythalozy
leslifies o its continuing inflyence g Jare as the 19408 o Coltic atudlies o L=asc.

Scholary such as Eang himsell and J.G. Frazer, author of the monument al Golden
Bowugh, adupled an evolutionary approach to myths, whivh were primarily valued
as suvvivals of o savage stage ol human intellcotual development governead by emo-
tion and assucialivn rather than ressoned analvsis o i evidence for fncipienl pro-
gress away Trom \hat primitive condilion. It was in this vein that Mlarphy could
regard Itish saga as “'something unigue in Luropean tradition, o rch mass of tales
Uepicting a West-Eurepean barbarie civilivaiion as vet uninfuenced by the mighty
sigter-civilization of Gragco-Roman lands. |ikewise, the Tover of literature, having
axhausted the possitilines of che maturer literalures of other eouniiries, finds in Trish

staryielling somaching re delight him from e voeth of the world, helore the heart
had Been Irnined to bow hefoee |he head o1 cthe Tosginatien o be +|-:'-u|:-l-q| b lagic
and realily" (1961, 5). Such assomplions clearly preclhnls analvsis simed ai revesling
deliberarely  arhigulated and ofien complex  consiellstions of mcaning  in
mythological narmaiives,

The historien-philelogicel approach developed in Germany in the lace nincecenth
anil zarly rwentierh cenfuriss owed much o Lachmannian peingiples of stemmaris
lntual  criticism . and -uwnlng]]. concenlriled upen  citablishing & myvth’s
Llu-um_:-lmpr.,.d and taxonmnie provenance in the hope of identi fring the historicat
CVCNLs 07 GiTCUMETANCes responshle for shaping it. As s title sugmests, Forle frivk
Hustory and Mydfrology was heavily influenced by this method, which 0 Rahilly
astoundingly soughl to combine with toncepts derived Trom 'solar® mythalnay,
Accordingly the first helf or 20 of this hook squanders the aulher's macchicss know
ledge of the medievisl sources wpon & flile attempe o manupetues pre-Chrisrian
lrish history. especially thet periaining 1o alleped invasions, from che manifestv
Lendenlious claims of the much lacer Jiterasy revord, while the seennd hall suddenly
and without explanatinn renpunces this line o insis) with equal fervaur 1l variovs

wjor igures in the marcrial eriginated as cosmic deitivs devoid of hisror icily, The
cn-ﬂ result of thiy intuitive eclectivism is an crudite bl alarmingly capeicious and
idiosynueradic (renlment that continues to cast & steedily Gading shadow aver wections
of carly Tiish spedies,

Whether narwalist, svolutionist or historicist, each of |hese thres hasie
ppproaches to myrth shures a primary concern with speculating about unoteested
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carliar stuges or oven origing rather than watk inrcrprecation of he matzrial wy
artually (ransmitied.

They ure also indiscriminately reductionisl, secking to strip pveryihing down Lo
certain aprioristic cssentinls, A similar obieciion applics to various psycholozical
explanations of myth in terms of universal symbols, whether linked tn basic rew
digp impalses or ¢ the Jungian archelvpes and other (anscendsntal notions so
influential in aml theough the comparative religious and mythological siuclies of
sehatars like Kerenvi and the mors gropinical Elinde, The invocation of guestionalic
general hypotheses ahour the human psyche o acoount For myth seems Lo proimise
finde mere chian an cxplanation of olscurem per olecwrdus, 2nd iy resnlts have
proved too vagie and repeiitious 1o be anulytically useful. Various (henrics along
thee= lines have been conveniently summurized and eriticised by 8. Kirk (1974,
(3-52), and their impavl vpan Inish studes %as bocm oo mere than anpeniial,
although Tomas O Cathassigh (1977} and oibers have made nucisinnal-and mostly
non-coniieal refersnees in ecrcain of Lliade's generelizations whare appropriale.

The Austrign anthreopologist Bronislaw  Malinowski’s  internment  on the
‘Trofiriand Islands during the Firsl Warld War led to an epoch-making siudy of =
sovcalled ‘primitive’ socicty in ull i1s integrated wspests, meloding mythulogy. Thus
was born the so-called Sfuncdonalist® gpprosch to myrh particulariy inlliential i
Rritish smihrepelogy and sssociaied with names such as Evans-Prifchard and
R adelilTe-Brown. This schoul saw the primary role of myth as, in Vertant's words,
“ig reinfnmce the social cobesion or functonal unity of & greup by presercng amd
justitying the traditional order of itz instatptinns and modes ol conduct in g codified
form that is agresable 10 Tisten o sod gesy 00 remember anil transmit from one
meneration o the next ' (E980, 221%, In Lhis way myths, riluals, custome and TR
lions are intepraied with &nd corraborine each other ioa wiven aocio-sulivrial marsix,
Ihe peimery funcling of myth being ro provide saplanations of and awihericy for
ihings being the way they are,

4. This view appears guite valid as far as it goes, but corrain inadequacics have
heen pointed ooz by the Toonders and adherents of varipus types of structuralisl
amalysis. Cnmimon to thess s the claim (1) that the formul propertics of myihical
discuure arc amenable (o analveis in terrns nf notions like bivary opposition and
the newrralizacon ur “mediation” (ol (' Cathassigh, 1977, 43-60 of vonoases
devaloped in strustural lingeistics and (2) that myih need o be merely &lEric
sedivlogical medel of and charter fun reality as perceived by & ghven group har can
alen b g dynamie incclicotual instrunient For viewing angd discussing varimig asnects
of this from positive o negalive ~tandpoints.

Strucluralizis wend to regand ihe message ol o @il e NATTEEVE, whethar mvthivil,
Ticerary or both, 25 boing enceded in what may Bea many-levelisd miesplay of Lunc
tions und symbels, the values of which are 1ir ke deciphered by the classic sirslegam
ol sstablishing a grisd ul oppositions and working from the keown 1o the unkiown.
The gucsi for pertment data may, of seerse, cxtend bevnnd the wext seil o the
investigation of Furtber wexis, artelael s, institutions, belizfs and 2o on foom the rela-
wvant socio=guliural cnvironmenl

Geormes Dhunézil's particular wpplication of sarly strocturalist principles to com-
parative Inde-European mythoingy has exeryised considerable inlienze upon Ceallic
smdies, and has besn brielly rouched vpon in chapier cne. Dillen expressed hiz
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appenval as early gy 1947 (19200, and the Rees brothers” book Caltic Haritawe (1961}
constitures an influsniial but ondaly enthusiasdtic allempt at e tull-scale application,
The Injection of Dmerilisn insights into medieval Losh studics has had ke
beneficial effect of facusing attention upon the myths or tales as meaningful narrs.
tives expounding various wspects of a pervasive ideolngy, O the debit side, how
ever, ihe fact that the tripaedie ideelogy in guestion was primecily ssen 25 an
Fuilea-Buropean inheritance or survival meant thae early Trish bexis were still ending
i he fsid on an imported bed of Progrusies relating to their assumed past rether
thian Their present, Al too often sclolars bave been content to label 3 maot *Indo-
European s il Lhil were an cxplanation in ijself and cbviated the nesd lor Further
discussion of s acieal textual funeticn.

Io & classic prescntainn of the so-called “foomalist’ approach o folk narrarive
Vladimir Propp (1938} has sought to base his analvsis of vertain Russian folkrales
upon 2 limited number of geasrally applicable furefions, The basic means of
implating these is illustrated by the following four examples:

1. A tsur gives an caghe (ooa her,

The engle curries the horo away (o another kingdaom.

2040 ull man mves Sucenkn 8 horse,

The horse carries Sucenko away 1o another kingdom.

A sniesrer wives Ivenoa little hoat.

The hoat rakes Tvin o ancther kingdar,

4. A princess gives Ivan o riap.

Young men (rom the ring carsy Ivar away o another kingdom,

As e can readily see, "'both constants and varables are presend i 1he preceding
instanccs. The names of the dramacis persooie changs (a5 well 25 the alicibutes of
each}, bur neither their actions nor functions change, I'rom this we may draw (he
inference that a rale ofien atiributes identical actiony (o verious porsonages. [his
mukes possible the study of |he tels according roothe Munctions of its dramatis e
sonae . . . Fuoction is uadersioud ws ao act of a characier, defined from the polm
of view of itz significance for rhe course of the action . ., Functions of characters
serve s sfable, constent clements in o pale, independent of how and by whom they
are Tullilled, They constitute the Tundumnental components of 4 ale™ (isid., 19-21).
Zomie consliluenis in these soguences (e, tsarsold Mman sorcerers princess, caples
horse/hoat/young men from ring) may he interchanged withour afTecting the basic
partern abscrvable throughout, As such they are isofuncrional variables capable of
being subsumed under i commoen heading or funclion (.. giver, transporier) and.
in © Cathasaigh's woids, “are celeted povedizmotionily, that is, th £y are in 3 polen-
tial reletion of subsritedin® (1977, 140, On the oiber hand, the varinus elements
Juxlaposed in a given naroative (g ser-pives-cagle 1o hero, eagle-carrics-hero-to
anolher kingdom in 1) feee velared syningmarioady, that is, rheir relacionship is ane
of appasion and absolutely precludes substitution: it is aciualized az a linear
sequence of evently in tme and spaee'” {ihil, ), Onee the relevant funelions have been
tagged with &ppropriaie symbels, it becormes possible to fallow Propp snd represent
recratives by formulae made up of these.

A in the bried examples given, the funclions are organised inlo lerwer vnits called
mavas: “morphoiogically, 8 ale - Loy be termed any developiment provesding
Eram villainy . . . ora lack . . . cheough inlernedisey funetions . - . ro g dénoye-
ment. Terminal Punciione are gt tmes 8 vawand |, o2 pradn or in general the ligui-
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dation of misfnrtune . . . This fype of development is termenl by us 2 move | Fach
pew acl of villainy, each new lack creules 2 AW OVE, O tale may have several
moves L Onemove may dircerly follow anather, but they may also mierweave . . .
Special deviees of parallslism, repetitivne, erc., Lo Lo the fact that one tale may
be composcd of several moves™' (Propp, 1938, 92

Gome fearures ol Tropp’s method have besn adopred or adapled by various
hrands of strucluralisme For instance, his notivn of functions and maves has been
vansidersd appleanls o & wide rangs of oral wnd literary discourse and was inuor-
speated with some modificution hy Roland Barthes into his lplreduarion o e
serpcrurcal analvais of narmatives' (1984, 78-124). Herz the famous medicval Irish ake
Sodlg Muicre Meic Do Tho will serve to illusirate some pussibilities of analysis by
moves (T = initialery dilemme, * = resoluticn, asb = bifurcativn of zn
imitiplory dilemmer inle Lo reaolutions, - . . = suspeos0l of disjinctive mnve until
Luter). After o prief prologue (P selling the scens, the initial lack in ihis tale 0T
consists (&) of (e simulianseus requests of the rulers of Ulster and Coanacht for
sac D Thi's peerless hound and (b} of itz wwners dilemma, Thes s cemporirily
resalved by his wife's edvice o offer it 1o both siles separately i fevice thern 1o
iz home o1 Che same day to receive it. When vhe encmics from Lilster and Conoachi
arrive For a Meast cenrring upon 4 magnificen) pig (To) the guestion arises as 1o Y
who will win the hound snd (5 who will carve the pig. Aller a serics of verbal con-
pects (he TTarer here Conall Cernach earns the privilege of carving. However, hi
gives the Connachtmen an insulinedy small porticen {000, In che bactle begun oo
wvenge this insull the Nstermen wre eventually victorions but the dog iz slain 1% for
T4, T.a. T.). The dog's slayer, Fer Loga, sevks adventure (T.) be e rerurning
hoane with @71 at the end of (he tale. In tormal lerms we have:

Per R R i S S e e S -
|_|"'::| ............ .-..? J.['\.t] ........ ! "
s e o (LR P e i e e 1

I'his anafvsis shows that the penerally acknowladpe] excellenee of this tale is due
in ne small megsure (o its structues, By resolving no less than threr issues &0 onoe
[he wroat battle mierks a fitting climis, while the mirradive Wy 1o thal podnl combines
catisfaction ol the periodic resulution of various difficalte: with suspensc conesrn-
ing the postpnned outcome of athers (of, Barthes, 1984, 117-21 on this properiy af
disjunctivn). Conting us il does after a greal warershed in the parracive, the Fer Logs
cpisods appedls as something ol an anticlimas winding the story up b this oo may
have u delfiherais pucpose (e 12 below), That said, ic must be admirted that 1hesc
formalist insights fuwe licle dirzct bearing upon determinalion of meening.

Proppian escripiion of an identical underiving struciure o [W0 o mors parratives
wiih father dilferent surfaee foptures appoars to be possible in the cage of some Irish
nartrarives, @ oolable application being Dranizl Meha's recatment ol the core of
variams Ulster deatli-tales TL9TE), To give a furcher instance, the diverzent deacrip-
Lisng of Comgire’s acquisition of the kingship in Fogell Sriddre (o Perga. pars.
11-5, amdl the short saga D $57 Chongirt Mdir can both be redyced 1o the fallowing
commun sel of what may [or coavenience be termed functicns, hearing in mind the
‘portmaniean’ principle wherehy a given funstion can SOmelimes 0pen up inle 4
series of subordinate funciions (of. Barches, 1984, 102-4} ; {n) death of ol king,
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() moves 1o delermine successer, (o) wrong candidale, (d) help Fron supernatural
parcht, (21 peopde of Tara's hasnlicy, (£ pessing of f2sl, (g} accoptance by peoplc
of Tara (ef. MeCene, 1930, 142.5),

In Toga! Sraidee Dy Devga the death of king Fricsgel [=g) is follnwed by the
muntic ritual of a feccifeis or *bull-feast’ 1o divine the appeicance of the flaes kinz

=b), The voung Conare's supernatural filher tells him 1o present himsel? aked
with o slimge at Tara in conlformity with the vision at the bull-Teast {=d), bur when
he ariives the people of Targ express doubrs aboul the validity of o vision showing
ame s rmanilestly under sue | = o). However, Conaire reaponds to this challenge
with ai appusite assertdon of bis moral qualification for and hereditary right {25 cal
thiy sonof Rierscél) te the kingship (=) and is duly wcknowledged by the prople
=) De 5 Chopgind Mdir follows the death of Flincsl {-a) with & meeting
hetwesn the Leinstermen and the Cendl Cuinn to appoin! & successar frv oreiea
invilving mounting a charor drawn by unbroken Trerses, fitcing & roval mendls
thersin wnd driving through the narrow sip betwesn fwa slones to car & sureard
of approval from the Fél or **stone ponis (feey clyeie) againg his axle { =T} Whan
Errscél's sliver Lugzaid Riabderr fails these (ests (=c), Congirs’s supernaErieal
marher Mes Biachalla advises him to go ro Targ and asscmhbles 4 bose to 2isisi
him (=d}. The people of Tara Ner befors them (=e), but Conaire pusses the tears
(=11 and the people of Tara doly submic tn Wim az hiz farhar's successor
{=FL

The fundanicntal sirafaritios Bersveen 1hese nerratives are clearly imporbiind, buat
sume simificance presumithly alao artaches to the differesces, [ is no miere coin-
cidence thet the gonealowicully oricnred [ 87 Chanairl Mir smphasizes il
and [miualizedy sexval prowess sg jts hero’s quelification lor kingship whereas
Togall Hryidne Do Derge emphasizes the more pacific atieibojes of ECTCTORILY,
wisdom and inheritanee in live with its author's adverse attirude (o the ErEIUito:
viclenoz of rhe fwr (see ch. 9, 3 and 8), Likewise the surface differences are ar least
as important as (ke goderlyving similarities for determining the respective mesnings
el the For Loga epizodle and the siory about Co Chulaing s slaughrer of (he smith’s
bound (see 3 and 12 below).

In & review of Propp's work the most influentizl of modern structuralists in the
Fehf of myth, Clande | évi-Sirauss, pavs iribute o its anhsipasion of such sirus-
turalist axioms as '‘rhe nulion of an *iniiial sitvation’’; (ke comparison ol g
mythelogicul marrix wirh the roles of musical compesition: 1he necessicy of i
reading thal is ut onoe “horizoniul™ aod “verlicsl™; the conatant use of the nomnn
of a graup of substitutions. and ol iransformarions, in order 1o reaolve the apparent
antinomy Belween [he constaney ol the form and the variability of the content: the
etfort - at least <ketvhed by Propp - (o reduce the apparens specificity of Iunctions
ta pairs of eppositions’” {1%78, 126.7), However, the problem liss in Fropp's con-
cendralion unzon forad o the theorstical exclusion of conrend, Ay Lévi-Serampes ks
it, “unless the contene i= surrepritionsly reineerated inta the lorm, Lhe L3er 15 e
dernned] 1o remain ar such & leve] of abstraction that it oeither siniliss anything asny
Tenger nor bays any Deurisice meaning. Foemoling destrorr e olyeer, Witk Propp,
It resulis in the discovery than there exists in vealicy buc onc rale. Heneeforth, the
problem of esplination = oniv diaplused. We kaiow what the fade iy, but as
yxerienoe puts hefore us noc an arclhel ypal tale but & gredl number of concrele (ales,
wit o not know how o classify them anymore, Before fomalism, we were cerlinnly
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unuware of what these 1ales had in cemmen. Since Pormalisng, we have been
deprived of any merns of understunding how they dilfer’ {ibid., 132-3)

In The story of Asdfiwal, originally pehlished im Freach im 1458 like the atmnec
review, Lévi-Siranuss goes bevond functionalism by making the asic poind | liat ““rhe
myth is certaindy relared to given Tacts, but not &5 & representation of them, I'lhe rela-
lionship is ol # dialestic kind, anl the institutions described In the myihs 220 e the
very opposile of the raal sstilnarions. This will abwavs be the case when the mylh
i trvimg L exprcas a negative iroth™ {1978, 172 His comprehensive analvsis of the
Acsdivenl 1ale causes Lévi-Sirauss o draw o distinerion berween |wo aspects of Lhe
comstruetion of 4 myth: the sequences and he schemata. The sequences form il
ppparent coment al the myth, the chronolngical order in which things haoper: the
meering of the lwe women, the intervention of the supernatural protecior, the hirth
of Asdiwal, his childhood, his vizil to heaven, his successive marriages, his haunting
and fishing expeditions, his guareels wirh his brochers in-law, and so (o, But
these seguenyes are orgenised on plancs at ditferent levels of absiraction in azcor-
dance with scheomata, which exist simultaneously, superimposesd one upan rie other:
jus: my @ mcledy compesed for seversl voices is held within bends by fwo-
dimensinnal conswraints: fesr by its own melodic line, whick i horizontal, and
secanad by the contrapy nial schemata, whish are verdeal " {ipid., 1813, The following
seis e identified in (lis case: a geographic scheme comprising journeys on
primary cast-west and sceondary nerh-searh axis, & cosmalogizal schemy involving
pether Tegions, warrh, air, sky e, @ schema inregraling both in ceems of the co-
irasts highslew, land/water, mouenzain-hunting/ses lunting, peaksvilley, e
finally a techin-coonomic schema reficcting ''the sponomic ovcle and he scasonal
migrasions of the native fshermen™ (kid., 164), Phese all commzine i 4 global
inceperation arrived at by conirasring “'the Il sate of aftaics and the final, which
peyeethes summarize its operational funcion® (o, Sit) v iz wav, "havang
sepirated our the colles, wo have aoalyesd the stracture i the mczzage. 1L nipw
semalits ta decipher he meaning® {ibid,, 165}, a quest which l2ads to the considera-

et of some cuensic matorial.

ovi-Struuss s classic argument (e.e. 19720 that so-called “savage” ur “primizive’
thauzht, Gar from being icrational, is highly suphisticated and streciured in the
parsdigmatic chiice of contenl s well a5 in svibuermaric form. but along analogic
pather chisn strictly logical lines, leads Vernaot wo conciude: Vonce rescued from the
sphere of affective conlusion and the spontaneity of fantasy . . Lhe mythicel sxrn
bol can be defined in terns of . on the ong hand, the socal condirions that ailed
it and, om che other, the rales of Lngosstics. Myth iz no ¥A2NC SXPISRRN al
sndividual feslings or papular ermotions, 11 s an institusionalsed svstem of syvhals,
o cndificd verbul bebavion: whizh, like language, conveys varimis modes ul classiiy-
ing facts - by pordinating, grouping and OpROSng thent, vai inus ways ol recognis-
ing beth resemblanzes and differeneds, o shurl ways of ormamising expericnos
Thourht tishes shape by expressing issclf symbolically o and chooueh myth g3 does

B ke B i

im and (hrowgh languars™ (1980, 2220

s Sinee classic anthropelogical studis of mxrh by Lévi-Biriuss and athers have
been hascd upon maleral gathered from warios truly oral culiures, the questng
rrevitally arises sy 1o how far such mel fnds are appropriale 1o the study o lerary
warratives. 1o the 1iish context shis issus has been Jurgely 2vaded unedl lale eirher by
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the Fatwous Fction thar carly Trish sapas are (uodemencally oral comprsitions ur by
prelerence Lor the textual cricntacion of Domessl s approash.

A similar probiem regarding the Titerary naiore of the sources for mosl exiail
Cirsek mythodry hice been mare sguacely Taced, Acrordios to Vernand “we slild
node e Ps respet 1l Lévi-Stravss woeks nnoa hody ol orel scorics thar affords
g vory large nuniher oF varinnes, The naowre of 1he dnaderial ifeelf oalls for a
eystomatic comparizon belwesn 1he varitus storics oo distinguish the formal festurss
which reappear from coc mylh fw ancther, whether the velatinnships invelved are
those of homalogy, nversion or permutation - . . The proldem s goite differen: in
the caze of a groar written work with @ stronpe eod claborate siouciers |, L, Heps it
sonuloa guesiion of selecting as mos! imporiand thoss clements thal can alse be
Fosund, s more or less aleered forns, in ether versions, Losteed, che scholar musi
artemipr i exbaosiive analvsis of the mythoin all the detpil of its rextual form'”
(180, 2320 Moreover, *'the myths from ora! enlinres have bBeen collested Iy
anthropologists without any histerical perspeetive, in bulk, ysoally in fragmentod
end dispersed order, jusl as they have come 1o hand. The only wiy (o deal wick this
stemns to be as Livi-Btravss does - o o Inowricten Eterature, alongside diuia similar oo
o on che same level as oral myth, we alse find orand gencral sysiemalisel con-
structiones the sum wotal of whose dilfersnt pars intcerates inda one ppoifis
miessinge (bl 238-59,

The televance ol hese considerations ro early Irish narracve is apparent Tom g
ramher of icecnl shosdies. For instance, O Cathasaigh (1981 and {953) has argued
persuasively thar twn relalively long narratives praviously dismissed by critics as
acsthetically unappealing rughags of i coordinated episodey do, in Fact. dizplay &
deliberazs stroctore and thermasie unily peeced to the recarent exploracion of = oon-
iral ideclogicel concept From diflerend unpeles, Thus Carh Miiee Muorime is soen
wy Il antereonnected seTics of tableans depicling the widening effect ol lommrad
o lenuding” s crucial oocarly Trish nolione of sovereignty {sac ch. 5, 21, while
epizodde afler epizode of Sedfo Conn exemplifies tha: most Chrisfian af wirines
girmks of “patense’, which was likawise regardel as o desirasle aterilbute of kings.
The ar Firer sight vaombling and inccherent Tinear <iructures of these tales take an a
significantly righter aspect oncy this interplay of thenie snd varistiony is reconnized,
and one = oraminded of the gregl Greek tragedian Ewvipides’ play the Trosdes, the
dramitic etfece and moral mesape of which are conveved by a sequence ol loossly
cornegled! seenes deploting the cumulative horrors of war.

Chin the cther hsnd. one can alsa find leieler independent narracives related o
each nrthier hy *hamihogy, inversion or pernsulation”. A definitive bricf study of this
rvpe: i6 LOwi Areauss’ “Hour Winnebago myrha! (1978, 198-2100, in which thres of the
LA in guestien were identified as verianes by peomigion 1o produee soniowhar
differant applications of o basic positive peradicm whereps the fourth prosentod a
megative paradigo by inversion S0 key Pedoeres found inoche resi.

A wammilar srgument has cecently been mpcle regarding Aided Cor s Coedd (o
U 540607, the ond of Sedle Muivoe Melc Do Th and Added Cheltohmir Meio
Cirhechalr {McConz, [984c). Each of thess narratives involves the slaviog of a
fefoamay hoend (uken 0 embedy the martiel spirit, In the first the preeociousty
warlike child Sétaniae kills the hownd of Culznn the smich in fair combat and carns
his adult ideatity as Oo Chelpinn or ‘heund of Culaen’, the warror hero bar
exveltencs, by tempneanly replacing che dead hound as procecor of Culann's
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propercy unbil & whelp from its litter shouldl be old enough to release him lor siill
grester deels of derring-do. In the second he mere charioteer Fer Loga shays Mac
Da Thiv's dng Ailbe from an advantageouns position and goes on to ge the hetrer
ol {he Ulster king Conchobar by atlivcking him from behind. Conchobar s foreed
Lo save lis life by agresing o lel Fer Loga spend a yeac ac his cunr heing treatad
% @ real warrior, the women of Ulster being obliped 1o tegale him wdch 8 nightly
refrain of 'Fer Loga iz my darling'. Thereabier Per Lo retiens oo Conoachl (o
rosume his proper profession. The Ca Chulainn slory clearly invelves the perimansnl
and benaticial Tusicn af the hound’s attdibuzes with those of s slaver o produes
the pertect witrrion, buc in the Fer Loga episude @ serizs of POITLULALIONG srvgs 1O
jmpuir 1he wffecss of killing the dog, rendering them transitory ancd largely lergics.
Mevarthicless, in both cuees the shwghrer has basically posidve resulls for s
perparrarar. In 4 ided Chefchoir by contrast the Ulster hero Celichar's nwn hitherto
Faitliful hound, the Déelchi, runs amok and stacts attacking his own peaple and
iheir property with the resal| (hiar Celtehar s foroed te kill it bat himself dics in che
proacas. Here the ellecis of the slaugheer on dts perpelzator are manifoatly negaive
and the basic paliern is iverted oo represent the disastons split of a previcisly
rorinmesd mar.

Lo this way different aspecis of mardad bebaviour and the warrior's peyche are
exemnplfied. Sinee Aided Cheltehair explicitly srates that the three houmds in these
pailes were from the same sepernaiural litter and significant parallets can be adduced
(ron Cietmianis, Lodian aod, above all, Grock literacurs (MeCone, 1984c, 23-7 end
1987, [24-3), if sestps probable that an zppreciable pact of (his material has pagan,
oral and sven lodo-Furopean roots. However, that is a Tas oy from alleging the
mindiess preservation of such raditons virtually istect i a Taerary millew, and i
will be suzeesied helow char the Fer Loga episode i particnlarhy suspect of hiving
been o literary srcation or ar legst adapeation in the clerizal interest. These and many
atier surviving narrstives bear abundanl testimony o the ability of sarly Chiistian
[reland's monastically oriented men of leiiers to generete truly ‘myihical” discourss
in & functionalist or structurilist sense hy the purpesetul manipulation and sup-
piemcnzation of inheriisd marerial and conventions. [, however, the suchors®
outlook was o pagar, if s difficult oo aes bow the myihs they prodoced can be
s desoribed in feems af conrcmparary funciion,

According sa Vharneysen, “afrer the old sagaz were wiilen down, thess wrilisn
fexte comnsliluted virtualiy the only foundation Foc the lator cemodellings und new
cresdians, Certainky the sagss fined in weting wers alse recited oraly o Dhe sountey
by narrators and thereby probubly aliered in many wavs. However, he lates com-
pilers and auchors hardly ever relied wpon this oral transmission, kel based their
wiark on the written texts still largely avatlable o us, cven i they sbmanmes meor-
parare other motifs From Tolkiaies. This can often be dickicly ohserved, sines whole
pross passnges or expressinns arc taken gver, The haer developmen: of sapa 35 thus
a markedly lerary aneg, jus as its languaze, Lou, Affen proscnts a remerkabls -
ture of ald-fashioned and contemporacy Jorns'" {1921, 73} However, over-reisl i
asmtost Uhis arguably aver-positivist approach has ofren reslted inthe survival of
various early Trish narratives in differen| versinns heing put down to the ol of ‘oral
mialtifornis’ or the like (see Slodkin, 1979 Nagy. L%E3, 1363

Although these may presumably have been g factor in some cases, the valoe of
sueh a hypothesis is questionahle, sinec the evansscence of the alleged oral orimnils
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renders i virmally sncontrellable. and any general theory slong these lnes must in
BOV casc be dismised ws unteaable. For instance, orsl mubtiformiry s hoedly
proount for the manilfestly lterary reworking of the [irst recension of the Tiin,
which itsclf from time 10 lime explicitly notes diverse written versions (dechime) in
“olher books®? {Thurmevsen, 19210 101}, o produce |he version surviving in (he
ok of Leinster {ibid.. 113-2) or Tor the demonstrably lileruts compilatorr ectivity
responsible Jur the extane LI versien ol Serglize Con Cideinn (Dillon, 1941 and
1953, wi-aii). More to the point, difleren) political biases nr the ke can often
seenunt (o narrilive variantes as deliberaie blerary products withool recourse to the
fluidity of oral iradilion, 25 hag boen shown by O Corrdin {1988, 147-52) with
reference to Dekemiain Chormeic and Sodla Evyain 1 Cormaic, but rlis aapeit wiil
be considered further in chapler teni. In shout, the existence of such written varisnts
duees oot constitute gond evidence For the fundamenial grality of the sowrces L
whivh they drea.

Fanally, Thurneysen's above inlerence from the language of sage texes would
sepaare well with recent arguments (hal even in the cighth eniury OId Irish ““mav
navie heen an artilictally fostered legrned and literary standasd in comperition with
mor: mundane regisiers of apocch which were rather more evolved in lhe disection
of an carly Maodern Irish srammatical 1ype®, while Middle Trish is bust seen 85 3
written hybrid betwsen the time-honoured bul increasingly ourmoded Old Iosh
liverary standard . - , @l vontemporary apper-regisier speech with a granmar ever
wloger to thet of carly Modern Loish™ (MoCone, T98Th, 181-2; of. 198%, 101-3),

fi. The boundery beowaen histery and myah is notoriously unstable: acial evenls
wiay, with o7 withour apgrecable istortion, scquire o profound ideological
significance redolent of myth, whils fabrications, whether mvihicul or otherwise in
origin, can eome o be acccpred as literdl history. A derailed chronelogicel frame
of reference is wsually regerded as sympromatic of a fundsmenrally historivising casc
of mind. Since, however, sven ‘priminwe’ mviholoricel AVAICIES in LOIMPTIse
sequences based upon logwal (e creation iyihs) or penerational (e, deeds of
litl beers end soms) priority, this criterion is far feam abselute. The basic poinl, sursly,
15 Ihat, vnwe the focus is shifled from usuelly wnanswerable and carrespandingly
unprifitable questions shoill orzins to the issge of vontemporary  function,
arguments ol the “‘myth or histery?” {ype besome largely dreslevant.

Much medieval Irieh nerrazive purports ond wes presumably Telt te be historical
Insafar as it invalves churacters or evens (illed into an clabarsie gensalogical and
chronclogical nerwork reaching far hack into the pre-Christian period, Howewer.
this hardly affoors the sssentially mythical Mnction of much of this materiul, To all
intemts =nd purposes  sarly Chrstian Trefind™s mythology lsis Buen largeiy
historicised and her history extensively mythologised, thus robbing the dichotemy
al reil sizmificance. The resullant semchur is & web encompassing the hare
tnpaliival, grnealogical and chronolomcal record, vasions Lvpes of prosc ar verse
narialive, wnd law. [noa paper entitled 'Senchas: The Nalyre of Gaclic Historical
Tradinion” Byroe puts the nub of 1he matter thus: “however we may try to koop thase
fowr strandds of myieh, legend, pseudo-fisiory and fiction Sepwa ra 4 N o0 oW minds,
they tend to be insatricaBly ravelled o the cexts as we have (hem, Monastic
influence. with its ben| lor historicism. has been al work on most extan! versions
ol our myths ard legends. The auwthors of the sagus wers Christian and composed
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conscioushy as lierary artigrs. We cannol therefore excise obvious:y Christian
celerences as mere ‘monkish interpolations’ in the hope of recuvering & penoine
sample of Celti paganism’™ (1974, [42]

The guestion is wherher this ‘inestrivible ravelling” is, so e speak, an accident of
tewtual evolution throush various conceivable stages betwsen pagan oraliry and muon-
astic ligraey ar rather reflects a moie o Tess comsisten| wenlegy already fashioned
by the creative fusion ol varives tarive and scelesistizal elamenes. Such an weolegy
would presumably belong fhsr and foremost 1o (hose responsible for Lhe cxrant
litepalure - & monastically erienred learned caste of Christian dez dano born of the
rapid assimilaton ul ceriain native protessions o the clerizal establizhment ich. I,
1011y, Like clerics themaclves, members vl (s variously nuanced leiried zlass wore,
of course, firmly tied by birth, peeronige or hoth to the lay aristooeey (che 10, 5), ans
this comvergence of social and political intercsts is inevita Bl rellected in the oerat e

7. Comsequeniiy. whatever nalive or rraditional elemenis may heve pone i i3
anilomy, carly Irish mythelegy noat firsr and toremmost be deseribed ag a contan
purary atteibute of the aristocraric. syneretisiic bui predominandy Christinn cultre
and associated wleslogy of those who produced the surdving written texts. From
ihis perspective i immedistely emerges Lhal early Christiun Lrish mytho-history kus
a thoroughly hiklical dynamic quite evident in origin telss of thy [rish race, languags
gnd Iaw 1hat 2o hack at least us Tiar as the soventh and sighi b conturics. Ooly the
first of Ihese catogories will be considered here, sinee the hnguistic astdology has
glredy boen touched upendzh. 2, 41 and the girly Frish legal cradicion will be rhe
i cancern of chapler Toar,

As indmated eacher ich. 2, 2F there i pood gvidence that the losh genea nigical
reenrd had been lnked 10 rhat of the Bible through an claborats series of intervening
generations by ol least the second hall ul' the sevench century, Thos rao eacly
alliterarive poems {Corn. Ger. 1-7. ¢f. O Coreéin, 1985, 56-7) vace the gensaloiny
of fameus prefiscoria Leinster dyoasis hack to Adpm vig Riphath son of Gomer son
of Japheth son of Magh (115054-5, 11Ah25-4 and 46, cf, Gen. 10:1-3). while & closely
related poem (Carp. Gen. 199-202) adnpts a similar approach 1o the pedigres of the
Munster king Cl-cem-mithaor, during whose mil-sevenri-cenury eign ilowas
presumably compezenl, e last two works [ollow Tzpheth’s name wilh a list of
penples descended Trum bim, and according (o Iidose of Saville (L, IX i 17)
these “inhekdi the middle pas of Asin to the Morth of Mouwnt Taurus and all Europe
ze far go 1he British Oceen’ fof, O Coredin, 1985, 63-7].

An adiunet o, or outgrowsh of, (his gencalagical frumewaork was the scheme ol
imvasicns of Troland ther wis Lo burgeon inco the tangle of larer recensions of ke
so-cilled Fabar Gabdls o Bueok of Tavasion(s)', which “grew up in response (0 3
melieval problem - the vast blank separating lrish (raditinn from actepter wintld
histany — & probiem i solved in 2 medieval way, allewing Christian universalism to
mleiply - its padlern: across an Irish stage, Foo the carly Middle Ages, the Bible
sorwed g5 the primary source for anvienl warld history, the chronicles of Busebius
and Orosius ag ies principal compendia, harmonizations sod conlinparons, and
Teidore's Lipmalogine as 4 general encyclopacdia. These works inspired not only the
historiographical context and framewe b for LG but to o remarnkablc excent the cun
vens iself, which sdapts even pagan theology and conjgmporary palitics to hiklcal
mylhs of origin. migralion, and population™ (Seowcreft, LREE. 631
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Moreower. carly versions af this schemie gn back al leisl as Lar as the eighth oen-
tury on the evidence of Satar Corrraic and Menmizse Uhe Denmee sumpilation of
edymelomical maierial by Cormas mac Caillendin |4+ ME) conraing Che e shile-
mend Treisd Che Invasicns of [reland @7 vou wish o know maore fally”! (fepe Gabula
Frenn 8§ wis ploags seirg, of. O Corrdin, thid,, 7). whils versions of the early nioth-
eeniury Heicish Latin work bearimr Mennins® npame bricfly describe theee invasinns
by Partholdn, ~amed and the thres sone ol Ml (par. 133, The wandzrings of those
ancasrars of the Grazl-and thein forhears from Egypl o Ireland via Spain are then
summarizzd on the aurfenriry of the mast lgaronel of the Idsh {periissimi Scor-
forwnt'? g follows: “whian the sons of leragl carne through the Red 3en che Egvp-
tizns ceme and pursaed and wore droswned, &4 05 ocad e (he e, Thers wiss a noble
mitn [Tom Scylbis with o great family among the Eoyptians and e was expellal
Fromy bog kingdosn and wis 1here when the Epypoians were droswned, and he did aol
proceed o persue Che people of Ged. Those, however, whe Had suevived Tl
a plan ro expel lim lesd be beleapoer wod occupy their kingdai, sinoe their hrase
men hud been drowned in the Red Sea, [he was the son-in-liw of Phoraoh, thet is
the husband of Scarwa, daughter of Pharach, from which Scotie 15 2aid to have been
called] and be was axpelled. Bue he wandered Por Tociy twa years throurh Africs.
and thev came to the altars of the Philistines and chrough the Sal Laks, wnd chey
wime yrneng Ruesicada and the mountaing of Araria, and rhey came throueh the
river Mabey aod (hey crussed throuph Maoritania to-the eclumns of Hergules, aod
ey mavigated the Fyrehenian Sea and reached Spain. And chere they lived for many
veary and incrcased and mglliphied ssoeedingly, And afterwards they came o
Trefand onc thowsand and twn yesrs afler the Egvptions wers drowned in the Rod
Sea . . ipec L3 Tothuos appears thar an Trish irpdoion aloos chese lines was well
sstablished ow the early ninth coneers.

Ihe pre-Milestun ovcupations of Ireland in this aceouwnt, synchrovieed Crom ir-
ibalon an wilh (e loundation of the grear warld-kingdams of the Thard Age; (he
Assvrian, (he Median, the Perzian, and the Alexendrian Grroek™' (Seoweraft, 1955,
290, are remomszent of the recerrent themes of famine and journeving herween
Mesopotamia, Cangan and Fgrpr in the peracs of the O0d Testament pacrizrahs, bor
the stervof the cxodus from Egypr avd subseyuent procractsd wansderings to Ireland
via Spein repreacnts 2 partiaulardy clesr allempl 1o creple sugrestive pacelels
between [fish history and that of God's chosen peopbe movhe Bible, Lurther exoloits-
dons ol this deliberate link o the ficld of law will be considered i the vesi chipder,
anal 17 tats been plansibly sugzested chet the choics of Spain as 3 sprngbnand was
dictared By the docteive of sulors wod Orosivzs thar [zeland (Sibamiial Tav opposiic
tovand was wisible o Spaim (RSern, o, Baomosaren, 1984, 180-203]0.

Thc old canonical section ol Awrpicep ng alivey describes Fénius Farsaid (clearly
an cponym of the varicty of Trish erved Bédaee Peeod oo Lyl as the inventosr of
the Irish lamguage (Goeale’cl and his papil Gidadel sen ol Smgen son ol Cilinlind
sape of Laminzl sun of Apnomen 85 its aponyvmows first wser {ARlgeiar, 1983, 47;
i 28k Allewing Loran extra generadon bebaoen Glanfind and LamTind repee-
sannigd by Fenliar/Ebeoir £an slisrnative name for Goedel's Farher acenrding o
Auersricd 1,020 and (o asivial Upeteslion in the form of a conple of names, this
i5 the cenealoay of Glas or Qabadal Cilas i e Muonsier (11 3647-9 amd the firs: Laio-
ster [[48b27-9) poem mentionad above. This vegrottahly lacomie varse (hies makes
it possible 1o trive Gaedel’s role 25 cponymous gncested of the Diesh (el and




s BaliAM PAST AND CHEREIFTIAY PRESENT [N EARLY [RISH | ITREATLAD

the names of key ancestons linking him to biblival genealogics right back inlv the
seventh cemiury,

By the time af (he historical poem Cae o mffunedaes kg nGdecel wsgribed o the
monastic /i Miel Mira of Othain {+ 87} chis older schame of Goedel's immediare
anecetors had been supplanted by & more elfective one giving him a father e, son
of the Scyihian emigré to Epvpr Fénivs Farsaid, and a mother Sootta, daughter of
Phuaruah, This had the advantage of suppiving Goedel with a connectien o
Phitraah's danghter even more impressive than thar of Moses himsell and of endow-
img thiee Loy torms relating o (he [righ wich eponymouws ancestons, [ the words of
ihe pocm, the Fani ace so called from Fénius, tame withour reserve, the Gael wers
gn-called from Gaedel Glas, the Scots from Scotla™ (00, 1A0235-5). Although Lhe
passage from Mennivg above is sadly lucking in names, the Scythian origing of its
hero swmeest Gaosilasity with this version in (he early ninth century, and (his would
he corroborsied by the apparent reference (o WE1 in the bracketed passage from 2n
alternutive manuseript source, i this ¢ould e shown to have been pait of the
orimnal texl. Be thar e it may, the sequence (Gdodel) Glas son of Mel son of Fénius
con ol Glinfing sre. iz glrspdy Found in the second elliterative Leinsler pocm above
(1 16h15-8), which may be ax old as the scventh but in any ease is hardly leter than
ihe eighth century, The bruckeied section from Meonius may eflect 2 tradition thad
Nl or ‘cloud” Ied the aneestors of the Gael from Lgypt, the obvicus trigmer For (his
invcnrion being Exodis 13:21-2: “and the Lo wenr hefore them b daw in o pillar
aof cloud, to Jead (hem the way (Doeminuy gplan progeedehat eos ad osienidendamn
viam per diemt in codumeg rubis) ., The pillar of dloud never failed by day (umi-
e delwil columine ruhis per diem)™,

The carnplex question of later developments in the extant recensions nf the Lebar
Guoluite i best Teft to specialists, bul there can be no doubt abeut the repeared use
of 1he Ribic and other scolesiastical marcrial in the formation and elaboracien of thi
fundarental historical doctrine from the seventh century onwards. (One point worlh
noting in this respect is the gencalogical recurrencs of the name Eber. This, [
instence, is the name of the invading son of Mil supposed to have possessed the
sauthern halt of Ireland {soc below), while (he second Leinster posm with the line
Géedel < Nel < Fénius gives the name of Gidedel's son as Eber (laier Rher Scatc)
insteadd af (he FahailsFéchar of the other two pocms with che apparently older
scheme, |he appeal of Eber presumithly resided in the fact tha i wasa reasonabls
epumym For Trcland’s Latin neme Hiberaie (o.g. Corp. Gen, 186 Eber a quo dicvinee
Hilsernia wr @i putend) in addition o being identical with the name of the
eponvmous socestor of the Hehrows ez, Lsidore, Fivie TX 0 50 Lleber nepos
Aephaxst & gue ebroed, of, Cen, 10211

Shiort of snticipating Mormon keeerodoxy by aciually clziming descen irm a
Toat tribe of God's chosen peaple, escly Christsin Tieland’s men of lelier. went-as
far us they conld to cguate their eurly history with that of biblic! lsrael by creating
deliberale analogues or even, on aucision, contacts between The wo. A good sxam-
ple of just how close they were capakle of seiling to the wind iv this respeet is pro-
vided by Migirghi's late seventh-cenluty account of the bargain srruck by God's
pngel Victor with Parrick just before the latter’s death: “the Tnuwth pedtion, thal
all the Trish on the day of judeement be judaed by vou - thod i 5 =aid w the aposties
“and you thall sit wnd judge the twelve trites of Israzl’ - 50 thac you may judge thoss
o whom vou hiave been an apostlz™ (1L 403 0 Bieler, 1979, Turiher araimples of
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such reasoning will bz given below wnd io subseguent chaprers, bl goe gbeloys
implication was that God had selecied [relanad as 4 promized land for her Ciashis com-
guercri as represcnoed by rhe sooe ol Ml and their followers.

B, A good exemple of the standard seheme ol five post-diluvian invasions iz pro-
vided by the Tule of Tudn mac Cairll (L0711 120713558 According o Byene “the
eyl Frishprehiziory fescinated the medicval Trish, and over the centuries they
elabaated & deralad histery of the successive invasions of Partholin, Memesd, the

Fir Belz, the Tuatha 12e 1Xounn, and the sons of M0 . .. peeserved in the Ledor
Crafedile nr “Book of Tnvasions”, which wes being constantly hioaghi onl in new and
rovised aedivions uncl e end of (he pwelfth century - . - T the eaelicsl version

falready current in the cighth ceimuryd only the Connuchta, tosctheor wich their (1
Megdll olf-shoot, wnd the ESgenachra of Bunsier arg descended frem the too sons
el Ml the olher peoples of Trcland are sharply  distinguiched from them and
maphicitly relegiled 1o aninferior sratus. This rellects (he widely held theory chat the
countsy was divided inle tvo spheres of infloence: Terh Cuinn and Leth Mopa - the
averlordships of Tara gned Cushel respectively. Soon, however, aiher dynigtiss of
Lacal Dmpsrtance wers poowided by the svothetio historians with @ loe of descend
from cther sons of M, whase Tyoily vmncderwen: an alarming, if gostfiomons,
increase. Even the maore prowinent ol the Cruithin and Erainn were hroughl injo
the Milesian scheme. until anly & lew insippmiticent soibutarr iibes were snll
revkoned wb e Belg™? (1073, %) Thus the naregtive and genealogical dichatomy
between 1he Fir ol and the song of M expressed |he crocial socio-political divide
berweer the aithech-thrigrhe or stbjeet penples and |he sder-cfilarne or fres
lincag=s.

Comparative evidence gl some pspests of their literary represenaiion surmest
thet a significant nuzlews of fhe Uiathe D¢ Danann conzists of thicly (ismgised
pagan Iosh deiies {of. Roes & Hees, 1961, 285-33; de Vrics, 1961, 50-5, 77.8, &2,
LOO-2, F4E-35), boe-in the developed schente of invasions they stand between the Fi
Herl wmad the sons of ML The Tdatha 138'% defent of the Fir Bolg was ultimacely
responsihle Tur the futter’s servile eondivion a0 reladen to their lazer Milcsizn
imasters. As tohd al the beginning of Mesce Dled in 00, defear of the Tostha Dé
by the sons of M way [ollowsed by a vertical partition of Irefund, so w speak:
“when the sons of Mil ol Spiio ceached Ircland, their sagscily dreumvenced the
Taatha Dé Daneann s thal Tegbaod was left aocording oo the Jivision of Amirgen
Glanmdr son-of Mil, since he was o chiel ooet (e and chicf judge (ribheitlenm)
Conseguently be divided Ircland in reo and give the holt that was downwards o
Ve Ui i D Iangnn and the other half tnoee some ol 8il Espdine, o kis own kin-
dra; The Toack Dé Dranann wend inlo hills and sidf-abodes 2o thar the s below
grovnnd cubaniiied e them®™ . The oot stage was o horicontal division Berwesn
recthern and southern halves; "the dsland of Treland was divided beiween the tao
chicf sons of MM, namely Fremon and Eber, into two pars. Fher, moreover,
received the southern pait of Trelund, whereas Eremén received the northern par
with the Kingship™ {Caeh, e, 123, o, Luod Genealogics, od. Mever, 19123, 2491,

Thess displacements bring ahou! 1he lallowing series of binary socizal and spatial
oppusilions; UNFREE PEOFLER-FREFR LINEAGLES expressed by Fir Bolgs
Vst 137, SURTERRANEAN (and ImmortallZ TERRESTRIAL {and mortall
ccalived as THutha FRiAMedc Mited (who thus supplant 1Tie ormer gy masiecs ol
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the Fir Bolg), and NOETHEEN HALF (Leth Culnn)/S0UTHLEEMN LEALLF {Leth
Moga} embodies by Eresin/Fiw.

Whetever pre-Chrislian constituents may have gone inte its makeep, the roughly
ninth-century sega Cuech Moipe Twired s firmly wod explotly anchered inoa svo-
thetic hisiorical Tramework that s most gppareni in 1he opening scericns zbous the
mugical powers, four talismans and invasicn of the Thatha DF Danann. Conse-
yueiily the tendency of some schelars (o Deal this narrative as almost purs paean
mivih soems 2 trifle surprsing. 10 1ells how the Toache Dé reached Ireland @nd
defezrcd the Fir Buolg in ihe lirs) hatile of Mag Tuired bur wers subseguently
oppressed by the Fomerians living bevond rheir barders until they Roally routed the
enemy in the secund batile of that name vnder the Jeadership of (heir young king
Lug. Yinge st £ “Ciod’s people’ normally refers (o bsrael i Old and Middle Irich
(gee £200 under eiechihy), the virmally remelar wss of Taarthqa) D withous the ad:d:-
cion ol I ananm in this texe (Gray, 1982, 117y looks like o deliberare ploy 0o associate
these congqieerors of Ireleand with those of the hiblical promized land. This will heve
been gasy chough in a composition thal makes na eeference to the subseguent Mile-
sian invasion, and the supermetucal powers and immoroality of the Toatha 126
Danann in zov cess cemdersd (heir slales somewhst ambiguous. John Carey has
jdentified a fuvourable doctrine that they were an ancediluvan rice unialTected by
the Fall or the Flood and consequently immortel (1987, 76-9), while a hostile alter-
native view of thetr ag demons is 230 ateested Qe Serelipe Con Culelng 150 544-0),
In the mare euliemeriatic context of invesion lheors there may conccivably have
besr same perecption or promotion of affiniliss witl the similarly named leraelite
irihe of Dan {fibus Dan), which wis Torced inbo the moantains (Tud. 1232) bul laier
teok possession of four talismans and wigrated o the odge of the terriliory ro
indulgz in rather dubious religious practices in Judees 1B,

In eszence, however, their medial posidon allows them 1o be bkgned o lsracl in
czlation to 1or Mol and Fomorians but to Canean in celation o the Milesiang (of,
Seowoeroll, TYRE, 3590 [ this respect it s worth novimg tha The Canaanires are first
Uepicied as superhwman giants cothe Ieraslites ol Mumbers 13, 31-3. Morcover, after
woing inco the hills the Taathe De Danann *‘lef) fve of their number over ggiins
each provines increasing batcles, confhvis, sirife and combat among the sons ul
M [Meser Ulad 1L 9-12) rather as Ciod informa the Istaclites chut the Ciuinzaanile
remnants in their midst *'shall be as (hovss in your sides, and their gods shall be a
snare unto you™ (had, 230 A his level the sid-mounds and hills of the Tdatha T
Denanno may hivs besn seen as analogoos to the heathen bigh places in che mids
of Istuel chat gre repeajedly referred o in che books ol Kings {eg. 254 Kgs, 17,
S9-11%

e b as it ey, the Fir Bolg play & role more fully consisrent with thas of the
pirtly miassacred and pardy subjugrated Capsasites of the (13 Testament, and e
may help wo cxplain their oame. ANer claiming, probably correctly, (hal this Tenn
hed repiaced an vider Mwily allesied in Mennius (par. 14), O'Rahilly adverts o the
virrusl unamimity ol medieval Tresh sowrees regacding its sivmaolugy: i the various
accounts of the trvasion af the Fir Balg more then one vhilsi=l explanation is
offered of Lhetr mame, which is assumed o megn Heepadly ' men of hags" '™ (1946, 461
In the Bible the ficst growp of Canaanitess o sieve their skins inche face of divinely
prdained genacide were the Hivites of Cikson By the rose of pretendiog o have
soine From far bevond the bovndaries of the promised land: “they dal then wark
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wilily. and went and made as if they hed been ambassadors, and ook obl sacks
[zacons vereresy upon their asses, wod wine boules, rentand Baumd up (efrey vinarios
soispas aigue cowenros)” [Josh. Y:4) Haviog pracmised (o spare The Cib=omiles, the
Israchees could ool o back oo their word after discovering their degeit, bol Toshua
promounced T now Lherelors ve are curseil, and there shall poneg of you be Treed From
being hondmen, and bewers of wood and diawers of watcr for the house of my
Ciend ' (9028 Whatever its “real” antecedents and etvmology . the term Fir Bolg was
undcabiedly understocd by Srerew as ‘men of bags/wincsking” (note balp plossinge
Lacin weere at ML 132°7) 2nd may well have been generated from this striking Odd
Testarnent cpisode a3 a means of endowing it with appropristely servile Cinppnite
aonnotaions,

Onee in possession of The promized Gind witko i vassal pockels, God™s people
WETE t-.:r_-gil_hr_ve:d mn e o less cdmsdant wisr 'i'ln:_: witly |'|EiEI'||'l|'ruriI'|E |'|E“\-:‘||"‘.~|E=-I L‘=|'||'.L‘i.5.'|::_'§-'
1Fie Blst ey, I]l.'ril-:g 1 heass prolri stad hostililies (1=l iwds af xul“.-_iuga'.in‘:-l'l altcrnated
wilh perinds of delivesance wocil king Thavid finally sabdwed the Thilistines. Like
their CHd Testament countesparts, the Fomorians in OCath AWaipe Tidred are
ncighhours who oppress and invade the Toarh D uncil che latter are finally delivered
bv their king Lug, whose affinitics with the biblical David will be considersd in
chaprer six, Morzover. the Fomorians share with cthe Philistines o descent from Ham
rather then Japheth (e 207U 12027, ¢f. 1 Chron. 112D

9 M oshoe wppears thal the browd culines of pre-Clicistian [rish hisiory wene
Pz hiomed wilh the belp ol key fastaeas colled Trom 1he greal Biblical nacarive ap
hr el e of Kings. As wiadl the Bible and Chrstian chuonalogy, the coming of the
new Faith marked the grear divide. Thus “Eromdn,. however, was the first of the
Trish (peripnes dle Scois) to reign awer all Treland . © ©and of his scod fifor soven kings
ruled Ircland befors Patrick preached the passion and czcholic faith aod role of
Christ o the Irish. and after Patrick fifiy kings of his iasue ruled Ireland'” (Cong.
Cren., 123, of, bepinming of Laod Geonealogiee). o acererdence with this principle of
pericdization, the irish king Jist just cited divides (he moenscehs tow iwo groups with
{he mubricys faee wimd noedneg fRcrepatiaem Sgd woe erepfilirn rEg e T hese dre
the prmes of the anbelevingSol the Lings who did nor beliaee' and Roee suss
crgdEntivm Pagwr doming “these are the names of the believing kings"' respoctively,
the latter Beginning fith Ldegaire s of Miall, Thas Trish hisrory was divided inoe
two prest epochs belore and atter (conversion w) the Faith, s crefie and for orefim
ar the like respectively (e.g. LO04035; OFF 327 14-7), Petrick’s mission marking the
turning podnt.

This wrs conventlonglly doted to 432 4 Do Yo the vear of the Lord 432 Peinick
cume o leslpng i thke ninth vear of the reign of Theodosios the Less, in the firsd
veir ol the episvopaie ol Bixiug the Fortbv-second bishop of the Boman Church, So
Hece and Mareellinus and Bidore conspute in Chelr chionicles' (A L7432, The main
cinwessian of the Trish to the Chiristian faith was then supposed 1o have taken plaoe
in the following voar: corversio Sootarum o fide chreisnonan (A7 4330, The fact
thar korh the date of the mission and the standard account of the conversion are
highly rendentious and correspondingly walikely e ke corvect (MoCaonc, 19840, 3534
and 47-91 is beside the poinc here, What macers is that thess were the dates devissd
and aceented by melieval lrish Sernd as the linchpio of o seciadization ol Irish
miztory sppended oo Christien scheme of the world's sy main spochs (ver aoienes
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kgl in Deidore S V oxxais mucked by Creation, Flond, Akrahany, David's
Teipm. Cuptivity, Cheist s birthdaceerding (oowhich the pre-Parrizian sections of the
annals were divided,

Various [gures aod events supposed o baloag o the pre-Chriscian period in
Irelamdd ool now be weven pregse darcs and incerwoven with those ascribed to
miaer pecple and happenings on the classical and biblical world stame st Dy the
chromigles of Foschius and others {of. van Hamel, 1928} This process i= duly
apparent in varving proportions in extent rish ennelisoc compilalions suchoas 4400
AT and A5 z2nd this concorn with a proper chronolopgical Framework bor the mirri-
tive and gensalopical componsnts of serciny-as o whole s at lensi ws old as he
soventh ceorucy. For instance, Tirechin is st pains b0 daie [desara™s reign and thar
of Cairbre Mia Ler s preciszly a: possible o relacion in Pareek's activicies and
deanh, Wsell dGined 433 vears alter Christ™s passion (107, 20 4007 in Bicler, 1979]
Piserepancias were almost bound i grise &5 scparare schemes of this sorn were
develaped and gradually harmenized with cach other. Hovwever, the basic poino i
that any given pessoR, event of narrative of node could e, and usually was, given
an appropriace dace, 28 when the author of Seéfo Muicce Melc D Tha carefully
gives 300 B.C. ge the dere of the hostilities betwesn Ulster snsd the rest ol Treland
upon which his story is based ipar. 51 07 ofve? Dielon mer mgedn Olesd rocbod S coeard
grerra), Ac fur as relative and absclule chronology was concersed, the early Trish
"raclitien® knowr Loows Teom e writben record was thoroaghly hisorical ineoncep-
Loy ansd [_:rl;'.--ulli.a'.i-:hrl.

1y B gheeady heen pointed cue eh, 2, 3) that Patriek’s biogrepher Muircha
deliberately infused his gecount of the conflict berween king Lécpaire of Tara and
the saint with cchoes of king Herod of Jerusalem’s perfidy towards the baby Jesus,
and it will be argued in the next chepier thar these reconances with the Gospel story
were markedly enhanced in the eacly sighch century, Io this way Pairick™s missian
to Ireland could be presented as o partinl ceemuciment of Chrst's missan po Tsiael
and the world, the corollary being thit Pacrick™s arcival in reland with (he new Taith
adiviced two distingt spochs of her history just as Chost®s acival on theseene divided
the Ol Lestarment Trom the Sew i hibslical and glohal termas.

Lap aifect; then, Treland's Seerenl periedized cheir island’s senchur as a microoosm
af vorredt Christian world hispory, but the cxtant to which they modelled theic
assumed ancestors' sratus and actions on those of God's chosen peopls in the O
Tostantent is guite striking in its audacity. [¢ has been seon that the Goedelic exodus
from Egvpt and subseguent wanderings wers deliberately correlaisil with (hise of
the Iscazlites, while the sirogeles of che Doitbae 128 Bamane with the Fir Belg and
Fomorians in Cwih Meime . Teired browdly cesembled (hiose o The Tamelites with the
inhabitants of Caneeo and the oeighbonrmg Philisines. The fellowing chapoer
should show thinl Lhese pazallzl: dmd concis wene pushed cven Farther in che ficld
al law,

10 In the Bible God's dedlings with men atfter che Flood fal inle lhree man
stages. Firscomes the period of the patrarchs, in which Godl singles ous iodividusls
for a privileped colationship, notsbly the trio of Abrabam, Lsesd and Jagoh wirh
their femiliee or plternatively the o of Enoch, Moah and Abraham emphasised in
the sizhth-veniury lrish ffeiwert g recipizots of divinely inspived netural law
(MM, TORTY, 94 see el 4, 4), Afrer the ceodus From Ezvot this Is followed by
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rhe rowenant with the whole people of Tsrasl, who are therchy ol (o obeerve the
Law enuncistedd through Moses in return for special divine blessings dod protection.
Finally, thers is Christ’s new tovenant fulfilling the ol one znd exrending it to the
pentiles,

Early medicval lrelend’s monastic men of learning gould hardly inake the
uniblical claim thal cheir gentile race bl endoved a covenpnt with Gad hefare the
voming of Christianity, although we shall see below end in chapler four that [Ty
eventually developed ambitious doctrines thal came perilonaly clasy Lo this pasitian,
Coeseguencly Patrick's esiaslishment of the fiich among them pmoennted o g
telescoping of the old and sew covenants rogecher, and the biblical medel wauld
suggest that theic pre-Patrician Irish history be seen as an cra of Trigh ‘peiriarchs’
or individuals hlessed with falth and  parial revelation of divine truth sven before
the apostle Patrick browght the full dispensation on Chcisc's behalf. To effegy, this
i un Irich microcosm of the bipartie scheme of the worll's cedompricn presenied
in the celebratod opening of the Epistle (o (he Hebrows: wewdiifriann ef slels sodis
ofim Deus loguens puaiebey in propletls nevissime diehus iy jociuies eaf koliv in
Fifén *'Uel, whe at sundry mes and in divers manners spake in lime past unte e
failiers by the prophets, hath o these last days spoken unto us by his Son’™,

Whal louks like the cailies) version of this aotion 35 neatly surmmarised at the
boginning ol the £ L7 tract Sanchos ng Relec: “a greal king of greal judgement wha
wae over freland, namely Cormac son of At son of Conn of the Huidred Beartles,
It was well, then, that Ireland was in his time because judgement of law (brevi
rechtyepaies) was dispensed through esfarmi by hitn, 30 1had 1= Killing o a maun in
Irelumd was not dared in the period of litde jubiles, ie. of seven vears {ef. Lev,
25:2-7), For Cormae lad Twith o the mie God according (o few, For he had sl
rhat he would oot worship stones o trees bul would worship fhe ons who hed mads
them and wae lord behind every creature (rapn chornsd ar ol ne il difa), pamely the
one rmighty |arl Crod whe had fashioned creation, it in Rim he weuld Beliove,
Consequently be is the third person in Ireland who helieved befare (he cuming of
Patrick. Le. Conchobar son of Mess o whom Alrus recounted Chieisl's suzsion,
Murwnd son of Cairbe Cat-head the sevond man., Cormag che third, aad (hs it is
likele ther other people followed in theis featsteps Tegarding thae faith®™ [ L
H41-52, of. 057-65 and Clenemuin Charmuic L, 114-24). Cormae’s proscicniee i
based upon Saint Paul's doctrine (Rom; 1:17-27) thar feom the beminning il wis
Qpen Lo anyone o pereaive Ciwd through his creation but that rhis oppor LIicy was
missed by most of menkind, ““who changed the rath ol God inga 8 lie any worship-
ped and served |he creature migre tham che Crealgr ded coluerunt of servierin:
CrEaliaae frdias Guern crearael) Gihad, . 23, sentimeiss vieariy cehocd by Curmac’s
arpument (ode o glossing Tar, cremneg at M1, 25851 ete)),

Given that some lour hundred veary wers suppased 1o have clapsed beiween the
ermergence of Christhanily o Meditormnesn parts - and Irefund’s conversion by
Trarrich, i furcher passibilily presenced izl (s pre-Patrician Irizkmen could hooome
acquainied with che now failh either by going abroad or by ot with 2 forcign
wisitor (o leelwnd. Both of These approzehes ase combined in the Latin Hves of the
supposedly pre-Patrician saing Ailbe of Emlv (¢, McCone, IS8l 29527 More o
the paint hiere, une of the trin named in Serchas ne Befer makes & (rip abroed o
gain wizdom from the apostle ta the zenciles: “tlicn there was anothe urllar of
Moruon, Le. Marann ol great judgemen| wenr to Paul the epostiz and brovwhi an
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eprisrie From him and it used 1o be arowd his peck. When, then, Morann came te
Tiz fort on returning foom Paul be mel ong ol his hondimaids & the enrrance of the
fart. When, then, she siw he epizile round his neck she questioned him. "What col-
lar iz thar, {cid s sednd, Morann ?' sand shie, ‘Tedeed,” said Calomin the fool ‘it shall
be Morann's colar feie Morgina)d (e roday till Deomsday' . When, therstore,
Moranno used (o wive judesnient, he wsed oo pof the epistle reund kis osck aml he
wipuld ool utter falieload then™ (Sodl ke S Flatha, par, 165

The siaries of Cormac and Morenn sre primurily concerned with how rghtans
Judzements in accordance with Scriprurs could be precovicusly delvered in Trelznd
hefare Raine Parrick’s coming (& Corrain, [9E7, 2HE-H), an issue (hat will be more
fully dizeussed in che next chupier, Howsver, ihis aspect plavs ne role in what is
probably the oldest anad best known lale o s group, namely Aided Chonchoboir,
The sacliest amd Mulles) version A of this death-tale falls ineo fwo halbees. The [iesl
of these revolves round e practice of head-huncing feh, 2, 1) end ledls how the
calcilied hrain of the Teinsrerman Mes Gegra, slain by che Ulster here Cunal] Oer
nich, hecomes & fatal weapon in the hands of the Connachiman Cet mac Magach,
whio casts it at the Ulster king Conchobar and Srimgs been down with fwe thinds of
o lodging in hiz skull {pars. 1-6). Sinee this sectien concludes with the words his
grave is there in the pluce where ne febl and & pllarseone against his head and a
pillar-stome wrainst his feel™, Carney may well be right in secing this as the *tradi-
donal mucleus'" ol (he tale aboul Conchabar's end (1955, 2%, However, as Carney
streszas, STin the story as owe ave it he iz rovived Ina most unconvineing Lashicn o
arder (o play a pait inowhae is essentially & Christian story' aod "while we miy w20
in che errly peation of the rale 3 genoine craditional story it cannod e shuoven hist
thers was an carly written form of the tale lecking the Christian slensn)™ (ikbid.,
29670

Tn the sceond parc of the story Conchobir 38 broneghi fiore and rold by his phivsi-
cian that he will di= if the ball 35 removed bal can ke lealed if the hlemish is Lefo
in place. The Ulstermen vote for the Laler oprics and Conchohar is patched wp buc
warned pEainsl the Falal consenuences oF gering execiced. He tomseined io this inas-
tive stace Jor seven wears unnl the great carthgquake ac the time of Christ™s couciicon
[Macih, 27:51), the cause of which was explained to him by his drudid, This news siir
ren] Clorelinbai e zn ourburat of difficult reroiric deploring thess evenly and hedaly
dhect. The end of the LE version refers rooan slternalive acvoonl, more: Folly
pacoainted in version C, whereby the visiting Rormin sonsul Adas hooaght Con-
chobar tidings of the crucilixion with the resull Thal ““he then arose and madz the
onslaughs so thel the brain of Mes Gegra jumped oue of his head. Henee it is thae
the [rish ozay Lol Conchobar s (he fest paean who weone to heaven o Ireland,
because the blocal thal sprang froon his head was & baprism for him™ (O, par. 5
In gn impartani Forthenming study Johan Corthals has produced the firse compleie
iranstation and interpretation of the rhetoric in version A and agrees wilh Carbey
that it forms an integral part of the surviving story, Corlbals ciutioesly suggeses that
this alliterative pocm iz wnlikely on loguisic wroumds 14 have hezn cnmposed after
the early cighth contury and shows that i i cheologically sephisticated product
firmly based upon the Gospel secounces of Chrst's passion well 25 upon a patristc
doctring of baptism by bivod,

Alrcady in the second hall of the seventh centary we find Tirechidn displaying an
inrerest n the posthumeons baptism of a roval swineherd whe bad digd well Before
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the Patrician mission (400 17-2} in Bieler, 1979, bu Added Crosnchiobair is maore than
g liele abour ity here's precocious hapdism by blond, 3y ballowine the Ulster heroes®
[eacher in Lhe gervice of Chosr it provides & charter for the monastic cultvastion of
Lhe penre gy aowhole and shews how appropriate facel: of 1he pre-Christian ethos
g lindaypalogical [olfilmen: in the new faith.

[l. Accarding to rhe Middie lrish See! ne Fir Flathe Cormas mac Airl wiss
incerested in more than quasi Maosaic law (ol che 4, 70 “'morcover, & minst won-
drous deed was performed by Cormag then, namely the compiling af Choremac's
Paalter (Safrair Cliarmaich, iz, there were galbersi the old men and historians (o
7 senchaiai) of lreland srownd Fincan mac Béchen and Fithal the poet {7l so thar
the hiziories anl the genealomies and the roigns nf her kings and rulers and their bat-
Mles and their sontests and their anciquitics down frond (he beginning of the world
until chen were woillen, so that that is the Psalter of Tara {Solode Temegei), which
is thee rear and fouandation and source Eor the Ristorians of Treland From (hen ool
the presenc day™ (par. 57). The solediluvian pear-immorial Fintan Tumclions
cleewhere ze repository of Treland™s ingditions sioce the creation. For instance,
acearding to the aceount of wirinus marvels on che aight of Conn Cftehathach's h
i Afeme Siagein M'the truth of Treland and ber chrooelogy (cofmane] and her pro-
phecy wnd her histery (sevcfes) and her due vights have besn hidden uneil tonighe,
Fesr he (Finfanp i (he only {fghteous) man that the Plood has lett behind. 1t is
ronight thar the spirit ol the prophet Samue] (spear Semedl Ttk hus been st
fram the Taored in the Torm of 2 fender vouth to strike & Blow [ole by ook Fom
8 sunbeant &0 thar Uiy be (hroogh che middle of his back, so that thers jire seven
chaine or seven sloguences oo iz tongos Lherealier. So that it is conight thar sgnches
and cofmane have been made kocewn' (1L 77-46),

Finten plays o cenrral role in the roughly tenihe or eleventh-century narracive Do
Seoefimwe! Tedtiwicht Temoe *On the scttling of the manor of Para', which has been aub-
jevied by Bees und Bres (1961, [147.) ta a rather fancilil Dumeézilian interpretation
imspired by allewsd Indian perallels. However, even a cursory reading of this
theraughening svathelis historical text, which pullulates with explicn Christian and
biblicel referenees, reveals i1oas o particulacly eleborate and ambicious atremp (9
integrate Irish ssnchie wirh Christun werld bistory through the agency of Finran.

The Irish esrablishiient wathered Cor the feast of Tara demands a delimitahion of
Tura’s demesne from the UT MER king King Diarmad! mae Cerbaill, who zeeks the
vounss of the cleries Flann Febla and Fiache: nwee Colmain (s=e O Biain, 19835, 11,
frars. Ad-5h These recommend the monastic sebolar Cenn elad (ch 1, 1), whain
fuirin ssemesls recoures o the five seniors of cach peowingg, insluding Tuan mac
Canill Trom Lister 451, 8 abowvel, Finally, these reccmmiend Moah's srandsen Fintan,
who proceeds in reveal Treland™s semchys o the asscmbled Tinal. First g rors or Jess
standard account of the vanewy invasions from the antedelavian Cossaie and post
deluvian Partholdn down o the sany of Mil iz given in werse {par. 9). This is
tolowed by a poctic account ol major Judgements in Ieelend framed by biblical
phises tmitiacedl oy Moses, David and Chirisl {pias, 12; see ch.4, 4). Then comas Fin-
lan's veniral parretive about an ancient Trisli aserchly gl which the migantiz
Trefulngil  Tre-sochair ‘Three-sufferer Throokew' with ks irinitacian mams
appoars wirh stnae tablers and o branch (from the tree of life in paradise acoerding
o Airne Fingein 1. 5290 tn tell of Chrises crucifixion (par. 14-5). In response livhis
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quesiions the king of Ireland tells of the Cigels' cxndus from Cgepls which s
exphicitly linked with 1he Hebrows” depurture, @nd of thelr subsegquent wandorings
o Treland vip Spain {pas. 1A-3].

Trefuilngdd remains with the assemblec men of Ireland for Uhe Woklical span of
Forty daws aml forty nights. “'Show us'; he ssid “whal are (he Toundzrons of
chranology (etsl eodmaniy of the men of Treland in the Ring's house of Tece wilh
wou. *lnadeed, thore have not’, they said *heen wise hi=parians [TeRchafai) wmunyg s
to whom we ventured the foundarions of chronology uatil vou came’. “¥au shal
have thiat Trom me?, he said ‘and T shall cstablish for véu an arrangement of histnry
{sresith senchicnad) end Townsdations of the chronelogy of the hearth of Tarw ssellf with
the lour guarters of lreland around it' 7 (par, 20} This knowledge I'refnilngid
reveals 1o seven suwes From cach quurler, edfidsting it exposition hefore the men
of Treland to the ofdest of these, Fiotan, who then reveals the arrangament of four
provinces arcund a centre and tells how an ancient tres in eich of thess fifthe wis
seeded by i beriy from Tretuilngid's hranch. Fintan urges that Trefuilngid's dispen-
zation be continued, "“for be was an angel of God or be was Ceod himseli (er i
heimeed 6 hdside wd S Diiw PR (par. 310

Vimally, Fintan sets up o fve-rideed stone al the mecting of the ffths in Ulsazch
(suppnsed site of B regular sede-dd! or ‘el aysemnbly' sccording Lo el na FiY
Plucha. par. 553, “and he assigned a ridge of i to every fifth in Ireland, Tor thos
Fara and Uisnesth are in Treland as its owa hidnoys arc wont o bein g heast™ {par.
42). Ia view ol the conncetion betwesn Fintan and Samuel io Afrne Fingein men-
tioned shove [his activity may well be o defibicratz eche of 1 Bam./Kgs. 7:12: "then
Samusl took & sronc. and set it beiween Mizpch and Shen, and zalled the name of
it Ebenerer (Vule. Lapis Adieiorls ‘stone of assistance’); saying, Hitherro hath b
Locd felped ws™. Mizpeh, of couisc, was wiere the peembled Tarzelites acchimed
Suul as king (ibid. 10:177.) after he had besn anointed by the prophet (10:1).
Acrguahly atill more suggestive is the grear covenanral stonc set up by Joshua at
Shechom just before his death: “and he said unio all the people, Behold, (his stonz
shall be & witness untn you; for it hath besad all the words of the Lord which he
spake unto veu lest perchance ve wich hereatter to deny amd he untn your Locd
Gord™ (Jesh, 2827

Finiun Uied Focls his enod deawing nigh gnd utters aulobigraphical verses. "5
Fintun ended his life snd his age in thiz wise 2nd attaioed cepentenoc and took com
munion aad the sacrament (rem the hand of bishep Fre son of Ochomon sun of
Iicdisch, and the spicil of Patrick and Brigit csune 50 thae they were present af his
pussing. It is uncerlain, howover, where he has becn buried, bul prople think it is
i his physical Body thar he wes teken o some score divine place, as Flifah and
Ponoeh were taken e paradize, seorhat they wey awaiting the resurrection ol rhat aged
patriazch {srutfsenadicd, .o, Fintan son of [tdchra zon of Eithier son of Bial son
of. Anmicd son of Ham son of Mowh sen of Lameck. Finil, Amen'' {par. 300

Thus thi= carcfully constructed Urame narrative comes (ol giecle. Te beging witlh
a Christian Trish esteblishment conlronted by a problem and seeking & selutton n
the past hrough the agency of vlevics, who sooure proess e igland’s aldest suryiv
ing palriasch, the very smbmdimant of pre-Pacrician secfus. At the text’s cenlre the
prinmilgation of thal swechas by ‘God's wngel of Gied himsed Treluhigid =
revealed. In turn, 1he antediluvien Finten's vontaze with Ireland's Christian genera-
linn brings himn fo final redemption. Thus the reglms of Ireland's pre- and posc-
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Patrician semchius, Ish and biblical world fistors, the Old and the Mew Testamcone
ezl inleracl and finally merge. The hasic mesage ix, sucely, 1hae Inish senchuy is
racled i Cod™s word, vouchsafed to the pro-Patvician Trish as (o the pre-covenant
patriarche of lsrael, and is, moceover, firmly wider the Church’s control.

W nuwe have pn obvious answer to the ciddle of how early Christian leefand’s
mmtashically nnenled Sterad, working within a historical fiamework mudelled upon
the Bible. could eonsciendiouzly regard their pre-Christian pase as an ohjec worchy
of carnear atrenticn. Tiv effec, marmdves purporting to cover penple and evenls
priov wo Patrick's missinn apd esfablishment of the true faith could he reated as p
kind of "01d Tesramicni® of the Irsh roce, w socially, morally and aetiolowivaily
instructive God-given record perfecied bol by no means invalidated by the new dis
prisation of Christiunity. Sinec the Ofd Tesiamend sl shounds with epparently
unedifying decails held wo have a sacred purpose (o, ¢h, 2, 11, thers was no need
1 he unduly syueamish about the contents of analogous Trish marmatives, After all,
the Bible wsell bears abundant restimony to the possiniliny of cunveving o moral
negatively by depicting the evil consequences of bad belaviour as well as by more
srreighrforward pocicive mans,

12, Virtualy ell of its cricles past aod present are agreed abour the narralive
brillivnes of Sceélg Muwiere Mere De Thed and whig) Moz Chedwick termas its ' laconic
buner and a spirit of ripe burlcague® (1988, RT3, but (herepiter interpretacions
diverge mirkedly, l'or Thurneysen it gives & vivid picture of the wurlie spirit of
the vime®” {F¥35, 1), whersas For Chadwick it is rather “a well-preserved heroic cradi-
tion, seen through the prismatic lense of & later age'” (ihid., 91). More revently Cor-
nelins Burtimer Bas argued Tor jis coherent structure and concern wilh sovie-paoliticnl
themes siweh as the “succesl deisnce of honor, and a consoguent enfineerment ol
the prostige of Leinster™ (1982, 68) as well gy with the moral dimension insplied by
its status s *'a claseic Ieszan in the likehboud dhat 2xcess will lzad o furility®® Ghid.,
6F). On the other band, Joffrey Gante (1981, 17980 and Deonnchadh O Coredin
cegard iU wg, inothe lacter™s words, “a sophisticaled parody of the herede penre as
reprasenied by Tdim Bd Odallane™ (1985, 367,

Foe all ils decwlenlly grim humour and moments af bathes, this tuu and pur-
pseful parcalive is Car Tom frivolous and can hardly bBe disinissed ws o mers burles-
auz wirl no ain beyond pecody for ensertainment™s sake. Balher the humour eod
bathos help e convey a megssaze chat s no less seriows Far Being siehversive of the
untrammeled heroic ethos. | owould suprrest that what we have Tere s desidly
eurmest, iF at times amusing, moral salirein (he classical tradivion of the ever papular
Horwee or Juvenal bur inevitaldy gearel by i1y monastic author to Christian principles,

The action begins with the greedy and insunsiderats reguests of those powerful
rivals Connache and Ulscer for Mac Da Tha's ereal bound, At a loss for 2 soledon,
Mac 13 Tho lapses into sockr or sloth unil his wife advises him w offer the dog
recach side withoul 1he wther's knowledas, One does nnd, of course, need to o
beyand chaprer e of {ienesis to apprecizte the dizastrons consegquenses of
Fallowing lemale coupsel, and the foliv of rrusting women s duly emphasissd in
carly Trish Iiterarurs, o classic instence being the grear misogvnist liany in section
L of Teeosca Coriaede. The subssquent extenzsive Iosscs of hoonur, Tile snd pro-
peroy imour tale all steon wickmaiely frorm Mac D The's craven abdication of propa
mile respensibility ta fallow his wile's Michiavelliun advics.
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Mz Da Tha duoly mekes (he Aece [l 'pr-;_1.'r|i$r 10 bt by sicles aned Bids ther came
poncdle on g stated day g pariake of bis bouniy. Fowever, as osual v this story,
expeciations are coeelly feostrated and the enemy companies rake their scars in an
almesapharg ol saflen haired. Fven the majestic pig nn which they arc tn feast s not
really the eversized cockor ai oy that ic scemia! “rhrec score milch-cows feeding it
for seven years, However, | was on podsen that it was being fod 5o thar che sluughier af
idee men of Treland might e carvied ow throagh 07 (par. 5% There follows Bricrie's
melicious proposal that the privilese of carving be awarded by coniests chigt liske he
form of bowstiog, Adver variouz midier LHster heroes hivee besn diseraced By Cel mie
Migach in thiz, Cet bimsell s i uen devasiaingly wersbel by Congll Cernach,
Clomalls divizicn of the pig begins wib anoact of gross glotlony and colminates in
deliberate niggardliness rowards ithe men of Connacht, whose enviows and angry
respcnse sWiftly leads toa savape conflict wich heavy logs2s an bath sides. Adlill and
hicdl'scharicteer, For Loga, suceceds in slaying Mac D Thé's hound and then sur-
prises the king of the viccorious Watermen, Conchobar, inte a deprading apresment
to have the women of his province admice this cppoctunist wpsianm 85 & warrior of
noie,

The sipking balhos of his congloding eprsude s never been salisGacionily
explained, s deliberale stractucal strnbaricy do ke e ol Co Chelainn's slaoghier
ol the Celann the smrh®s saviage bound fas alresdy b2en poicied oul, & has cthe
conbrast Betweon Ol Chilainn's resulrant permanent atrainmant of ideal warrior
status and the cempaorary oF hogws benefitg reaped by the mere chariotecr For Loga
fror a similar gegion (zec £ abave). Tois as if 2 chaoffour were o apend a2 modest
pools win oo a brief raste of the high life before returning o his previovs employ-
ment. However, ity very bathos can be seen a5 precisely the poine of this conclusion,
which subwverls The love of lighiing as an end in il by cepresenling badtls as @
hugulu”r in l.-.-|'|i:.:|‘|:_ wilh |l.|-:_:kI [ ] ||'|¢_-. il_:l.-.-|_-.- |'|-:_'|r|| |1|i5|'-| -:_|"\,'|||:|E'.|i$|| |_|‘|l;"|.'-|.'\;.t_'!|'rt_'!':. l
|h|.-ei| bellerst EXpEnsa, 3 'sl.:t-:n::ri-:'“l ha r|.‘||_'.l caleulared 1o :'||'|;'-=::| I i Hl'islq.‘:-;:.':'ll-u.'
andience.

All in all, the awthor of this splendidiy cotertaining sapa preseats ws with a
memorable gellery of morally reprehensible cheracters and actions. As the plot
unfolds, major heroes, up o and including the king of Ulster himself, ace
humilipted one by one, and thers is widespread death and destruction extending to
the ultimate cause of the contlict, Me: Da Tho's houwnd, which is thus lost to owner
and would-B2 vwner alike, The theroughly nnchristien behaviour depicted o Sceife
Apdece Mede D T thys proess el ly Cogile snd cpunter-productive Far all con-
cerned, Tnoeffecr, his stary b= a elorions moral gssay on the consegquances, dire,
absurd r both &g the case might Ba, of homan vanay {ef. Butlimer, 1982, 651 Az
the Bock of Prosverhs pars e, poide goeth hefore destructionn ard an haoghty spirn
before a fall™ {16 [8). Scdla Meicce illustrates & veritalle caralngus of scrious sing,
all of them duly crrasirophic, and among other things indircedy issues a salucary
reminder thit '“these six things doth the Lord hete: yvea seven are 2o abominacion
unty him: o prood look, @ lving tonges, and bands that shed inoocent 2lood, an
heart Lhat deviselth wicked imeginations, fees thel be switl in cunping o mischisf,
A Dalse wilness Chal speketh lies, wnd e chal soweth discord among Ris brschren'™
(Frive, a6

The For Loga cpisade hardly manifosts the deliberare allusions te the spory of C4
Cholzinn and the hound that we might expeec in & primanily licerarr parody. Racher
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its monasiic anthor kas displayved the abilivy. nored carlicr with regard o %aiiehil
and biblival marcilive, to apprehend the structural core or esscnec of his neode] and
recreite it with rather difterent surface decails and such permutations as swited his
purposs, This is @ classic streteeem for meneceting myvths, and the essentially
mytholowical st of (houghl underlying much eacly lrish naccetive is in any case
clear Prom ile acceshility o strocturaiist spproiches developed with refsrence w
ol awrhical craditions.. The bistoricisivg cheomslowical Tromework in which 1he
carly Drisle Litevary corpus is aachored noe more detezets Teoom thes Toodansen sl
guality than it docs inthe case of the Rible, shich s bhewiss proving (o condom
plicney of meterial amenzble (o structuralist interpretations asomerh (el Deaash and
Aveock, 1983), lod=ed, besic similarities berwecen nacive and hiblizel mpchopocic
concepts and technicues sesm to have esndowed medizval Irish teeor with a
rermirkable inslinelivg grasp of the peeport of biblicel norrative, groealogy cro. thar
the madarn ratinaalisl san enly hope 12 maich with mechanical struciuralist aids.
e |J"!l:\.|'ll'l'. Was a pra foaend crearive i|||-r!|'|_'|i:'|:¢ bapwaeiy | helr meidive anad Soclestistionl
itheritance to produese the chareanghly integrated Tiyhod oediom mewhich sl exling
carly Trish literature, histary and myveholoey secms to be renned. Althougls 2ndowad
with its own retionelr and momentum, this merrie continued to be ahle e adagpr and
absort elements from the Bible or clsewherz a3 cocasion demanded.

13, O the orhier o, Irish monasiic scholars were pleo heis to g late ciaseical
and garly medieval acclesiaziical teadhion that was uocomforiable with certaio
aspecis nf the O0d Testamenr in parcicufar ol correspondinely prone Lo sesk murs
raticmal o edifyving inecrpeezations hy means ol allegory and hiseorical epodosy, Lhe
central roke of which in modicval thoughe Tas been cmphazised ahove [sae 200 Carligin
alizgoristic modes of inrerpretation. for inatance taking a woman o repecaent the
Church (ze: below), were soostandard that any monasoic wricer might reasonshbly
capest peisdlers Lo oanake the commonst symbelic squacions of thisivpe, ar least when
dppropritely cusd, Given thar mythical medes of thoucht and composition weors
apparently sl b=ing vigorously practised by sarly Chrsden Ieslend’s monastic men
af lerrers, the inrsigmng possthalioy presents sedl that allegocicel values ookl b
remethologiscd”, acoaapoak, a5 eonstituenis of new maceilives.

Yoo carly Trish narrarive genres have beon more Jissussed than tlose ol 1he aofing:
ar ‘outing” and the imeerain or Svoraes”. While ackanowlodging saome inreraction,
nativisis tend to view the forner a5 fundamentally pagan or tradicional 2nd the lacter
as essentilly ecclesmastical (egc Mec Cane, LR80, 770 This aitempt 1o apply =
classtUicaiory slepifpckal bigs insvilably led (o s slerils debate psto whecher the early
frarrge Hegin, being allegedly less Chrstian 0 sl when i of cerlein incon-
wilhigel e |1|'|'I:':lr.il.‘:-|'|5'j- than oiher axtanl vaviwe Leles, shookd nol rcher bs con-
sideied an eckives e Devid Dumeille, 197681 Howesar, Sdamos ¥ac bMathona has
cecontly supplied the reducrio ad eheurdyim by coforring to “the vered quescion of
the menre to whivh frewr acruelly belengy. Is It an ecdenge or it en Sneerani? 1o it
an enioe with rirkeam clements oo i3 it an dkimeem with ackiras clemenes?"' (1985,
275 The irrelesinmes ol the alissed dizhoromy bedween native and  scclssiastical
geneey Lo Lhis Celile Gixonomic exervise 15 well ilpstroted 5y whan is 2enerally
FI:!EH'II!;!II iy The aldest exiang cohivge, Pohirge Chonkod,

Tin thiz shose rale @ woman comes e swmmen Cond Cdéchatbael™s san Conlae
from the world of death oo the fand of the living, where there is ne dearh, sinoor
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tracsgressann Dor an ahundance of feasting and pescs under a {ins king. Although
she appears only to Conlac, the whole gathering can hear her, but Conno gee fus
draid o cast a spell rendering her iovidble and ineudibie, However, as she dis.
appears she throws an apple to Conlac, who refuses wll Food oc doink save thepple,
which nevertheless stevs whole. Conlas ie flisd with desire ot (he weman bud, on
her retarn. Cono Bpein summons the druid. This taees the somman Poretetls the aoan-
inz of a rightecus man with many Followers whn will destray draidry beforz the
Deevil, Although in e miineds atsonl laeving Tosomrn 52 and peaple. Conlaz finally
jumps oo the boal with her anl disappeans.

Curney his argued persossively thar fsres Bran and Eclitrae Chondaf are
Choroughly Christian allegories (1955, 280-92 and 1969, [62-5 respectively], but Mo
Cigrra inaineaine “thar, notwithetanding the palpable Christian motivation ol Lhe
suthors of Teswram Bram and Echirge Chorlsi, thelr mmape of the Otherworld s
caschtially a traditdonal one in which the Chrigtian novien of heevenly chaslily has
a5 vet no funmction'™ (1976, 114 and adherss (o the wild chaim Tt nine priesiesses
locsted b lirst-cenmiury AL peowrapher Pomponioeg Bely anoaine island off the
Armorican eousl Sare an sacly lleracy relfex of the inhabitanes of the atherworld
Land vf Women, and o paiticalas of the thrics nine somen whe weleome the
virpgers (0 feaieanl Braea't (ibid.. 1120 Morcover, the attiiude of the two teles”
pranastic redactors o paganism was suppescdly governed by ''u benign scumenism
rhar is unelouded by propaganda or pelemic’ (ibid., 950, tendiog mersly o make
a distinction berween benien pagenism and. maligoant pagansm and 1o regaed
druidiem as the embodiment of the latler™ (ibid., 98) In identifying the woman's
funcdon, Moo Canieoapplies che usual oativist g of pagan sovereigney goddoss
(ibid., DIO-2), aoc staies of Schinge Chorbar (hat “the wlhiole selion &'8tre of the alc
is the clash of passinn aed pietasin the person of Conlae and the clash of ideologies
ard mioratities represenced by the droid on the one hand and the faicy woman oo
Lee othe!'® (fhid., 981

A Seoweroft has perrinenily remarked of lare. “'students of carly Irish tradicion
have tan often purseed & kind of livcrary archasolomy, exceviating {somelimes
creating) documentary ruins out of which to reconstruct pegan antigeily., lznoring
or dismissing the churches built of that same ancienl stone, ey gy Fail to sec thar
their. reconstructions cest oo coucilormn leondations™ (1988, 1) In rhe presenr
fnstamce, oot only is 'henizn coumenism” tasseds any varely of pagamsm a highly
improbable goverming molive Tor g monaste redaetor, as alrcady pointed o [che
i, £), bul the allegediv pagan goddess in Echerge Chanlfai represenes the land of the
living @3 & sinless paradize in oan obvicesly Christian tense and makes an
virmigrakahle prophesy about the coming of Patrick and Christivnivy, Iodeed,
Carney (1969, 162-5) has made the brillisn: suggestion that the eeerlisling apple
given by the woman to Conlze is the converss of Che [ruil given by Lve 10 Adam,
namzly an apple from the tree of Jife menlioned i Gengsis 3;22.4, an iatcrpreracion
supported by the vigoetie o Conlag and his woman in the racher lacer Echire Thaidy
prfreic Cobetiy O Corped, TG 2500, e may fuirther compare Trefuilngid’s brench
with three Uruils, which = explicaly siated hy Aawe Fingein o came from the e
io piracdise (ses 11 ghover Mesanably ihe three fraics symbolisc the Hely Trinity.,
wrd g sintilar origin and significanac may be surmized for the branch with threr
apples given to Cormeae by his visitor from aland without deack, decy or sin in S
s Fir Flarks (pers. 25-7). As Carney riphely peints out, 1the cenieal conffiar in




